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ABSTRACT
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  was  t o  a n a l y z e  and  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s p e e c h  
t h e o r y  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  .
What i s  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y ?  M c G i l l  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  
p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  a s  s t u d e n t ,  s p e a k e r ,  c r i t i c ,  and  t h e o r i s t .  T h i s  
w r i t e r  e x t r a c t e d  i d e a s  r e l a t i n g  t o  o r a t o r y  w h ic h  M c G i l l  had  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o lu m n .  M c G i l l  p r e s e n t s  a  t h o r o u g h  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
s p e e c h ,  r a n g i n g  f ro m  a u d i e n c e  a n a l y s i s  t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  
commencement s p e a k i n g .  Though d e p l o r i n g  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  a p p e a l s  u s e d  
by  many p o l i t i c i a n s ,  M c G i l l  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  s p e a k e r s  m u s t  be g i v e n  
c o m p l e t e  " l i c e n s e "  t o  s p e a k .  T r a v e l i n g  w i t h  s u c h  p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i ­
d a t e s  a s  Eugene  T a l m a d g e ,  Dwight  D, E i s e n h o w e r ,  R i c h a r d  N i x o n ,  a n d  
J o h n  F .  K e n n e d y ,  M c G i l l  l e a r n e d  t h a t  " p e o p l e  r em em bered  b e s t  some 
p e r s o n a l  t h i n g  a n d  w o u ld  v o t e  f o r  t h a t  a b o v e  i s s u e s . "  A l s o ,  he  w r o t e  
t h a t  " y o u  l e a r n  when you  w a l k  w i t h  men ,  t h a t  a n  i d e a l  i s  n o t  w o r t h  a 
t i n k e r ' s  dam i f  i t  f a i l s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  human l i m i t a t i o n s . "  M c G i l l ' s  
s p e e c h  t h e o r y  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  c a r e ­
f u l  r e s e a r c h ,  a f r e s h  s t y l e ,  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
To s t u d y  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s e l e c t e d  two 
s p e e c h e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  on  F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1959 ,  M c G i l l  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  a t  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .  He
vi
c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  
U s in g  t h e  same b a s i c  s p e e c h  g i v e n  one week e a r l i e r  t o  a  R o t a r y  C lub  
i n  A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  M cG i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o v e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  
S o u th  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  c l o s e  i t s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  M cG i l l  p r o b a b l y  had  
s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  p r o v e  h i s  t h e s i s .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y  by i d e n t i f y i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and 
g o a l s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  C e r t a i n l y  one c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  
s t a t e s  e v e n t u a l l y  f o l l o w e d  M c G i l l ' s  p l e a  f o r  open  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ;  how­
e v e r ,  no c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n  be e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  h i s  s p e e c h  and  
t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .
The s e c o n d  s p e e c h  s t u d i e d  was  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n  on  J u n e  30 ,
1966 a t  Miami B e a c h .  T h i s  w r i t e r  saw M c G i l l  s p e a k  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  t o  
more t h a n  6 , 5 0 0  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n ­
v e n t i o n .  U s i n g  no  n o t e s ,  M c G i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  
t o  make p l a n s  f o r  f u t u r e  n e e d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .
W h i le  M c G i l l  seemed g e n e r a l l y  d i s o r g a n i z e d ,  he p r o b a b l y  won 
t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  a u d i t o r s  by  c i t i n g  num erous  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  
an d  by  p i c t u r i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  a humble w r i t e r  w i t h  a s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
e d u c a t i o n .  To m e a s u r e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  w r i t e r  
d i s t r i b u t e d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  p o s t c a r d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  
h i s  a d d r e s s .  S i n c e  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e re  n o t  c h o s e n  r a n d o m ly  and  s i n c e  
o n l y  one h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y - s i x  p e r s o n s  r e s p o n d e d ,  no s t a t i s t i c a l  i n ­
f e r e n c e s  c a n  be d raw n  c o n c e r n i n g  a l l  6 , 5 0 0  d e l e g a t e s .  A l s o ,  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  m e a s u r e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
vii
s o u g h t  o r  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  M c G i l l .  H ow ever ,  
i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  one h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y -  
s i x  p e r s o n s  who d i d  r e s p o n d ;
1 .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s p e e c h . how w o u ld  you  r a t e  R a l p h
M c G i l l  a s  a  s p e a k e r ?  C i r c l e  o n e ;
p o o r  -  f a i r  - a d e q u a t e  - good - s u p e r i o r
T o t a l
( 1 4 6 )  7 6 22 78 33
2 .  Were M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  s o  a s  t o  be c l e a r l y  u n d e r ­
s t o o d ?
3 7 12 60 64
3 .  How c o n c l u s i v e l y  d i d  M c G i l l  p r o v e  h i s  p o i n t ( s ) ?
8 8 21 57 52
F i n a l l y ,  r e s e a r c h  h a s  r e v e a l e d  R a l p h  M c G i l l  a s  a  man o f  i n ­
t e g r i t y ,  good w i l l ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  and  p u r p o s e .  P e r s o n s  who 
s h a r e  M c G i l l ' s  hope  f o r  e q u a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a l l ,  h a v e  o f t e n  found  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  s t r e n g t h  i n  h i s  o r a t o r y .  M c G i l l ' s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
a v a i l a b l e  m eans  o f  p e r s u a s i o n  a n d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a d j u s t  t o  o r a l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  p l e a  t h a t ,  a s  
b o t h  he  a n d  Abraham L i n c o l n  s a i d  a t  C o o p e r  U n i o n ,  " r i g h t  d o e s  make 




The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t r e m e n d o u s  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  
p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  e x p a n d e d  
i t s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  t o  t o u c h  n e a r l y  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  l i f e .  The 
N e g ro  h a s  b e g u n  t o  w i n  h i s  b a s i c  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  a n d  r e c e i v e  e q u a l  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  and  e c o n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t y .
From 1 9 3 8 ,  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  P u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  
A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , h a s  p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  a n d ,  some b e l i e v e ,  k e y  
r o l e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  S o u t h .  L a t e  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  
M c G i l l  b e g a n  a  l o n g  v i g i l  f o r  human r i g h t s ,  w h i c h  g a i n e d  i m p e t u s  w i t h  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme C o u r t ' s  1954 r u l i n g  a g a i n s t  s c h o o l  s e g r e g a ­
t i o n .
M c G i l l ,  o f t e n  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  N e g r o ,  
h a s  n e v e r  d e v o t e d  h i s  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t s  t o  one c a u s e .  R a t h e r ,  he  h a s  
w r i t t e n  and  s p o k e n  a b o u t  a n y  i s s u e  w h i c h  seemed i m p o r t a n t  a t  a  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  w h e t h e r  p o l i t i c s ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  m o r a l i t y ,  
o r  e d u c a t i o n .  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  h a s  t a k e n  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  c h a n g e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  one i n s t r u m e n t  he  
h a s  u s e d  h a s  b e e n  o r a t o r y .
P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S t u d y
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  r e p o r t ,  a n a l y z e ,  and  e v a l u a t e  
t h e  s p e e c h  t h e o r y  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  R a l p h  M c G i l l .  To d e t e r m i n e  M c G i l l ' s
1
2
e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  h i s  s p e a k i n g  w i l l  be j u d g e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a u d i e n c e  
r e s p o n s e ,  c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  wisdom i n  j u d g i n g  t r e n d s ,  and  h i s  own s p e e c h  
t h e o r y .  Two s p e e c h e s  a r e  t o  be s t u d i e d  i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,  
d e l i v e r e d  a t  L e x i n g t o n ,  K e n t u c k y ,  F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1959 ,  and  M c G i l l ' s  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Miami B e a c h ,  F l o r i d a ,  
J u n e  3 0 ,  1966 .
P l a n  o f  t h e  S tu d y
A n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  
w i l l  i n c l u d e  s e v e n  c h a p t e r s .  C h a p t e r  One,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o v i d e s  
a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  p l a n  o f  t h e  
s t u d y .
C h a p t e r  Two c o n s i s t s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
h i s  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  and  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .
C h a p t e r  T h r e e  p r e s e n t s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  and  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  
" S p e e c h  T h e o r y , "  o r ,  i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  M c G i l l  on s p e e c h  r e l a t e d  
t o p i c s .  T h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  t h e n  u s e d  a s  one c r i t e r i o n  u p o n  w h ic h  
M c G i l l ' s  o r a t o r y  i s  j u d g e d .
C h a p t e r  F o u r  h a s  a t h r e e - f o l d  p u r p o s e ,  t o  a n a l y z e  M c G i l l ' s  
s p e e c h  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and  d e l i v e r y .
C h a p t e r  F i v e  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  
B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1 9 5 9 .  The 
p u r p o s e  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how s u c c e s s f u l  M c G i l l  was  i n  p r o p o s i n g  t h a t  
s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
C h a p t e r  S i x  a l s o  i s  a  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  one  s p e e c h ,  t h e
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a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  by M c G i l l  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
J u n e  3 0 ,  1966 ,  Miami B e a c h ,  F l o r i d a .
C h a p t e r  S e v e n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  p r a c t i c e .
S o u r c e s
Most  v a l u a b l e  was  M c G i l l ' s  d a i l y  co lum n  i n  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n . P r o m o t e d  t o  E x e c u t i v e  E d i t o r  i n  1938 ,  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  c o n ­
t i n u o u s l y  u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t .  M c G i l l ' s  c o lu m n  h a s  g r e a t  v a l u e  a s  a  
s o u r c e  b e c a u s e ,  i n  i t  M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e s  h i s  b e l i e f s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  p e r ­
s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  o p i n i o n s .  S u b j e c t  m a t e r i a l  h a s  no  l i m i t ,  
r a n g i n g  f ro m  c o o k i n g  t o  C h u r c h i l l ,  p o e t r y  t o  p o l i t i c s ,  and  s o u r c e s  t o  
s t y l e .
O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by  M c G i l l ,  
s p e e c h  m a n u s c r i p t s  p r o v i d e d  by  M c G i l l ,  and  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  M c G i l l  and  
h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  M i s s  G r a c e  Lundy .  P r i m a r y  m a t e r i a l s  h a v e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  
l e t t e r s  f r o m  c l a s s m a t e s  and  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  c o p i e s  o f  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s .
M c G i l l ' s  The S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l l y  d e ­
s c r i b e s  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h .  W h i l e  t h i s  
b o o k  p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d h o o d  i n f l u e n c e s  a n d  a few 
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  M c G i l l  f o c u s e s  l a r g e l y  u p o n  t h e  S o u t h .  L i t t l e  
i s  s a i d  a b o u t  h i s  own r o l e .  R e v i e w i n g  M c G i l l ' s  book  f o r  The New York  
Time a , C l a u d e  S i t t o n  c o n c l u d e d ;
Some may q u i b b l e  o v e r  s m a l l  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  b o o k - - i t s  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  . . . and  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  i n c l u d e
s o m e t h i n g  more  o f  h i s  own r o l e  a s  a  b e n d e r  o f  t w i g s .*
L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  p e r s o n a l  
c a r e e r .  S e v e r a l  human i n t e r e s t  a r t i c l e s  o f f e r  b r i e f  a c c o u n t s  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  a c t i v i t y ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  n o  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  r e ­
p o r t e d  :
B a r k e r ,  G e o r g e .  A r t i c l e  i n  The N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  (November 
5 ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p p .  10 ,  2 0 .
" R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  New S o u t h , "  M c C a l l i e  A lumni  J o u r n a l  
( J u l y ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  p p .  1 4 - 1 5 .
S i b l e y ,  C e l e s t i n e .  " T h ey  D o n ' t  S c a r e  M c G i l l , "  S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  
P o s t . 231 (D ecem ber  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  2 5 ,  5 1 ,  5 2 .
^New Y ork  T im es  Book R e v i e w . A p r i l  14 ,  1963 ,  V I I ,  p .  16 .
CHAPTER II
RALPH MCGILL'S SPEECH EDUCATION
To e v a l u a t e  R a l p h  M c G i l l * s  s p e e c h e s ,  p r e m i s e s ,  a n d  s p e e c h
t h e o r y ,  one  m u s t  s t u d y  h i s  e n t i r e  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n .  T h o n s s e n  and
B a i r d ,  s c h o l a r s  i n  s p e e c h  c r i t i c i s m ,  w r o t e  t h a t ,
t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  k n o w le d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  f i g u r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  i n  
a n y  c r i t i c a l  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  h i s  m e r i t .  R h e t o r i c i a n s  g e n e r a l l y  
a g r e e  t h a t  a  sound  t r a i n i n g - - a  b r o a d  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  
f i e l d  o f  k n o w l e d g e - - i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r .  . . . R e c e n t  s t u d i e s  r e s t  on so u n d  p r e c e ­
d e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  o r a t o r ' s  
b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  a  f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s  s u b j e c t e d  
t o  c r i t i c i s m .  . . . t h e  c r i t i c  w i l l  be  i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  a n  o r a t o r ' s  a r g u m e n t s  i f  he  knows t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  t h i n k i n g  r e s t s .
What p r e p a r a t i o n  h a s  M c G i l l  had  f o r  h i s  r o l e  a s  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r
To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n
a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be  made o f  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ,
n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  and
s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .
C h i l d h o o d  E x p e r i e n c e s  
C h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g  w e r e  h i s  f a rm  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  f a m i l y  i n f l u e n c e ,  r e a d i n g  
h a b i t s ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g .
^ L e s t e r  T h o n s s e n  a n d  A. C r a i g  B a i r d ,  S p e e c h  C r i t i c i s m  The 
D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  R h e t o r i c a l  A p p r a i s a l  (New Y o rk :  The
R o n a l d  P r e s s  Company,  1 9 4 8 ) ,  p .  3 3 6 .
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Farm E n v i r o n m e n t
M c G i l l  l i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s ,  a n d  m o s t  summers u n t i l  he
was  s i x t e e n ,  on a  " som ew ha t  i s o l a t e d  C a l v i n i s t  f a r m  com m uni ty  l o c a t e d
2
some t w e n t y  m i l e s  u p r i v e r  f ro m  C h a t t a n o o g a . "  The e n v i r o n m e n t  on t h i s  
s i x - h u n d r e d  a c r e  f a r m ,  s i t u a t e d  t e n  m i l e s  f rom  S o d d y ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  had  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s  a b o u t  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  h i s  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and  h i s  l a n g u a g e .
Race  r e l a t i o n s . G row ing  up o n  a s m a l l  f a rm  i n  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e
i n f l u e n c e d  M c G i l l ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .  B e c a u s e  t h e r e
w e re  few N e g r o e s ,  M c G i l l  was  e x p o s e d  t o  l i t t l e  o v e r t  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e .
Soddy  was  a  " f a r m  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  s m a l l  m i n i n g  c e n t e r  by
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  c o a l , "  t h u s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r  p l a n t a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g
c h e a p  l a b o r .  A l s o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was  l e s s  c o t t o n  t h a n  f a r t h e r  s o u t h ,
t h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r  N e g r o e s :
We a l w a y s  r a i s e d  a few a c r e s  o f  w h e a t  c n  o u r  p l a c e  i n  T e n n e s s e e .
I t  was  n i n e  m i l e s  f ro m  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  and  was  b o t t o m  and  h i l l  
f a r m  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r .  We n e v e r  knew c o t t o n .
We r a n  t o  c o r n ,  w h e a t ,  m u l e s  and  h o r s e s , ^
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  many
N e g r o e s .  Any h e l p  u s e d  on t h e  f a r m  was  r e c r u i t e d  " f r o m  t h e  w h i t e
t e n a n t s  on  t h e  p l a c e . M c G i l l  w r o t e ,  " I  remember  when I  saw my f i r s t
ZR a l p h  M c G i l l ,  The S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r  ( B o s t o n :  L i t t l e ,
Brown and  Company,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p”  4 7 .
3 I b i d . . p .  30 .
^The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  14 ,  1950 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
3S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r . p .  6 4 .
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N egro  I  t h o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  i t  was a c o a l  m i n e r .  But  I  was a boy  t h e n ,  
come maybe o nce  a  m on th  t o  t h e  town."® He s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t ,  " h a v i n g  
s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  l i f e  somehow, w i t h  no p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  p e o p l e  a s  
p e o p l e - - a t  l e a s t  n o n e  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r - - I  h a v e  a l w a y s  l i k e d  p e o p l e . " ^
He d i d  n o t ,
, . . r e c a l l  a n y  o f  t h e  p r e p o s t e r o u s  o r  v i c i o u s  r a c i s t  dema-  
g o g u e r y  met  w i t h  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  I t  c o u l d  be  h e a r d  i n  s t a t e s  
t o  t h e  S o u t h  o f  u s  b u t  we l a r g e l y  e s c a p e d  i t .  I t  w o u ld  n e t  
be h o n e s t  t o  be smug a b o u t  t h i s .  T h e r e  w e re  few N e g r o e s  i n  
E a s t  Tennes0fee .  M id d le  T e n n e s s e e  had  n o  h i s t o r y  o f  r a c i a l  
a g i t a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s . ®
P e r s o n a l i t y . M c G i l l ' s  f a rm  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  h i s  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  him t o  be i n d e p e n d e n t :
. . .  I  h a i l  f rom  a r i v e r  b o t t o m  fa rm  a l o n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e ,  w i t h  
t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  C um ber land  m o u n t a i n s  c l i m b i n g  f rom 
i t  on  i n t o  t h e  d e e p  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  S m o k ie s .  I  s a y  t h i s  
m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  h i l l s  i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  and  
a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  c o n c e r n e d  I  h a v e  my s h a r e ,  and  v a l u e  i t  v e r y  
h i g h l y  i n d e e d . ^
I n t e l l e c t u a l  m a t u r i t y . L i v i n g  on a n  i s o l a t e d  f a rm  may have  
d e l a y e d  M c G i l l ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i . e . ,  h i s  e x p o s u r e  t o  im ­
p o r t a n t  i d e a s .  L o c a t e d  t e n  m i l e s  f rom  Soddy and  a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i l e s  
f ro m  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  t h e  f a rm  was  c u t - o f f  f rom  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d .  Be­
c a u s e  M c G i l l  o n l y  l i v e d  on t h e  f a rm  f o r  s i x  y e a r s ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , J u n e  19 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14. 
^ I b i d . ,  S e p te m b e r  2 3 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14.
®South and t h e  S o u t h e r n e r . p .  109 .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A u g u s t  30 ,  1951 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
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summers u n t i l  he was  s i x t e e n ,  he p r o b a b l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  no  s e r i o u s  
e f f e c t s ;  b u t  h i s  p a r e n t s 1 r e s e r v o i r  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  be  p a s s e d  
t o  M c G i l l ,  may h a v e  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  „ M c G i l l  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  i s o l a t e d  
f a r m ;  he
. , ,, r em em bered  t h e  w e a t h e r b e a t e n  o l d  w h i t e  oak  p o s t ;  t h e  
m e t a l  m a i l  box  d u l l e d  w i t h  r a i n  a n d  w i n t e r  s l e e t ,  . . . The
m a i l - - r u r a l  f r e e  d e l i v e r y - - t h e  R F D - - t h e  m a i l  m a n - - w o r d  o f  t h e  
o u t s i d e  w o r l d  b e f o r e  r a d i o  o r  t e l e p h o n e  came t o  f a r m s - - i t  w a s ,  
t h e  m a i l  w a s ,  t h e  g r e a t  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d .  He b r o u g h t  t h e
f o r  l a n g u a g e ,  and  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s .  C e l e s t i n e
S i b l e y ,  l o n g - t i m e  w r i t e r  f o r  M c G i l l ' s  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . a l s o
r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  co lu m n :
The c o lu m n s  r e v e a l  t h e  f a rm  boy  who i s  a l i v e  t o  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  
h i s  l a n d ,  w r i t i n g  o f  " t h e  a c r i d ,  n o s t a l g i c  s m e l l  o f  wood b u r n ­
i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  w e e k l y  w a s h d a y  p o t s ;  t h e  p i n e - a n d - o a k  smoke 
f ro m  t h e  c h i m n e y s  o f  f a r m h o u s e s  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  t h e  s m e l l  o f  w e t  
p lo w e d  e a r t h . " H
M c G i l l ^  f a rm  b a c k g r o u n d  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c o n t e n t
\
o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s p e a k i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S eed  T r a d e
A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  C h i c a g o ,  Decem ber  4 ,  1 9 5 8 ,  M c G i l l  t o l d  a b o u t  h i s  l i f e
on " a n  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  c o r n  a n d  m u le  f a r m  a l o n g  t h e  b o t t o m  l a n d s  o f
t h e  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r " :
As a  young  boy  I  h a v e  r i d d e n  a h o r s e  t o  t h e  m i l l  w i t h  a s a c k  
o f  c o r n  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e . I  r em em ber  y e t  t h e  n u t - s w e e t  s m e l l
n e w s .
A r u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  g a v e  M c G i l l  a  l o v e  and a f e e l
I Q l b i d . ,  J u n e  14 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.
^ S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t . V o l .  231 (December  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  51 ,
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o f  t h e  m i l l ,  t h e  w a r n  f e e l  o f  t h e  s t o n e s  and  o f  t h e  m e a l  i t ­
s e l f  a s  i t  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  b i n  I  h a v e  p low ed  c o r n ,  f i r s t  
" b u s t i n g  m i d d l e s "  and  t h e n  g r a d u a t i n g  w i t h  p r i d e  t o  t h e  a d ­
v a n c e d  s t e p  o f  " p l o w i n g  a r o u n d "  c o r n  w i t h  a  d o u b l e - s h o v e l  
p l o w .12
Not o n l y  d i d  M c G i l l ' s  o u t d o o r  l i f e  a f f e c t  b i s  own l a n g u a g e ,
when a s k e d  by j o u r n a l i s m  s t u d e n t s  how t h e y  c o u l d  l e a r n  t o  w r i t e ,  he
a n s w e r e d  t h a t  i t  i s  good t o  b e ,
. - . a t e l l e r  o f  t a l e s  who c a n  p u t  i n t o  them  t h e  l a n g u a g e
o f  p e r s o n s  and  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  s o i l  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e .  I t  a l s o  
i s  a  f i n e  t h i n g ,  f o r  a  w r i t e r ,  . . .  t o  h a v e  a n  e y e  f o r  t r e e s  
and  h i l l s  and  b i r d s  and  a n i m a l s  and  a  memory f o r  s m e l l s  and  
s o u n d s .  . . . About t h e  o n l y  a d v i c e  I  know i s  t o  w o rk  w i t h  
w o rd s  and t o  t r y  and  make th em  l i v e ;  t o  s e e k  and  make them move 
e a s i l y  a c r o s s  t h e  p a g e s ,  and  t o  c a u s e  them t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  
and  t o  b u i l d  i m a g e s .
F a m i l y  I n f l u e n c e
The s e c o n d  m a j o r  d e t e r m i n a n t  u n d e r  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s  was 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  f a t h e r  and  m o t h e r
F a  t  he r  , M c G i l l ' s  f a t h e r  i n t r o d u c e d  h im t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ,  and p o l i t i c s .  H i s  f a t h e r  " h a d  o n l y  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  s c h o o l i n g  
o f f e r e d  i n  t h o s e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n s ,  b u t  he had  a l i k i n g  
f o r  b o o k s  a n d  a g r i e f  b e c a u s e  he had  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  h a v e  more  e d u ­
c a t i o n . " ^  H is  g o a l  had  b e e n  t o  become a l a w y e r ,  b u t ,  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  
" i n  a l a w y e r ' s  o f f i c e "  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  he  became a "good  s a l e s m a n "
1 ?■‘‘ M a n u s c r i p t  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by  R a l p h  M c G i l l .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , May 7 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.  
^^ S o u t  h and  t_he S o u t h e r n e r  , p . 4 7.
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o f  h e a t e r s . ^  M c G i l l ,  who l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i v e ,  a c c r e d ­
i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r  w i t h  h a v i n g  t a u g h t  h im :
I t  was  my f a t h e r  who e a r l y  e n c o u r a g e d  me t o  r e a d .  Books w ere  
few a t  t h e  f a r m .  M ost  o f  th e m  w e r e  r e l i g i o u s  i n  t h e m e ,  i n ­
c l u d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  s e r m o n s .  I  c o u l d  r e a d  w e l l  
b e f o r e  I  e n t e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e ,  a n  e v e n t  d e l a y e d  by a n  i l l ­
n e s s .  . . . My f a t h e r  t a u g h t  me .  . . .  He was  a  h a r d w o r k i n g ,  
k i n d l y  man .  T h e r e  was  a s t r e a k  o f  s t u b b o r n n e s s  i n  h im ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  b r o o d i n g ,  b u t  t h e s e  moods w e re  a l w a y s  s h o r t .  He was  p r e t t y  
much t h e  C a l v i n i s t  P u r i t a n  and  was i n c l i n e d  t o  be  d o g m a t i c  i n  
h i s  v i e w s .  I f  he  e v e r  t o o k  a  d r i n k  I  n e v e r  knew i t ,  and  i f  he 
e v e r  u s e d  p r o f a n i t y  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  i t . Yet  I  n e v e r  h a d  e v e n  a 
l i g h t  s p a n k i n g  f ro m  h im ,  t h o u g h  I  d e s e r v e d  many.*®
M c G i l l ' s  f a t h e r ,  p r o b a b l y  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ,  t a u g h t
h im  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t :
P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  my " r a i s i n g , "  I  h a v e  h a d  f rom  boyhood  on  
w h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  a n d  i t s  
p l a c e  i n  o u r  l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  a s  a n  o f f i c e ,  and  t h e  
C o n g r e s s  a s  t h e  v o i c e  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .
M c G i l l ' s  f a t h e r  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  him t o  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  s c i e n c e
he  w o u ld  l o v e  m o s t  a s  a n  a d u l t .  P o l i t i c s  made a  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n :
I  h a v e  o n l y  e p i s o d i c  m e m o r i e s  o f  b a s e b a l l ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  and  
B a p t i s t  r e v i v a l s  t o  w h i c h  I  w e n t  f o r  e x c i t e m e n t ,  o f  c i r c u s e s ,  
a n d  o t h e r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  . . . B u t  p o l i t i c s  I  do  rem e m b er .
My f a t h e r  t o o k  me a l o n g  t o  t h e  p o l l s .  I  saw t h e  r e t u r n s  i n  
1908 when W i l l i a m  Howard T a f t  b e a t  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n ,  I  
was  t o o  young  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t  t o  mean a n y t h i n g  t o  me s a v e  t o  
s h a r e  i n  my f a t h e r ' s  p a r t i s a n  j o y .  But i n  1912 when Woodrow 
W i l s o n  won I  was  a l r e a d y  s e c r e t l y  a  W i l s o n  man f ro m  much r e a d ­
i n g  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  h im .*®
1 5 I b i d . , p p .  4 0  & 3 3 .
16I b i d . . p .  3 8 .
*7A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1958 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
18 South and the Southerner, pp. 102-104.
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I n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r  c o lu m n ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  a g a i n  o f  h i s  e a r l y  e x p o s u r e  t o
p o l i t i c s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  i s  a  s t r o n g  D e m o c r a t ,
a c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  i n f l u e n c e d  many o f  h i s  p o l i c i e s :
When I  was a  b o y  o f  a b o u t  10 y e a r s  o f  a g e  my f a t h e r  . . . 
e n c o u r a g e d  me t o  v i s i t  t h e  p o l l s  on  e l e c t i o n  d a y .  . . ,
Woodrow W i l s o n  won me c o m p l e t e l y  and  I  became a l m o s t  a f a n a ­
t i c  f o l l o w e r  o f  t h e  P r i n c e t o n  t e a c h e r .  1 c a s t  my f i r s t  v o t e  
f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n e e s  i n  1 9 2 0 - - C o x  and  
R o o s e v e l t - - a n d  a g a i n s t  W a r r e n  G. H a r d i n g .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  c a s t  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  D e m o c r a t i c  v o t e  s i n c e  and  do  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  a n y  
o t h e r  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . ^
M o t h e r . W h i le  M c G i l l ' s  f a t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  ir.  
r e a d i n g ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  p o l i t i c s ,  h i s  m o t h e r  was  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  
s t r e n g t h  a t  home. Her i n f l u e n c e  was  n o t  a s  o b v i o u s ,  s o  more  d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  d e f i n e .  However ,  s h e  may h a v e  k i n d l e d  t h e  f l a m e  o f  m o r a l  
c o n c e r n  w h i c h  m o t i v a t e d  M c G i l l  f o r  y e a r s  t o  come:
At home,  my m o t h e r  was  t h e  g u i d i n g  f o r c e ,  b u t  s o  q u i e t l y  
t h a t  i t  was  y e a r s  b e f o r e  I  r e a l i z e d  i t . . . . She e n c o u r a g e d
and  i n s p i r e d .  She was  a l w a y s  a b e l i e v i n g  p e r s o n .  She had  a 
p e r s o n a l  f a i t h  w h i c h  s u s t a i n e d  h e r  and  o t h e r s .
I t  was  p r o b a b l y  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  m e a s u r e d  s u s t e n a n c e ,  t h e n ,  w h i c h  
l e d  M c G i l l  t o  s e l e c t  s u c h  t o p i c s  a s  t h a t  u s e d  a t  t h e  1960 L o v e j o y  
C o n v o c a t  i o n :
B u t ,  l e t  u s  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  c e n t r a l  th e m e ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  man and  h i s  c a p a c i t y  t o  b e l i e v e - - t h i s  was  w h a t  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z e d  L o v e j o y  a n d  o t h e r s  l i k e  h i m - - h e  b e l i e v e d .  He had  v a l u e s .
H is  m ind  was  n o t  w i t h d r a w n  on t h e  i s s u e .  I t  b e l i e v e d . ^
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . S e p t e m b e r  13 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
^ Q s o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  4 4 - 4 5 .
? 1S p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  by R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  t h e  1960 L o v e j o y  C o n v o c a ­
t i o n ,  C o lb y  C o l l e g e ,  W a t e r v i l l e ,  M a i n e ,  November 10 ,  1 9 6 0 .  M a n u s c r i p t  
p r o v i d e d  b y  R a l p h  M c G i l l .  See  a l s o :  V i t a l  S p e e c h e s . XXVII (D ecem ber
15 ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  1 3 4 - 1 3 7 .
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R e a d i n g  H a b i t  s
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f a rm  e n v i r o n m e n t  and  f a m i l y  i n f l u e n c e s ,  M c G i l l ' s  
c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  r e a d i n g .  He w r o t e  o f  b o oks  and t h e i r  
e f  f  e c t :
. . . I  am one who a c t u a l l y  h i d  i n  a b a r n  l o f t  t o  r e a d  t h e  
D ic k  M e r r i w e l l  s t o r y .  . . .  I  r e a d  t h e  B u f f a l o  B i l l  s t o r i e s  
and  t h e  W i ld  West p a p e r  n o v e l s  i n  t h e  same s t u d y - - t h e  b a r n  
l o f t .  . . . They w e r e n ' t  bad  b o o k s .  . , „ and I  am c o n v i n c e d  
t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  o f  t h o s e  s t o r i e s  and  books  had a n  e f f e c t .
R i g h t  a l w a y s  t r i u m p h e d .  H o n e s t y  em erged  a s  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y .  
I n t e g r i t y  and  f a i r  p l a y  w ere  s t r o n g  a s s e t s .
Moving  t o  C h a t t a n o o g a  a t  t h e  ag e  o f  s i x ,  M c G i l l  had w ha t  a p ­
p e a r s  t o  h ave  b e e n  a n  u n u s u a l  f o n d n e s s  f o r  b o o k s .  R e a d i n g  t o o k  p r e c e ­
d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  u s u a l  boyhood i n t e r e s t s ,  u n t i l  p o o r  h e a l t h  r e q u i r e d  him 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o l d  fa rm :
I  was  a t h i n ,  s c r a w n y  y o u t h ,  b u t  I  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  p l a y  b a s e b a l l  
and  f o o t b a l l  w i t h  t h e  s a n d  l o t  te a m s  w h ic h  we fo rm ed  i n  Che 
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  s p o r t s  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l .  Yet 
i t  was t h e  C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y  t h a t  drew me m os t  s t r o n g l y .  In  
t h o s e  e a r l y  summers I  w ou ld  r i d e  my b i k e  two m i l e s  e v e r y  m o rn i n g  
t o  c h e c k  o u t  a  new b o o k .  I  r e a d  so  much t h a t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  
summer i n  C h a t t a n o o g a  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  me b a c k  t o  t h e  
f a rm  u p r i v e r  t o  s t a y  w i t h  my g r a n d m o t h e r .  . . .  I n  t h e  s u c c e e d ­
i n g  summers I  managed  t o  r e a d  bo o k s  found  on  t h e  f a r m h o u s e  
s h e l v e s ,  m o s t l y  on r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t s .  . . and  w i t h o u t  a n y  n o t i c e
o f  i t  f rom  me, my h e a l t h  came s l o w l y  b a c k . ^
I n  1949 ,  M cG i l l  d i s c u s s e d  o t h e r  bo o k s  r e a d  a s  a c h i l d ,  c o n ­
c l u d i n g  t h a t  he g a i n e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y :
L o o k i n g  b a c k  a t  my own c h i l d h o o d  r e a d i n g s ,  t h e  f i r s t  I  c a n  
r e c a l l  w e re  t h e  f a i r y  s t o r i e s  o f  J a c k  and  t h e  B e a n s t a l k ,
S l e e p i n g  B e a u t y  and  t h e  l i k e .  . . . The H en ty  b o oks  w ere  among
22 A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , F e b r u a r y  I ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
23 South and the Southerner, pp. 48-49.
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my f a v o r i t e s .  I  s t i l l  r e g a r d  them a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  o f  r e a l  
v a l u e .  They  p r o v i d e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y .  . . . The
R o v e r  Boys and  a s e r i e s  o f  b o o k s  a b o u t  a n  I n d i a n  c a l l e d  
" D e e r f o o t "  pop n e x t  i n t o  my memory.  A f t e r  t h a t  I  g r a d u a t e d  t o  
t h e  W a v e r l y  n o v e l s  a t  a n  a g e  much t o o  im m a tu re  f o r  them .  I  
w en t  t h r o u g h  a c r a z e  a b o u t  I r e l a n d  . . . I r i s h  s t o r i e s ,  n o v e l s
and  p l a y s .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  my l i f e - - w h e n  I  was  a b o u t  12 
y e a r s  o l d - - I  was r e a d i n g  two b o o k s  p e r  d a y .  . . . The t r u t h
i s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  I  h a v e  j u s t  now l e a r n e d  
I  r e a d  a  l o t  o f  u s e l e s s  s t u f f .  I  am g e t t i n g  i n  s h a p e  t o  s t a r t  
i n  on  t h e  famous  " 1 0 0  b o o k s "  s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o .  . . .  I  s u p p o s e  I  am j u s t  now l e a r n i n g  
how t o  u s e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d .  I f  a n y  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  r e a d  t o  
me o r  r e a d  by  me a s  a  c h i l d  h a v e  come f l o a t i n g  up  i n  my a d u l t  
mind  I  d o n ' t  know i t .  But  maybe t h e y  h a v e . ^
E a r l i e r ,  M c G i l l  had  rem e m bered  a few o t h e r  b o o k s  he  r e a d  a s  a c h i l d ;
T h e r e  w e re  t h e  B a r b o u r  b o o k s ,  T r e a s u r e  I s l a n d ,  R o b i n s o n  C r u s o e .  
T h e r e  w e r e  t h e  D e e r f o o t  b o o k s ,  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  D e e r s l a y e r  and  
I v a n h o e , L o r n a  Doone and  V a n i t y  F a i r ;  The T a l e  o f  Two C i t i e s ,  
D av id  C o p p e r f i e l d ,  O l i v e r  T w i s t .  . . .  I  m i s s e d  many b o o k s  I  
s h o u l d  h a v e  r e a d .  B u t  I  was d r u n k  w i t h  b o o k s .  I  w en t  on t o  t h e  
War B e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e s .  . . .  I  d e v e l o p e d  a g r e a t  p a s s i o n  f o r  
t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ,  and  many b l o o d y - n o s e d  f i g h t  had  I  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  
t h a t  L o s t  C a u s e .  . . .  I  g o t  t h e n ,  and  h a v e  e n l a r g e d  s i n c e ,  a n  
immense d i s l i k e  f o r  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s  a n d  c o m p l e t e  h e r o  w o r s h i p  
f o r  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n ,  R o b e r t  E .  Lee a n d  N a t h a n  B e d f o r d  
F o r r e s t .  . . .  I f  I  had  t o  p i n  down t h e  b o o k s  t h a t  m os t  i n ­
f l u e n c e d  my v e r y  y o ung  l i f e  and  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  came h a r d  on t h e  
h e e l s  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  o f  A l g e r ,  B a r b o u r  and  H e n t y ,  I  w ou ld  
h a v e  t o  s a y  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  b o o k s  o f  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  and  L e e .
I  g o t  f ro m  them  a n d  f rom  my W elsh  and  S c o t t i s h  a n c e s t r y ,  t o o  
much s e n t i m e n t  . . .  a m i x t u r e  o f  n a i v e t e  a n d  r e a l i t y ,  a  b e l i e f  
i n  l o y a l t y  a n d  a l i k i n g  f o r  c a u s e s .  And a l s o  t h e  b i t t e r  f a c t  
t h a t  h i g h  i d e a l s ,  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y  and  h o n o r  a r e  n o t ,  i n  t h e m ­
s e l v e s ,  p a s s p o r t s  t o  v i c t o r y . ^5
Em ployment
A f o u r t h  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  j o b s  h e l d  by M c G i l l
24 A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , J u n e  3 ,  19 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14.  
^~*I b i d . . S e p t e m b e r  1,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
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i n  C h a t t a n o o g a .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c o l l e c t i n g  b i l l s  p r o b a b l y  was good  e x ­
p e r i e n c e  f o r  one who w ou ld  l a t e r  s p e a k  on c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s o c i a l  
p r o b l e m s :
The summer o f  c o l l e c t i n g  " s m a l l ,  mean b i l l s ,  some o f  them 
damned o l d  and  mean"  was  a f a s c i n a t i n g  o n e .  F r i t z  and W i e h l  
was a n  o l d ,  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  com pany ,  s e l l i n g  t h e  u s u a l  l i n e  
o f  d r u g s t o r e  s u p p l i e s .  . . .  I  was f o u r t e e n  and  a  h a l f  y e a r s  
o l d  and  n o t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  a  commanding f i g u r e .  But  t h e y  d i d  
n o t  n e e d  o n e .  A l l  t h e y  w a n t e d  was  someone t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  
b i l l  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  and  a r g u e  f o r  p a y m e n t . . . . The summers
a s  a s a l e s m a n  i n  a h a b e r d a s h e r y  s t o r e  w e re  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  
e a s y .  . . .  I  l e a r n e d  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t a s t e s  i n  t i e s ,  
s h i r t s ,  and  u n d e r w e a r .  I  a l s o  became a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  
v a n i t y  o f  t h e  m a le  a n i m a l . ^
M c G i l l ' s  "summer j o b  i n  1 9 1 8 , "  was  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
M a r i n e  C o rp s  a t  P a r r i s  I s l a n d ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  he  v a l u e d  
h i g h l y :
I  know t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  I  had  a t  t h e  o l d  M a r i n e  C o rp s  b o o t  
camp on P a r r i s  I s l a n d  a l o t  o f  y e a r s  a g o  was  more  v a l u a b l e  
t o  me t h a n  a n y  o n e ,  o r  e v e n  t w o ,  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  I  e v e r  
h a d .  I t  was  r o u g h  and  t o u g h  a n d  u n r e f i n e d ,  b u t  o u t  o f  i t  I  
g o t  more  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r d e r ,  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and  
p e o p l e  t h a n  I  e v e r  g o t  f rom  c o l l e g e  o r  l o w e r  g r a d e  s c h o o l .  . . .
i t  w a s - - t h e  b e s t  s c h o o l i n g  a man c o u l d  h a v e . ^ '
W o rk in g  on  a r o o f i n g  c rew  i n  1919 was M c G i l l ' s  " b e s t  and  m os t  
r e w a r d i n g  summer j o b . "  T h i s  w o rk  o f f e r e d  M c G i l l  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  members  o f  t h e  N e g ro  r a c e ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  he had  n o t  
known b e f o r e .  The young  boy  who t h e n  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  N eg ro  
b o s s ,  C h a r l i e  W h i t e ,  w o u ld  one  d a y  s p e a k  o u t  f o r  t h a t  m a n ' s  e n t i r e  
r a c e ;  he  w o u ld  n o t  " f o r g e t " :
^ S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  5 9 - 6 2  .
^ ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
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By midsummer I  r e a l i z e d  I  had  become v e r y  f o n d  o f  C h a r l i e  
an d  he  o f  m e . . . . I n  my l a s t  w eek  on t h e  j o b  we b o t h  b e g a n  
t o  t a l k  s a d l y  o f  my q u i t t i n g  t o  g o  o f f  t o  s c h o o l  a t  N a s h ­
v i l l e .  . . .  He knew I  had  t o  h a v e  a j o b  t h e r e  a n d  t h a t  I  
w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b o r r o w  some m one y .  . . . C h a r l i e  i n s i s t e d  he  
w o u ld  b r i n g  t h e  o l d  t r u c k  o u t  a n d  t a k e  me a n d  my t r u n k  down 
t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  . . . " D o n ' t  f o r g e t  m e , "  he  s a i d .  " I ' l l  
n e v e r  f o r g e t  y o u ,  C h a r l i e , "  I  s a i d .  . . .  He s t e p p e d  b a c k ,  
r e a c h e d  i n  h i s  i n s i d e  c o a t  p o c k e t ,  a n d  t o o k  o u t  a n  e n v e l o p e .
" D o n ' t  you  o p e n  t h i s  t i l l  you  g e t  on  t h e  t r a i n , "  h e  s a i d .  . . . 
When t h e  t r a i n  was  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  I  o p e n e d  t h e  e n v e l o p e .
T h e r e  was  a f o l d e d  f i v e - d o l l a r  b i l l  and  s c r a w l e d  n o t e .  " F o r  
my h e l p e r  t o  s p e n d  a t  s c h o o l , "  i t  r e a d .  I t  was  t h e n  I  w e p t . ^ ®
R e l i g i o u s  T r a i n i n g
M c G i l l  was  e x p o s e d  t o  C a l v i n i s m  b o t h  a t  home a n d  i n  t h e  " w h i t e ,
c l a p b o a r d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h . " 2 9  M c G i l l  r em e m bered  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g
b e t w e e n  b o r i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  o r a l  r e a d i n g :
. . . t h e  e a r n e s t  v o i c e  r e a d i n g  f ro m  t h e  B i b l e  . . . h e s i ­
t a t i n g  o v e r  w o rd s  . . . m i s p r o n o u n c i n g  t h e  B i b l i c a l  names  
. . . f a l t e r i n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s o n o r o u s  p r o s e  s t r e t c h e s
. . . and  t h e  t e r r i b l e  s l e e p i n e s s  w h i c h  came w i t h  t h e  v o i c e ,
r i s i n g  a n d  f a l l i n g  i n  t h e  S u n d ay  m o r n i n g  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s .
B u t ,  now a n d  t h e n ,  someone  w o u ld  be  t h e r e  t o  r e a d  who w o u ld  
make t h e  w o r d s  come a l i v e  a n d  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  f u l l  m a j e s t y  o f  
t h e  K in g  J a m e s  v e r s i o n  p r o s e ,  a n d  t h e n  i t  w o u ld  m a r c h  and  
s t i r  a n d  t r u m p e t s  w o u ld  s o u n d . ^0
At t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  i n  S o d d y ,  M c G i l l  h e a r d  l o n g  f u n d a ­
m e n t a l i s t  s e r m o n s :
. . . t h e  C a l v i n i s t i c  s e r v i c e s  . . . w e re  h o t  w i t h  t h e  f i r e s
o f  a n  e t e r n a l  h e l l  a n d  p e r f u m e d  b y  s u l p h u r  a n d  b r i m s t o n e .
They  w e r e  n e v e r  m i l d  s e r m o n s ,  a s  I  r e c a l l .  . . . The s e r m o n s
^ ®South  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  6 3 - 6 8 .
^ ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s M t u t i o n . A p r i l  14 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  16.  
~̂ I b i d . ,  D ecember  1 8 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
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w e re  l o n g .  A man who c o u l d n ' t  p r e a c h  h e 1 1 - f i r e  a n d  d a m n a t i o n  
f o r  a  good h o u r  was  r e g a r d e d  a s  weak  and  s l o t h f u l  and  l i k e l y  
t o  l e t  s i n  g e t  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h i n g s .  The P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a i t h  
i n  t h o s e  d a y s  was  s t e r n e r  t h a n  now, I  t h i n k ,  a n d  d e b a t e d  
i n f a n t  d a m n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  aw esom e,  p r e - d e s t i n e d  e n d s  o f  man.
So t h e  l o n g  h o u r  p a s s e d  . . . 3 ^
What e f f e c t ,  i f  a n y ,  d i d  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  u p o n  M c G i l l ?
He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  C a l v i n i s t  t r a i n i n g  may h a v e  made h im  more  s e n s i t i v e ,
b u t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  M c G i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  much
o f  t h e  s t r i c t  d o c t r i n e .  M c G i l l ,  who i s  p r e s e n t l y  a n  E p i s c o p a l i a n ,
w r o t e :
B e i n g  P r e s b y t e r i a n  b o r n  . . .  I  know w o r r y  and  t h e  r e m o r s e  
o f  c o n s c i e n c e .  The h o t  b r e a t h  o f  C a l v i n  o f t e n  i s  a  b low t o r c h  
on  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  p a n t s  o f  my i m m o r t a l  s o u l .  I  am a r e s t l e s s  
r e b e l  who c a n n o t  r e g u l a r l y  e n d u r e  t h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  The u t t e r a n c e s  o f  m o s t  d i v i n e s  make me
32d a n c e  w i t h  i m p o t e n t  r a g e  o r  a n g r y  d e n i a l  o f  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s .
M c G i l l ' s  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  p r o b a b l y  h a s  a f f e c t e d  h i s  a c t i o n s ,
b u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e s s .  He w r o t e :
But  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  h o t  b r e a t h  o f  C a l v i n  h a s  b e e n  
on my n e c k  s i n c e  b i r t h  o r  w h e t h e r  I  h a v e  g o t  t o o  much s e n s e ,
I  n e v e r  c o u l d  e n d u r e  n i g h t  c l u b s  o r  g a m b l i n g  a s  a  way t o  s p e n d  
m oney .  B o th  seem t o  be t h e  h e i g h t  o f  s t u p i d i t y  a n d  d u l l n e s s  
t o  m e .33
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  C a l v i n i s m  n o r  good  
s e n s e  k e p t  M c G i l l  f rom  w h i s k e y  a n d  b e i n g  a  " w i l d "  r e p o r t e r  i n  N a s h ­
v i l l e ,  t h o u g h ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  he  h a s  g i v e n  up  d r i n k .
3 1 I b i d . ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  16 .
3^ I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  18 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
3 3 j b i d . ,  November 2 1 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2 4 .
3^ G eorge  B a r k e r ,  The N a s h v i 1 l e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z in e  
(N ovember  5 ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  10 .
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I n  summary ,  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  i n f l u e n c e d  by  
s e v e r a l  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  f a r m  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  f a m i l y  
I n f l u e n c e s ,  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g .
A r u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  p u b l i c  em p loym en t  c a u s e d  M c G i l l  t o  be  i n d e p e n ­
d e n t ,  y e t  he knew no  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  N e g r o e s .  The young  f a r m e r  
d e v e l o p e d  a  l a s t i n g  l o v e  f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  and  was  e a r l y  m o t i v a t e d  t o  r e a d .
F o r m a l  E d u c a t i o n  
W h e t h e r  M c G i l l  had  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  s h o u l d  
h e l p  one  d e t e r m i n e  why he  s p e a k s  a s  he d o e s .  A l s o ,  k n o w le d g e  o f  h i s  
e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  
s p e e c h .  M c G i l l ' s  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c ­
t i o n s ,  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  M c C a l l i e  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l ,  a n d  V a n d e r b i l t  
U n i v e r s i t y .
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l
L e a v i n g  t h e  f a r m  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s i x ,  M c G i l l  " w e n t  f i r s t  t o  t h e
F o u r t h  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l "  i n  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  " a  l a r g e ,  u g l y ,  s q u a r e  tw o -
s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  g r a v e l - c o v e r e d  p l a y g r o u n d s . " ^ - *  B e c a u s e  o f  a
p r i n c i p a l  who e n c o u r a g e d  r e a d i n g ,  M c G i l l  r e m e m b ered  h i s  t r a i n i n g  a t
t h e  F o u r t h  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l  t o  be  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e ;
One y e a r  we had  a  new p r i n c i p a l ,  P r o f e s s o r  J o h n  C o u n t s .  He 
. . . a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  c l a s s  f ro m  t h e  f i f t h  g r a d e  
o n ,  t h e  f i n a l  p e r i o d  e a c h  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w o u ld  be g i v e n  
t o  r e a d i n g .  C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  r e a d  m o r e ,  he  s a i d .  . . . S o ,
~̂*South and the Southerner, p. 43.
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t h e n  a n d  t h e r e ,  he r e a d  u s  a c h a p t e r  f r o m  S h e . by  H. R i d e r  
H a g g a r d .  . . .  I  was  t h e n  i n  t h e  f i f t h  g r a d e ,  so  o u r  c l a s s  
had  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h i s .  U nder  h i s  s t i m u l a t i o n  we r e a d  
T r e a s u r e  I s l a n d  a n d  a number  o f  t h e  H e n t y  b o o k s . Now and  
t h e n  P r o f e s s o r  C o u n t s  w o u ld  d r o p  by  t o  r e a d  u s  a  p a g e  o r  s o ,  
o r  l i s t e n  t o  one  o f  u s - - o r  he w o u ld  a s k  q u e s t i o n s . L o o k i n g  
b a c k ,  I  c a n n o t  be  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  e n j o y e d  t h e  r e a d i n g .
But  t h e r e  w e re  e n o u g h  o f  u s  who d i d  t o  c r e a t e  e x c i t e m e n t .  . . .
The H e n t y  b o o k s  g a v e  me my f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  f o r e i g n  h i s t o r y  
a n d  I  s h a l l  a l w a y s  remember  t h e m ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  C o u n t s ,  w i t h  
g r a t i t u d e .  . . . t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  . . .  we w e re  p o i n t e d  o u t
a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c l a s s .  T h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f  u s  w e re  t r y i n g  t o  
w r i t e  s t o r i e s  and  poem s.
On a d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  o f  a  t e a c h e r  who s t r e s s e d  
r e a d i n g .  He c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  same " p r i n c i p a l . "  " F o r  
me t h e r e  was  t h e  g r e a t ,  good  l u c k  i n  t h e  f i f t h  g r a d e  t o  h a v e  a t e a c h e r
O?
who g r e a t l y  s t i m u l a t e d  h i s  c l a s s  t o  r e a d , "
M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e c e i v e d  m o s t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  t r a i n i n g  a t  M c C a l l i e  
S c h o o l ,  a  p r i v a t e  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  C h a t t a n o o g a  f o r  b o y s .  M c G i l l  remem­
b e r e d  a  young  f a r m  boy q u i t e  o v e rw h e lm e d  by  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  
M c C a l l i e :
From t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  C h a t t a n o o g a  I  moved u p  t o  t h e  
M c C a l l i e  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  w h e r e  I  managed  t o  make t h e  f o o t ­
b a l l  s q u a d ,  was  a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h e  d ram a  and  l i t e r a r y  c l u b s  . . .
I  was  l i k e  a  b i r d  d og  p u p p y ,  r u n n i n g  h a p p i l y  a b o u t  s c a r i n g  up 
c o v e y s .  . . .  I  r em em ber  n o  f r u s t r a t i o n s  i n  a l l  t h e  f o u r  
p l e a s a n t  y e a r s ,  s a v e  i n  D r .  J a m e s  P a r k  M c C a l l i e 1 s m a t h  c l a s s e s . " * ®
S i x  e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l  w e re  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i s  s p e e c h
36I b i d . .  p p .  4 3 - 4 4 .
37A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . D ecem ber  2 0 ,  1 9 6 0 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
38 South and the Southerner, p. 54.
19
d e v e l o p m e n t .  They  w ere  h i s  s p e e c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d r a m a t i c s ,  w r i t i n g ,  
r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  c o u r s e  w ork .
S p e e c h  a c t i v i t i e s . S p e e c h  t r a i n i n g  a t  M c C a l l i e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
o r a t o r y ,  d e c l a m a t i o n ,  d e b a t e ,  and  d i s c u s s i o n .  D u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r ,  
M c G i l l  won a g o l d  m e d a l  i n  o r a t o r y ,  " g i v i n g  a n  o r i g i n a l  p a p e r  w i t h  
t h e  im p o s i n g  t i t l e  ’A m e r i c a ' s  P o s i t i o n  U n t e n a b l e , ‘ " 39 I n  1917,  h i s  
s e n i o r  y e a r ,  M c G i l l  won t h e  " c i t y  d e c l a m a t i o n  m e d a l , "  c a u s i n g  t h e  
M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t  t o  name h im " c h a m p io n  o r a t o r  o f  t h e  c i t y . " ^  A l s o ,  
t h e  P e n n a n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s e n i o r  M c G i l l  " h a s  won s e v e r a l  o r a t o r i c a l  
m e d a l s , "  "W inner  O r a t o r i c a l  Medal  ' 1 4 - ' 1 5 ,  W inner  I n t e r - P r e p  O r a t o r i ­
c a l  Cup ' 1 5 - ' 1 6 . " ^ 3 The M c C a l l i e  A lumni J o u r n a l , i n  1947 ,  d e s c r i b e d  
M c G i l l ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :
T h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1917 he g r a d u a t e d  f rom 
M c C a l l i e  a f t e r  a  r e c o r d  w h ic h  p r e s a g e d  h i s  p r e s e n t  a b i l i t y  
b o t h  a s  a  s p e a k e r  and w r i t e r .  He won t h e  o r a t o r ' s  m e d a l  i n  
b o t h  1915 and 1917 and  i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  two y e a r s  he won t h e  
i n t e r - p r e p  o r a t o r ' s  cup  i n  1916.
M c G i l l  was a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  " I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  D i s c u s s i o n  
L e a g u e , "  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1915 ,  he r e p r e s e n t e d  M c C a l l i e  i n  a d i s c u s ­
s i o n  o f  " A m e r i c a ' s  P r e s e n t  C om m erc ia l  O p p o r t u n i t y . " ^ 3 The f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r  he d i s c u s s e d  "The M a n u f a c t u r i e s  [ s i c ] o f  T e n n e s s e e . "  O t h e r
3 9I b i d . , p .  5 5 .
^ ^The M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t , 1917 ,  p .  13.
4 1I b i d . . p .  2 6 .
^ 2The M c C a l l i e  A lumni J o u r n a l  ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  p .  14.
^ 3M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t , 1915,  p .  4 5 .
20
members  o f  t h i s  l e a g u e  p e r f o r m e d  a t  B a y l o r  S c h o o l ,  C h a t t a n o o g a  H igh  
S c h o o l ,  C e n t r a l  H ig h  S c h o o l ,  and  t h e  G i r l ' s  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l . 44
What was  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  W. G. D a v i e s ,  who,  
i n  1 9 1 7 ,  was  t h e  " e d i t o r  on  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s "  f o r  t h e  P e n n a n t , a f t e r  
f i f t y  y e a r s ,  w r o t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  " r e p r e s e n t e d  M c C a l l i e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  
g r o u p s  h e l d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  o t h e r  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  C h a t t a n o o g a  on a s s i g n e d  
s u b j e c t s . " 4 -* D r .  J .  P .  M c C a l l i e ,  " P r e s i d e n t  o f  B oa rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  and 
C o - f o u n d e r  o f  M c C a l l i e  i n  1 9 0 5 , "  w r o t e  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  " t h e  D i s c u s ­
s i o n  L ea g u e  was n o t  f o r  w i n n i n g  a m e d a l  o r  a  d e c i s i o n  o f  ' W i n n e r '  b u t  
f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and  i n t e l l i g e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  t o p i c s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  . " 4 ^
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o r a t o r y  and  d i s c u s s i o n ,  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  
d e b a t e d  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  M c C a l l i e ,  b u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  i s  
n o t  c l e a r .  M. W. M c G i l l ,  a  f i r s t  c o u s i n  o f  R a l p h ' s  and  a c l a s s m a t e  a t  
M c C a l l i e ,  i n f o r m e d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  M c G i l l  "was r a t h e r  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y . " 4 ^ M c G i l l  w r o t e  t h a t ,  "when I  was  a k i d  a t  M c C a l l i e  
S c h o o l ,  I  was t r y i n g  t o  . . . make t h e  d e b a t i n g  and  d e c l a m a t i o n  
t e a m s . " 4 ®
44 I b i d . ,  1916 ,  p .  4 5 .
4 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  W. G. D a v i e s ,  November 2 1 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  C h a t t a n o o g a ,
Tenne  s s e e .
4^ L e t t e r  f rom  D r .  J .  P .  M c C a l l i e ,  J a n u a r y  15 ,  1966 ,  C h a t t a n o o g a .
4 ^ L e t t e r  f rom  M. W. M c G i l l ,  B u r s a r  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  T r e a s u r e r ,  
D a v i d s o n  C o l l e g e ,  November 16,  1965 ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .
4 ^A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , J u l y  18,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.
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M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  d e b a t e d  a s  a  member o f  t h e  D a n i e l  W e b s t e r  
l i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y ,  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  w h ic h  he was s e c r e t a r y  i n  1915 
and  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  i n  1914 .  An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  1917 P e n n a n t , "The  
L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t i e s  o f  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l , "  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
s p e e c h  t r a i n i n g  w i t h i n  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  s h o u l d  be r e m e m b e re d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  M c G i l l  e n t e r e d  M c C a l l i e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n ;  c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y ,  he  w ou ld  n o t  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f rom  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  U n c le  
Remus o r  J am es  F e n i m o r e  C o o p e r  s o c i e t i e s :
The l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  w ork  i s  t h e  one a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
i n  w h i c h  a l l  o f  u s ,  l a r g e  and  s m a l l ,  t a k e  p a r t .  When we f i r s t  
come t o  M c C a l l i e ,  we a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  one o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  s o c i e ­
t i e s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  U n c le  Remus o r  t h e  Jam es  F e n im o r e  C o o p e r  
S o c i e t y .  U n d e r  f a c u l t y  s u p e r v i s i o n  w e ' r e  c o a c h e d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  
t o  make e f f o r t s  t o  d e b a t e  i n  p u b l i c ,  t o  d e c l a i m  and  t o  r e a d  
a l o u d  i n  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  m a n n e r ,  s o  t h a t ,  a f t e r  we a r e  p r o m o t e d  
t o  th i  l a r g e r  s o c i e t i e s  and  h a v e  had  a few y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  we 
a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t r y  o u r  l i t e r a r y  a b i l i t i e s  among o u r s e l v e s  and  
b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .
The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  w ork  may r e a d i l y  be  s e e n  
f ro m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  men who r e p r e s e n t  M c C a l l i e  i n  i n t e r ­
s c h o l a s t i c  d e b a t e s  a n d  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t s  h a v e  had  f ro m  t h r e e  
t o  f i v e  y e a r s  p r e p a r a t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s .  
T h e s e  men a r e  u s u a l l y  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  D a n i e l  W e b s t e r  a n d  t h e  Len 
W h i t e  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  made up o f  t h e  b o y s  i n  
t h e  H igh  S c h o o l  c l a s s e s  f ro m  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  u p .
The men who w e re  p i c k e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  b e s t  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t h i s  y e a r  w e re  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  I n t e r - P r e p a r a t o r y  
S c h o o l  S e n a t e  o f  C h a t t a n o o g a .  They  w e r e  M e s s r s .  R a l p h  McGi1 1 . 
Eugene  Tatum . . . f r o m  t h e  W e b s t e r  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  . ” . " 4 9
The D a n i e l  W e b s t e r  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  o t h e r  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s  f o r  o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e ,  " I  . . . had  
m e m o r iz e d  a  d o z e n  o r  s o  poem s,  m o s t l y  K i p l i n g ' s ,  f o r  r e c i t i n g  a t  t h e
^ ^ M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t , 1 9 1 7 ,  p .  72
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w e e k l y  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  D a n i e l  W e b s t e r  l i t e r a r y  c l u b  , , . " 5 0  " j n o u r  
s c h o o l  p l a y s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  c l u b  d i s c u s s i o n s  we e n l i s t e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  young  l a d i e s  f rom  t h e  downtown g i r l s  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l .
D r a m a t i c s . B e s i d e s  nu m e ro u s  s p e e c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  M c G i l l  a l s o
t o o k  p a r t  i n  d r a m a t i c s .  A c t i v e  i n  t h e  D r a m a t i c  C lub  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,
he  was  s e l e c t e d  " B e s t  A c t o r "  i n  1916 ,  p l a y i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  J o n e s  i n
S2"What Happened  t o  J o n e s . "  I n  1915 ,  he was C as ey  J o n e s ,  a  c o l l e g e  
p o l i t i c i a n ,  i n  " A a r o n  B o g g s ,  F r e s h m a n . "
Not o n l y  d i d  M c G i l l  - l , he t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  v i s i t i n g
t r o u p e s ;
I  saw e v e r y  p l a y  I  c o u l d  and  t h e r e  was t h e n  a good r o a d
s e a s o n  e v e n  i n  c i t i e s  a s  s m a l l  a s  C h a t t a n o o g a .  I  saw some
o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  a c t o r s ;  J o h n  Drew,  D av id  W a r f i e l d  and
SIR o b e r t  M a n t e l l  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  I  remember  b e s t .  J 
E i g h t  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  i n  h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  c o lu m n ,  M c G i l l  had  remem­
b e r e d  o t h e r  p e r f o r m e r s :
From t h e  p e a n u t  g a l l e r y  I  saw C y r i l  Maude i n  " G roum py ,"  O t i s  
S k i n n e r  i n  " M i s t e r  A n t o n i o , "  a n d  J o h n  Drew i n  "M a jo r  P e n d e n n i s . "  
Drew, I  t h i n k ,  was t h e  m o s t  p o l i s h e d  a c t o r  I  e v e r  saw. R o b e r t  
M a n t e l l  i n  "The  M e r c h a n t  o f  V e n i c e "  r e m a i n s  w i t h  me y e t  a s  a  
d e e p l y  m ov ing  p e r f o r m a n c e .54
^ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p .  55 .
5^- l b i d . , p .  54 .
^ M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t , 1916 ,  p .  35 .
5 ^ s p u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p , 5 7 .
^Atlanta Constitution, June 30, 1951, col. 1, p. 1,
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What was  t h e  v a l u e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  t h e a t e r ?  He
c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t o  be w o r t h w h i l e :
The a n n u a l  s c h o o l  p l a y  was f o r  me a p r o f i t a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
c o u r s e .  A young  C h a t t a n o o g a n , R o b e r t  S t r a u s ,  had  had  a  few 
s m a l l  comedy r o l e s  on B roadw ay ,  b u t  he was n o t  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  
and  f o r  t h r e e  s p r i n g s  he c o a c h e d  o u r  drama c l u b .  I n  my l a s t  
two y e a r s  he gaive me t h e  l e a d  r o l e .  The s e n i o r  y e a r  i t  was  i n  
"What Happened  t o  J o n e s , "  and  we t o o k  i t  on t h e  r o a d  t o  two 
s m a l l  n e a r b y  T e n n e s s e e  t o w n s .  The r o l e  r e q u i r e d  me t o  k i s s  
one o f  t h e  young  l a d i e s .  We w e r e ,  i n  o u r  town a t  l e a s t ,  an  
u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  g e n e r a t i o n ,  and  f o r  me,  w i t h  my p r e p o s t e r o u s  
s h y n e s s ,  t h e  awkward k i s s  a t  e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e  was a g o n y . ^
W r i t i n g . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s p e a k i n g  and  a c t i n g ,  M c G i l l  d e v o t e d
c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  t o  w r i t i n g ,  b o t h  i n  E n g l i s h  c l a s s  and  f o r  t h e
M c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t .  Lew is  B e r k e l e y  Cox,  who t a u g h t  E n g l i s h  t o  M c G i l l
i n  1 9 1 4 - 1 5 ,  a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  w r o t e  t h a t ,
. . . a c c o r d i n g  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  R a l p h  w r o t e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y
w e l l  t h e n  f o r  a boy o f  h i s  a g e .  E s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  c l a s s  w ere  
g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w r i t e  on a s u b j e c t  o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t ' s  
own c h o o s i n g ,  R a l p h  w ou ld  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  come up w i t h  t h e  
m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  o f  a n y  boy  i n  t h e  c l a s s .  H is  g r a d e s ,  a s  
I  r e c a l l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  w e re  h u r t  by w e a k n e s s  i n  s p e l l i n g  and  
p u n c t u a t i o n ,  b u t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  v i v i d l y  was 
o u t s t a n d i n g
M c G i l l ' s  g r a d e s  i n  C o x ' s  E n g l i s h  c l a s s  w e re  s e v e n t y - e i g h t ,  f i r s t  t e r m ,  
and  s e v e n t y - s e v e n , s e c o n d  t e r m . ^ ^
W. G. D a v i e s ,  M c G i l l ' s  c l a s s m a t e ,  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  a f t e r  f i f t y  
y e a r s ,  a g r e e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  was  a b l e  t o  i n v e n t  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y .
C C
S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  5 6 - 5 7 .
^ ^ L e t t e r  f ro m  L ew is  B e r k e l e y  Cox,  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1966 ,  Avon,  
C o n n e c t i c u t .
■ ^ O f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t ,  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l .
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D a v i e s  d e s c r i b e d  M c G i l l ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  F .  M. B e n t o n ' s  " C a e s a r  c l a s s " :  
" I n  C a e s a r  c l a s s ,  2nd y e a r  L a t i n ,  I  remember  he  f i x e d  up  a dummy o f  t h e  
f r o n t  p a g e  o f  a  n e w s p a p e r ,  w r i t t e n  i n  L a t i n - - h e a d l i n e s  a n d  a l l . 11-*®
M c G i l l  p u t  h i s  c l a s s r o o m  k n o w le d g e  i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  w r i t i n g  f o r  
t h e  McCa1 l i e  P e n n a n t . I n  1916 ,  he was l o c a l  e d i t o r  a n d ,  i n  1917 ,  h u ­
m o ro u s  e d i t o r  o f  t h a t  p u b l i c a t i o n .  At t h e  a g e  o f  s i x t e e n ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e
t h e  f i r s t  o f  a t  l e a s t  two s h o r t  s t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  P e n n a n t . W r i t i n g  a b o u t
" O ld  P e t e r , "  t h e  m o s t  u n p o p u l a r  p r o f e s s o r  i n  s c h o o l ,  who f i n a l l y  gave
h i s  l i f e  t o  s a v e  a  s t u d e n t ,  M c G i l l  r e v e a l e d  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ic h  
w e re  t o  r e m a i n  p a r t  o f  h i s  c o lu m n  and  s p e e c h e s .  F i r s t ,  "Old  P e t e r "  
i n v o l v e d  a n  e m o t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  human r e l a t i o n s .  S e c o n d ,  a s  demon­
s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  w o r d s ;  " T h o s e  w e r e  h i s  l a s t  w o r d s ,  f o r  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  
r e s c u e  he had  i n h a l e d  f l a m e  and  g a s s e s  a n d  a t  dawn,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s
o f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ,  h i s  s o u l  t o o k  f l i g h t . " ^ 9
R e a d i n g  h a b i t s . M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e a d  w i d e l y  and  w i t h
e n t h u s i a s m .  " I n  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  y e a r s  I  f r e q u e n t l y
r o d e  t h e  two m i l e s  f ro m  o u r  s u b u r b  t o  t h e  C h a t t a n o o g a  C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y
f o r  b o o k s  . . , " 6 0  D i s c u s s i n g  b o o k s  r e a d  w h i l e  a t  M c C a l l i e ,  M c G i l l
e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  he  l a c k e d  d i r e c t i o n  i n  h i s  r e a d i n g :
I n  my f i r s t  a u tu m n  a t  M c C a l l i e  . . . Woodrow W i l s o n  became
my h e r o .  I  r e a d  a l l  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s  I  c o u l d  f i n d .  . . .  I
-*®Let te r  f rom  W. G. D a v i e s ,  November 2 1 ,  1965 ,  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  
^ % c C a l l i e  P e n n a n t , 1 9 1 4 ,  p .  2 9 .
®^ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p . 6 3 .
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. . . h ad  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  W a v e r l y  n o v e l s .  Somehow I  n e v e r  had
a n y  d i r e c t i o n  i n  my r e a d i n g .  I  r e a d  h u n g r i l y ,  w i t h  d a r t s  
h e r e  and d a s h e s  t h e r e .  I t  was  a n  odd m i x t u r e ,  O p ie  R e e d ,  
L a f a c a d i o  H e a r n ,  W h i tm an ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  F r a n k  N o r r i s ,  R a l p h  
H e n ry  B a r b o u r ,  Owen J o h n s o n ,  R o b e r t  W, S e r v i c e ,  and  o f  c o u r s e ,  
E m e r s o n ' s  e s s a y s  a n d  poem s.  The  n o v e l  w h i c h  made t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i m p r e s s i o n  on  me i n  t h o s e  d a y s  was  N o r r ' s M c T e a g u e .61
O t h e r  b o o k s  a n d  a u t h o r s  s t u d i e d  by M c G i l l  a r e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  " C h i l d h o o d
E x p e r i e n c e s . "
I n f l u e n t i a l  t e a c h e r s . M c G i l l  named S p e n c e r  J a r n e g a n  M c C a l l i e
a n d  C l a r e n c e  R o t h w e l l  W i l c o x  a s  t e a c h e r s  who i n f l u e n c e d  him w h i l e  a t
M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l :
L o o k i n g  b a c k  a t  my y e a r s  . . .  i n  p r e p  s c h o o l  a t  M c C a l l i e ,  I  
r e c a l l  c h i e f l y  S p e n c e r  M c C a l l i e ,  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  C l a r e n c e  
R o t h w e l l  W i l c o x  i n  E n g l i s h .  . . .  I  h a s t e n  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  
p e r h a p s  t h i s  was  my own f a u l t .  Y e t ,  i f  s o ,  i t  was a l s o  my 
own " f a u l t "  t h a t  M c C a l l i e  a n d  W i l c o x  e x c i t e d  a n d  s t i m u l a t e d  
my m i n d ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  d i d  n o t
M c G i l l  p i c t u r e d  M c C a l l i e ' s  c l a s s r o o m  t e c h n i q u e :
He was  one o f  t h o s e  r a r e  men w i t h  a g e n i u s  f o r  t e a c h i n g .  He 
c o u l d  s t i r  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  I  s t i l l  remember  
how he  l o o k e d  i n  c l a s s  and  t h e  t h i n g s  he  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  Romans,  
t h e  G r e e k s ,  t h e  S p a r t a n s ,  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n s ,  P e r s i a n s  a n d  o t h e r s  
o u t  o f  t h e  d u s t y  p a s t .  . . .  I n  t e a c h i n g  B i b l e  h i s t o r y  he was 
e q u a l l y  a s  g o o d .  He t a u g h t  them  a s  m en ,  a n d  a s  s e e n  by t h e i r  
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  P r o f e s s o r ,  a s  we c a l l e d  h im ,  was  a r a r e  m a n , ^
M c G i l l  a l s o  p r a i s e d  W i l c o x ,  a n  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  who d i d  much o f  t h e
w ork  i n  s p e e c h :
6 1 I b i d . . p p .  5 5 - 5 6 .
62 A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A p r i l  2 0 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.  
^ I b i d . , O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
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When I  was a k i d  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l ,  I  was  t r y i n g  t o  w in  
l e t t e r s  i n  a l l  t h e  a t h l e t i c s  t h e y  h a d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w o rk  i n  
t h e  d r a m a t i c  c l u b ,  on t h e  s c h o o l  p a p e r ,  make t h e  d e b a t i n g  
a n d  d e c l a m a t i o n  t e a m s .  We h a d  a  f e l l o w  named C ly d e  W i l c o x  
who t a u g h t  u s  many o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  He t a u g h t  me f o o t b a l l ,  
b a s e b a l l ,  t r a c k  a n d  e l o c u t i o n  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  m o d e r a t e  s u c c e s s ,  
b u t  he  was  a  m i s e r a b l e  f a i l u r e  a s  a  t e a c h e r  o f  a l g e b r a  a n d  
g e o m e t r y .64
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  s p e a k s  h i g h l y  o f  W i l c o x ,  he a l s o  r e g r e t s  t h a t
he  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  d i r e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  r e a d i n g :
But  somehow, m o r e ' s  t h e  p i t y ,  I  n e v e r  h a d  a n  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  
i n  p r e p  s c h o o l  who g a v e  e i t h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  o r  d i r e c t i o n .
The r e s u l t  w a s ,  and  i s ,  t h a t  my r e a d i n g  h a s  l a r g e  g a p s  i n  
i t . 65
T h i s  w r i t e r  a s k e d  M c G i l l  t o  " d e s c r i b e  some o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e s
o r  a c t i v i t i e s  W i l c o x  u s e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  s t u d e n t s " :
I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  he  had  a n y  s p e c i a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  e x c e p t  t o  
p u t  u s  up  t h e r e ,  a n d  h a v e  u s  d e c l a i m  o r  r e c i t e  s o m e t h i n g  you 
y o u r s e l f  had  p r e p a r e d .  . . .  D r .  W i l c o x  w o u ld  a l w a y s  h a v e  a
^ I b i d . ,  J u l y  1 8 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.  F .  W. H e n g e v e l d ,  
R e g i s t r a r ,  D a v i d s o n  C o l l e g e ,  D a v i d s o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t :
We . . . s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  e a r n e d  by  Mr.  W i l c o x  was  a 
good  one and  he  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  D a v i d s o n  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  B . S .  
a n d  M.A. d e g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  C l a s s  o f  1911 .  The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  Mr.  W i l c o x  was  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  Body d u r i n g  h i s  
s e n i o r  y e a r .  We do  n o t  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  
a c t i v i t i e s  n o r  so  f a r  a s  o u r  r e c o r d s  show d i d  Mr.  W i l c o x  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e b a t i n g ,  e l o c u t i o n ,  e t c .  He d i d  c o m p l e t e  
t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  E n g l i s h  w h i l e  a s t u d e n t - - a  c o u r s e  i n  R h e t o r i c  
d u r i n g  h i s  f r e s h m a n  y e a r .  T e x t  u s e d ,  H e r r i c k  a n d  Damons 
R h e t o r i c . I n  h i s  s o p h o m o re  y e a r ,  t h e  t e x t  u s e d  was  C a r p e n t e r s  
E n g l i s h  P r o s e . D u r i n g  t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r  o f  Mr.  W i l c o x ,  t h e  
t e x t s  u s e d  w e r e  A r d e n  T e x t s ;  The G lo b e  S h a k e s p e a r e , Woody 
a n d  L o v e t t s  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e . . . .  He d i e d  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  
1 9 6 0 .
L e t t e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  O c t o b e r  15 ,  1965 .
^ South and the Southerner. p. 56.
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c r i t i c ,  one o f  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a s  a  c r i t i c ,  and  he w ou ld  c r i t i ­
c i z e  y o u r  e n u n c i a t i o n  o r  p e r h a p s  . . .  i f  you made a n  e r r o r  i n  
p r o n o u n c i n g  a w o r d ,  o r  a n  e r r o r  i n  g ram m ar .  The c r i t i c  a t  t h e  
end  o f  y o u r  t a l k  o r  d e c l a m a t i o n  w ou ld  t h e n  g e t  up a n d  g i v e  t h i s  
o r a l l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  g r o u p  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
c r i t i c i s m .  T h i s  was  a v e r y  good  t e c h n i q u e ,  a n d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h a t ,  X d o n ' t  r e c a l l .
C o u r s e  w o r k . F o rm a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t h e  f i n a l  t o p i c  t o  be  d i s ­
c u s s e d  u n d e r  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l .  M c G i l l  w r o t e  t h a t  
he d i d  p o o r l y  i n  " D r .  Jam es  P a r k  M c C a l l i e ' s  m a th  c l a s s e s , a n d  i n  
a l g e b r a  a n d  geom etry .®®  O f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t s  show t h a t  M c G i l l  d i d  
b e s t  i n  E n g l i s h  and F r e n c h  and  p o o r l y  i n  s o l i d  g e o m e t r y ,  German ,  and  
t r i g o n o m e t r y .  C l a r e n c e  W i l c o x ,  one o f  M c G i l l ' s  f a v o r i t e s ,  t a u g h t  
A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  L i n c o l n ' s  " G e t t y s b u r g  A d d r e s s "  and  
G eo rg e  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  " F a r e w e l l  A d d r e s s . "  I n  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  M c G i l l  made 
r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  g r a d e s  o f  e i g h t y - f i v e  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m  a n d  n i n e t y - t w o  
t h e  s e c o n d .
®®Taped i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  Decem ber  2 9 ,  1965 ,  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .  W. G. D a v i e s ,  i n  a l e t t e r  f ro m  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  
November 2 1 ,  1965 ,  w r o t e  a b o u t  W i l c o x ' s  m e t h o d s :
Mr.  C. R.  W i l c o x  w as  a n  e x c e l l e n t  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r .  He w en t  
on t o  be h e a d m a s t e r  o f  D a r l i n g t o n  a t  Rome, G e o r g i a  a n d  t h e n  
t o  r e p r e s e n t  one o f  t h e  l a r g e  f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k .  
As b e s t  I  r emember  he  e n c o u r a g e d  b o t h  o r i g i n a l  o r a t i o n s  and  
m e m o r i z i n g  o f  g r e a t  s p e e c h e s  f s i c ] . The o n l y  a c t u a l  s p e a c h  
r s i c ] t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my memory i s  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r e a d i n g  o f  Dan 
M c G r e w - - i t  was  a  f a v o r i t e  o f  h i s  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s .
®^ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p .  54 .
68Atlanta Constitution, July 18, 1949, col. 3, p. 10.
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V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e l e m e n t a r y  and  M c C a l l i e  s c h o o l s ,  M c G i l l  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  some s p e e c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  He s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  " h e r o  w o r s h i p  f o r  a n  o l d e r  c o u s i n  who had  g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  V a n d e r ­
b i l t  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  had  p e r s u a d e d  him t o  r e g i s t e r  i n  t h e  p r e - m e d i c a l  
d e p a r t m e n t .  No one  c o u n s e l e d  m e / ' ^  E a r l i e r ,  M c G i l l  had w r i t t e n ,  " I  
w a n t e d  t o  be a d o c t o r  . , , and  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o u l d  I  h a v e  fo u n d  t h e
m o n e y . " 7 0
A f t e r  one y e a r  a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  M c G i l l  j o i n e d  t h e  U. S .  M a r i n e  
C o r p s ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  and  S c i e n c e ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0 .  The 
n e x t  y e a r ,  1 9 2 0 - 2 1 ,  M c G i l l  e n r o l l e d  i n  V a n d e r b i l t  Law S c h o o l :  " F o r  a
y e a r  a s  a V a n d e r b i l t  law s t u d e n t  I  s a t  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  J u d g e  Ed .  S e a y ,  
a n  e r u d i t e ,  somewhat e c c e n t r i c  man whose s u b j e c t s  w e re  w i l l s  and  r e a l  
p r o p e r t y . A s  he  had  d one  w i t h  m e d i c i n e ,  M c G i l l  q u i t  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  
law :
The law b o r e d  me.  At t h e  t i m e  I  c o n s i d e r e d  m y s e l f  t o  be  one 
o f  t h e  l o s t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  d i s c o v e r i n g  Mencken ,  S a n d b u r g ,  and  
a l l  t h e  new p o e t s  a n d  n o v e l i s t s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  . . .  I  d i d  n o t  
g a i n  10 y a r d s  on  t o r t s ,  and  f a i l e d  o f  a f i r s t  down on c o n ­
t r a c t s .  7*
E x p e r i e n c e s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  V a n d e r ­
b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  f i v e  h e a d i n g s :  s p e a k i n g ,
69 S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  7 0 - 7 1 .
^ V a n d e r b i l t  A lu m n u s . M a rc h ,  1952 ,  p .  12 .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . December  19 ,  1961 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ Ibid. . December 23, 1946, col. 3, p. 8.
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w r i t i n g ,  d r a m a t i c s ,  c o u r s e  w o r k ,  and  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s .
S p e e c h  a c t i v i t i e s . M c G i l l  d i d  l e s s  s p e a k i n g  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  
t h a n  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l ,  b u t  was  i n v o l v e d  i n  some o r a l  w o r k .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  was  l i m i t e d  t o  a few t a l k s  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  f o r  t h e  S igma C h i  s o c i a l  f r a t e r n i t y .7 3  pQe t  A l l e n  T a t e ,  c l a s s ­
m a t e  o f  M c G i l l  a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  w r o t e ,  " I  c a n ' t  r em em ber  h im g i v i n g  a 
p u b l i c  s p e e c h , "  b u t  a d d e d  t h a t  " h e  had  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  p e r s o n a l i t y :  
a  ' g o o d  g u y .  " ' 7 4
M ost  o f  M c G i l l ' s  o r a l  p r a c t i c e  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  p o e t r y .  Two e x p e r i e n c e s  s t i m u l a t e d  M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  d e c l a m a ­
t i o n ,  P r o f e s s o r  Edwin  Mims '  f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h  c l a s s  a n d  a l i t e r a r y  
g r o u p  c a l l e d  "The  F u g i t i v e s . "  M c G i l l  d e s c r i b e d  M ims '  a p p r o a c h  i n  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m :
We m e m o r i z e d  and  we r e a d  a l o u d .  P r o f e s s o r  Mims e n j o y e d  r e a d ­
i n g  t o  t h e  c l a s s .  As he r e a d  h i s  e y e s  moved b a c k  a n d  f o r t h ,  
l i k e  a  man w a t c h i n g  a  t e n n i s  m a t c h  on a  m i n i a t u r e  c o u r t , 
s e e k i n g  t o  f i n d  a  n o n a t t e n t i v e  f a c e .  . . .  I t  w a s ,  a l l  i n  
a l l ,  a  good c l a s s  f o r  s t i m u l a t i n g  one  t o  r e a d  p o e t r y  a n d  t o  
m e m o r iz e  i t .  The v e r y  f i r s t  d a y ' s  a s s i g n m e n t  was  t o  l e a r n  
t h e  p a r t  o f  T e n n y s o n ' s  " U l y s s e s , "  b e g i n n i n g ,  "Come my f r i e n d s ,  
' t i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  s e e k  a  n e w e r  w o r l d . "  I  c a n  s a y  them  y e t .
Bu t  we h e a r d  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p o e t r y .  . . .  He 
w r e s t l e d  m i g h t i l y  w i t h  y o ung  m in d s  o u t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  to w ns  o f  
T e n n e s s e e  a n d  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  make them  " s e e "  and  
" f e e l . "75
7^Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  D ecem ber  2 9 ,  1965 .
^ L e t t e r  f ro m  A l l e n  T a t e ,  J u l y  12 ,  1966 ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M i n n e s o t a ,  M i n n e a p o l i s .
^South and the Southerner, pp. 71-72.
30
W r i t i n g  i n  h i s  c o lu m n  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . M c G i l l  
t o l d  o f  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  s t u d i e d  a n d  how Mims p e r s u a d e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  
" f e e l "  :
The l a t e  E d d i e  Mims . . . hammered  T e n n y s o n ,  B r o w n in g ,  M i l t o n ,  
K e a t s  a n d  S h e l l e y  i n t o  u s  b y  d e m a n d in g  t h a t  we m e m o r iz e  g r e a t  
c h u n k s  o f  l i n e s  f ro m  I d y l l s  o f  t h e  K i n g .  And I  c o u l d  r e e l  
o f f  I I  P e n s e r o s o  a n d  L ' A l l e g r o  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n .  D r .  Mims 
was  a  d e m a n d in g  m an .  He w o u l d ,  when he d i d  n o t  s e e  a l o o k  o f  
a w a r e n e s s  on  t h e  f a c e s  b e f o r e  h im ,  c a l l  them  o u t  by  name,  a s k  
th e m  t o  s t a n d ,  a n d  d e n o u n c e  them  a s  h a v i n g  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  r e ­
a c t i o n s  o f  a n  o y s t e r .  " D o n ' t  you  s e e  t h a t ? "  h e ' d  s h o u t .
" C a n ’ t  y ou  f e e l  t h a t ? " ^
What i n f l u e n c e  d i d  P r o f e s s o r  Mims h a v e  u p o n  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h
d e v e l o p m e n t ?  The e x e r c i s e s  p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  d e v e l o p  w h a t  Newsweek
c a l l e d ,  M c G i l l ' s  " p r o d i g i o u s  m e m o r y . " ^  M c G i l l  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  " i n
my f r e s h m a n  y e a r  I  won a  p r i z e  w h i c h  he  [Mims] o f f e r e d ,  a  v e r y  m o d e s t
l i t t l e  p r i z e ,  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  who m e m o r i z e d  t h e  m o s t  l i n e s  o f  p o e t r y . "
When a s k e d  i f  h i s  memory had  b e e n  " e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  i n  s p e a k i n g , "
M c G i l l  r e p l i e d :
Y e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  h e l p f u l .  I  g u e s s  I ' m  p r e t t y  c o r n y  
a b o u t  p o e m s ,  a n d  t h i n g s ,  a n d  s o  on o c c a s i o n ,  t h i s  h a s n ' t  
h a p p e n e d  o f t e n ,  b u t  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  when 
I  w o u ld  b e  t a l k i n g  a n d  i t  w o u ld  seem t o  me t h a t  a l i n e  o r  
s o  f ro m  a  poem m i g h t  be  h e l p f u l  and  I  j u s t  p u l l  t h a t  o u t  o f  
my memory ,  i t  w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  be  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  a t  a l l ,  and  
t h r o w  i t  i n .  I  t h i n k  memory d o e s  h e l p .  ®
One w o u l d  a l s o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  o r a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  M ims '  E n g l i s h
c l a s s  h e l p e d  h im  o v ercom e  some o f  h i s  s h y n e s s .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . D ecem ber  2 0 ,  1 9 6 0 ,  c o l .  1 ,  p .  1. 
^ N ew sw eek , L I I I  ( A p r i l  13 ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  1 02 .
^®Taped i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  D ecem ber  2 9 ,  1965 .
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B e s i d e s  Mims '  i n f l u e n c e ,  M c G i l l  b e n e f i t e d  f o r e n s i c a l l y  f rom 
h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  "The F u g i t i v e s , "  p e r s o n s  who r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  
M im s '  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  d i s c u s s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p o e t r y .  S t u d e n t s  met t o  
d i s c u s s ,  r e a d ,  a n d  r e c i t e :  "Many a n i g h t  I  h a v e  a r g u e d  i n t o  t h e  dawn
o v e r  one  o f  S h a w 's  p r e f a c e s .  " T h e r e  was much t a l k  a t  K i s s a m  H a l l
a n d  a t  t h e  Sigma Chi H o u s e .  Many a n i g h t  a t  t h e  o l d  h a l l  we t a l k e d  
an d  r e a d  p o e t r y  u n t i l  daw n ," ® ^  M c G i l l  f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  a c t i v i ­
t i e s :
L o o k i n g  b a c k  f rom  t h e  s i x t i e s  t o  t h e  t w e n t i e s ,  t h e  F u g i t i v e s  
a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  b e s t  symbol o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  campus r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  many m o t i v a t i o n s  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  o f  f l i g h t ,  f rom  t h e  
t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B r a h m i n .  Poems w e r e  w r i t t e n  i n  c l a s s ,  
p a g e s  f ro m  p r o p o s e d  new n o v e l s  w e r e  r e a d  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h s  b e t w e e n  
c l a s s e s .  T hey  w e re  f i n e  s u n l i t  d a y s .  . . . V a n d e r b i l t  had  no
c o u r s e  i n  w r i t i n g  n o v e l s ,  poems o r  p l a y s .  F o r  me,  t h e  n i g h t s  
w i t h  M e r r i l l  Moore a n d  S t a n l e y  J o h n s o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  m o s t  s t i m u ­
l a t i o n  t o  r e a d  a n d  t h i n k .
M c G i l l  n o t  o n l y  d i s c u s s e d  p o e t r y ,  he a l s o  r e c i t e d  and  r e a d
a l o u d :
I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  I  was a sophom ore  t h a t  I  d i s c o v e r e d  c o n t e m ­
p o r a r y  p o e t r y .  H a p p i l y  f o r  me ,  I  came u p o n  Edward  A r l i n g t o n  
R o b i n s o n  a n d  m e m o r iz e d  " M i n i v e r  C h e e v y , "  a l l  o f  "Mr.  F l o o d ' s  
P a r t y , "  and  r e c i t e d  o r  r e a d  a l o u d  a t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e x c u s e .
Then  came W i l l i a m  B u t l e r  Y e a t s ,  S a n d b u r g  a n d  E l i o t .
S t a n l e y  J o h n s o n ,  a  young  E n g l i s h  p r o f e s s o r  p r o v i d e d  s h e l t e r  a n d  
s t i m u l a t i o n  f o r  more  o r a l  w o r k :
79A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  15 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.
8 0 S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p .  7 4 .
8 1 I b i d . .  p p .  8 5 - 8 6 .
82Atlanta Constitution, December 20, 1960, col. 1, p. 1.
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Edwin A r l i n g t o n  R o b i n s o n  . . . was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  me y e a r s  ago  
i n  t h e  f l a t  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y .
We u s e d  t o  g a t h e r  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t  and  r e a d  p o e t r y  a l o u d .  On 
t h i s  n i g h t  t h e  t e a c h e r  r e a d ,  "Mr.  F l o o d ' s  P a r t y . "  . . .  I  
m e t ,  t o o ,  " R i c h a r d  C o r y , "  and " M i n i v e r  Cheevy"  and  "Reuben  
B r i g h t " - - a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  R o b i n s o n ’ s p o e m [ s ] .
M c G i l l  was w e l l  known f o r  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e c l a i m  p o e t r y .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i n  1946,  more  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  V a n d e r b i l t ,  M c G i l l  r e ­
c e i v e d  a l o n g - d i s t a n c e  c a l l  f rom  a n  o l d  c o l l e a g u e ,  a s k i n g  w he re  a 
c e r t a i n  poem c o u l d  be f o u n d .  " ,  . . i f  a n y o n e  c o u l d  t e l l  u s  w here  t o
f i n d  t h i s  poem you c o u l d . "  The phone  c a l l  c a u s e d  M c G i l l  t o  r e m i n i s c e :
Time was when I  wou ld  r e c i t e  a t  t h e  d r o p  o f  a h a t  a n d ,  a s  
t h e y  s a y ,  f i n d  t h e  h a t  t o  d r o p .  I  once  knew 37 o f  K i p l i n g ' s  
poems and  a b o u t  t h a t  many o f  Mr. S e r v i c e ' s  b a l l a d s  . . .  a t  
t h e  end  o f  my f r e s h m a n  y e a r  I  knew 2 , 0 0 0  l i n e s  o f  Tennyson  
. . . .  I  g o t  t o  be  a s o r t  o f  p o e t i c  S i n a t r a  o f  my t i m e  and  
g e n e r a t i o n ,  a b l e  t o  r e c i t e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  p a r t y  o r  t h e  n i g h t  
l a s t e d .  I  n e v e r  made them swoon,  b u t  s t i l l  t h a t  c a l l  was a 
p r e t t y  good t r i b u t e .  . . , A f t e r  more t h a n  a q u a r t e r  o f  a
c e n t u r y  t h e r e  was someone a t  t h a t  p a r t y  i n  C h a t t a n o o g a  who was 
i n  s c h o o l  w i t h  me a n d  remembered  h e a r i n g  me r e c i t e  " C y n a r a . " ® ^
W r i t i n g . At V a n d e r b i l t ,  M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t  t u r n e d  more  and  more
t o  w r i t i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  co lum n i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  n e w s p a p e r ,
w h ic h  p r o v i d e d  v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  one who wou ld  l a t e r  t a c k l e  t h e
e x p l o s i v e  i s s u e  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s :
My own e n e r g i e s ,  a f t e r  b i t t e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h  v e r s e ,  t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  w e e k l y  s t u d e n t  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  H u s t l e r  [ n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
V a n d e r b i l t ] .  A co lumn i d e a  was s u b m i t t e d  and  a c c e p t e d .  I t  r a n  
co lum n one on p a g e  one a n d  q u i c k l y  i n v o l v e d  me i n  d i s c u s s i o n  
and  c o n t r o v e r s y .  Some o f  t h e  l a t t e r  l e d  t o  b l o w s ,  b u t  i t  was 
f u n .  T h e r e  was  a n  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  f o u r  p a g e s  r e a d y
® ^ I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  14 ,  1952,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
® ^ T b i d . , S e p te m b e r  6 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
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f o r  t h e  p a p e r .  We made a n  a l l - n i g h t  j o b  o f  i t ,  t a l k i n g  and  
a r g u i n g  on a v a r i e t y  o f  u n r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s . 8 ^
I n t e r e s t  i n  n e w s p a p e r  w o rk  l e d  M c G i l l  t o  a p a r t  t i m e  j o b  a n d ,
e v e n t u a l l y ,  t o  a  c a r e e r :
Two o f  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  c h a p t e r  a l u m n i  w o rk ed  on t h e  N a s h v i l l e  
B a n n e r . . . . One d a y  . . .  I  f i l l e d  i n .  . . . T h i s  was  my 
f i r s t  n e w s p a p e r  j o b ,  and  i t  was  a g r e e d  i t  w o u ld  be  a  r e g u l a r  
o n e .  . . . T h a t  summer I  was  a l s o  a  p a r t - t i m e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r ,  
a n d  h e l d  m i n o r  a s s i g n m e n t s .  The p a y  was s e v e n t e e n  d o l l a r s  
p e r  w e e k .  I  c a n  s t i l l  r e c a l l  t h e  i n t e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t  and  t h e  
p l e a s u r e  o f  t h o s e  d a y s .  I  knew t h e n  I  had  f o u n d  w h a t  I  w a n t e d  
t o  do.®6
D r a m a t i c s . A f t e r  l e a v i n g  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l ,  M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t
i n  d ram a c a u s e d  h im t o  go  o f f  V a n d e r b i l t ' s  campus f o r  w ork  i n  t h e
t h e a t e r .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s  v o i c e  h a l t e d  w h a t  M c G i l l  hoped  w ou ld  be  a
c a r e e r  i n  a c t i n g :
Bobby S t r a u s  l a t e r  [ a f t e r  M c C a l l i e ]  c a u g h t  on w i t h  F r i t z  
L e i b e r ,  a  r e a l l y  c o m p e t e n t  S h a k e s p e a r i a n  a c t o r .  . . . A f t e r  
t h e  F i r s t  W or ld  W ar ,  when I  was  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y  and  
w o r k i n g  p a r t - t i m e  on t h e  N a s h v i 1 l e  B a n n e r ,  L e i b e r ' s  t r o u p e  
came o f t e n  t o  N a s h v i l l e .  S t r a u s  was  p l a y i n g  t h e  l e a d  comedy 
r o l e s .  I  c a r r i e d  s p e a r s ,  was  a m e s s e n g e r  i n  MACBETH, and  i n  
H am le t  o n c e  f i l l e d  i n  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a v e d i g g e r .  I  was  w i l d  
t o  be  t a k e n  o n .  S t r a u s  a r r a n g e d  a t a l k  w i t h  L e i b e r .  " F i r s t ,  
l e t  me t e l l  y o u , "  he  s a i d ,  " t h a t  you  do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  v o i c e  f o r  
i t .  You c a n  n e v e r  p l a y  t h e  r e a l l y  b i g  p a r t s . "  We l o o k e d  e a c h  
o t h e r  i n  t h e  e y e  f o r  a m om en t ,  a n d  t h e n  I  t h a n k e d  h im ,  and  
w e n t  o u t ,  b l i n k i n g  b a c k  t e a r s .  I t  had  b e e n  a g r e a t  d r e a m .
M c G i l l  p i c t u r e d  h i s  r o l e  i n  " M a c b e th "  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  i n  more  
d e t a i l  why h i s  v o i c e  was  u n s u i t e d  f o r  t h e  s t a g e ;
8 ~*S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p .  76, 
8 6 I b i d .
8 7 I b i d . . p .  5 7 .
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I  r e a c h e d  my p e a k  a s  a g r e a t  [ t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k ]  d r a m a t i s t  when 
I  was  c h o s e n  by  F r i t z  L e i b e r  f o r  a s t a g e  p a r t  i n  t h e  t r a g e d y  
" M a c b e t h . "  At t h e  moment when M a c b e t h  s t a n d s  d e f i a n t ,  c o n f i ­
d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o p h e c y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  w i t c h e s  was  c o r r e c t  and  
t h a t  he  s h a l l  n o t  s u f f e r  d e f e a t  u n t i l  B i rn a m  wood moves  a g a i n s t  
h im ,  a m e s s e n g e r  comes t o  w a r n  h im t h e  E n g l i s h  t r o o p s  a r e  n e a r ,  
a n d  M a c b e t h  s h o u t s ;  "The  d e v i l  damn t h e e ,  t h o u  c r e a m - f a c e d  
l o o n ,  Where g o t t e s t  t h o u  t h a t  g o o s e  l o o k ? "  I  was  t h e  m e s s e n g e r ,  
a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  t i t t e r e d  a t  t h a t  " c r e a m ­
f a c e d  l o o n "  l i n e  d i d  n o t  d i s p e l  t h e  m a g ic  o f  i t .  L a t e r  I  came 
b a c k  a g a i n  t o  b r i n g  word  t h a t  B i rn a m  wood was  on t h e  move .  The 
c r i t i c s ,  c a r e l e s s  f e l l o w s ,  o v e r l o o k e d  my a r t ,  b e i n g  p r o v i n ­
c i a l s .  . . . L e i b e r  was  my b e a u - i d e a l .  He w ou ld  h a v e  t a k e n  me 
w i t h  h i s  t r o u p e ,  b u t  he t a l k e d  t o  me p l a i n l y ,  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  
my h u s k y  v o i c e  w o u ld  n e v e r  do f o r  r e a l  d r a m a t i c s .  So I  w en t  
b a c k  t o  my r e p o r t i n g  b e a t ,  s i g h i n g  o v e r  a  l o s t  dream.®®
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  w h i l e  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  showed a g r e a t  
l o v e  f o r  t h e  s t a g e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  he  p r o b a b l y  g a i n e d  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  
b e f o r e  a u d i e n c e s  a n d  p r o b a b l y  was  made more  c o n s c i o u s  o f  good  v o i c e  
a c t i v i t y .
C o u r s e  w o r k . The R e g i s t r a r  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h o u g h
u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i f i c s  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i d
s e n d  some i n f o r m a t i o n ;
M r.  M c G i l l  e n t e r e d  t h e  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  
a n d  S c i e n c e  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 1 7 ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  f r e s h m a n  
y e a r  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 1 8 .  He e n t e r e d  a s  a g r a d u a t e  o f  M c C a l l i e  
S c h o o l .  . . .  He was  away f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  1918-  
19 a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  I  p r e s u m e  he  was  i n  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  , . . 
[ M a r i n e s ]  He r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e  f o r  
t h e  1 9 1 9 - 2 0  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  I n  t h o s e  y e a r s  o n l y  two y e a r s  o f  
l i b e r a l  a r t s  w ork  w e re  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Law S c h o o l .
He was  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  c l a s s  o f  t h e  V a n d e r b i l t  Law 
S c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 -2 1  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  I  b e l i e v e  he  b e g a n  
h i s  n e w s p a p e r  w o rk  w i t h  one o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  p a p e r s  w h i l e  s t i l l  
a  s t u d e n t ,  b u t  I  am n o t  s u r e  o f  t h a t  [ N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r ] . ® ^
®® A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  6 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
® ^ L e t t e r  f rom  W i l l i a m  0 .  B a t t s ,  J r . ,  R e g i s t r a r  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .
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A f t e r  t h i s  w r i t e r  made a s e c o n d  i n q u i r y ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  R e g i s t r a r  s e n t  p h o t o - c o p i e s  o f  c o u r s e s  r e q u i r e d  by V a n d e r b i l t  f o r  
g r a d u a t i o n .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  c h an g e d  from m e d i c i n e  t o  law and t h e n ,  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  t o  a  more  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  he p r o b a b l y  was e x p o s e d  
t o  some r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  b o t h  t h e  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  and t h e  B a c h e l o r  o f  
S c i e n c e  d e g r e e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  w r i t e r  h a s  no i d e a  w h ic h  c o u r s e s  M c G i l l  
t o o k ,  s i n c e  he  was n e a r  g r a d u a t i o n  when e x p e l l e d  f rom V a n d e r b i I t , ^ 0  he 
m u s t  h ave  f u l f i l l e d  q u i t e  a few o f  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;
R e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  B A .  D eg ree
L a t i n  (3 h o u r s ) ;  G r e e k  (3 h o u r s ) ;  M a t h e m a t i c s  (4  h o u r s ) ;
E n g l i s h  (3  h o u r s ) ;  C h e m i s t r y  (3  h o u r s ) ;  H i s t o r y  (3 h o u r s ) ;  
P h i l o s o p h y  (3 h o u r s ) ,  and  i n  a d d i t i o n  a c o u r s e  o f  t h r e e  h o u r s  
i n  a s c i e n c e ,  t o  w i t ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  o r  P h y s i c s ,  o r  B i o l o g y ,  o r  
G e o l o g y .  . , . L a t i n ,  G r e e k ,  E n g l i s h ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  and  e i t h e r  
C h e m i s t r y  o r  H i s t o r y  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  i n  t h e  F re s h m an  
y e a r . . . .
R e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  B .S .  D e g re e  
E n g l i s h  (3 h o u r s ) ;  M a t h e m a t i c s  (4  h o u r s ) ;  C h e m i s t r y  (3  h o u r s ) ;  
H i s t o r y  (3 h o u r s ) ;  P h i l o s o p h y  (3  h o u r s ) ;  a  c o u r s e  o f  t h r e e  
h o u r s  i n  a  s c i e n c e ,  t o  w i t ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  o r  P h y s i c s ,  o r  B i o l o g y ,  
o r  G e o l o g y ,  and  i n  L a n g u a g e s ;  L a t i n  and a Modern L a n g u a g e ,
German,  F r e n c h ,  o r  S p a n i s h ;  o r  two Modern  L a n g u a g e s  c o n t i n u e d  
t h r u  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r .  . . . E n g l i s h ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  
o r  H i s t o r y ,  and  s i x  h o u r s  o f  l a n g u a g e  w ork  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  i n  
t h e  F re s h m a n  y e a r .  [Some p a r a p h r a s i n g . ]
R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f i r s t - y e a r  law s t u d e n t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f :  c o n ­
t r a c t s ,  t o r t s ,  b a i l m e n t s  and  c a r r i e r s  and  p u b l i c  c a l l i n g s ,  a g e n c y ,  
c r i m i n a l  l a w ,  common law p l e a d i n g  and  p r a c t i c e  [ n o  e v i d e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e
^®"In  t h e  s r p i n g  o f  1922 a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a co lumn i n  t h e  
H u s t l e r . w h ic h  t h e  c h a n c e l l o r  d i d  n o t  l i k e ,  and  a b i t  o f  b y - p l a y  i n  
i n t e r - f r a t e r n i t y  r i v a l r y ,  c a u s e d  t h e  c h a n c e l l o r  t o  s u s p e n d  t h r e e  o f  
u s .  I  went  t o  work  f u l l - t i m e  a t  t h e  B a n n e r . 11 S o u th  and t h e  S o u t h e r n e r . 
p .  89 .
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M c G i l l  t o o k  t h i s ] ,  and  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y , ^
A l t h o u g h  l i t t l e  i s  known t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  
a c t u a l  s t u d i e s  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M c G i l l  h a s  made a few comments 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h i s  w o rk  a t  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H is  i n t e r e s t  i n  f r e s h m a n  
E n g l i s h  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d .  M c G i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  one  c o u r s e  " b e ­
c a u s e  t h e  man h o l d i n g  t h e  c h a i r  o f  e c o n o m i c s  had  b e e n  p e r s o n a l l y  e n ­
dowed by  a r e t i r e d  m a n u f a c t u r e r  and  was  a p a i d  s p e a k e r  s e e m i n g l y  a t  t h e  
b e c k  and  c a l l  o f  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s . "  M c G i l l  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  b e ­
c a u s e  h e  " d e p r i v e d "  h i m s e l f  " o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  e c o n o m i c s .
I n f l u e n t i a l  t e a c h e r s . The V a n d e r b i I t  Alumnus  a s k e d  M c G i l l  t o  
" r e m i n i s c e  a b o u t  t e a c h e r s  who s t i m u l a t e d "  h im  w h i l e  he  was  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  He named Edwin  Mims,  Edw in  E.  R e i n k e ,  G e o rg e  P u l l e n  J a c k - '  
s o n ,  and  G e o rg e  M a y f i e l d ;
From D r .  Mims I  g o t  a n  a c c e l e r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o e t r y  and  i n  
m e m o r i z i n g  i t .  From D o c t o r s  J a c k s o n  a n d  M a y f i e l d  I  r e c e i v e d  
a n  i m p e t u s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  Germany a n d  F r a n c e ,  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  
and  a r t . And f ro m  R e i n k e  I  l e a r n e d  t o  know a n d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
k e e n  b l a d e  o f  t r u t h  a n d  i t s  p l a c e  i n  l i f e .  . . .
The man . . . who g a v e  me w h a t  m e n t a l  d i s c i p l i n e  I  p o s s e s s e d  
when  I  l e f t  t h e r e ,  a n d  who became my good  f r i e n d  a n d  who s t i m u ­
l a t e d  me . . . was t h e  l a t e  Edwin  F .  R e i n k e ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  b i o l o g y  
d e p a r t m e n t .  . . .  He t a u g h t  me t h e  v a l u e  o f  d o u b t - - a n d  t o  a s k  
"How do  you know t h a t ' s  t r u e ? 11. . .
D r .  E d d i e  Mims a n d  G e o r g e  P u l l e n  J a c k s o n  s p a r k e d  my i m a g i n a ­
t i o n  and  s t a r t e d  me o f f  i n t o  r e w a r d i n g  f i e l d s  o f  r e a d i n g  and  
t h o u g h t ,  b u t  i t  was  R e i n k e  who g a v e  me d i s c i p l i n e .  . . .
^ L e t t e r  f rom  M rs .  J a n i c e  S o w e l l ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e ,  
V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  A u g u s t  8 ,  1 9 6 6 ;  p h o t o  m a t e r i a l s  f rom  o f f i c i a l  
c o l l e g e  p u b l i c a t i o n s .
^ Atlanta Constitution. October 2, 1946, col. 3, p. 6.
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A n o t h e r  who h e l p e d  me by s t i m u l a t i n g  my i m a g i n a t i o n  was Dr.  
G eo rg e  M a y f i e l d .  He i s  a g r a n d  man,  w i t h  a g i f t  f o r  t a l k i n g  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  . . .
I  d o n ’ t  know how good  my e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s .  I n  t h e  
m e a g e r  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e  t h e  r e s u l t s  w o u l d n ' t  
ad d  up t o  much.  B u t ,  my i d e a  o f  a  t e a c h e r  i s  one who s p a r k s  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and  i m a g i n a t i o n  . . . c a u s e s  a man t o  t r y  and 
k e e p  on l e a r n i n g  a l l  h i s  l i f e .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  R e i n k e ,  Mims,  
M a y f i e l d ,  and  J a c k s o n  d i d  f o r  me.  They w ere  n e v e r  j u s t  c l a s s ­
room t e a c h e r s . 93
I n  summary,  a t  M c C a l l i e  and  V a n d e r b i l t  M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e d ,  d e ­
b a t e d ,  d e c l a i m e d ,  and a c t e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  him 
g a i n  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i m s e l f .  H owever ,  he a p p a r e n t l y  had no f o r m a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
r e a d  w i d e l y  a n d  d e v e l o p  a b r o a d  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  k n o w le d g e .
N ew spape r  E x p e r i e n c e  
M c G i l l ' s  work  a s  a j o u r n a l i s t  p r o b a b l y  h a s  had i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u ­
e n c e  upon  h i s  s p e a k i n g ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h i s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e .  Fo r  
e x a m p l e ,  M c C i l l ' s  e m p l o y e r s  h e l p e d  s h a p e  h i s  s t y l e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  s t r e s s ­
i n g  t h e  n eed  f o r  c l a r i t y .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  one c o n s i d e r  
an y  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i e n c e  may h ave  had  u p o n  h i s  s p e a k i n g .
F u l l - t i m e  employment b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  N a s h v i 1 le  B a n n e r  i n  1922 , 
a f t e r  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  d e p a r t u r e  f rom  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y .  I n  N a s h ­
v i l l e ,  M c G i l l  had  t h r e e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  
s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n :  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e d i t o r s ,  c o n c e r n  f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  and
s t u d y  h a b i t s .
"̂V a n d er b iIt Alumnus, March, 1952, pp. 8, 12.
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I n f l u e n c e  o f  E d i t o r s
C i t y  e d i t o r . M c G i l l ' s  e d i t o r s  on t h e  B a n n e r  w e r e  b l u n t ,  y e t  
e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h e r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  a n o v i c e  r e p o r t e r ,  M c G i l l  
c o v e r e d  " a  r u n - a w a y  h o r s e , "  a n  e v e n t  w h i c h  p r o v e d  t o  be a l e s s o n  i n  
w r i t i n g .  W r i t i n g  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  a b o u t  a h o r s e  and  wagon d i d  n o t  
i m p r e s s  M c G i l l ' s  c i t y  e d i t o r ,  n o r  d i d  a n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  Sherwood  A n d e r ­
s o n ' s  s t y l e ;
I  r emember  my f i r s t  t i m e  a t  a t y p e w r i t e r  i n  t h e  news room o f  
t h e  o l d  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r .  . . . The c i t y  e d i t o r  c a l l e d  me
t o  t h e  d e s k  and  t o l d  me t o  g e t  t h e  s t o r y  on  a r u n - a w a y  h o r s e  
and  wagon w h i c h  b u t  a  few m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  had  t e r r o r i z e d  C h u rc h  
s t r e e t .  . . . A lo n g  t h e  way w e r e  b a s h e d  i n  c a r s ,  m o s t l y  Model
T F o r d s .  I  w r o t e  i t  a s  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  t h e  h o r s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
m a c h i n e  a g e - - a  d e s p e r a t e  d e c i s i o n  t o  a t t a c k  a n d  t a k e  t h e  c o n ­
s e q u e n c e s .  I  w r o t e  t h i s  b e c a u s e  I  had  b e e n  r e a d i n g  Sherwood 
A n d e r s o n .  I t  was a n  i m i t a t i o n ,  I  h o p e d ,  o f  h i s  s t y l e .  The 
c i t y  e d i t o r  l o o k e d  a t  me c u r i o u s l y .  " C o l l e g e  s t u f f ,  e h ? "  he 
s a i d .  And w e n t  t o  w o rk  w i t h  h i s  p e n c i l .
M a n a g in g  e d i t o r . Marmaduke B. M o r t o n ,  m a n a g in g  e d i t o r  o f  t h e
B a n n e r , t a u g h t  M c G i l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n t e g r i t y  and  c l a r i t y ,  b o t h
w h i c h  M c G i l l  f o u n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a t t a i n ;
My f i r s t  m a n a g in g  e d i t o r  was  a g a u n t ,  t a l l  and  c a d a v e r - l i k e  
man.  L egend  h a s  i t  he  d i d  n o t  t a k e  h i s  c o r n  p i p e  o u t  o f  h i s  
m o u th  when he  w e n t  t o  b e d .  H is  name was Marmaduke B. M o r t o n .
He had  b e e n  s c h o o l e d  by  H e n r y  W a t t e r s o n  on t h e  o l d  L o u i s v i l l e  
C o u r i e r  J o u r n a l .  He was a h a r d  and  u n y i e l d i n g  man,  b u t  a  good 
t e a c h e r .  "As i n  r e l i g i o n ,  so  i t  i s  i n  n e w s p a p e r  w r i t i n g , "  he 
w o u ld  s a y .  " T h e r e  a r e  j u s t  two g r e a t  commandments .  The f i r s t  
one  i s  t h a t  a man w r i t i n g  s h o u l d  p u t  t h e  f o d d e r  down w h e r e  t h e  
s t o c k  c a n  r e a c h  i t .  And t h e  s e c o n d  i s ,  d o n ' t  l i e  t o  y o u r s e l f . "  
The f i r s t  commandment c a l l i n g  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n
^Atlanta Constitution, May 30, 1960, col. 1, p. 1,
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i s n ' t  a l w a y s  e a s y .  The s e c o n d  i s  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  o f  a l l ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  when t h e  e a s i e s t  way o u t  i s  t o  l i e  
t o  o n e ' s  s e l f  and  p a s s  on t h e  l i e  t o  t h o s e  who r e a d . ^
Owner a n d  p u b l i s h e r . M a jo r  Edward B u s h ro d  S t a h l m a n ,  owner  
a n d  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , g room ed  M c G i l l  f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  
h i s  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t .  P e r s o n s  r e a d i n g  M c G i l l ' s  c o l u m n ,  and p r o b a b l y  h i s  
s p e e c h e s ,  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  S t a h l m a n ' s  " p e r s o n a l  j o u r ­
n a l i s m . "  M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e s  h i m s e l f  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  u s e  o f  f i r s t - h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  M c G i l l  w r o t e ;
W henever  I  h e a r  t h e  p h r a s e  " P e r s o n a l  j o u r n a l i s m "  I  t h i n k  o f  
M a jo r  Edward B u s h ro d  S t a h l m a n .  . . . When he  d i e d  i n  A u g u s t ,
1 9 3 0 ,  M a j o r  S t a h l m a n  had  b e e n  owner  and  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  
B a n n e r  s i n c e  1885 .  I n  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  t h e  p a p e r  m i r r o r e d  n o t  
s o  much t h e  news a s  i t  d i d  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n s .  . . . 
I t  was  h i s  c u s t o m  t o  p i c k  a young  r e p o r t e r  f r o m  t h e  s t a f f  and  
make a  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r  o f  him a s  a b a c k s t o p  f o r  t h e  v e t e r a n  
who o r d i n a r i l y  c o v e r e d  t h e  s t a t e  h o u s e .  . . .  I  had  b e e n  so 
s e l e c t e d ,  and  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  M a j o r ' s  o f f i c e  . . . f o r  my f i r s t
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  . . . The y e a r  was  1922 , . . M a j o r  S t a h l m a n  
s p o k e  e v e r y  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  i n  t h e  c i t y  p r i m a r y  c a m p a i g n .  The 
m e e t i n g s  w e re  h e l d  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  s t a n d  was a 
m o b i l e  p i c k u p  t r u c k  w i t h  h o l d e r s  on e a c h  s i d e  f o r  two 
k e r o s e n e  f l a r e s .  I  was a s s i g n e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  M a j o r .  . . .
We r e p o r t e r s  a l l  l o v e d  t h e  M a j o r  b e c a u s e  he  was s u c h  a r e c k ­
l e s s  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  f i g h t e r ,
M c G i l l  i n h e r i t e d  S t a h l m a n ' s  c o u r a g e ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  n o t  a l l  o f
h i s  r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  l e a r n i n g  i t  was  w i s e r  t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  u n t i l  one
c o u l d  d e f i n e  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y :
L o o k i n g  b a c k ,  I  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  M a jo r  i n  
me .  I  d o  n o t  h o l d  w i t h  h i s  e x t r e m e ,  a l m o s t  c o m p u l s i v e  
p a r t i s a n s h i p .  But  I  b e l i e v e  i n  b e i n g  s t r o n g l y  p a r t i s a n  on
^ I b i d . , S e p t e m b e r  30 ,  1957 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
^ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  9 0 - 9 2 .
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i s s u e s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a c h o i c e .  T h a t  g u a r a n t e e  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  
t h e  p r e s s  i s  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  j u s t  one  r e a s o n - - t o  
e n a b l e  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  s p e a k  o u t .  A l s o ,  i t  seems i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  n e w s p a p e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e ,  a s  t h e  M a j o r  h a d ,  a n  a c u t e  s e n s e  
o f  r i g h t  and  w r o n g .  . . . t h e r e  comes a t i m e  i n  a l l  c o n t r o ­
v e r s i e s  when one m u s t  h i t  t h e  i s s u e  r i g h t  on t h e  n o s e .  . . .
Som et im es  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  s p a r  f o r  a  w h i l e  o r  b a c k  away  f o r  
a  good  l o o k .  B u t  f i n a l l y  t h e  i s s u e  m us t  be  h i t  h a r d . ^
C o n c e r n  f o r  P o l i t i c s
M c G i l l ' s  n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  t a u g h t  h im m^ch a b o u t  
p o l i t i c s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  l e a r n e d  w h a t  i t  t o o k  t o  be a s u c c e s s ­
f u l  p o l i t i c i a n :
I  l e a r n e d  . . . t h a t  a  p o l i t e  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a ig n  was  e n t i r e l y
i n e f f e c t i v e .  But  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n  I  l e a r n e d  was  t h a t  
i f  you  g e t  i n  m u d - - y o u  w i l l  g e t  m u d d y - - a n d  i f  you  do  g e t  
muddy i t  i s  a  m i s t a k e  t o  t r y  t o  s c r a p e  i t  o f f .  T h a t  o n l y  
s m e a r s  i t .  L e t  i t  d r y  and  i t  w i l l  f a l l  o f f ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s n ' tQQ 9
r e a l .  I t  i s  j u s t  p o l i t i c a l  mud. ,7
C o v e r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s  p r o v i d e d  M c G i l l  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  o b s e r v e  o r a t o r y  i n  t h e  r a w .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  S t a h l m a n  a s s i g n e d  M c G i l l  
t o  a  s e n a t o r i a l  r a c e  and  i n s t r u c t e d  h im  t o  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  o f  a s p e e c h  
c r i t i c :
B e f o r e  s e n d i n g  me t o  j o i n  [G u s ]  F i t z h u g h ,  t h e  M a j o r  t o l d  me 
t o  c o u n t  e v e r y  c row d and  r e p o r t  i t s  e x a c t  n u m b e r .  He a l s o  
w a n t e d  me t o  n o t e  e v e r y  c a t - c a l l  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  e a c h  
p o i n t .  I n  b r i e f ,  I  was  t o  do a h a t c h e t  j o b  on Mr.  F i t z h u g h .
. . . My s t o r i e s  w e re  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e  M a j o r  s a i d .  . . .
T h ey  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  e v e r y w h e r e  p r e d i c t e d  
F i t z h u g h ' s  d e f e a t ,  t h a t  he f r e q u e n t l y  had  b e e n  j e e r e d ,  a n d  
t h a t  h i s  s p e e c h e s  w e re  f l a t .  T h i s  was  a l l  t r u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  l a t t e r  c h a r g e ,  . . .  He had  no  g i f t  f o r  s m a l l  t a l k ,  and  
he  was  n o t  a t  e a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  s h i r t - s l e e v e d  f a r m e r s  and  t h e i r
97 I b i d . . p p .  1 0 0 - 1 0 1 .
98Atlanta Constitution, December 22, 1946, col. 3, p. D2.
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f a m i l i e s  who f i l l e d  t h e  s u l t r y  c o u r t r o o m s  o r  g a t h e r e d  i n  
some g r o v e  a r o u n d  a p l a t f o r m  o f  n e w -s a w e d  lu m b e r  t o  h e a r  
p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e s .  Such  e a s e  i s  a c q u i r e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  i t  i s  n o t  e v e n  d i s t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n ­
f i d e n t  m i e n  w h i c h  a n  a t t o r n e y  may a s su m e  a r g u i n g  a c a s e  
b e f o r e  a j u r y  o r  a j u d g e . ^
I n v o l v e m e n t  i n  p o l i t i c s  a l s o  t a u g h t  M c G i l l  t o  be  r e a l i s t i c
when d e a l i n g  w i t h  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .  L i f e  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,
became a l e s s o n  i n  human b e h a v i o r .  M c G i l l  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  p e o p l e
w e re  d r i v e n  by t h e  p r o f i t  m o t i v e :
I  r e c a l l  l y i n g  b e h i n d  a l o g  o n c e  on a T e n n e s s e e  h i l l s i d e  
w h i l e  b u l l e t s  w h i n e d  o v e r  me a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s .  . . .
I  had  g o n e  a l o n g  w i t h  a s h e r i f f ' s  f o r c e  t o  c o v e r  a  g r e a t  
s t i l l  r a i d .  I  was  a young  r e p o r t e r  t h e n  and  t o o  n a i v e  t o  
know t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r a i d  was  t h a t  c i t y  p o l i c e m e n  w e r e  
r u n n i n g  t h i s  s t i l l  a n d  c u t t i n g  i n  on a n  a r e a  s u p p l i e d  by 
s t i l l s  t h e  s h e r i f f  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  We c a u g h t  two c i t y  
d e t e c t i v e s .  I  l e a r n e d  f a s t . ^ ® ®
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  was e v e n t u a l l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  B a n n e r 1s 
s p o r t s  d e p a r t m e n t ,  he  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e p o r t  p o l i t i c s .  Newsweek r e ­
p o r t e d  t h a t  " a l t h o u g h  The B a n n e r  i n  1923 made h im  a c t i n g  s p o r t s  e d i t o r ,  
he  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h a n d l e  o c c a s i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t o r i e s . M c G i l l  w r o t e
t h a t ,  " c h a n c e  h a d  t a k e n  me f ro m  c u b b i n g  i n  p o l i t i c s  t o  s p o r t s .  I  w en t
*
w i t h  r e l u c t a n c e ,  b u t  t h a t  e n d e d  when I  saw Ki Ki C u y l e r  a n d  R i c h b o u r g  
a n d  L e B o u rv e a  r u n  a n d  h i t . " ^ 2
M c G i l l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  on t h e  B a n n e r , t h e n ,  e x p o s e d  him t o  many
99 S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  9 2 - 9 6 .
^ ^ ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , November 10 ,  1951 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
I 0 1Newsweek.  V o l .  L I I I  ( A p r i l  13 ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  103.
102Atlanta Constitution, February 17, 1950, col. 3, p. 8.
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i n f l u e n c e s :  c l e a r  and  h o n e s t  w r i t i n g ,  c o u r a g e  t o  a c t  on v i t a l  i s s u e s ,
e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c s ,  r e a l i s m ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  m o t i v a t i o n ,  G eo rg e  
B a r k e r ,  who i n t e r v i e w e d  M c G i l l  f o r  t h e  N a s h v i l i e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e , 
c o n c l u d e d ;
He was  a w i l d ,  e n e r g e t i c  r e p o r t e r  i n  N a s h v i l l e  d u r i n g  a l l  o f  
t h e  R o a r i n g  T w e n t i e s ,  He was  young  a n d  u n d e f e a t e d  a n d  w r o t e  
a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  he c o u l d  f i n d - - s o m e t i m e s  m u r d e r  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  and  s p o r t s  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  " I t  was a good  t i m e  
a n d  a  good  p l a c e  t o  be a young  n e w s p a p e r m a n , "  he s a y s .
" N a s h v i l l e  w as  l o a d e d - - b o o t l e g g i n g , g a m b l i n g ,  v o t e  r i g g i n g .
S o c i e t y  was  h e a l l y  [ r e a l l y ]  h i g h  . . , " 1 0 3
S t u d y  H a b i t s
B e s i d e s  i n f l u e n t i a l  e d i t o r s  a n d  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e r e  was a t h i r d
a s p e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  i n  N a s h v i l l e .
M c G i l l  a n d  s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  r e a d ,  s t u d i e d ,  a n d  d e b a t e d  i d e a s ;  h o w e v e r ,
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was  p a i d  t o  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s :
On t h e  B a n n e r  f o u r  o f  u s  f o u n d  a n  e v e n i n g  o r  s o  e a c h  w eek  
on  w h i c h  t o  r e a d  p l a y s  o u t  l o u d ,  w i t h  t h e  p a r t s  a s s i g n e d .
We d i s c o v e r e d  E ugene  O ' N e i l l .  We r e a d  R u s s i a n  p l a y s ,  a l l  
o f  I b s e n ' s .  . . . The new n o v e l s  w e r e  d e v o u r e d  and  d i s ­
c u s s e d .  I  c a n  y e t  r em em ber  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  JURGEN, MAIN STREET, 
and  BABBITT. . . .
I t  I s  u n r e w a r d i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on w h a t  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
m i g h t  h a v e  t a k e n ,  a n d  w h a t  i t  and  t h e  w o r l d  m i g h t  h a v e  a v o i d e d ,  
had  J a m e s  M. Cox a n d  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t  b e e n  e l e c t e d  i n  
1 9 2 0 .  . . .  We n e v e r  t h o u g h t  d e e p l y  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  on t h e  
campus  a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  o r  i n  t h e  c i t y  room a t  t h e  B a n n e r  . . .
we w e r e  s t i r r e d  b y  t h e  new i d e a s ,  t h e  new p o e t s  a n d  n o v e l i s t s .
C l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s t u d y ,  was  h i s  e x p o s u r e  t o  s t i m u l a t i n g
103 N a s h v i l i e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e , November  5 ,  1961 ,  p .  2 0 .  
•̂̂ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  7 6 - 7 9 .
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p e o p l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  rem e m bered  t h e  i m p a c t  Edna S t .  V i n c e n t
M i l l a y  h a d  u p o n  t h e  you n g  f a r m - r e p o r t e r :
I n  t h o s e  d a y s  I ,  t o o ,  was  a p o e t  n o t  l o n g  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  and  
I  was  h e r  s e r v a n t .  Had she  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  G o l d e n  F l e e c e  I
w o u ld  h a v e  s o u g h t  i t . . . . She was  t h e r e  t o  g i v e  a  r e a d i n g
o f  h e r  poems a n d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  i n  t h e  h o t e l  s u i t e  s h e  
r e c i t e d  some w h i c h  w e re  n e v e r  on a p r o g r a m .  . . . One I
a s k e d  h e r  t o  w r i t e  down a n d  s i g n  f o r  me ,  w h i c h  s h e  d i d .  I t
[ i s ]  l o s t  . . .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  i t  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  W i t h o u t  
M i l l a y  s a y i n g  i t ,  w i t h  g e s t u r e s ,  i t  l a c k s  s o m e t h i n g .  I  
r e c a l l  i t  i n e x a c t l y ,  b u t  i t  w e n t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s :
" S e e  t h a t  man s t a n d i n g  £ :h e re ,
The one  c l o s e  t h e r e  by t h e  s t a i r ?
No, n o t  h im .  The one  i n  b l u e  s e r g e  p a n t s .
W e l l ,  he was  b o r n  i n  P a r i s ,  F r a n c e . "105
The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n
Upon l e a v i n g  t h e  N a s h v i l i e  B a n n e r  i n  1929 w i t h  h i s  new b r i d e ,  
Mary  E l i z a b e t h  L e o n a r d ,  M c G i l l  became a s s i s t a n t  s p o r t s  e d i t o r  f o r  t h e  
A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . I n  1938 ,  a f t e r  a  t r i p  " t o  s t u d y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o - o p s  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s  whose 
s m a l l  f a r m s  and  p o p u l a t i o n s "  a p p r o x i m a t e d  " t h o s e  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
s t a t e s , "  M c G i l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  new p o s t  o f  e x e c u t i v e  e d i t o r . I n  
1 9 4 2 ,  M c G i l l  became e d i t o r  a n d ,  i n  1 9 6 0 ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  he 
now h o l d s .
As s p o r t s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , M c G i l l  g a i n e d  f u r t h e r  
k n o w le d g e  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  o f  p e o p l e ,  a n d  n u m e ro u s  s u b j e c t s .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  i n  1935 ,  i n  a  m a s s i v e  s p o r t s  c o l u m n ,  " B r e a k  o f  t h e  D a y , "  
M c G i l l  w r o t e :
^ ^ ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  1950 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
10 6 ce i e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  " T h e y  D o n ' t  S c a r e  M c G i l l , "  S a t u r d a y  
E v e n i n g  P o s t , V o l .  231 (D ecem ber  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  5 2 .
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I f  I  had  a l l  t h e  w e a l t h  i n  t h e  w o r l d  I  w o u ld  a r r a n g e  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  f o u r  t h i n g s :  A l l  t h e  b a b i e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e
w o r l d  w ou ld  h a v e  a l l  t h e  m i l k  t h e y  n e e d e d  t o  d r i n k ;  and  
n o b o d y ' s  s i s t e r  w o u ld  e v e r  be  i n  n e e d ;  and  e v e r y  young  boy 
w o u ld  be  t a k e n  t o  s e e  t h a t  l o g  h u t  on a K e n t u c k y  h i l l s i d e  
i n  w h i c h  Abraham L i n c o l n  was b o r n  and  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i n  t h e s e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - a l l  t h e  1 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e m ,  w ou ld  be g i v e n  
a c h a n c e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  f a c e  o f  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t  and  
s e e  h im  s m i l e  and  h e a r  h im  s p e a k .
The s p o r t s  p a g e  was a l s o  u s e d  a s  a  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  
l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  As he  had  d o n e  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l ,  M c G i l l  c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  w o rk  w i t h  w o r d s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  P a s a d e n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
Decem ber  3 1 ,  1 9 3 5 ,  M c G i l l  p r e v i e w e d  t h e  Rose  Bowl f o o t b a l l  game:
T hey  a r e  t e n t i n g  t o n i g h t  on t h e  o l d  camp g r o u n d  and  tom o r ro w  
a f t e r n o o n  <"hey w i l l  h a v e  a t  i t  i n  t h e  famous  Rose  Bowl o f  
c o n c r e t e ,  t o p p e d  w i t h  b l o s s o m s ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  S t a n f o r d  
o r  A labam a s h a l l  be  t h e  f o o t b a l l  c h a m p io n s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .
[A labam a  w o n , ] ^ ®
As e d i t o r  a n d  p u b l i s h e r ,  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  a l l  k i n d s  
o f  t o p i c s ,  h i s  w o r l d  t r a v e l s ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
r a i s i n g  b e e s ,  a n d  D w igh t  D. E i s e n h o w e r ' s  s p e e c h  i m p r o v e m e n t .  D u r i n g  
h i s  t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . M c G i l l  h a s  had 
t h r e e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  e n a b l e d  h i s  s p e a k i n g  t o  m a t u r e ,  p e r s o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  and  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  E ac h  o f  t h e s e  
w i l l  be t r e a t e d  b e l o w .
P e r s o n a  1 E x p e r i e n c e s  
M c G i l l ' s  n u m e ro u s  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  e n a b l e d  him t o  k e e p  a b r e a s t  
o f  p e o p l e ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  i s s u e s .  P r o b a b l y  h i s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e
^ • ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  19 3 5 ,  c o l s .  1 - 2 ,  p .  13 .  
IQ^ I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y  1,  1 9 3 5 ,  c o l s .  2 - 3 ,  p .  9.
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h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  by h i s  t r a v e l s  and  a v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t y .
T r a v e 1
M c G i l l  h a s  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  many h i s t o r i c  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  him w i t h  a n  u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  
p o l i c i e s ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  and  i s s u e s .  I n  1933 ,  a s  a v a c a t i o n i n g  s p o r t s  
e d i t o r  i n  Cuba ,  M c G i l l  t o o k  t i m e  o u t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  B a t i s t a  r e v o l u ­
t i o n . ^ ® ^  I n  1938 ,  M c G i l l  managed t o  " v i s i t  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and  i o  h a v e  
t h e  g r e a t  l u c k  t o  c a t c h  on w i t h  t h e  German movement i n t o  A u s t r i a , " * ! ®  
M c G i l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  1943 and  on  s e v e r a l  l a t e r  o c c a s i o n s ;  he 
w i t n e s s e d  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l ' s  s p e e c h e s  t o  t h e  House o f  Commons, 
b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  I n  1 9 4 5 ,  M c G i l l  was  one o f  t h r e e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s e n t  by  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  N ew spape r  E d i t o r s  on 
a 4 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e  t o u r  o f  w o r l d  c a p i t a l s  t o  " e x a m i n e  c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  
f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s .  " H I  M c G i l l  o b s e r v e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
p o s t w a r  G erm any ,  c o v e r e d  t h e  N urem berg  t r i a l s ,  and  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  c h a r t e r  m e e t i n g  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y  
summed i t  up  when she  w r o t e  t h a t  "a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l u c k  and  a l l -  
e n c o m p a s s i n g  c u r i o s i t y  h a s  t i m e  and  a g a i n  l a n d e d  M c G i l l  w h e re  t h e  news 
was  b r e a k i n g ^ ^
I n  h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n ,  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  h i s
I Q ^ N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e , November 5 ,  1961 ,  p .  10.
H ® A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . J u n e  9 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
1 ^ A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , V o l .  177 ( A p r i l ,  1 9 4 6 ) ,  76,  
l ^ S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t , V o l .  231 (D ecem ber  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  5 2 .
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v i s i t s  t o  B e t h l e h e m ,  Moscow, P a r i s ,  Bonn ,  J a p a n ,  N i g e r i a ,  Warsaw,
L o n d o n ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,  C o l o m b i a ,  A u s t r i a ,  D e l h i ,  C a i r o ,  S c a n d i n a v i a ,
E g y p t , P a l e s t i n e ,  I r a n ,  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  Rome, A n d a r a , I s t a n b u l ,  K a r a c h i ,  
New D e l h i ,  C h u n k i n g ,  C e y l o n ,  and  A f r i c a .
M c G i l l  h a s  a l s o  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e r e b y  
k e e p i n g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  i s s u e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  h i s  
n e w s p a p e r  co lum n  o f t e n  b e g i n s  w i t h ,  " I n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  w eeks  I  h a v e
1  -I
r i d d e n  by c a r  o r  f l o w n  by p l a n e  o v e r  much o f  G e o r g i a  and  t h e  S o u t h . "  
P o l i t i c a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  c a m p a i g n s  h a v e  h e l d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t r a c t i o n  
f o r  M c G i l l .  He t r a v e l e d  w i t h  s u c h  c a n d i d a t e s  a s  R o b e r t  A. T a f t ,  A d l a i  
S t e v e n s o n ,  D w igh t  D. E i s e n h o w e r ,  R i c h a r d  N i x o n ,  J o h n  F .  K e n n e d y ,  and  
Lyndon  B. J o h n s o n .
What r o l e  h a s  M c G i l l ' s  w id e  e x p e r i e n c e  p l a y e d  i n  h i s  s p e a k i n g ?  
B e c a u s e  he  h a s  a good  memory ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  t a k e s  d e t a i l e d  
n o t e s  o f  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  M c G i l l  i s  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  e x t e m p o r a ­
n e o u s l y  a b o u t  e v e n t s  a n d  p l a c e s  he h a s  a c t u a l l y  s e e n .  M c G i l l  w r o t e  
w h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e :  " C h a r a c t e r  b u i l d s
i t s e l f  o u t  o f  a  m a n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  " w h a t e v e r  t r a v e l i n g  I  h a v e
d o n e ,  a n d  w h a t e v e r  and  a l l  I  h a v e  s e e n ,  h a v e  t a u g h t  me j u s t  two t h i n g s - -  
h u m i l i t y  a n d  t h e  a w f u l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h i n g s . M c G i l l  
a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t ,
111A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A u g u s t  11,  19 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14C.
114 I b i d . ,  November 1 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12 .
U 5 I b i d . ,  M arch  2 8 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3,  p .  10.
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e x p e r i e n c e  t e a c h e s  one  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  c e r t a i n  am ount  o f  
i n t e g r i t y  and  c o u r a g e ,  and  some s o r t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t y ,  
a r e  good  t h i n g s  f o r  a  man t o  h a v e  i n s i d e  h im .  . . . T r a v e l  
and  s t u d y  and  e x p e r i e n c e  t e a c h  o n e ,  n o t  t o  be t o o  s u r e  a b o u t  
t h e  a n s w e r s ,  a n d  t o  know t h a t  h u m i l i t y  i s  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  
g a r m e n t  w h i c h  w e a r s  w e l l  and  i s  b e c o m i n g .  I f  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
a n y t h i n g ,  i t  i s  n e v e r  t o  be t o o  s u r e  a b o u t  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  
b e s t ,  I  t h i n k ,  a l w a y s  t o  be a s e e k e r ,  and  n e v e r  t o  s t o p  and  
s a y ,  " T h a t  i s  a l l . "116
C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  l o n g - t i m e  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n . p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  t r a v e l s  t o  h i s  c r e d i b i l ­
i t y :
S o m e t im e s  he  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  
and  i n  A t l a n t a  h i s  f u n c t i o n  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  summed up  i n  t h e  
w o r d s  o f  one  s u b s c r i b e r  who s a i d  s i m p l y :  "He d o e s  my t h i n k ­
i n g  f o r  m e . "  . . . T hose  who s a y  he  d o e s  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  f o r  
them  s a y  i t  w i t h o u t  a p o l o g y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  know t h a t  no  m a t t e r  
w h e re  t h e  news i s  b r e a k i n g ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  e d i t o r  i s  e i t h e r  t h e r e  o r  h a s  b e e n  t h e r e  a n d  kn o w s ,  
f i r s t  h a n d ,  t h e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d .
V a r i e t y  o f  A c t i v i t y
M c G i l l ' s  a b i l i t i e s  and  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  many 
j o b s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  a w a r d s ,  a l l  e n a b l i n g  him t o  s p e a k  f rom  a w ide  
b a c k g r o u n d  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  Some o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  s i m p l y  be 
l i s t e d  h e r e ;  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  S e l e c t i v e  S e r v i c e  Board  i n  
G e o r g i a ,  1 9 4 0 - 4 4 ;  War L a b o r  B o a r d ' s  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  G e o r g i a ,  
1 9 4 2 ;  A d v i s o r y  B o a rd  o f  t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  B u r e a u ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  
1 9 4 2 ;  S o u t h e r n  C o u n c i l  f o r  R e g i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  1 9 4 3 ;  s p e c i a l  
a d v i s o r  t o  d i r e c t o r  o f  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n
H ^ I b i d . . J u n e  15 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10 .
1 ^ S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t  , V o l .  231 (D ecem ber  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  25 & 52 .
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S e r v i c e ,  1945 ;  G e o r g i a  s t a t e  c h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  a n n u a l  c e l e ­
b r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  B r o t h e r h o o d  Week,  1946 ;  c h a i r m a n  o f  a c o m m i t t e e  
o f  e d u c a t o r s ,  e d i t o r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  a n d  c i v i c  l e a d e r s ,  fo rm ed  t o  
f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  o v e r s e a s  c u l t u r a l  
r e l a t i o n s  p r o g r a m ,  1 9 4 7 ;  m e e t i n g  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ,  f o r  
p r o m i n e n t  A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s ,  l a b o r ,  f i n a n c e ,  p u b l i s h i n g ,  and  e d u c a t i o n  
l e a d e r s ,  1953 ;  n a t i o n a l  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  
B r o t h e r h o o d  Week,  1957;  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  u s e  o f  
t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  and  o t h e r  d e v i c e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  19 5 8 ;  member o f  J o h n  
F .  K e n n e d y ' s  t w e n t y - o n e - m e m b e r  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  L ab o r -M a n a g e m e n t  
P o l i c y ,  1961 ;  member o f  t h e  C om m iss ion  on G o a l s  f o r  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  1961 ;  F a i r  Cam paign  P r a c t i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  1964 ;  t r a v e l e d  
e x t e n s i v e l y  by r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t .
R e a d i n g  H a b i t s
R a l p h  M c G i l l  i s  a  t i r e l e s s  r e a d e r .  To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  
a n d  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  s t u d y ,  f o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a n s w e r e d :  How much d o e s
M c G i l l  r e a d ?  Why d o e s  he  r e a d ?  What i s  h i s  p l a n ?  What d o e s  he r e a d ?
Amount o f  r e a d i n g . What i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  r e a d i n g ?
11 o
He c o n s i d e r s  r e a d i n g  t o  be  h i s  " c h i e f  v i c e , "  "To t h e  p o i n t  o f
b e i n g  u n s o c i a l  t o  a  f a u l t , "  M c G i l l  p r e f e r s  r e a d i n g  t o  b r i d g e ,  g i n
rummy, p o k e r ,  d a n c i n g ,  a n d  s m o k in g :
H a v in g  had  t h e  h o t  b r e a t h  o f  C a l v i n  on my n e c k  s i n c e  b i r t h ,
X g re w  up  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  d a n c i n g  a n d  c a r d  p l a y i n g
^^Atlanta Constitution, November 21, 1949, col. 3, p. 10.
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w e re  s i n f u l .  T h i s  made i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me v a l i a n t l y  t o  t r y  
b o t h .  . . . T h e r e  i s  no  more  s i n  i n  t h e  a c e  o f  h e a r t s  t h a n  i n
a p a c k  o f  r o o k  c a r d s . . . . I  c o u l d  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d  why a n y o n e  
w o u ld  p l a y  a n y  c a r d  game when  i t  was  p o s s i b l e  t o  t a l k  o r  r e a d .
I  t h i n k  i t  much more  s e n s i b l e  t o  i n v i t e  g u e s t s  and  i s s u e  e a c h  
a good  book  t o  r e a d  u n t i l  m i d n i g h t  t h a n  t o  s i t  p l a y i n g  a c a r d  
g a m e . * ^
M c G i l l  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  r e a d i n g :
S i n c e  I  t r y  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  t h r e e  b o o k s  e a c h  w eek ,  a n d  have  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  do  so  . . . 1  h ave  
t o  p i c k  and  c h o o s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  m o s t  o f  my r e a d i n g  i s  n o n f i c t i o n  
and  much o f  t h a t  i s  s e l e c t e d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  t r y i n g  
t o  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  f ro m  i t . ^ ®
R e a s o n s  f o r  s t u d y . M c G i l l  r e a d s  b e c a u s e  he i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t
c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r o b l e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  c a n  b e s t  be
s o l v e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ;  " I t  h a s  l o n g  seemed t o  me
t h a t  we s h o u l d  t a k e  f ro m  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  w h i c h  g i v e s  u s  s t r e n g t h  and
c o u r a g e  a n d  t o  u s e  b o t h  t o  f a c e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t o d a y  and  tom orrow
w h ic h  a l s o  r e q u i r e  s t r e n g t h  and  c o u r a g e . " ^ 1
S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l  s t u d i e s  t o  k e e p  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  t i m e s :
I n  t h i s  d a y  a n d  t i m e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  do a l o t  o f  r e a d i n g ,  
much more  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  . . .  I t  i s  t h i s  a d u l t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  
w i t h  i t s  p a t t e r n  o f  t h o u g h t  and i t s  c u l t u r e ,  d e v e l o p e d  o f  t h a t  
p a s t ,  w h i c h  m e e t s  w i t h  t h e  m o d e rn  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  a  w o r l d  s w i f t l y  
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  by  t h e  s t e a m  e n g i n e ,  t h e  g a s o l i n e  and  D i e s e l  
e n g i n e s .  T h a t  i s  one r e a s o n  i t  i s  more  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s ,  who 
i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a  g e n e r a t i o n  h a v e  come f ro m  t h e  c o o n - s k i n  c a p  
and  t h e  p e r c u s s i o n - c a p  r i f l e ,  t o  j e t - p r o p e l l e d ,  r a d i o - c o n t r o l l e d  
w e a p o n s  and  t h e  a t o m i c  bomb and  a t o m i c  e n e r g y ,  t o  w ork  e f f i ­
c i e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l  t o o l s  we p o s s e s s .  . . .  I t  e x p l a i n s  t h e
1 1 9I b i d . .  May 14 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
120 I b i d . .  November 2 4 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  18B. 
121I b i d . . J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  13.
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f r u s t r a t i o n  and  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  c i v i c  c l u b  and  r a d i o  s p e a k e r s  
who f o r e v e r  a r e  p a n t i n g  t o  " g o  b a c k "  t o  s o m e t h i n g .  The p a s t  
a l w a y s  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  more  s i m p l e .  . . . Bu t  we a r e n ' t
g o i n g  b a c k  a n d  we a r e  g o i n g  o n . ^ ^
P l a n  o f  s t u d y . M c G i l l  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  no  p l a n  o r  d i r e c t i o n  i n  
h i s  r e a d i n g .  I n  1 9 5 0 ,  he  w r o t e ,  " I  p r o w l  a r o u n d  w i t h  my r e a d i n g ,  
w i t h o u t  much p l a n  o r  r e a s o n ,  e x c e p t  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g ,  and  
t h a t  way you come a c r o s s  a m i x t u r e  o f  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  and  end  up 
n o t  l e a r n i n g  t o o  much ,  I  g u e s s , " ^ 2 3
Q u i t e  o f t e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l  s p e a k s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h a t  w h ic h
s o u n d s  m o s t  l o g i c a l ,  l i k e  p l a n n e d  s t u d y ,  b u t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  h i s  own
way t o  be  b e s t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  s t a t e d :
I  do n o t  know w h e t h e r  p l a n n e d  r e a d i n g  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  j u s t  
r e a d i n g .  . . .  I  t h i n k  p e r h a p s  p l a n n e d  r e a d i n g  may be b e s t ,  
b u t  t o  d o  so  c a u s e s  one t o  m i s s  much .  And who i s  t o  do  t h e  
p l a n n i n g ?  I t  may be b e s t  j u s t  t o  p i t c h  i n  and  r e a d ,  p u t t i n g  
a s i d e  a n y  b o o k  w h i c h ,  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  way 
t h r o u g h  i s  s t i l l  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  ,
R e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l . The f i n a l  a r e a  u n d e r  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s  w i l l
be t h e  n a t u r e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  M c G i l l ' s  f a v o r i t e  s o u r c e s
a r e  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  S t e p h e n  V i n c e n t  B e n e t ' s  " J o h n  B r o w n ' s  B o d y , "  w o rk s
he  o f t e n  q u o t e s  when w r i t i n g  and  s p e a k i n g .  C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y  p o i n t e d
o u t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  u p o n  M c G i l l ' s  n e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n s ;
Many o f  M c G i l l ' s  c o lu m n s  q u o t e  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and  f ro m  t i m e  
t o  t i m e  somebody d e t e c t s  i n  h i s  own s t y l e  t h e  m e a s u r e d  m u s ic
^ • ^ I b i d . . D ecem ber  9 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
^ • ^ I b i d . . F e b r u a r y  1,  1950 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10 .
^ ^ I b i d . , November 2 8 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
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o f  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t ,  One v i s i t o r ' s  comments on t h e  s u b j e c t  
w e re  q u o t e d  by  M c G i l l  i n  a co lu m n :  "An o l d  f e l l o w  whose
c l o t h e s  s m e l l e d  o f  wood a n d  smoke and  m o t h b a l l s  came i n  and 
s a i d ,  'You m us t  r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  a r i g h t  s m a r t , '  ' W e l l , '  I  
s a i d ,  ' I  d o . " 1 But he  c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e  o l d  man t h a t  he  f l e e s  
i n  t e r r o r  f rom a c o v e r - t o - c o v e r  s t u d y  o f  H o ly  W r i t  b u t  k e e p s ,
" t h e  Book h a n d y  t o  r e a d  f o r  r e l a x a t i o n  and  p l e a s a n t  r o a m i n g  
a b o u t  i n  i t . "  As a n e w s p a p e r  man he l i k e s  i t s  "good r e p o r t ­
i n g "  and  m a r v e l s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  "n o  bad w a r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s "  
a t  t h e  b a t t l e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t .  H is  i d e a  o f  a 
f l a w l e s s  l e a d  on a news s t o r y  i s  t h e  one b e g i n n i n g *  " T h e r e  
was a man i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  U z , whose name was J o b . "  ^
M c G i l l  a l s o  d r a w s  f rom  t h e  B i b l e  when s p e a k i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  J u l y  12,
1956 ,  and  a g a i n  a t  De Pauw U n i v e r s i t y ,  A p r i l  18,  1958,  M c G i l l  b e g a n
w i t h  a p a s s a g e  f rom " P r o v e r b s . "
I t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  P r o v e r b s  t h a t  a word f i t l y  s p o k e n  i s  l i k e  
a p p l e s  o f  g o l d  i n  p i c t u r e s  o f  s i l v e r .  The b e a u t y  o f  t h a t  
s i m i l e  t e a c h e s  h u m i l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  
n e w s p a p e r  man,  whose j o b  i t  i s  t o  u s e  w ords  . . .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  B i b l e ,  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h e s  a l s o  r e f l e c t  h i s
i n t e r e s t  i n  " J o h n  B r o w n ' s  B o d y . "  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when d e l i v e r i n g  h i s
" L i n c o l n  Day A d d r e s s "  a t  C ooper  U n i o n ,  New Y o rk ,  F e b r u a r y  12 ,  1960,
M c G i l l  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a q u o t a t i o n ;
I  l i k e  w ha t  S t e p h e n  V i n c e n t  B e n e t  s a i d ,  i n  " J o h n  B r o w n 's  
B o d y , "  o f  L i n c o l n ' s  t r i a l s  and h i s  p a t i e n t  s e a r c h  f o r  
a n s w e r s :  W ro te  B e n e t :
"What i s  G o d ' s  w i l l ?
They come t o  me and  t a l k  a b o u t  G o d ' s  w i l l
I n  r i g h t e o u s  d e p u t a t i o n s  a n d  p l a t o o n s ,
Day a f t e r  d a y ,  laym en  and  m i n i s t e r s ,  . . .
But  a l l  o f  them a r e  s u r e  t h e y  know G o d ' s  w i l l .
I  am t h e  o n l y  man who d o e s  n o t  know i t .  . .
125 S a t u r d a y  E v e n in g  P o s t , V o l .  231 (December 2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  2 5 .
126M a n u s c r i p t s  p r o v i d e d  t h i s  w r i t e r  by R a l p h  M c G i l l .
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A lw ays  he  h a d  h i s  m y s t i c  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p e o p l e - - i n  t h e i r  
a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  p o p u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t .  . . . F o r  u s  a
c e n t u r y  o l d e r  now, t h e r e  i s  t h e  c l e a r  d u t y  t o  h a v e  and  
e x p r e s s  t h a t  f a i t h  a n d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  a n y  p e t t y  s o p h i s t i c a ­
t i o n  t o  b l i n d  u s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r i g h t  d o e s  make m i g h t .
To f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  k i n d  o f  m a t e r i a l s  M c G i l l  r e a d s ,
s o u r c e s  u s e d  by  M c G i l l  i n  h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  c o lu m n  a r e  l i s t e d  h e r e ,
u s i n g  h i s  own l a b e l s :
H. A l l e n ' s  t h r e e  n o v e l s ,  The  F o r e s t  a n d  t h e  F o r t . B e d f o r d  
Vi 1 l a g e , a n d  Toward  t h e  M o r n i n g ; D e a t h  Comes f o r  t h e  A r c h ­
b i s h o p  : Drums a l o n g  t h e  Mohawk; A F a r e w e l l  t o  A rm s ; The L a t e
G. A p l e y ; A p p o i n t m e n t  i n  S a m a r r a ; N o r t h w e s t  P a s s a g e  ; The 
G r a p e s  o f  W r a t h ; The  H e a r t  i s  a  L o n e l y  H u n t e r ; Look Homeward 
A n g e 1 ; Of Time a n d  t h e  R i v e r ; Web a n d  t h e  R o c k ; You C a n 11 Go 
Home A g a i n ; A n th o n y  A d v e r s e ; A r r o w s m i t h ; Gone W i t h  t h e  W i n d ;
E.  M e r t o n  C o u l t e r ' s  The C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ;
W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l ' s  w a r  m e m o i r s ;  Econom ic  G e o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  
USSR; "The  O ld  Man and  t h e  S e a " ;  U. S .  C a m e r a ; D i v i d e d  We 
F o u g h t ; p i c t u r e  l i f e  o f  L i n c o l n ;  a w ork  by  B e n j a m i n  Thomas a b o u t  
L i n c o l n ;  Agnes  Demi l i e ' s  "Dance  t o  t h e  P i p e r "  and  "Sam Cle mens  
o f  H a n i b a l " ;  S a l v a d o r e  M a d a r i a g o a ' s  B o l i v a r ; J .  P .  M a r q u a n d ' s
H. M. P u l h a m ; E s q u i r e ; H e n r y  S t e e l e  C om m ager ' s  The B lu e  and  t h e  
G r a y ; B o r i s  P a s t e r n a k ’ s D r .  Z h i v a g o ; L i f e ' s  M e a n i n g ; Howard 
Odum's  S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ; L i n c o l n  P a p e r s ;
A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y ; E.  E.  R o b i n s o n ’ s T hey  V o te d  f o r  R o o s e v e I t ;
C. Vann W o o d w a rd ' s  The B u r d e n  o f  S o u t h e r n  H i s t o r y , Tom W a t s o n : 
A g r a r i a n  R e b e 1 . R e u n i o n  and  R e a c t i o n . O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u t h , 
The S t r a n g e  C a r e e r  o f  J i m  C ro w ; T h u n d e r  Out o f  C h i n a ; F.
P e r k i n s '  The  R o o s ev e  I t  1̂  Knew; E r i c  S e v a r e i d ’ s Not So Wi Id  a 
D ream : The A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  W i1 l i a m  A l l e n  W h i t e ;  J o h n  H e r s h e y ' s  
H i r o s h i m a ; Jam es  B. C o n a n t ' s  The A m e r i c a n  H igh  S c h o o l  T o d a y ; 
Would S c h o o l s  be D e s e g r e g a t e d ? ; J o h n  F o x ' s  The L i t t l e  S h e p h e r d  
o f  Kingdom Come; E r s k i n e  C a l d w e l l ' s  T o b a c c o  R o a d ; Thomas 
H a m i l t o n ' s  Men and  M a n n e r s  i n  A m e r i c a ; V i r g i l ' s  G e o r g i e s : G unna r  
M y r d a l ' s  The A m e r i c a n  P i  lem m a; Eugene  O ' N e i l l ' s  p l a y s ;  Edmund 
B u r k e ' s  " C o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  A m e r i c a " ;  M e r c u r y ; S o p h o c l e s '  "Ode 
t o  A n t i g o n e " ;  C a r l  S a n d b u r g ' s  s i x  v o lu m e s  on  L i n c o l n .
A few a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  w id e  v a r i e t y  o f
m a t e r i a l s  M c G i l l  s t u d i e s :
12 7' M a n u s c r i p t  p r o v i d e d  t h i s  w r i t e r  by R a l p h  M c G i l l .
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R e p o r t  o f  t h e  U. S.  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  
1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 1 ;  1916 c e n s u s  s t a t i s t i c s ;  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  
e c o n o m ic s  d e p a r t m e n t  s t u d y  on i n d u s t r y ;  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  r e p o r t  on s u p p o r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  by s t a t e s ;  n e w s ­
p a p e r s  f rom " a l l  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n " ;  f a rm  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  
t h e  H e r e f o r d  J o u r n a l ; i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ;  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  S o v i e t  p r e s s ;  m o n i t o r e d  r a d i o  p r o g r a m s ;  r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  
by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e .
S p e a k i n g  E x p e r i e n c e
B e s i d e s  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r
e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d
o f  e x t e n s i v e  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  had  no
f o r m a l  c o u r s e  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  h i s  o r a t o r y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  l a r g e l y
f rom p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  and  p r a c t i c e .  The e x t e n t  and  n a t u r e  o f
M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  p r a c t i c e  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
M c G i l l  d i d  some s p e a k i n g  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  N a s h v i 1 l e
B a n n e r . He spoke  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  a t  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a b o u t
s p o r t s  a n d  p o l i t i c s ,  s u b j e c t s  o f  w h ic h  he w r o t e  d a i l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
12 8M c G i l l ,  t h e s e  t a l k s  w ere  n e v e r  r e c o r d e d  i n  a n y  w ay .
I n  1929 ,  a f t e r  j o i n i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , M c G i l l  b e g a n  a n  a c t i v e
s p e a k i n g  c a r e e r  i n  A t l a n t a .  T h i s  w r i t e r  a s k e d  M c G i l l  when he  " f i r s t
became a c t i v e  a s  a  s p e a k e r " ’
W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  I  would  s a y  i t  was i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h a t  I  became r e a l l y  p r e t t y  a c t i v e ,  
and  t h i s  was j u s t  s o r t  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  you m i g h t  s a y .  I  a l w a y s  
e n j o y e d  s p o r t s ,  b u t  I  n e v e r  s e t  o u t  t o  be a s p o r t s  w r i t e r  . . .
I  had  a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u t s i d e  s u b j e c t s  . . .  I  
d i d  some a r t i c l e s  on t h e  e c o n o m ic  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  c o l l a p s e  
i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  . . .  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  I  had  some 
f r i e n d s  who w e re  on  t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  i n  p o l i t i c a l
12®Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 29, 1965.
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s c i e n c e  and  e c o n o m i c s ,  and  a t  t h a t  t i m e  one  o f  t h e  g o v e r n ­
ment a g e n c i e s  e n c o u r a g e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  s e t  up fo ru m  m e e t ­
i n g s ,  and I  rem em ber  g o i n g  a r o u n d  t o  some o f  t h e s e  w i t h  D r .  
G o o d r i c h  W h i t e ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  l a t e  C u l l e n  
G o s n e l l  who was  h e a d  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  and  
we w o u ld  . . . go  t o  tow ns  a l l  o v e r  G e o r g i a ,  s o m e t im e s  we w en t  
a  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  m i l e s  a w a y ,  d r i v e  t h e r e  and  come b a c k  l a t e  
a t  n i g h t ,  make t a l k s  a t  t h e s e  f o r u m s .  So I  g o t  g o i n g  i n  t h a t ,  
and  t h e n ,  i n  1937 ,  I  was a w a r d e d  a R o s e n w a ld  F e l l o w s h i p  , . . 
[ w h i c h ]  e n a b l e d  my w i f e  and  me t o  go  t o  E u r o p e .  . . . Then  I
had  t h e  g r e a t  l u c k  t o  be  i n  B e r l i n  t o  s e e  one o f  H i t l e r ' s  g r e a t  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  g r e a t e r  l u c k  t o  be a b l e  t o  go 
i n t o  A u s t r i a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  A n s c h l u s s  t h e r e  i n  M a r c h ,  i n  
' 3 8 ,  a n d  s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  i n  A p r i l  . . . so  I
s t a y e d  i n  E u ro p e  ’ t i l  t h e  M unich  a g r e e m e n t .  . , . S o ,  
n a t u r a l l y ,  when I  came b a c k ,  t h e r e  was  a g r e a t  demand f rom 
c i v i c  c l u b s  and  a l l  s o r t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  one  
o f  t h e s e  many e x p e r i e n c e s .  I  made h u n d r e d s  [ o f  t a l k s ]  . . .
I  t h i n k  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  ' 3 0 ' s  i t  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  
s i n c e  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t r i p .  Of c o u r s e  I ' v e  had  many o t h e r  t r i p s  
o v e r  t o  E u r o p e ,  s u c h  a s  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  m on th  [ o r ,  1 9 6 2 ] ,
I  w e n t  t o  West  A f r i c a  [ o n  a f a c t - f i n d i n g  t r i p  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  
J o h n  F .  K ennedy]  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  . . .  I  made a number 
o f  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h a t .  . . .  I  w e n t  o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ;  t h e  l a s t  
y e a r  o f  t h e  w ar  I  made a t r i p  c l e a r  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  . . .
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  N ew sp ap e r  E d i t o r s .  . . .
so  I  m u s t  h a v e  made a  h u n d r e d  t a l k s  a b o u t  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h i s ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y .  . . . I n c i d e n t l y ,
m o s t  o f  t h o s e  t a l k s  [ a b o u t  h i s  t r i p s ]  w o u ld  be e x t e m p o r a n e o u s .
I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a m a n u s c r i p t ;  I  d i d n ' t  n e e d  a  m a n u s c r i p t ,  you 
s e e ? 129
S i n c e  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  t h e n ,  M c G i l l  h a s  b e e n  i n  c o n s t a n t  demand a s
a s p e a k e r .  I n  1 9 6 5 ,  G r a c e  L undy ,  M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
e x t e n t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g :
M r.  M c G i l l  t u r n s  down q u i t e  a  few i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s p e a k - - I  
w o u ld  e s t i m a t e  b e t w e e n  s i x  a n d  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  a y e a r .  I n  1965 
he made f o r t y  t a l k s  t h a t  I  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  on c a l e n d a r .  T h i s ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t a p e s  he  was a s k e d  by v a r i o u s  
r a d i o  and  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  t o  make i n  A t l a n t a  a n d  i n  t h e  
c i t i e s  w h e r e  he  w ou ld  be m a k in g  t a l k s .  H i s  n e w s p a p e r  d u t i e s ,  
t h e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  . . . i n c l u d i n g  W h i t e  House
1 2 9 i b i d .
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C o m m i t t e e s ,  and  t h e  f a c t  t h e  d a y  h a s  o n l y  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  
make i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n f i n e  h i s  t a l k s  t o  a l i m i t e d  num b e r .
He h a t e s  t o  t u r n  down s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e  g r o u p s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
a s  he  i s  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  young  p e o p l e .
M c G i l l  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s p e a k  t o  a l m o s t  a n y  k i n d  o f  a u d i e n c e ,  and  
a b o u t  a v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s .  The j o u r n a l i s t ' s  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  
be  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  e l e v e n  h e a d i n g s :  c h u r c h  g r o u p s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r a d i o
a n d  t e l e v i s i o n ,  l a b o r ,  human r e l a t i o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  p r e s s ,  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r e i g n ,  o c c a s i o n a l  s p e e c h e s ,  and  commencement s p e a k i n g .
C h u r c h  g r o u p s . M c G i l l  o f t e n  s p e a k s  a t  c h u r c h e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
he  t o l d  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  e n c o u n t e r e d  when t r y i n g  t o  c h a n g e  o l d  t r a d i ­
t i o n s  and  b e l i e f s :
One n i g h t  I  was  a s k e d  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  m e n ' s  B i b l e  c l a s s  o f  a 
s m a l l - t o w n  c h u r c h .  I  t r i e d  t o  s p e a k  c a s u a l l y ,  y e t  s e r i o u s l y ,  
n o t i n g  t h a t  we S o u t h e r n e r s  h a v e  a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  B i b l e -  
o r i e n t e d ,  f o r  q u o t i n g  f rom  i t ,  and  f o r  u s i n g  i t  i n  o u r  p o l i t i c s .
I  s a i d  t h a t  somehow a l o n g  t h e  way  we had  m anaged  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  
N e g ro  f rom  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  F a t h e r h o o d  o f  God and  t h e  b r o t h e r ­
hood o f  man.  . . . T h e r e  was  p o l i t e  a p p l a u s e .  L a t e r ,  when t h e  
m e e t i n g  was  c o n c l u d e d ,  a n  o l d  man came up t o  me.  " I  j u s t  w an t  
you  t o  k n o w ,"  he s a i d  . . . " t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  i n  w h i t e  s u p r e m a c y .  
Even  t h e  B i b l e  s a y s  a s  much.  I  h o l d  w i t h  o u r  t r a d i t i o n s . "  I  
p a t t e d  h im  on  t h e  s h o u l d e r  a n d  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h e  B i b l e  i s  i n t e r ­
p r e t e d  many w a y s . "131
E d u c a t i o n . M c G i l l  a l s o  e n j o y s  s p e a k i n g  t o  s c h o o l  g r o u p s ,  
p r o b a b l y  t h e  t y p e  a u d i e n c e  M c G i l l  h a s  a d d r e s s e d  m o s t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  
1 9 5 9 ,  he  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C o lu m b ia  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m .  I n
13C>Typed s t a t e m e n t  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by  G ra c e  L u n d y ,  December  
2 9 ,  1965 .
l^South and the Southerner, pp. 232-233.
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1 9 6 1 ,  he t o l d  t h e  H a r v a r d  Law S c h o o l  A lumni A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t ,  " s i n c e  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  o f  May, 1 9 5 4 ,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  b a r  h a s  n o t  l i v e d  up  t o  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " 1 3 2  j n 
1 9 6 1 ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  h e a r d  M c G i l l  s a y  t h a t ,  "we 
h a v e  no  way t o  be  s u r e  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t a l e n t s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
y o u n g s t e r s  now m o v ing  t o w a r d ,  o r  i n ,  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  w i l l  become a 
n a t i o n a l  a s s e t . " 1 3 3  j g 5 3 j M c G i l l  t o l d  members  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l
C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  t h a t  " e d u c a t o r s  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  
s tem m ing  ' t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  f e e l i n g  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  
f u t u r e  by  e x t r e m i s t s ,  d e p r e s s e d  o r  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  g r o u p s . ' " 1 3 4
R a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n . Much o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g  on r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  i s  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  p a n e l s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s .  As e a r l y  a s  
19 4 6 ,  M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e d  " d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s  and  P a l e s t i n e "  o v e r  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n  WAGA i n  A t l a n t a .  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
M c G i l l ' s  n e x t  " r a d i o  a p p e a r a n c e  w i l l  be A p r i l  12 ,  when he g o e s  t o  
New York  t o  a p p e a r  on t h e  Town H a l l  o f  t h e  A i r  p r o g r a m  b r o a d c a s t  
n a t i o n a l l y  o v e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m p a n y 's  n e t w o r k . ” 135 j n 
19 5 9 ,  M c G i l l  was  one  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  on NBC's "T o d a y  Show" who 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  news f ro m  o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s .
^••^New Y ork  T i m e s . J u n e  15,  1 9 6 1 ,  c o l .  2 ,  p .  14 .
13 3 I b i d . . A u g u s t  17 ,  19 6 1 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  15.
l-^ I b i d . , D ecem ber  2 ,  1963 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  4 6 .
333A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , M arch  2 9 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  2 ,  p .  1.
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L a b o r .  M c G i l l  h a s  shown a p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a b o r ,  a s  
r e c o g n i z e d  by  t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F .  K ennedy ,  when he a p p o i n t e d  
M c G i l l  t o  h i s  t w e n t y -o n e - m e m b e r  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  Labor -M anagem en t  
P o l i c y .  Two e x a m p le s  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a .
On May 13 ,  1946 ,  M c G i l l  s h a r e d  s p e a k i n g  d u t i e s  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Wayne 
M orse  a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  L a b o r  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  
L a b o r  i n  A s h e v i l l e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  w he re  he spoke  t o  a r a c i a l l y  i n t e ­
g r a t e d  a u d i e n c e  f rom  t w e l v e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  The d a y  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  
a d d r e s s ,  G eorge  L.  G o o g e , S o u t h e r n  O r g a n i z i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  
t h e  s p e e c h :
"We a r e  a l s o  p l a n n i n g  t o  e x p a n d  o u r  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  D e p a r t ­
men t  s o  t h a t  we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  w i t h  more  f a c i l i t y  and  
c l a r i t y  o u r  s t o r y , "  he [Googe]  s a i d .  "We a r e  t a k i n g  h e e d  o f  
t h e  f i n e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f f e r e d  by R a l p h  M c G i l l ,
E d i t o r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  h e r e .  He s a i d  we had  f o r  y e a r s  b e e n  t e l l i n g  o u r  
s t o r y  i n  a s l i p s h o d  [ M c G i l l ' s  v e r y  w ord ]  m a n n e r  and  we i n t e n d  
t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t . " ^ - ^
S e c o n d ,  i n  1947 ,  M c G i l l  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  T e x t i l e  U n ion  o f  A m er ic a
( C . I . O . ) ,  i n  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  Rome, G e o r g i a .  M c G i l l  p i c t u r e d  t h e
o c c a s i o n  and  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  r e s p o n s e :
My s u b j e c t  was  one w h ic h  g e n e r a l l y  c o u l d  be s a i d  t o  be 
c o v e r e d  by t h e  p h r a s e ,  "The M a r s h a l l  P l a n "  . . . t h a t  i f  i t  
f a i l s  o f  a d o p t i o n  we w i l l  l e a r n ,  a s  t h e  t o b a c c o  f a r m e r  a l r e a d y  
i s  l e a r n i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i r e c t  t i e  b e t w e e n  o u r  p o c k e t -  
b o o k s  and  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  . . . The CIO d e l e g a t e s  
l i s t e n e d  w i t h  g r e a t  p a t i e n c e  and  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k ,  w i t h  
i n t e r e s t .  A v e r y  b r i e f  q u e s t i o n  p e r i o d  [ a  f o r m a t  M c G i l l  was 
t o  c o n t i n u e ]  l a t e r  r e v e a l e d  t h e y  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  M a r s h a l l  
P l a n  a b o u t  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u n  o f  A m e r i c a n s .  . . . They w ere  
a l l  A n g l o - S a x o n  t y p e s ,  I  n o t e d ,  a s  I  s a t  t h r o u g h  a s i n g i n g
^ ^ Ibid., Associated Press, May 14, 1946, p. 6.
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s e s s i o n ,  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e i r  f a c e s .  . . .  I  a p p r e c i a t e d  my 
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  p a g e s  o f  THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION w e r e ,  from 
l a b o r ' s  v i e w p o i n t ,  o f t e n  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  a n d  i n  e r r o r ,  t h e  
o p i n i o n s  w e r e ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e d ,  h o n e s t l y  w r i t t e n  and  p r e s e n t e d .  
T h a t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  h a s  b e e n  o u r  o b j e c t i v e - - t o  be h o n e s t  i n  
o p i n i o n .  . . .  I t  was  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  m e e t i n g ,
Human r e l a t i o n s . M c G i l l ,  known b e s t  f o r  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  
m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s ,  h a s  o f t e n  s p o k e n  t o  and  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  b o t h  Jews and  
N e g r o e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1946 ,  M c G i l l  i n f o r m e d  two h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y  
" d e l e g a t e s  f rom  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  G e o r g i a ,  Alabama and  e a s t  
T e n n e s s e e "  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  on a r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  Germany and 
P a l e s t i n e .  D e l e g a t e s  h a d  met t o  " p l a n  f o r  a $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  U n i t e d  
J e w i s h  A p p e a l  f o r  R e f u g e e s ,  O v e r s e a s  N e e d s ,  and  P a l e s t i n e . "  W i l l i n g -  
t o n  W r i g h t ,  r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  and 
s p e e c h :
The c o n f e r e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c i v i c  room o f  t h e  A n s l e y  
[ h o t e l  i n  A t l a n t a ]  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  a huge  p l a c a r d  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  5 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  Jew s  had  d i e d  i n  E u ro p e  a s  t h e  r e ­
s u l t  o f  N a z i  a t r o c i t i e s .  . . .  I n  o p e n i n g  h i s  r e m a r k s ,  M c G i l l  
f i r s t  t o l d  o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a t  N u rem b erg ,  w he re  22 
N a z i  l e a d e r s  a r e  on t r i a l  f o r  some o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  w h ic h  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  h e a r d  y e s t e r d a y .  . . . M c G i l l  t h e n  t o l d  o f  h i s
v i s i t s  t o  some o f  t h o s e  camps [ f o r  d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s ] .
Most  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h e s  a b o u t  human r e l a t i o n s  have  t a c k l e d ,  
a s  he t o l d  a F l o r i d a  a u d i e n c e ,  " t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  d o m e s t i c  p ro b le m  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s " - - " t h e  n a t i o n ' s  13 m i l l i o n  N e g r o e s . " 1 3 9  For
137A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A u g u s t  19,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
1 18
I b i d . . March  18,  1946 ,  c o l .  2 ,  p .  1.
1 3 9 M a n u s c r ip t  p r o v i d e d  by R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
"Open F o ru m ,"  D a y to n a  B e a c h ,  F l o r i d a ,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1954.
59
e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  s p o k e  t o  " c i v i c ,  l a b o r  a n d  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  f rom  72 
S o u t h e r n  c i t i e s  i n  11 s t a t e s , "  me t  " t o  s e e k  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  and  t o l e r ­
a n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s . " I 4 ® i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r  
c o l u m n ,  M c G i l l  a n a l y z e d  t h e  s p e e c h  s i t u a t i o n ,  t e l l i n g  f i r s t  w h a t  he 
h a d  s a i d ,  t h e n  t h e  r e s p o n s e  s t i m u l a t e d  by  h i s  s p e e c h .  He w r o t e ;
I  had  o p p o s e d  t h e  t i m i n g  and  t h e  m e th o d s  b e h i n d  t h e  F e d e r a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  p r o p o s e d  [ b y  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ] ,  w i t h  a n  a r g u ­
m en t  w h i c h  c a n  b e s t  be summed up  a s  f o l l o w s ;  " I  w a n t  t h e  
S o u t h  t o  do  w h a t  i s  r i g h t .  I  do  n o t  w an t  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n ­
m en t  t o  co m p e l  i t . . . . The p r o p o s e d  F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n
w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  o r  c h a n g e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  la ws  . . .  a  f a c t  
l a r g e l y  o v e r l o o k e d .  J u r i e s  s t i l l  a r e  s e l e c t e d  f ro m  p a n e l s  
d ra w n  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  C h a n g i n g  a j u r y  f ro m  t h e  
c o u r t h o u s e  t o  t h e  j u r y  box i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  n o t  
c h a n g e  a s t a t e  o f  m i n d . "1 ^1
R e s p o n s e  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  was b o t h  i m m e d i a t e  and  d e l a y e d .
F o l l o w i n g  h i s  o r a t i o n :
. . . two y o u n g  N e g ro  s t u d e n t s  came up  t o  me,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  and  
a s k e d  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s :
1.  "Mr.  M c G i l l ,  why i s  i t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
[ r e p r e s e n t e d  by  M c G i l l ’ s s p e e c h ]  do  n o t  w a n t  t h e  
N e g ro  t o  h a v e  j u s t i c e  and  a f a i r  c h a n c e ? "
2 .  " W i l l  you  t e l l  me ,  s i r ,  how a l i b e r a l  v i e w p o i n t  
[ l i k e  M c G i l l ' s ]  c a n  o p p o s e  t h e  F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n ? " ! ^
S e v e r a l  d a y s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  M c G i l l  had  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s p e e c h  a n d  o c c a s i o n
i n  h i s  c o l u m n ,  he  w r o t e  o f  a  d e l a y e d  r e s p o n s e :
A young  N e g ro  woman, m a r r i e d  a n d  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  one c h i l d ,  came 
t o  s e e  m e . . . . She s a i d  t h a t  s h e  came b e c a u s e  o f  a
l ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1948 ,  c o l ,  4 ,  p .  11 .  
•̂4 ^ I b i d . . M arch  1 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
14 2 I b i d .
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c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  who had  u r g e d  h e r  t o  come.
I  w a n t  t o  p u t  i t  down, h e r  t h i n k i n g ,  e x a c t l y  a s  I  c a n .  "We 
r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  a b o u t  y o u r  t a l k  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  a b o u t  
how t h e y  a s k e d  you  q u e s t i o n s  and  d i d n ’ t  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u .  We 
r e a d  w h a t  e l s e  you  h a d  t o  s a y , "  s h e  b e g a n .  " T h o s e  p e o p l e  
( a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y )  w o u l d n ' t  s p i t  on  u s .  T h e r e  i s n ' t  a n y b o d y  
h a r d e r  on a common N e g ro  t h a n  t h e y .  . . . T hey  a r e  a l o t  more  
d i s t a n t  t o  t h e i r  c o o k s  and  m a i d s  t h a n  w h i t e  p e o p l e .  S o ,  d o n ' t  
y ou  w o r r y  t o o  much a b o u t  how t h e y  a c t e d .  . . . "  L e t  t h i s  be a 
s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  i n  a p r i m e r  on S o u t h e r n  t h i n k i n g .
O r g a n i z a t i o n s . M c G i l l  a l s o  t a l k s  t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  c l u b s .  Two
e x a m p l e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d ,  a  K i w a n i s  C lub  and  a g a r d e n  c l u b .  M c G i l l
w r o t e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  G e o r g i a  p o l i t i c s  t o  a
K i w a n i s  C lu b  i n  B r a d e n t o n ,  F l o r i d a ;
I  r a n  i n t o  some t r o u b l e  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  G e o r g i a ' s  p r e d i c a ­
m en t  t o  t h e  K i w a n i a n s  who o v e r f l o w e d  i n t o  a d j o i n i n g  h a l l s .
I t  i s  so  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  n o t  e v e n  G e o r g i a n s  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  c a n  e x p l a i n  i t  . . . 144
M c G i l l ,  who h a s  r a i s e d  b e e s  a n d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  q u i t e  k n o w l e d g -  
a b l e  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  p r o v i d e d  a d e l i g h t f u l  e x a m p le  o f  p o o r  a u d i e n c e  
a n a  l y s i s :
Once u p o n  a  t i m e  I  was c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t a l k  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f
t h e  b e e s .  I  b e g a n  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  was n o t
u n l i k e  o u r  own. The f e m a l e  b e e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  q u e e n ,  i s  a  b i t  
f a t ,  had  t o  be  w a i t e d  on a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  m a le  b e e s  w o rk  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  d e a t h  k e e p i n g  h e r  i n  t h e  s t y l e  t o  w h i c h  she  i s  
a c c u s t o m e d .  I  was  s p e a k i n g  t o  a g a r d e n  c l u b ,  and  t o  my s u r ­
p r i s e  t h i s  b i t  o f  l e v i t y  d i d  n o t  r o l l  them  i n  t h e  a i s l e s .  I  
h a s t i l y  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p o l l i n a t i o n . ^ ^
^ ^ I b i d . , M arch  5 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.  
l ^ I b i d . . F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10 .  
l^-*I b i d . , O c t o b e r  8 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10 .
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The p r e s s . M c G i l l  s p e a k s  q u i t e  o f t e n  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  o b j e c ­
t i v e l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  own p r o f e s s i o n .  I n  1947 ,  he spoke  t o  t h e  H o o s i e r  
P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he was  on  a fo rum 
p r o g r a m  s p o n s o r e d  a n n u a l l y  by t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  B u l l e t i n . The N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e a r d  M c G i l l  i n  1956.  I n  1962 ,  i n  J a p a n ,  
M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  " P r e s s  and  P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  On 
J u l y  12 ,  1956 ,  M c G i l l  spoke  t o  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  own p r o f e s s i o n ;
T h e r e  a r e  some n e w s p a p e r s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  d o i n g  w e l l .  I  have  r u n  
my own p o l l  on them i n  t h e  form o f  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y  
and  t h e y  a r e ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r s  w h i c h  a r e  e i t h e r  so  
r e a c t i o n a r y  a s  t o  be f a r  b e h i n d  t h e  t i m e s  s a v e  f o r  a s t e a d i l y  
d e c r e a s i n g  t y p e  o f  r e a d e r s h i p ,  o r  d a i l y  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  
a t a s t e l e s s ,  m o no tonous  p a r a p h r a s e  o f  a B i b l i c a l  t r u t h ,  " t h e  
same y e s t e r d a y ,  t o d a y  a n d  to m o r ro w .
G o v e r n m e n t . Much o f  M c G i l l ' s  w ork  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  b e e n  i n  
c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s ,  u s i n g  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  he h a s  done  some 
s p e a k i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1954 ,  he a d d r e s s e d  t h e  A i r  D e f e n s e  Command 
i n  C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s .  I n  1960 ,  he t a l k e d  t o  a " U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  g r o u p "  
i n  D e t r o i t ,  a n d ,  i n  1948 ,  he was a s k e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  F o r e i g n  
R e l a t i o n s  C om m it tee  on t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e l i e f  P l a n .
F o r e i g n . M c G i l l  h a s  t a l k e d  i n  a number  o f  f o r e i g n  a r e a s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  J a p a n ,  A f r i c a ,  and  E n g l a n d .  I n  1962 ,  he s p o k e  i n  J a p a n  
a b o u t  " P r e s s  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  A r e a s . "  The n e x t  y e a r ,  he 
t r a v e l e d  i n  A f r i c a  on  a f a c t - f i n d i n g  t o u r  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  K ennedy ,
^ ^ M a n u s c r i p t  p r o v i d e d  by R a l p h  M c G i l l .
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m a k in g  s e v e r a l  t a l k s  a n d  a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  Back  i n  J u l y  2 5 ,  1943 ,
h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l  made w ha t  m us t  h ave  b e e n  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e e c h ,  u s i n g
t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e
BBC i n f o r m e d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  was  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  on
t a p e ,  t h e  New York T imes  c a r r i e d  a n  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t :
R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  e d i t o r  o f  The A t l a n t a  ( G a . )  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
p r a i s e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o d a y ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  a b l e  t o  
f i g h t  t h e  w ar  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  p l a n  t o  be a b e t t e r  n a t i o n  
when p e a c e  com es .  I n  an  a d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  
C o r p o r a t i o n  he n o t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n s  a l r e a d y  made f o r  
r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t o  i n s u r e  w i d e r  s c h o o l i n g  
f o r  a l l  c l a s s e s  a n d  a p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  London .  ^
O c c a s i o n a l  s p e e c h e s . B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  M c G i l l ' s  
c a r e e r ,  o c c a s i o n a l  a n d  commencement s p e a k i n g  a r e  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .
On J u n e  3 ,  1958,  M c G i l l  spoke  a t  L i t t l e  R ock ,  A r k a n s a s ,  i n  h o n o r  o f  
t h e  A r k a n s a s  G a z e t t e 1s P u l i t z e r  w i n n e r s .  May 2 9 ,  1959 ,  M c G i l l  gave  
t h e  P u l i t z e r  M e m o r i a l  A d d r e s s  a t  C o lum bia  U n i v e r s i t y .  F e b r u a r y  12,  
1960 ,  he p r e s e n t e d  t h e  L i n c o l n  Day A d d r e s s  a t  Cooper  U n io n ,  New York.  
A l s o ,  i n  1960 ,  M c G i l l  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  
L o v e j o y  C o n v o c a t i o n ,  C o lb y  C o l l e g e ,  W a t e r v i l l e ,  M a in e .
Commencement s p e a k i n g . Among M c G i l l ' s  many commencement a d ­
d r e s s e s  w ere  s p e e c h e s  a t  Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  C r a n b r o o k  S c h o o l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e ,  W e l l e s l e y  C o l l e g e ,  D e P a u l  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M iam i ,  and  B u t l e r  U n i v e r s i t y .
l^New York Time s, Associated Press, July 26, 1943, col. 1,
p. 7.
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I n  summary,  R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  b a s e d  
l a r g e l y  on p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  h a s  c o n ­
s i s t e d  o f  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i ­
e n c e ,  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s ,  and  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .
R e a r e d  on a s m a l l  f a rm ,  M c G i l l  was e x t r e m e l y  s h y ,  y e t  t h i s  
r u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  was a n  a s s e t  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  M cG i l l  l e a r n e d  t o  
be i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w ere  s o  few N e g r o e s ,  was t a u g h t  no 
p r e j u d i c e .  He w orked  w i t h  t h e  s o i l  and  came t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
w o n d e r s  o f  n a t u r e ,  many o f  w h ic h  a r e  p a r t  o f  h i s  l a n g u a g e .
At M c C a l l i e  and  V a n d e r b i l t ,  M c G i l l  e n j o y e d  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t o  s p e a k .  D e b a t e ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  d e c l a m a t i o n ,  and  drama w ere  e x c e l l e n t  
e x e r c i s e s  f o r  t h e  s hy  f a rm  boy who would  one d a y  s p e a k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
w o r l d .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  had many p r a c t i c a l  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  he 
a p p a r e n t l y  b e n e f i t e d  f rom  no f o r m a l  c o u r s e  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .
As a  n e w s p a p e rm a n ,  M c G i l l  d i s c o v e r e d  many t r u t h s  he had n o t  
f o u n d  i n  s c h o o l .  E d i t o r s  t a u g h t  him t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l a r i t y ,  i n t e g ­
r i t y ,  and  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  o n e ' s  w o r k .  P o l i t i c s ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  
he l o v e d  a s  a l a d ,  was o b s e r v e d  f i r s t - h a n d .  M c G i l l  f o r m u l a t e d  a 
b e l i e f  t h a t  was t o  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  t h i n k i n g  f o r  y e a r s  t o  come: I n d i ­
v i d u a l s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e  f e a s i b l e .
B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , M c G i l l  c o u l d  
t r a v e l  w i d e l y  and  s e r v e  on n um e rous  c o m m i t t e e s .  B e c a u se  o f  h i s  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s ,  s t u d y  h a b i t s ,  and  e x c e l l e n t  memory,  M c G i l l  was a b l e  t o  s p e a k  
c r e d i b l y  t o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  a u d i e n c e s  a b o u t  a w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s .
CHAPTER III
SPEECH THEORY: IDEAS EXPRESSED BY RALPH MCGILL
R a l p h  M c G i l l  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  a s  a s t u d e n t ,  
s p e a k e r ,  o b s e r v e r ,  r e p o r t e r ,  c r i t i c ,  and  t h e o r i s t .  M c G i l l  h a s  w i t ­
n e s s e d  many o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  He 
" h e a r d  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B ryan  when he was a n  o l d  m a n . " ^  On F e b r u a r y
2 1 ,  1938 ,  M c G i l l  h e a r d  H i t l e r  s p e a k  when he " p r a c t i c a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  he
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would  go  i n t o  A u s t r i a . "  The n e x t  m o n t h ,  w h i l e  i n  A u s t r i a ,  M c G i l l  
h e a r d  H i t l e r  s p e a k  a g a i n .  I n  1938,  and  on two l a t e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  
j o u r n a l i s t  w i t n e s s e d  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  House o f  Commons, 
e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ic h  w i l l  be u s e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
o r a t o r y :
I t  w i l l  a l w a y s  be  among my j o y s  t h a t  I  d i d  s e e  him . . .  a t  
t h r e e  g r e a t  moments :  two o f  h i s t o r y  and  one  o f  g r e a t  p e r ­
s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n - - p u t t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Commons 
f o r  a  m e ss a g e  o f  a f f e c t i o n  and  l o y a l t y  t o  Queen E l i z a b e t h .
I n  1938 I  s a t  i n  t h e  o l d  House o f  Commons and  h e a r d  h im ,  l i k e  
a p r o p h e t  o f  o l d  c r y i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  w a rn  a g a i n s t  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  a p p e a s e m e n t  p u r s u e d  by t h e  C h a m b e r l a i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  
A g a i n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  I  h e a r d  him i n  t h e  House o f  L o r d s ,  w here  
Commons met a f t e r  t h e i r  own h i s t o r i c  cham ber  was bombed o u t .
And a  few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  Queen r e t u r n e d  i n  May 1954 f rom an  
a r d u o u s  and  i m p o r t a n t  j o u r n e y ,  he p u t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  c o n ­
g r a t u l a t i o n ,  l o y a l t y  and  a f f e c t i o n .  He came s l o w l y  i n t o  t h e  
House j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s s i g n e d  t o  h im f o r  a n s w e r .  . .
•̂The At l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . M arch  2 5 ,  1963 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
^ I b l d . .  S e p te m b e r  2 ,  1957,  c o l .  1, p .  1.
3 I b i d .
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h i s  s q u a t  f i g u r e ,  w i t h  t h e  p i n k  r o u n d  f a c e .  He lo o k e d  o l d e r  
b e c a u s e  he w a s .  I t  was w i t h  o b v i o u s  e f f o r t  he p u l l e d  h i m s e l f  
t o  h i s  f e e t .  U n t i l  he s p e a k s  h i s  f a c e  i s  e x p r e s s i o n l e s s ,  c a s t  
i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  l i n e s .  But  when he r o s e  t o  h ave  h i s  s a y  and 
t h e  f u l l  l i g h t  p l a y e d  upon  h im ,  he comes a l i v e .  When t h e  
g r e a t  o r g a n - l i k e  v o i c e  b e g a n  and  t h e  c l o s e - c l i p p e d  and  r o l l i n g  
w o rd s  f o l l o w e d  one a n o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e y  s o unded  l i k e  a symphony,  
t h e n  he r e a l l y  seemed t o  g lo w .  He s t r o k e d  t h e  s t a n d  upon  w h ic h  
n o t e s  r e s t e d ,  r u b b i n g  t h e  h a n d s  b a c k  and  f o r t h .  H is  h a n d s  were  
p i n k - w h i t e  and u n u s u a l l y  s l i m  f o r  so  h e a v y  and  s h o r t  a man.
He r a r e l y  l o o k e d  a b o u t .  But  t h e  w o rd s  came on and  on and  f o r  
a n y o n e  who had  a n  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  w e re  l i k e  n o t e s  
f rom  some g r e a t  sym phon ic  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  now and  t h e n  a 
t r u m p e t  s o l o .  . . . C h u r c h i l l  spoke  w i t h  t h e  o l d  r e s o n a n c e .
H is  w o rd s  p u r r e d  and  r o l l e d  l i k e  summer t h u n d e r . 4
M c G i l l  h a s  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  more  r e c e n t  s p e a k e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
H a r r y  S .  Truman,  Dwight  D. E i s e n h o w e r ,  R o b e r t  A. T a f t ,  A d l a i  S t e v e n ­
s o n ,  R i c h a r d  N ix o n ,  and  J o h n  F .  K ennedy .  M c G i l l  managed two g u b e r n a ­
t o r i a l  c a m p a ig n s  i n  G e o r g i a ,  t h o s e  o f  G o v e r n o r  E l l i s  A r n o l d  i n  1942 
and  Jam es  C a r m i c h a e l  i n  1 9 4 6 .^  He was p r e s e n t  when D o u g la s  M acA r th u r  
a d d r e s s e d  a  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  o f  C o n g r e s s .  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  h a s  b e e n  
a  c l o s e  o b s e r v e r  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o r a t o r y .
What i s  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y ?  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  h a s  r e c o r d e d  
no  s y s t e m a t i c  t h e o r y  o f  s p e a k i n g ,  he h a s  had much t o  s a y  a b o u t  p u b l i c  
d e l i b e r a t i o n .  S i n c e  1938 ,  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  a s i g n e d  e d i t o r i a l  
co lum n f o r  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e  u s e d  by t h i s  
w r i t e r  f o r  d i s c o v e r i n g  h i s  i d e a s  and  b e l i e f s . ^
4 I b i d . , M arch  2 5 ,  1963,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
-*Anna R o th e  ( e d . ) ,  C u r r e n t  B i o g r a p h y  (New Y ork ,  New York:
The H. W, W i l s o n  C o . ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  p .  4 1 4 .
^Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  December 
2 9 ,  1965 .
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D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  S p e e c h  T h e o r y  
D rawing  f rom  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a ­
t i o n s ,  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  a b o u t  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  M c G i l l ' s  
v i e w s  c o n c e r n i n g  o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
h e a d i n g s :  ( 1 )  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  ( 2 )  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t
p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  and  d e b a t e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  ( 3 )  
h i s  b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  a u d i e n c e s  a n d  why t h e y  r e s p o n d  a s  t h e y  d o ,  ( 4 )  
t h e  r o l e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and  r e a s o n i n g ,  ( 5 )  a s p e a k e r ' s  
d e l i v e r y ,  ( 6 )  s t y l e ,  ( 7 )  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u r p o s e f u l  o r a t o r y ,  and 
( 8 )  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  commencement s p e a k i n g .
P h i l o s o p h y  o f  C om m u n ica t io n
M c G i l l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  s p e e c h  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  
seem b a s i c  t o  h i s  b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e  
f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a n  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c ,  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o n ­
t i n u e d  s t u d y ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  and  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
b e i n g  o b j e c t i v e .
F reedom  o f  s p e e c h . M c G i l l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  e a c h
p e r s o n  b e  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make h i s  own d e c i s i o n s :
The r e a s o n  I  d i s l i k e  c e n s o r s h i p  g e n e r a l l y  i s  b e c a u s e  I  d i s ­
l i k e  someone e l s e  d e c i d i n g  w ha t  i s  good  f o r  me a n d  what  i s  
bad  f o r  me.  I  p r e f e r  t o  d e c i d e  f o r  m y s e l f .  . , . And I  
w a n t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  d e c i d i n g .  What i s  more I  t h i n k  I  
o u g h t  t o  h ave  i t . ^
W h i l e  M c G i l l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  s p e a k e r s  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  a c h a n c e  t o
^The Atlanta Constitution, March 21, 1946, col. 3, p. 8.
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s p e a k ,  he d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a l l  v i e w s  be  s u p p o r t e d :
H en ry  W a l l a c e  i s  coming t o  t h e  S o u t h  on a  s p e a k i n g  t o u r  . . . 
why s h o u l d n ' t  he s p e a k ?  T h e r e  i s  no  r e a s o n  why a n y  p e r s o n  
s h o u l d n ' t  h i r e  o u t  t o  s p e a k ,  a s  Mr.  W a l l a c e  h a s .  . . .  No 
one  h a s  t o  go t o  h e a r  h im .  He h a s  a n  i d e a  and  a p o l i c y .  I  
t h i n k  i t  w rong  and I  b e l i e v e  h im t o  be  d o i n g  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  
c o u n t r y  a d i s s e r v i c e ,  b u t  i f  I  w e re  t o  be i n  A t l a n t a  I  would  
be  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a r i n g  him s p e a k  . . .  he h a s  e v e r y  
r i g h t  t o  s p e a k ,®
An i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c . S i n c e  a d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  e x p o s e s  p e o p l e  
t o  a l l  v i e w s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  be i n f o r m e d  on i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s .  
M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  arm o f  
" t r u t h . "  He c o n s i d e r s  i t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  s c h o o l s ,  n e w s p a p e r s ,  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  and  r a d i o  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p e o p l e .  M c G i l l  w r o t e ,  "A f r e e  
p e o p l e  m u s t  be  f r e e  t o  d i s c u s s  and  d e b a t e - - b e c a u s e  t h e y  h ave  b e e n  
in f o r m e d
C o n t i n u e d  s t u d y . Not o n l y  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  s p e a k e r  
s h o u l d  be w e l l  i n f o r m e d .  To be a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  i n d i v i d u a l  M c G i l l  s u g ­
g e s t s  t h a t ,
. . . a d o u b t i n g  and  i n q u i r i n g  mind i s  t h e  b e s t  m e n t a l  t o o l  
t o  h a v e .  . . . T r a v e l  a n d  s t u d y  and  e x p e r i e n c e  t e a c h  o n e ,  
m o s t  o f  a l l ,  n o t  t o  be  t o o  s u r e  a b o u t  t h e  a n s w e r s ,  and  t o  
know t h a t  h u m i l i t y  i s  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  g a r m e n t  w h ic h  w e a r s  w e l l  
a n d  i s  b e c o m in g .  I f  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  i s  n e v e r  t o  
be t o o  s u r e  a b o u t  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  b e s t ,  I  t h i n k ,  a l w a y s  t o  be 
a s e e k e r ,  and  n e v e r  t o  s t o p  and  s a y ,  " T h i s  i s  a l l . "10
® I b i d . , November 1 5 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3,  p .  4 .  
^ I b i d . .  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1959 ,  c o l .  1, p .  1. 
10I b i d . .  J u n e  15 ,  1948,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.
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N a t u r e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n . M c G i l l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  s p e e c h  i s  
c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
D i s c u s s i o n  and  d e b a t e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  t o o l s  o f  i n q u i r y ,  b u t  a l s o  l e a r n i n g  
p r o c e s s e s .  A r g u m e n t a t i o n  i s  a n  i n h e r e n t  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
g o v e r n m e n t :
I n  o u r  c o u n t r y  t h e r e  i s  a  d a n g e r o u s  ( I  t h i n k )  s c h o o l  w h ich  
a r g u e s  t h a t  o u r  c o n g r e s s m e n  s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  t o  f o l l o w  
t h e i r  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s .  . . .  As we lo o k  a t  t h e  u n s t a b l e  
g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  E u rope  w h ic h  em p loy  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s y s t e m ,  
we c o u l d  w i s h  t h e y  had  o u r  own t o  combat t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  t h e  
t i m e s .  Our s y s t e m  n o t  m e r e l y  p e r m i t s  d e b a t e - - a s  d o e s  t h e  
m a g n i f i c e n t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p r o c e d u r e .  O urs  p r o l o n g s  i t ,  f o r  
y e a r s ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  Our p r o c e s s  i s  e d u c a t i o n a l .11
O b j e c t i v i t y . F i n a l l y ,  one s h o u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  o p p o s i n g  v i e w s .  To be a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  d e b a t e r  o r  s p e a k e r ,  
M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  one m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a p p r e c i a t e  a r g u m e n t s  a d v o c a t e d  
by  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he w r o t e ,  "when t h e r e  i s  t i m e  
I  l i k e  t o  l o o k  a t  c o n t r o v e r s y  f ro m  a l l  s i d e s  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  a d e c i ­
s i o n . " 1^
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  a l l  v i e w s  s h o u l d  be h e a r d .
So t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  be p r e p a r e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h o s e  v i e w s ,  p e o p l e  m us t  be 
e d u c a t e d .  M c G i l l  b e l i e v e s  t h e  d i a l o g u e  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  form o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x ­
p e r i e n c e  .
11I b i d . .  March  1,  1 9 5 0 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .  
^ I b j d . .  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1950 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
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I m p o r t a n c e  o f  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g  and  D e b a te
R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  c o m m u n ic a t iv e  p r o w e s s  i s  r e v e a l e d  
i n  t h r e e  w a y s .  F i r s t ,  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  f o r e n s i c s  s h o u l d  be u s e d  a s  
a  s t a n d a r d  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n .  S e c o n d ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  r e q u i s i t e  t o  
s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c s .  T h i r d ,  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be t r a i n e d  i n  com munica­
t i v e  s k i l l s .
C r i t e r i o n  f o r  j u d g e m e n t . P r o b a b l y  r e m e m b e r in g  h i s  own t r a i n ­
i n g  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l ,  M c G i l l  e v a l u a t e s  b o t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  i n d i ­
v i d u a l s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  a n  
a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w ,  " R e b i r t h  o f  Hope a t  O le  M i s s ? , "
M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  a b s e n c e  o f  a  d e b a t e  p ro g ra m  t o  be i n d i c a t i v e  o f  low 
s t a n d a r d s :  " S t a n d a r d s  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h e r e  r e m a in e d  low. . . . The
c u r r i c u l u m  i s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  s o u n d .  . . . The u n i v e r s i t y  s u p p o r t s  no 
d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  no s t u d e n t  l i t e r a r y  p u b l i c a t i o n . " ^
S e c o n d ,  when c r i t i c s  c h i d e d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  f o r  b e i n g  o n l y  
a d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  M c G i l l  r e b u t t e d :
The c y n i c a l ,  u s i n g  a  c y n i c a l  p h r a s e ,  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  a s  " j u s t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y . "  . . . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  s a y  i n  b e h a l f  o f  a 
d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y . 1^
B e s i d e s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  M c G i l l  h a s  a l s o  j u d g e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  on
t h e  b a s i s  o f  f o r e n s i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h o u g h  d i f f e r i n g  w i t h
^ S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w , 45 (November 17,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  51 .
^ T h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , S e p te m b e r  2 0 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
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Herman Talmadge on many i s s u e s ,  M c G i l l  r e s p e c t e d  him a s  a " b e t t e r  t h a n
a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t  and  a c t i v e  i n  d e b a t i n g , Mc Gi l l  c o n s i d e r e d  o r a t o r y
and  d e b a t e  t o  be v i t a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  G eo rg e  S m a t h e r s ,  now U n i t e d
S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  f rom F l o r i d a ;
At t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  i n  1932 ,  he c u t  down on 
a t h l e t i c s  and  went  i n  s t r o n g l y  f o r  d e b a t i n g  and  p u b l i c  
s p e a k i n g ,  on  o r d e r s  f rom h i s  f a t h e r .  . . .  He c a p t a i n e d  
t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m ,  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y ,  won 
t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t ,  and  was 
one  o f  t h e  t o p  d e b a t e r s  o f  h i s  t i m e .  . . .  I n  1938 ,  S en .
C la u d e  P e p p e r  . . . was up  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  r e a l  c a m p a ig n .  By 
t h e n  t h e  o r a t o r i c a l  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  young  u n i v e r s i t y  law 
s t u d e n t  had  r e a c h e d  t h e  s e n a t o r ' s  e a r s  . . , S m a t h e r s  made 
t h e  s e n a t o r  sound s o  good t h a t  a  d e l i g h t e d  c o u n t y  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  d r a f t e d  him t o  make s p e e c h e s  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y  and  one 
f o r  good  m e a s u r e  i n  M iam i .  . . .  I n  h i s  h i g h - s c h o o l  d a y s ,
S m a t h e r s  had  b e e n  m i s e r a b l y  s h y .  L a t e r ,  a t  c o l l e g e  d e b a t e s ,  
t h e  young  l a d i e s  s h r i l l e d  f o r  him somewhat i n  t h e  m anner  now 
r e s e r v e d  f o r  c r o o n e r s . ^
P a r t n e r  w i t h  p o l i t i c s . M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  p u b l i c  com munica­
t i o n  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  He 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t ,
. . . p o l i t i c s  s t i l l  c r y  f o r  men who a r e  f r e e  t o  r u n  and  
who c a n  t a k e  i n t o  t h e  r a c e  c h a r a c t e r  and  a c e r t a i n  a b i l i t y  
t o  s p e a k  on  t h e  s tump*-- to  l e t  t h e  p e o p l e  l o o k  a t  him and 
h e a r  h im and  n o t  be  a f r a i d  o f  th em  o r  h i m s e l f . ^
To be s e e n  and h e a r d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  e n o u g h ;  a  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  must  
l e a r n  t o  a d a p t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e  s o  a s  t o  be c l e a r l y  u n d e r ­
s t o o d .  As a n  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  c i t e d  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  o f  A labam a ,  James
I 5 New R e p u b l i c . 116 ( J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  1 2 - 1 4 .
^ S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t . 222 ( A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  32 .
^ The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3,  p .  8B.
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F o l s o m ,  who
, . . h a s  one g r e a t  g i f t ,  w h ic h  t o  a p u b l i c  f i g u r e ,  i s  more 
p r e c i o u s  t h a n  r u b l e s  and  much f i n e  g o l d .  He knows how t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a t  a b o u t  a  f i f t h  g r a d e  l e v e l ,  w i t h o u t  
t a l k i n g  down t o  th e m .  He t a l k s  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e ,  i n  a s o r t  o f  
f i f t h - r e a d e r  s t y l e ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e - - t h e y  know 
w ha t  he i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  , , . Very  few p e r s o n s  know how t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  s o  t h a t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  them  know, and  u n d e r ­
s t a n d ,  w ha t  i s  b e i n g  s a i d .  He d o e s .^ ®
S p e e c h  e d u c a t i o n . A t h i r d  i n d e x  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  good
s p e e c h ,  i s  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be t r a i n e d  t o  s p e a k
and  w r i t e .  C o n c e rn e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s '  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e ,  M c G i l l
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t ,
. . . t h e  f i r s t  e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  be p l a c e d  on t h e  E n g l i s h  
l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  s p e a k i n g  and  w r i t i n g  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t s  
w r i t t e n  fo rm .  T h e r e  seem t o  be no d o u b t  a t  a l l  b u t  t h a t  t h e  
one m os t  v i t a l  w o r k i n g  t o o l  a n y  p e r s o n  may have  i s  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  and  i m p a r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  h i s  own l a n g u a g e .
. . . I n  a n  ag e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  and im p in g e m e n t  o f  
c o n t e n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g l y  and  s p e a k  w e l l  o u r  n a t i v e  t o n g u e  i s  m o s t  n e c e s s a r y .  
W i t h o u t  i t  we w i l l  f a l l  on e v i l  d a y s .  ®
As a f i n a l  n o t e ,  M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o m m u n ic a t io n
h a s  a l s o  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t :
Twelve a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  a n a t i o n a l  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  t o  s t u d y  
s u c h  new e d u c a t i o n a l  m e d ia  a s  t e l e v i s i o n  and  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  
w e re  a n n o u n c e d  by D r .  L aw rence  G. D e r t h i c k ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  . . . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  who h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d ia  [ a r e ]  . . . R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  e d i t o r ,  The 
A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  . . .
*^ I b l d . .  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
^ I b l d . .  December  3 1 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
20The New York Times. December 4, 1958, col. 1, p. 32.
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I n  summary,  M c G i l l ,  i n  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  c o n ­
t e n d s  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  and  d e b a t e  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d .  
A l s o ,  s u c h  e x p e r i e n c e s  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n d i c e s  o f  good t r a i n i n g .  
Not o n l y  i s  s u c h  t r a i n i n g  d e s i r e d ,  M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  r e q u i ­
s i t e  t o  e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .
A u d i e n c e : E m o t i o n a l  A p p e a l s  and  S p e a k e r - A u d i e n c e  I n t e g r i t y
M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y ,  d e v e l o p e d  l a r g e l y  f rom  f i r s t - h a n d  o b ­
s e r v a t i o n ,  i s  a u d i e n c e  c e n t e r e d .  M c G i l l ' s  p r e c e p t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a u d i ­
e n c e s  i n c l u d e  h i s  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
l e a r n i n g ,  a u d i e n c e  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a u d i e n c e  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a u d i e n c e  l i m i t a ­
t i o n s ,  and  s p e a k e r - a u d i e n c e  i n t e g r i t y .
O p i n i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c . M c G i l l  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p l e  
a s  i f  t h e y  w e re  b o t h  good a n d  b a d ,  c a p a b l e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  b u t  u s u a l l y  
l e d  by  s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t ,  c o u r a g e o u s  y e t  a p a t h e t i c  a b o u t  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e s .
M c G i l l  o f t e n  e x p r e s s e s  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  p e o p l e ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t ,
. . . t r u t h  r e s i d e s  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  h e a r t  o f  man.  L o v e ,  b e a u t y ,  
c o m p a s s i o n ,  h u m i l i t y ,  c h a r i t y ,  t o l e r a n c e  and  c o u r a g e  a l s o  
h a v e  rooms t h e r e .  Man r e a s o n s .  T h e r e f o r e  he i s  n o t  a l l  
a n i m a l .*1
M c G i l l  a l s o  l i s t e d  one o f  m a n ' s  v i r t u e s  t o  be  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f a c e
c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h o u g h  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  p e r f e c t :
Man,  g e n e r a l l y ,  i s  p r e t t y  f i n e .  He can  do  t h i n g s  a s  n o b l e  
a n d  m a j e s t i c  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  a s  a n y  a n g e l  o r  d e m i -g o d  m i g h t
^ The Atlanta Constitution. August 28, 1946, col. 3, p. 6.
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d o .  He may w a n d e r  o f f  b a s e  a b i t ,  o r  s t r a y  down s t r a n g e  
p a t h s .  But  man,  i n  g r e a t  moments o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  i n  s i m p l e ,  
h i d d e n  moments o f  g r e a t  c r i s i s  and  d a n g e r ,  h a s  come t h r o u g h  
s h i n i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e  g l o r y  o f  man c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  image o f  
God.  . . . Man i s  n o t  p e r f e c t i o n .  He may . . . l o a d  h i s  
v e s t  and  l a p e l  w i t h  emblems and  d e c o r a t i o n s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  
o t h e r  men a c c e p t  h im ;  be f i l l e d  w i t h  p r e j u d i c e s  a s  u n w o r t h y  
a s  o r i g i n a l  s i n ;  be  r e a l l y  u n a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  and  c o n v e y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  h i s  own t o n g u e ,  and  p r a c t i c e  s i l l y  h a b i t s ,  
b u t  when t h e  c h i p s  a r e  down he  c a n  go  a s h o r e  a t  Iwo J im a  o r  
f l y  h i s  p l a n e  a l o n e  i n t o  a n  enemy f o r m a t i o n ,  f i r i n g  a l l  h i s  
g u n s  i n  a l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t .  He c a n  work  a n d  t o i l  and 
g i v e  h i s  l i f e  n o b l y  t o  o t h e r s  i n  g r e a t  u n s e l f i s h n e s s .  He 
c a n  p r o d u c e  n o b i l i t y  o u t  o f  h i m s e l f  b e c a u s e  he i s  made i n  
G o d ' s  im age  and  God ,  somehow, h a s  g i v e n  him a  s o u l . ^
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  h a s  f a i t h  i n  man,  he o f t e n  e x p r e s s e s  g r e a t  c o n ­
c e r n  f o r  m a n ' s  a t t i t u d e  and  a c t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he w r o t e  t h a t  
" p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  n o t  h a p p y .  They do  n o t  know why t h e y  a r e  u n ­
h a p p y .  . . . More and  more a c r o s s  A m e r ic a  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  s a y i n g ,  
'Nobody  g i v e s  a damn a n y  m o r e . I n  1949,  M c G i l l  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  l a c k e d  c o n v i c t i o n ,  t h e y  w ere  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c t u a t e :
As one  o f  t h o s e  who a l l  t o o  o f t e n  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  s i t t i n g  up 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  h e a d  t a b l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a s  t h e  
s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  . . .  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  l o o k i n g  o u t  a t  
t h e  f a c e s  b e f o r e  me a n d  t h i n k i n g :  " T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  h e r e
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  They a r e ,  i n  t h e  m a i n ,  good p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  
b a c k  o f  t h e i r  m in d s  t h e y  n u r s e  t h e  s e c r e t  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l  i s  t h e  r i g h t  and  p r o p e r  o n e .  B u t ,  t h e i r  
f a i l u r e ,  and  t h e i r  r e s u l t i n g  s k e p t i c i s m ,  r e s u l t s  f ro m  t h e  
f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  w h a t  t h e y  know t o  
be  t r u e .  I f  I  had t o  d e f i n e  t h e  g r e a t  l a c k  o f  m ode rn  man I  
w o u ld  s a y  m o d e rn  man h a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  s p i r i t u a l  s e l f -  
c o n f i d e n c e .  B eh in d  a n  e x t e r i o r  w h i c h  may i n d i c a t e  s e l f -  
c o n f i d e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  i n w a r d  l a c k  o f  i t . ^
22 I b i d . ,  December  10,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
^ I b i d . .  S e p te m b e r  8 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  13 ,  p .  D 2 .
24Ibid.. February 27, 1949, col. 3, p. 14B.
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M c G i l l  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  p o o r l y  i n f o r m e d ,  
u n c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t i m e l y  i s s u e s ,  and  m o t i v a t e d  by p r e j u d i c e ;  c o n s e ­
q u e n t  l y ,
. , . p o l i t i c i a n s  p r o p e r l y  h a v e  a  r a t h e r  low o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  
v o t e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  c a s u a l  s t u p i d i t y  a s  r e g a r d s  i s s u e s  
a n d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  . . .  By and  l a r g e  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  i n ­
fo rmed  and  i t  u s u a l l y  i s  r a t h e r  e a s y  t o  l e a d  them o f f  on f a l s e  
t r a i l s  by  a p p e a l i n g  t o  o l d  p r e j u d i c e s  and  by s m e a r i n g  a n  
o p p o n e n t  i n  h u m o r o u s ,  y e t  a c i d ,  m a n n e r .  The p o l i t i c i a n s  know 
t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  c row ds  by  and  l a r g e  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
i s s u e s  a n d  a r e  b o r e d  w i t h  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i s s u e s .  So,  t h e y  
g i v e  them  w ha t  t h e y  w a n t  and  t h a n k  a b e n i g n  God t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a t  l e a s t  a l i t t l e  s m a r t e r  t h a n  t h e  v o t e r s . ^
N a t u r e  o f  l e a r n i n g . P e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  
s t u d y  human b e h a v i o r  t o  d i s c o v e r  why men b e l i e v e  and  a c t  a s  t h e y  do .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  a s p e a k e r  h o p e s  t o  a f f e c t  a n  a u d i e n c e  he s h o u l d  l e a r n  
a s  much a s  he c a n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  a u d i e n c e ' s  b e l i e f s  and  
how t h e y  w e re  c o n c e i v e d .  M c G i l l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  men a r e  m o lded  by  t h e i r  
e n v i r o n m e n t ;
The b l o t t i n g  p a p e r  o f  a  new mind s o a k s  up a l l  t h e  i n k s  
s p i l l e d  upon  i t - - t h e  i n k  o f  p e t t i n e s s ,  o f  m e a n n e s s  to w a rd  
h i s  f e l l o w  man,  t h e  d a r k  i n k  o f  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  a n d ,  i f  i t  be 
s p i l l e d ,  t h e  H i t l e r i a n  i n k  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  r a c e .  We know s o  
l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  human m i n d .  But  we do know t h a t  b y  t h e  t i m e  
i t  i s  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d  i t  h a s  t a k e n  on many d i r e c t i o n s  w h ic h  
w i l l  be p e r m a n e n t .  And we d o  know t h a t  f o r  a l l  i t s  e a r l y  
y e a r s  i t  i s  more  s e n s i t i v e l y  r e c e p t i v e  t h a n  t h e  f i n e s t  r e c o r d  
i n  t h e  s t u d i o s  w h e re  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  m ade .  And t h a t ,  
f i n a l l y ,  when t h e y  b e g i n  t o  u s e  m e n t a l  t o o l s  on t h e i r  own, 
t h e y  a r e  t o o l s  m a c h in e d  and  s h a r p e n e d  i n  t h e  f o r g e s  a n d  on t h e  
a n v i l s  o f  o t h e r s ,  and  o l d e r ,  m i n d s ,
2 ^ I b l d . . J a n u a r y  11 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.  
2 6 I b i d . . J u l y  2 6 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
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B e s i d e s  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  M c G i l l  c i t e d  i n h e r i t a n c e  a s  a second  
d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  human b e h a v i o r .  I n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d ,  i m p o r ­
t a n t l y  f o r  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  s h o u l d  be t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y :
From t h e  f i r s t  d i a p e r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  s h r o u d ,  " t h i n g s "  c o n s p i r e  
t o  make u s  w ha t  we a r e .  No two c h i l d r e n ,  n o t  e v e n  i n  t h e  
same f a m i l y ,  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  same s o r t  o f  p r e n a t a l  and 
e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e s .  . . . T h i s ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
j u n c t u r e  o f  t h e  chromosomes  p r o v i d e s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  w ide  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  makes  i t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we know e a c h  c h i l d  
i s  a  p e r s o n .  P e o p l e  a r e  n o t  p e o p l e .  They a r e  p e r s o n s .  T h a t  
i s  a  t o u g h  t h i n g  t o  l e a r n  b e c a u s e  i t  i s n ' t  good en o u g h  j u s t  
t o  a d m i t ,  you h a v e  t o  p u t  t h e  k now ledge  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  y o u r  
t h i n k i n g  and  y o u r  a c t i o n s .  P e r s o n s  a r e  p e r s o n s ,  and l i f e  I s  
made up o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e m .
B e c a u s e  e x p e r i e n c e  and  i n h e r i t a n c e  a c t  t o  p r o d u c e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t s ,
M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  one s h o u l d  n o t  c l a s s i f y  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  a s  I f
t h e y  w e re  t h e  same:
I  c a n  name y o u ,  c h a p t e r  and  b o o k ,  i f  you w an t  i t  t h a t  way,  a 
v u l g a r ,  c r u d e ,  r e p u l s i v e  g e n t i l e  o r  a  l i t t l e  j e r k  o f  a n y  o t h e r  
r a c e  i f  you  w a n t  i t .  What b u r n s  me more  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  i s  
t o  h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  s e n s i b l e  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  h o n e s t  p e r s o n s  
t r y  t o  g e n e r a l i z e .  I  c a n  name you a n y  n i g h t  c l u b  o r  p r i v a t e  
c l u b  o r  j o i n t  a n d  show you  a good B a p t i s t  a c t i n g  w o r s e  t h a n  any  
M e t h o d i s t ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  C a t h o l i c ,  E p i s c o p a l i a n  o r  N a z a r e n e  o r  
J e w .  The t r o u b l e  i s  w i t h  p r e j u d i c e .  One s e e s  what  he o r  she 
w a n t s  t o  s e e . 28
A u d i e n c e  m o t i v a t i o n . M c G i l l  h a s  made h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  human 
b e h a v i o r  e v e n  more  m e a n i n g f u l  by  d i s c u s s i n g  a u d i e n c e  m o t i v a t i o n .  Draw­
i n g  l a r g e l y  f rom  h i s  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  
M c G i l l  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a u d i e n c e s  w e re  c h i e f l y  moved by  m o t i v e  a p p e a l s .
27 I b i d . ,  December  5 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
2 8 Ibid., November 22, 1946, col. 3, p. 12.
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F or  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , M c G i l l  d i s c o v e r e d
t h a t  " p e o p l e  remembered  b e s t  some p e r s o n a l  t h i n g  a n d  wou ld  v o t e  f o r
2 9t h a t  a b o v e  i s s u e s . "  A f t e r  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  c a n d i d a t e s  and  w i t n e s s i n g
n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  M c G i l l  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t ,
. . . p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a ig n s  a r e  f u l l  o f  sound  and  f u r y .  . . .
The p r i n c i p a l s  u s u a l l y  do  v e r y  w e l l ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  p l a t f o r m s  
and  t h e  v a r i o u s  p l a n k s .  The p l a n k s  s e l e c t e d  a r e  t h o s e  w h ic h  
a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  m o s t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  l a c k s ,  w a n t s ,  
n e e d s  o r  e m o t i o n s  o f  t h e  v o t e r s .  An e m o t i o n a l  one i s  b e s t .
I f  t h e  p e o p l e  r e a l l y  a r e  a r o u s e d  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  c l o s e  t o  
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  t h e n  t h a t  i s  t h e  " p l a n k "  t o  s t r e s s .
H av ing  a n a l y z e d  e d i t o r i a l l y  and  a l s o  managed  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  cam­
p a i g n s  i n  G e o r g i a ,  M c G i l l  found  t h e  s h o u t  o f  " n i g g e r ,  n i g g e r "  t o  be m o s t  
e f f e c t i v e ,  t h u s ,
. . . t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n  p l a y s  t o  w e a k n e s s e s .  He 
knows t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  w h ic h  c a n  be u n ­
l o o s e d  i s  d i s c o n t e n t .  I t  i s  g r e a t e r  e v e n  t h a n  t h e  f o r c e  known 
a s  " W h a t ' s  i n  i t  f o r  me?"31
M c G i l l  a l s o  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  a p e r s o n  who c a n  s a t i s f y  a n  a u d i e n c e ' s  
b a s i c  n e e d s  c a n  w in  a d e s i r e d  r e s p o n s e ,  s i n c e  p e o p l e  d e p r i v e d  o f  n e c e s ­
s i t i e s  a r e  more  a p t  t o  r e s p o n d  t h a n  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  s a t i s f i e d ;
. . .  I  c a n  w r i t e  a p o l i t i c a l  and  s o c i a l  t r u t h :  I f  ' you  a r e
h u n g r y  and  a man comes a l o n g  a n d  s a y s ,  " J o i n  me and  f i g h t  
and  you and  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  e a t " - - t h a t  man w i l l  g e t  up and  
go  a n d  f i g h t ,  A f u l l  b e l l y  n e v e r  l o o k s  f o r  a f i g h t .  E v e r y  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  knows t h a t  t r u t h  and  u s e s  i t .
The c o n t e n t e d  d o n ' t  j o i n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t ,  . . .  I t  i s  
t h e  same t e c h n i q u e  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r .
2 ^ I b i d . .  J u l y  3 1 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .  
3(^ I b i d . ,  A u g u s t  1,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2D. 
3 1I b i d . , J u n e  13 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2D. 
32I b i d . . M arch  2 8 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.
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Drawing  upon  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  men a r e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t s ,  and  a l s o
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a u d i e n c e  a d a p t a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  w a rn ed  t h a t ,
. . .  we a r e  l e d  by o u r  e m o t i o n s ,  o u r  l o y a l t i e s ,  o u r  a f f i l i a ­
t i o n s ,  o u r  l o n g i n g s ,  o u r  b e l i e f s ,  and  o u r  d e s i r e s  t o  g i v e  
c o l o r  t o  w ha t  we h e a r  and  t o  r e a d  i n t o  them i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
w h ic h  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  w i t h  o p p o s i n g  b e l i e f s ,  e m o t i o n s ,  d e s i r e s ,  
l o y a l t i e s  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n s  m i g h t  f i n d  i n c r e d i b l e . ^
A u d i e n c e  a d a p t a t i o n . To be a s u c c e s s f u l  o r a t o r ,  M c G i l l  s u g ­
g e s t s  one  mus t  a d a p t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e  and  l o c a l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  Dwight  D. E i s e n h o w e r ' s  c a m p a ig n  t r a i n ,  M c G i l l  r e ­
p o r t e d  t h e  i l l - e f f e c t  o f  E i s e n h o w e r ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a d a p t  h i s  d e l i v e r y  
t o  a s o u t h e r n  a u d i e n c e ;
The p e o p l e  do  l i k e  I k e .  . , . They  come i n  g r e a t  num bers  t o  
h e a r  h im ,  and  t h e y  w a n t  a l m o s t  p a i n f u l l y  t o  be  moved by  him t o  
e x c i t e m e n t  and  p o l i t i c a l  p a s s i o n .  I n  t h i s  he f a i l s .  He had  
t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  e a c h  o f  h i s  s i x - a p p e a r a n c e s  ( s i x  
c i t i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ) .  . . .  He b e g i n s  t o o  a b r u p t l y  and  he 
h u r r i e s .  He h a s  b e e n  t o l d  t h i s .  So,  now and  t h e n  he p u l l s  
h i m s e l f  u p ,  and  f o r  a  w h i l e  he seems a b o u t  t o  t a k e  h i s  a u d i ­
e n c e  i n  h a n d .  But he  f o r g e t s ,  and  soon  he i s  c l i p p i n g  a l o n g  i n
h i s  d r y ,  s l i g h t l y  h i g h ,  M i d w e s t e r n  v o i c e .  I n  Miami he  f o r g o t  
and  s t a r t l e d  t h e  F l o r i d i a n s  by  p r o n o u n c i n g  t h e  name o f  t h e i r
c i t y  w i t h  "Me-ammy" i n s t e a d  o f  "My-ammy." T h i s  i s  i n e x p e r i e n c e .
He w i l l  l e a r n .  The E i s e n h o w e r  s p e e c h e s  o f  l a t e  O c t o b e r  w i l l  be 
much more  f i n i s h e d  and  e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t o d a y . ^
H a v in g  o b s e r v e d  p o l i t i c a l  o r a t o r y  f o r  more t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,
M c G i l l  d e c i d e d  a s t o c k  a d d r e s s  (one  r e p e a t e d  b e f o r e  d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e s )
was n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  one p r e p a r e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e :
W r i t i n g  p o l i t i c s  t o  me i s  l i k e  e a t i n g  i c e  c r e a m .  I  e n j o y  i t .
But  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  t r o u b l e s .  . . . T h e r e  a l s o  i s
33I b i d . . March  3 0 ,  1949,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
3^ I b i d . .  S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1952,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
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d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t , a s  one  s e e s  a c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v e  a s p e e c h  i n  
w h ic h  he h a s  had no  p a r t ,  and  w a t c h e s  him r e c i t e  i t  a s  h i s  
own. One grow s  u s e d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  " s t o c k "  a d d r e s s e s ,  
v a r i e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  some l o c a l  r e f e r e n c e ,  b u t  
t h e y  a r e  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  a w i s t f u l  r e g r e t . -*5
U s i n g  A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n  a s  a m o d e l ,  M c G i l l  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  a s p e e c h  d e ­
s i g n e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  a u d i t o r s  was a s i g n  o f  i n t e g r i t y :  "We have  lo ng
b e e n  s i c k e n e d  by  c l i c h e s .  S t e v e n s o n  i s  f r e s h  and  new. He n e v e r  r e ­
p e a t s .  Each  s p e e c h ,  e v e n  f o r  a s m a l l  tow n ,  i s  new. He i s  t o o  h o n e s t  
a man t o  g i v e  them a h a c k  r o u t i n e . "
M c G i l l ,  d r a w i n g  h i s  t e n e t s  f rom t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  and p o l i t i c a l
a r e n a ,  w a rn ed  a g a i n s t  a s s u m i n g  h o n e s t  p r i n c i p l e s  w i l l  s p e a k  e f f e c t i v e l y
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ;  t h e  s p e a k e r  m us t  a d j u s t  t o  a u d i e n c e  l i m i t a t i o n s :
You l e a r n  when you  w a l k  w i t h  men,  t h a t  an  i d e a l  i s  n o t  w o r t h  
a t i n k e r ’ s dam i f  i t  f a i l s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  human l i m i t a t i o n s .  . , .
The p e o p l e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  They  i n c l u d e  e v e r y  d e g r e e  o f  e d u c a ­
t i o n  a n d  i g n o r a n c e .  They a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  r a c i a l  and  o t h e r  
p r e j u d i c e s .  They  d i s c r i m i n a t e .  They l i k e  and  d i s l i k e .  Greed  
moves  th e m .  So d o e s  p i t y .  . . . P e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e f l e c t  
t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  An i d e a l  w h ic h  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  t h a t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  u s e l e s s  a s  a t o o l  o f  p r o g r e s s . ^
A u d ie n c e  l i m i t a t i o n s . M c G i l l ' s  l o n g  c a r e e r  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  
h a s  t a u g h t  h im  t o  be r e a l i s t i c  a b o u t  men.  W h i le  a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e i r  
p o t e n t i a l ,  M c G i l l  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M cG i l l  
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  many p e r s o n s  s i m p l y  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a 
m e s s a g e ;
~̂ I b i d . .  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
^ I b i d . .  O c t o b e r  10 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
^ I b i d . ,  S e p te m b e r  2 6 ,  1948,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2D.
79
A few y e a r s  a g o ,  Dr .  James  C onan t  . . . m o u r n f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n s t a l l i n g  a c o u r s e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  E n g l i s h  
i n  t h e  f i r s t - y e a r  E n g l i s h  c l a s s e s  a t  C a m b r id g e .  . . . T h i s  
s t a r t e d  me o f f  on a  m o d e s t  b i t  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u c ­
c e e d i n g  y e a r s .  I t  i n v o l v e d  no  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  
s i m p l y  o f  n o t i n g  down, i n  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  how many 
f a i l u r e s  t h e r e  w e re  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p l a i n  w o rd s  o f  a  w r i t t e n  
c o lu m n ,  a r t i c l e  o r  r e p o r t  o f  a s p e e c h .  I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
a m a z in g  how many p e r s o n s  s i m p l y  do  n o t  know t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e  
w e l l  en o u g h  t o  r e a d  i t  w e l l  a n d  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  i t  when t h e y  h e a r  i t  s p o k e n .  A lm o s t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  who h a s  
w r i t t e n  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o r  made p u b l i c  s p e e c h e s  h a s  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  new m e a n i n g s  and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a d v a n c e d  
by  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e x c e p t  t h a t  w ords  
o b v i o u s l y  mean q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .
On a s e c o n d  o c c a s i o n ,  M c G i l l  e x p r e s s e d  i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  p o o r  
a u d i e n c e  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t h i s  t i m e  d r a w i n g  f rom  h i s  own s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  :
I f  one d o e s  s a y  a n y t h i n g  w h ic h  i s  remembered i t  i s  p r e t t y  s u r e  
t o  be  d i s t o r t e d  and  one i s  s h o c k e d ,  d a y s  l a t e r ,  t o  g e t  a 
d e n u n c i a t o r y  l e t t e r  b e g i n n i n g ,  "As you s a i d  i n  y o u r  s p e e c h  
h e r e  l a s t  w eek .  . . "  A l a s ,  i t  i s  no good  a r g u i n g  a b o u t  i t .
The r e p l y  a l w a y s  i s ,  " I  h e a r d  i t ,  d i d n ' t  I ? " - ^
S p e a k e r - a u d j e n c e  i n t e g r i t y . M c G i l l  r e l a t e s  s p e a k e r  i n t e g r i t y  
t o  a u d i e n c e  p r e c e p t s  b e c a u s e  he  f i n d s  q u e s t i o n s  o f  h o n e s t y  t o  be 
c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a p p e a l s  t o  p r e j u d i c e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  
w a n t s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  n e e d s ,  d i s c o n t e n t ,  and  s e l f - i n t e r e s t s .  Under  
a u d i e n c e  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  d i s c u s s e d  M c G i l l ' s  a m o r a l  v i e w s  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  ways t o  move a n  a u d i e n c e .  At t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  w i l l  
p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c o m m u n ic a t iv e  i n t e g r i t y .
38Ibid.. December 31, 1946, col. 3, p. 4.
39Ibid.. May 25, 1949, col. 3, p. 12.
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What i s  M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  p r o p e r  a u d i e n c e  a p p e a l ?  M c G i l l  
f a c e s  a d i l e m m a ;  he  s u p p o r t s  c o m p l e t e  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  o p ­
p o s e s  e x t r a v a g a n t  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s .  However ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  w r i t i n g  and  s p e a k i n g ,  M c G i l l  
p l a c e s  t h e  b u r d e n  f o r  s p e a k e r  i n t e g r i t y  upon t h e  a u d i e n c e :
I  am a g r e a t  hand  t o  s t a n d  up f o r  p o l i t i c a l  l i c e n s e .  By 
t h a t  I  mean i t  n e v e r  o c c u r s  t o  me t o  d e n y  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  
h i s  r i g h t  t o  make e x t r a v a g a n t  c l a i m s .  Some may be d e p l o r e d .
O t h e r s  may be  c o n s i d e r e d  d a n g e r o u s  and  u n w o r t h y .  Some w i l l  
be  d o w n r i g h t  and  d e l i b e r a t e  l i e s ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  f a n  t h e  
p a s s i o n s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  v o t e r s .  B u t ,  a l l  t h i s  i s  a p a r t  
o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  The c a n d i d a t e s ,  i n  so  d o i n g ,  a r e  
g a m b l i n g .  They  a r e  g a m b l i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  whom t h e y  a r e  
a p p e a l i n g  a r e  so  i g n o r a n t  a s  t o  be u n aw are  o f  a n y  r e a l  i s s u e s ;  
s o  p r e j u d i c e d  a s  t o  w i s h  t o  h e a r  l i e s  and  ca lu m n y ;  s o  c a r e l e s s  
a b o u t  g o v e rn m e n t  t h e y  p r e f e r  m u d - t h r o w i n g  t o  f a c t s .  . . .
T h i s  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i c e n s e  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e .  I f  he s u c c e e d s  
i t  i s  n o t  he who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e .  I t  i s  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  I f  he 
i s  e l e c t e d  he m i r r o r s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s .
I n  1948 ,  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M c G i l l  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  b e l i e f  i n  a maxim on
p o l i t i c s :  " P o l i t i c s  i s  a m i r r o r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and  a m e a s u r e  o f  t h e i r
c i t i z e n s h i p . " 4 ^
The a u d i e n c e ,  t h e n ,  s h o u l d  demand h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  f rom  t h e i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  M c G i l l  e x p r e s s e s  hope  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  becom ing  more 
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g :
S e n .  Teddy  B i l b o  . . .  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  d e l i v e r e d  h i m s e l f  o f  
a  t i r a d e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  cham ber  l a s t  w eek .  . . i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  
f a c t s ,  B i l b o  f l i n g s  "Communis t"  c h a r g e s .  . . .  I t  i s  n o t  
a l a r m i n g .  I t  i s  t h e  way o f  d e m a g o g u e s .  . . .  I t  a l w a y s  works  
w i t h  a few p e o p l e ,  b u t  i t  i s  w o r k i n g  e v e r y  d a y ,  e v e r y  m o n th ,  
e v e r y  y e a r  w i t h  f e w e r  and  f e w e r  p e r s o n s .
4 0 I b i d . . A p r i l  9,  1946,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .  
4 1 I b l d . . J u n e  13 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2D.
4^Ibid.. April 29, 1946, col. 3, p. 6.
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M c G i l l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  p e r s o n s  n o t  o n l y  r e a p  w ha t  t h e y  sow, b u t  
t h a t  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  a s k  f o r  p r e j u d i c e d  a p p e a l s ,  h o p i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  r e ­
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i s  b e s t ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he a d v o c a t e s  more 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h o n e s t y  among s p e a k e r s :
. . . o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  pay  w e l l  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  f u r  s t r o k e d  
p l e a s a n t l y .  T h e r e  a r e  many a u d i e n c e s  w h ic h  d e l i g h t  t o  h ave  
p l e a s a n t  f l e a s  named " s t a t e s '  r i g h t s , "  o r  " t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  
s t a t e - i s m "  ( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  i s ) ,  s c r a t c h e d  v e r y  v i g o r o u s l y  and  
o f t e n .  They w a n t  t o  be a s s u r e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i s  
r i g h t  . . . many o f  o u r  w r i t e r s  and s p e a k e r s  . . . s c r a t c h  
t h e  same o l d  f l e a s  o f  " S o u t h e r n  t r a d i t i o n , "  " s t a t e s '  r i g h t s , "  
" s a c c h a r i n  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m , "  " t h e  u n h o l y  c o u r s e  o f  
N o r t h e r n  D e m o c r a t s , "  " l e t  u s  a l o n e , "  t h e  " a d v a n c i n g  S o u t h , "  
a n d  s o  o n ,  w i t h o u t  e v e r  r e a l l y  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g .  We a r e  m ak ing  
p r o g r e s s - - w e  a r e  d o i n g  same m i g h t y  and  n o b l e  t h i n g s - - b u t  we a r e  
d o i n g  them l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h o s e  who k e e p  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  them t o  be d o n e .  . . .  We c a n  do w i t h  a  l i t t l e  more 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h o n e s t y  and  l e s s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f l e a  s c r a t c h i n g .
I n  more  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a s  Time m a g a z i n e  d i s c o v e r e d  t o o ,  M c G i l l
h a s  become l e s s  " d i s c r e e t "  i n  h i s  a p p e a l  f o r  h o n e s t  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,
44p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  human r e l a t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1962 ,
M c G i l l  w r o t e  t h a t ,
. . . i n f l a m m a t o r y  p o l i t i c s  l i e  a t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  t h e  
e r u p t i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  S o u t h - - w h e r e v e r  i t  h a s  o c c u r r e d .
I t  i s  a  h a r v e s t  o f  a  c h a i n - r e a c t i o n .  The e x t r e m i s t  s e g r e g a ­
t i o n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  s h r e w d l y  c h o o s e  t h e  w ords  
t h e y  know w i l l  a r o u s e  t h e  c h u r c h  b u r n e r s  and  t h e  d o e r s  o f  
v i o l e n c e .  The v o c a b u l a r y  o f  t h e s e  c a n d i d a t e s  i s  one o f  h e a t  
a n d  i n v e c t i v e .  They  a r o u s e  t h e  c row ds  w i t h  l i e s  and  f a l s e  
w i t n e s s i n g .  When i n  t h e i r  ju d g m e n t  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e  i s  r e a d y  
f o r  t h e  s u g g e s t i v e  w o rd s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  them .  C a n d i d a t e s  who 
w e re  r u n n i n g  on h a t e  a n d  p r e j u d i c e  w e re  fo n d  o f  s u c h  p h r a s e s  
a s :
"We w o n ' t  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  u n t i l  we d r o p  t o  o u r  k n e e s .  . . . "
4 3 I b l d . . M arch  2 0 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.  
4 4 Time,  62 (December  14,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  51 .
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"The  C o n f e d e r a t e  guns  s p e a k  t o  u s  f rom  t h e  p a s t .  . . . "
"O ur  h e a d s  a r e  b l o o d y  b u t  unbowed .  . . . "
" B lo o d  w i l l  f l o w .  . . . "
"We w i l l  n e v e r  s u r r e n d e r .  . . . N ever !  N e v e r !  N e v e r ! "
"We w i l l  show t h e  Supreme C o u r t  i t  c a n ' t  t e l l  u s  w ha t  t o  
d o .  . . [ A l l  e l l i p s e s  M c G i l l ' s . ]  ^
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p l a c e s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  h i s  
t h e o r y  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  He c o n s i d e r s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  be l a r g e l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m e th o d s  u s e d  by  s p e a k e r s .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  b e l i e v e s  
man t o  be b a s i c a l l y  good and  c o u r a g e o u s ,  he c r i t i c i z e s  h im f o r  h i s  p r e ­
j u d i c e  and  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  e x a g g e r a t e d  o r a t o r i c a l  c l a i m s .  M c G i l l  
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  w o r t h w h i l e  i d e a s ,  i f  e f f e c t i v e ,  m us t  be  a d a p t e d  t o  "human 
l i m i t a t i o n s
S u p p o r t i n g  M a t e r i a l s  and  R e a s o n i n g
M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  f a c t s  i s  u s u a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n d i r e c t l y  when 
t r e a t i n g  q u e s t i o n a b l e  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  
t h a t ,
. . . t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  w ords  w h ic h  p o s s e s s  u n u s u a l  pow er .
They  c a n  h a l t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h o u g h t .  When t h e  mind e n ­
c o u n t e r s  one  o f  t h e s e  w o rd s  t h i n k i n g  s t o p s ,  i s  n e a t l y  p a r k e d  
i n  t h e  b r a i n ' s  g a r a g e ,  a n d  t h e  f a s t e r ,  more r e c k l e s s  v e h i c l e  
o f  e m o t i o n  i s  b r o u g h t  o u t  on t h e  m e n t a l  h ig h w a y .  The e m o t i o n a l  
c a r  h a s  12 c y l i n d e r s  a n d  j e t  p r o p u l s i o n .  I t  t r a v e l s  f a s t .  But 
i t  d o e s n ' t  s t e e r  w e l l .  I t  h a s  v e r y  u n r e l i a b l e  b r a k e s  and  c a n ' t  
be s t o p p e d  w i t h i n  a m i l e  o r  s o  o f  f a c t s .  I n  t r u t h  i t  more  o f t e n  
t h a n  n o t  r u n s  s l a p  o v e r  t h e  f a c t s  and  e n d s  up  i n  t h e  d i t c h  o f  
e r r o r .  . . .  I t  i s  t h e  f a v o r i t e  v e h i c l e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  t y p e  
p o l i t i c i a n .46
I n  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  and  r e a s o n i n g ,  M c G i l l
4~*The Atlanta Constitution, September 11, 1962, col. 1, p. 1.
46Ibid.. June 26, 1946, col. 3, p. 14.
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d i s c u s s e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a d a p t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  i m p o r ­
t a n c e  o f  c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h ,  and  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c a r e f u l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
f a c t s .
A u d ie n c e  a d a p t a t i o n . L i k e  o n e ' s  e n t i r e  m e s s a g e ,  M c G i l l  c o n ­
t e n d s  t h a t  fo rm s  o f  s u p p o r t  s h o u l d  be  a d j u s t e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i ­
e n c e .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  d r y  d a t a  h ave  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s ,  M c G i l l  
a d v o c a t e s  t h a t  f a c t s  be i n t e r p r e t e d  f o r  human i n t e r e s t :
S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  c o l d  t h i n g s  o f  p a p e r  a n d  i n k  u n l e s s  one c ' .n  
t h i n k  o f  them  i n  t e r m s  o f  p e r s o n s - - a l l  k i n d s  o f  p e r s o n s - -  
t h e  h a p p y ,  t h e  f r e e ,  t h e  u n t r o u b l e d ,  t h e  a m b i t i o u s ,  t h e  
f r u s t r a t e d ,  u n h a p p y ,  d e f e a t e d ,  t h e  n e u r o t i c ,  t h e  u n s t a b l e ,  
t h e  a b l e ,  t h e  m i s f i t s - - t h e  o l d ,  t h e  y o u n g ,  t h e  b a b i e s - - a l l  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f l e s h  and  bone  o f  s t a t i s t i c s .  And a l l  t h e s e  
p e r s o n s  h a v e  t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s ,  c u l t u r e ,  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  
l o y a l t i e s ,  and  p r o b l e m s . ^
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  t o  be d i v o r c e d  
f rom  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  i s  t o  be e f f e c ­
t i v e ,  i t  s h o u l d  be e m o t i o n a l l y  a p p e a l i n g :
Some o f  my b e s t  f r i e n d s  a r e  e c o n o m i s t s .  And t h e r e f o r e  s t a t i s ­
t i c i a n s ,  . . . T h e i r  s t a t i s t i c s  come t o  them i n  r e p o r t s  o f  
s t e e l  t o n n a g e ,  c a r l o a d i n g s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ,  and  s o  on .
T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  n e v e r  w eep ,  go t o  p i e c e s  i n  h y s t e r i a ,  o r  n eed  
p i l l s .  E c o n o m i s t s  n e v e r  g e t  t o  m e e t  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  come 
i n t o  a n e w s p a p e r  o f f i c e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  . . . t h e  young  w i f e  o f  a  
s e r v i c e m a n  who e x p e c t s  a  b a b y  tom orrow  and  who had  j u s t  b e e n  
e v i c t e d  f rom  t h e  o n e - ro o m  e f f i c i e n c y  a p a r t m e n t  she and  h e r  
h u s b a n d  s h a r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  become p a r e n t s  . . . t h e  
o l d  c o u p l e  who a r e  l i v i n g  on a s m a l l  p e n s i o n  and  whose  r e n t  h a s  
b e e n  r a i s e d  f rom  $17 a m on th  t o  $45,  . . . A l l  t h e s e ,  t o o ,  a r e  
s t a t i s t i c s .  They  a r e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  now, r i g h t  t h i s  m i n u t e .
What t h e y  w i l l  be s i x  m on ths  o r  n i n e  m o n th s  f rom  now when t h e
^ Ibid. , March 24, 1954, col. 1, p. 1.
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economy " l e v e l s  o f f , "  I  d o n ' t  know. . , . Somebody h a s  g o t  
t o  do s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e  w a l k i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t o d a y ,
M c G i l l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a  l o g i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  m e ss a g e  i s  n o t
e n o u g h ;  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  e n t i r e  m e s s a g e  m u s t  be s u i t e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a
p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p :
I  f i n d ,  by p e r s u i n g  t h e  New York p a p e r s ,  t h a t  on t h e  S a b b a t h ,  
l a s t ,  a  number o f  d i v i n e s  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t e r  
w e re  t r o u b l e d  and  s e e k i n g  f o r  t h e  l i g h t .  . . . Now, I  am 
s u r e  a l l  t h e s e  se rm ons  w e re  w e l l - t u r n e d  o u t  a n d  r e c e i v e d  i n  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  They  w e r e ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  w o r se  
a b o u t  l i k e  t h e  se rm ons  p r e a c h e d  i n  a t h o u s a n d  o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  
g r e a t  and  s m a l l ,  v a r y i n g  b u t  l i t t l e ,  e a c h  show ing  t h e  s i g n s  o f  
s t u d y  and  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  books  p r o v i d i n g  se rmon t e c h n i q u e s ,  
s t u d i e d  i n  s c h o o l ,  o r  a f t e r .  E v e r y t h i n g  s a i d  was t r u e .  Not a 
s e n t e n c e  c o u l d  be a r g u e d  away .  . . . B u t ,  and  h e r e  I  r e t u r n
t o  a n  o l d  t h e m e ,  n o t  a  one o f  t h e  s e rm ons  r e p o r t e d  f rom New 
Y ork ,  o r  f rom a n y  o t h e r  c h u r c h  o f  l i k e  s t a t u s  i n  w h a t e v e r  
c i t y ,  wou ld  h ave  had  a n y  a p p e a l  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c i t i z e n s  who,  
how c o r r e c t l y  I  do n o t  know, a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be t h i r s t i n g  f o r  
t h e  w o r d .  Now, o b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  n o t  t o  b r i n g  a l l  
s e rm ons  down t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  c h a n t i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  g i b b e r i s h ,  
f l u n g  f rom  s l i g h t l y  f r o t h e d  l i p s .  But  somewhere  t h e r e  mus t  be 
a n  a n s w e r .
C a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h . As s e e n  i n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  two s p e a k e r s ,
M c G i l l  s t r o n g l y  a d v o c a t e s  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and  s t u d y .
E v a l u a t i n g  S e n a t o r  P a u l  H. D o u g l a s '  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  U. S.  S e n a t e ,
M c G i l l  d e f i n e d  w ha t  he c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be g r e a t  s p e a k i n g :
An i n d e p e n d e n t ,  D o u g la s  i s  i n  t h e  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d a y s  
o f  W e b s t e r ,  C a lh o u n  and  C l a y .  Not s i n c e  t h e i r  d a y  h a s  t h e  
S e n a t e  had  a  man who p o s s e s s e s  D o u g l a s '  g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  
i n f o r m e d  p o w e r f u l  d e b a t e .  . . , H is  g r e a t  s p e e c h  some weeks  
a g o  i n  " t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e "  on A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i s  one o f
4 8 I b i d . . J u l y  11 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  10.  
4 ^ I b i d . ,  O c t o b e r  2 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3,  p .  10,
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t h e  f i n e s t  a r g u m e n t s  t h e  S e n a t e  h a s  h e a r d  i n  o u r  t i m e .  I t  
was n o t  j u s t  a  s p e e c h .  I t  was p ac k e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n g r e ­
d i e n t s  o f  g r e a t n e s s ;  f a c t s  w e l l  docum en ted  and  a r r a n g e d ,  
l o g i c ,  f o r c e  and  e loquence . -*®
M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n f o r m e d  o r a t o r s  i s  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  i n  h i s
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  M e t h o d i s t  B i s h o p  A r t h u r  James  Moore;
. . . he i s  a n  u n u s u a l l y  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  man.  He h a s  n e v e r  
c e a s e d  t o  s t u d y ,  r e a d  and  l e a r n .  He i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s e v e r a l  
s c h o l a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  books  and  i s  a c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h e r  and  
s t u d e n t  i n  a l l  a d d r e s s e s ,  s e rm ons  and  w r i t i n g s . - * !
R e p o r t i n g  f a c t s . R e s e a r c h  i s  o f  p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b u t  M c G i l l  
c o n t e n d s  a l s o  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  c a r e f u l l y ,  a s  im ­
p l i e d  i n  t h r e e  o f  h i s  c r i t i c i s m s .  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  e v a l u a t e d  s p e a k e r s  i n  
g e n e r a l ;
Our o r a t o r s  a n d  s p e l l b i n d e r s  h a v e  done u s  a l o t  o f  harm by  
t h e i r  e x a g g e r a t i o n s .  F o r  y e a r s  t h e y  have  t o l d  us  t h a t  o u r  
s o i l  was t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  and  would  grow a n y t h i n g .
T h i s  i s n ’ t  t r u e .  . . . They  have  s p o k e n  i n  g l o w i n g  t e rm s  o f  
o u r  p l e n t i f u l  r a i n f a l l ,  and  c l i m a t e .  B o th  a r e  e x c e l l e n t .
But  we h a v e  t o o  much r a i n f a l l  a t  t h e  wrong t i m e .  . . . They  
- - t h e  s p e l l b i n d e r s - - h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a l l  we h a v e  t o  do t o  
c o n v e r t  f rom c o t t o n  and  t o b a c c o  t o  d a i r y i n g  and  l i v e s t o c k  i s  
t o  buy  t h e  c a t t l e . - * ^
S e c o n d ,  M c G i l l  c r i t i c i z e d  f a u l t y  r e a s o n i n g  u s e d  by s p e a k e r s  i n
G e o r g i a :
I t  i s  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  G e o r g i a n s  . . .  t o  h a v e  t h e  C o l u m b i a n s ,  
a h a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t o  l o c a t e  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  . . . T h e i r  
a u d i e n c e s  a r e  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  g o o d ,  p l a i n  p e r s o n s  o f  l i t t l e  
o r  no e d u c a t i o n ,  o f  l i t t l e  w o r k i n g  s k i l l s  t h e r e f o r e  i n  a v e r y
5 ° I b i d . ,  March  13 ,  1951 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ ! " T h e  B i s h o p ' s  i n  a H u r r y ! , "  S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t . 224  
(November 10 ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  34 .
^ The Atlanta Constitution. April 8, 1948, col. 3, p. 8.
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lo w - in co m e  g r o u p .  The s p e l l b i n d e r s ,  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  i t c h i n g  
t o  g e t  t h o s e  $3 i n i t i a t i o n  f e e s ,  t a l k  t o  them w i t h  a c e r t a i n  
l o g i c ,  a b o u t  a s  f o l l o w s :  "Gov.  A r n a l l  t a l k s  a b o u t  f r e i g h t  
r a t e s .  Gov. Ta lmadge  i s  a l w a y s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a n n e r s .
Mayor H a r t s f i e l d  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t r e e t s  and  a i r p o r t s .  You 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b r e a d  and m e a t  and  a  l i v i n g  w ag e .  T h a t ' s  
w ha t  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  do  f o r  y o u . "
T h i s  i s  t h e  l i n e - n o t  m e r e l y  o f  t h e  C o l u m b i a n s ,  b u t  o f  a l l
C l
s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who s e e k  t o  c r e a t e  m ass  d i s c o n t e n t .  J
A t h i r d  e x am p le  o f  M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  r e a s o n i n g  c a n  be found  
i n  h i s  ju d g m e n t  o f  D o u g la s  M a c A r t h u r ' s  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  a j o i n t  s e s s i o n  
o f  C o n g r e s s .  H a v in g  w i t n e s s e d  t h a t  o r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  a n a l y z e d  i t  i n  h i s  
d a i l y  c o lu m n  f o r  more  t h a n  a w eek .  M c G i l l  found c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  among 
h i s  i d e a s :
T h e r e  was  a l m o s t  a n  e l e c t r i c  c r a c k l e  i n  t h e  a i r  a s  t h e  House 
d o o r - k e e p e r  c a l l e d  o u t ,  "The G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Army, Gen.  D o u g la s  
M a c A r t h u r . "  The p a n e l e d  d o o r s  opened  a n d  he  came i n  w i t h  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  o f  e s c o r t ,  h i s  f a c e  i n t e n s e  a n d  s e r i o u s .  The e l e c ­
t r i c i t y  was  t h e r e  i n  t h e  House cham ber  w h e re  t h e  S e n a t e  and  
House members h e a r d  h im a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e  s p o k e .  I t  was e v i d e n t  
t h a t  f i r e s  b u r n e d  f i e r c e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  man who s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  
14 y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  A s i a t i c  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w o r l d [ . )  Now and  
t h e n  he d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  them and  one c o u l d  a l m o s t  s m e l l  t h e  
s u l p h u r .  H i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  was a m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  t h e a t e r  and 
d r a m a .  H is  m a n u s c r i p t  was c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  a n d  r e a c h e d  a n  
e m o t i o n a l  p e r o r a t i o n ,  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  t o u c h  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a l l .
. . . But  n e i t h e r  he n o r  w h a t  he s a i d  t h e r e  w i l l  soon  f a d e  
aw ay .  He d e m o n s t r a t e d  p l a i n l y  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  com pro m ise  on 
h i s  p o s i t i o n .  He l e f t  no  d o u b t  b u t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was 
r i g h t  i n  r e l i e v i n g  him o f  h i s  command, w h a t e v e r  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  
t h e  two p o l i c i e s  a t  i s s u e .  And once  t h e  t u m u l t  and t h e  s h o u t ­
i n g  had  d i e d  a n d  once  t h e  c a p t a i n s  and  t h e  k i n g s  had  d e p a r t e d ,  
and  t h e  s p e l l  o f  h i s  t h e a t r i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  w e r e  b r o k e n ,  i t  was 
p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and  t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  c h i e f l y  w h a t  he had  done  was t o  r e s t a t e  i n  f u l l  h i s  i d e a s  
a b o u t  b l o c k a d i n g  C h i n a ,  bombing n o r t h  C h ina  a n d  g i v i n g  s u p p l i e s ,  
s h i p s  and  a i r c r a f t  t o  C h ia n g  K a i - s h e k  f o r  u s e  by  t h a t  d e f e a t e d  
g e n e r a  1 . ^ ^
53 Ibid., November 13, 1946, col. 3, p. 8.
54Ibid.. April 20, 1951, col. 1, p. 1.
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I n  summary,  M c G i l l  would  h a v e  a n  o r a t o r  s e l e c t  and p r e s e n t  
s t a t i s t i c s  s o  a s  t o  have  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l .  A l s o ,  he b e l i e v e s  a 
s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  b e  a c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h e r  a n d ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a r e l i ­
a b l e  s o u r c e .
D e l i v e r y
M c G i l l  a w a r d s  d e l i v e r y  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  i n  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  s p e a k ­
i n g ,  o f t e n  u s i n g  t h a t  c a n o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a s p e e c h  i s  e f f e c ­
t i v e  .
I n  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and  c r i t i c i s m s  c o n c e r n i n g  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r s ,  
M c G i l l  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  m e th o d s  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  good  w i l l ,  
a n d  b o d i l y  and  v o i c e  a c t i v i t y .
Method o f  d e l i v e r y . M c G i l l  a d v o c a t e s  " p l a i n  t a l k , "  w h ic h  
s i m p l y  means  s a y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a c l e a r  and  u n a f f e c t e d  
m a n n e r .  Such  s p e a k i n g  he b e l i e v e s  i s  b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a 
m a n u s c r i p t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r s  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  
H a r r y  S .  Truman t o  have  b e e n  o n l y  an  a v e r a g e  s p e a k e r ,  he u s e d  t h a t  
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a n  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  
d e l i v e r y :
He i s  j u s t  a  f a i r - t o - m i d d l i n g  s p e a k e r  when he i s  up  t h e r e  
w i t h  a  m a n u s c r i p t  b e f o r e  h im .  But  when he t a l k s  f rom  h i s  
h e a r t  h i s  h e a r t  comes t h r o u g h  a n d  he  s e l l s  h i m s e l f  s o l i d l y .
I  h a v e  s e e n  h im ,  a d d r e s s i n g  a c o n v e n t i o n  o f  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r s ,  
m o s t  o f  them h o s t i l e ,  t a k e  them i n  c o m p l e t e l y  when he p u t  
a s i d e  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t ,  t u r n e d  o f f  t h e  r a d i o  c o n n e c t i o n  and  
j u s t  p l a i n  t a l k e d .  He d o e s  t h a t  t o  c r o w d s . ^
55Ibid., May 8, 1950, col. 3, p. 8.
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M c G i l l ,  t h o u g h  o p p o s ed  t o  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  r e c o g n i z e s  a n e e d  f o r
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a i d s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1952,  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  Dwight  D.
E i s e n h o w e r ' s  c a m p a ig n  t r a i n ,  M c G i l l  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  n o t e  c a r d s :
The g e n e r a l ' s  s p e a k i n g  h a s  im p ro v e d  i n  a v e r y  m a rke d  m a n n e r .
H i s  s e n t e n c e s  no l o n g e r  w a n d e r  and  l o s e  t h e m s e l v e s .  The 
f i r s t  two d a y s  he was p r e t t y  aw kw ard .  Then h i s  f r e t t i n g  s t a f f  
w orked  o u t  a s y s t e m  o f  n o t e s ,  p r i n t e d  i n  l a r g e  l e t t e r s  he c a n  
r e a d  w i t h o u t  g l a s s e s ,  on c a r d s  a b o u t  t h r e e  by  f i v e  i n c h e s .  W i th  
them t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s p e e c h e s  move a l o n g  i n  p r o p e r ,  o r d e r l y  
m a n n e r .^6
Good w i l l . M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  a s p e a k e r  m i g h t  g e t  by  i f  he
" f a l t e r s  on w o r d s , "  b u t  a n  a u d i e n c e  e x p e c t s  t o  be r e s p e c t e d .  To em­
p h a s i z e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  good w i l l  w i t h  a n  a u d i e n c e ,  
M c G i l l  w r o t e  o f  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ' s  o r a t o r y ,  c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  he 
was " n o t  a good s p e a k e r , "  b u t  "he  s o u n d s  a s  i f  he means  w h a t  he 
s a y s . " ^  T h r e e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1949 ,  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  T ru m a n ’ s 
i n a u g u r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  made a s i m i l a r  o b s e r v a t i o n .  W h i l e  Truman was 
"no  s p e a k e r , "  he was s i n c e r e ,  e v e n  when u s i n g  a m a n u s c r i p t* .
The P r e s i d e n t  t h e n  t u r n s  q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r s ' s t a n d  w i t h  
i t s  b a t t e r y  o f  m i c r o p h o n e s .  H i s  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  b e f o r e  h im .
He g o e s  q u i c k l y  t o  i t s  w o r d s .  The w o rd s  a r e  s t r o n g  o n e s  and
t h e y  h o l d  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  s i l e n c e  a s  t h e  m a s s e d
t h o u s a n d s  l i s t e n .  T h e r e  i s  no  sound  a t  a l l  s a v e  t h e  a m p l i f i e d  
w o rd s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  He i s  n o t  a s p e a k e r .  He f a l t e r s  on 
some w o r d s .  But  t h e r e  i s  no  m i s t a k i n g  h i s  f e r v o r  o r  h i s  
f a i t h .  . . . T h e r e  i s  c o u r a g e  and  f a i t h  i n  t h e  s p e e c h . ^ ®
U s in g  S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  A. T a f t  a s  an  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  w a rn e d
~*̂ I b i d . . S e p t e m b e r  19,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
5 7 I b i d . . A p r i l  1,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.  
^ I b i d . . J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12.
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t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  who was  u n a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  s i n c e r e l y  p r o b a b l y
would  be i n e f f e c t i v e :
One n i g h t  d u r i n g  h i s  New H am psh i re  ca m p a ig n  . . . S e n a t o r  
R o b e r t  A lp h o n s o  T a f t  spoke  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  B e r l i n .  A f t e r w a r d s  
he s a t  a t  a l a t e  s u p p e r ,  w i t h  l o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  and members 
o f  h i s  e n t o u r a g e .  "What a b o u t  i t  ( t h e  s p e e c h ) , "  he a s k e d  o f  
a  l o c a l  c i t i z e n .  " W e l l , "  s a i d  t h e  f r i e n d ,  h e s i t a n t ,  " I  
t a l k e d  w i t h  some o f  t h e  boys  ( f ro m  t h e  m i l l  w h ich  em ploys  
more t h a n  5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s )  and  t h e y  l i k e d  w h a t  you s a i d ,  b u t  
t h e y  t h o u g h t  you w e re  a l i t t l e  t o o  d i s t a n t  and  l o f t y . "  The 
s e n a t o r  from O hio  r e p o r t e d l y  s a t  s i l e n t  f o r  a moment ,  r e ­
f l e c t i n g ,  and  t h e n  s a i d ,  w i t h  a s o r t  o f  w i s t f u l  f i n a l i t y ,
" I  am j u s t  n o t  h a n d y  t h a t  w a y , "  . . .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  a s  he h a s  
s a i d ,  t h a t  he  i s  j u s t  n o t  handy  a t  i t .  And t h a t  may be t h e  
h u r d l e  he c a n n o t  make .  The A m e r ic a n  p e o p l e ,  l i k e  o t h e r s ,  
w an t  someone who warms them and  who c a u s e s  them t o  l i f t  up  
t h e i r  e y e s  and  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  And t h e  a b l e  g e n t l e m a n  f rom 
O h io ,  who h a s  n e v e r  q u i t e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  s i m p l e  f a c t ,  and 
who h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r u t h  o f  i t ,  h a s  b e e n  
u n a b l e  t o  overcom e i t  w i t h  e i t h e r  e x p e d i e n c y  o r  l o g i c .
B o d i l y  and  v o i c e  a c t i v i t y . W h i le  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  g r e a t  s p e a k ­
e r s '  a b i l i t i e s  t o  p e r f o r m  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  M c G i l l  p l a c e s  l i t t l e  e m p h a s i s  
upon  usfe o f  g e s t u r e  and  v o i c e .  I n  f a c t ,  he  f row ns  upon  "pod ium  p r a n -  
c e r s " 6 0  and  " r a d i o  c o m m e n ta to r s  who p u t  t h a t  phony e x c i t e m e n t  i n  t h e i r
fl 1v o i c e s .  . . . "  However ,  a s  shown a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  
M c G i l l  a d m i r e s  s p e a k e r s  who have  i m p r e s s i v e  d e l i v e r i e s .  A p o r t i o n  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  C h u r c h i l l ' s  a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  Commons, w i l l  be 
r e p e a t e d  h e r e :
He came s l o w l y  i n t o  t h e  H ouse .  . . . When t h e  g r e a t  o r g a n ­
l i k e  v o i c e  b e g a n  and t h e  c l o s e - c l i p p e d  and  r o l l i n g  w ords
5 9I b i d . . March  2 1 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1. 
6 0I b i d . . J u l y  31 ,  1949,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  18A. 
^ ^I b i d . . O c t o b e r  6 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
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f o l l o w e d  one a n o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e y  sounded  l i k e  a symphony,  
t h e n  he r e a l l y  seemed t o  g lo w .  . . .  He r a r e l y  l o o k e d  
a b o u t .  . . . H i s  w ords  p u r r e d  and  r o l l e d  l i k e  summer 
t h u n d e r  . ^ 2
F i n a l l y ,  one p a s s a g e  s u m m a r iz e s  M c G i l l ' s  b a s i c  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  
d e l i v e r y .  E v a l u a t i n g  a  t a l k  made by  J .  C. P e n n e y ,  M c G i l l  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  a  s p e e c h  s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  humbly  and  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  
i n q u i r y :
. . .  I  a t t e n d e d  i n  A t l a n t a  t h e  m os t  u n u s u a l  . . . s o r t
o f  m e e t i n g  e v e r  h e l d .  P e r h a p s  100 p e r s o n s  f rom  b u s i n e s s  
and t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  w ere  i n v i t e d  t o  a l u n c h e o n  t o  m e e t  and 
h e a r  J .  C. P e n n e y ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  c h a i n  s t o r e  w h i c h  b e a r s  
t h a t  name,  t a l k  a b o u t  C h r i s t i a n  l e a d e r s h i p .  . . .
Mr.  P e n n e y ,  who i s  a man o f  75 y e a r s  [ i n  1 9 5 0 ] ,  s l i g h t  
and  g r a y ,  s t o o d  u p ,  and  b e g a n  t o  fu m b le  f o r  w o r d s .  I t  was 
t h i s  w h ic h  f i r s t  a t t r a c t e d  me.  " W h a t , "  I  s a i d  t o  m y s e l f ,  
" d o e s n ' t  he know i t  by  h e a r t ?  H a s n ' t  he  g o t  i t  a l l  down 
l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  them X p l u s  Y e q u a l s  Z?"
He d i d n ' t  h a v e  i t .  He s a i d  he had a w r i t t e n  s p e e c h ,  b u t  
he had  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  t a l k  f rom  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e s .  He d i d .
He t a l k e d  a w k w a rd ly  a s  I  have  e v e r  h e a r d  a man t a l k ,  y e t  he 
was c o n v i n c i n g ,  a s  o r a t o r s  r a r e l y  a r e .  He was  n o t  g l i b .
H is  j o k e  was n o t  t o o  w e l l  t o l d .  He fum bled  a r o u n d ,  f i n d i n g  
h i s  way t h r o u g h  h i s  t h o u g h t s .
F i n a l l y ,  he g o t  g o i n g .  I t  was  a r a m b l i n g  s t o r y  o f  a man 
who b e g a n  w i t h  p o v e r t y  and  became w e a l t h y  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a t i v e  
and  h a r d  w o r k .  I t  was  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a m o r a l  man,  who was t h e  
son  o f  a m i n i s t e r  who had  b e e n  t u r n e d  o u t  o f  a  c h u r c h  f o r  
b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  have  m i n i s t e r s  a c c e p t  pay  a n d  t o  a b a n d o n  
t h e  t h e o r y  o f  i n f a n t  d a m n a t i o n ,  and  so  o n .  He n e v e r  a v o i d e d  
God,  He was n o t  h o s t i l e .  He was  j u s t  a s o j o u r n e r  and  a s e e k e r .
He d i d n ' t  know a n y  a n s w e r s .  He d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  f o r m u l a  f o r  
me o r  a n y o n e  e l s e .  . . .  He d i d n ' t  make t h e  m i s t a k e  w h i c h ,  i n  
my o p i n i o n ,  i s  t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  so  many who p r e a c h ,  t a l k i n g  i n  
g e n e r a l i t i e s  . . . M r .  P e n n e y  h e l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  s t i l l  and 
q u i e t  b e c a u s e  he was c o m p l e t e l y  and  humbly  s i n c e r e .  . . .
I t  was  a u n i q u e  m e e t i n g .  Men who h a v e  h e a r d  h u n d r e d s  o f  
" i n s p i r a t i o n a l "  t a l k s ,  d o z e n s  o f  g l i b  and  c h e e r y  l e a d e r s  and 
who remember  n o t  a  word  t h e y  s a i d ,  w i l l  remember  f o r  a l o n g ,
62Ibid.. March 25, 1963, col. 1, p. 1.
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l o n g  t i m e  t h e  d e e p l y  moving  and  c o m p l e t e l y  s i n c e r e ,  awkward ,  
h a l t i n g  t a l k  o f  a humble man who had  had C h r i s t  come i n t o  
h i s  l i f e . 63
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  be c h a r a c ­
t e r i z e d  by  h u m i l i t y  and  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n q u i r y .  He c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h i s  
k i n d  o f  o r a t o r  i s  more b e l i e v a b l e  t h a n  one p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  a b e a u t i ­
f u l  v o i c e  and  b o d i l y  a c t i v i t y .  A s p e a k e r ' s  d e l i v e r y ,  t h e n ,  s h o u l d  
r e v e a l  a man o f  good  w i l l  and g e n u i n e  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
S t y l e
As a j o u r n a l i s t  and  s p e a k e r ,  M c G i l l  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l a n g u a g e  
u s e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he o f t e n  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  f i n d i n g  t h e  
r i g h t  w o rd s  f o r  e x p r e s s i n g  a n  i d e a  c l e a r l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c l a r i t y ,  he 
a l s o  w r i t e s  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a p p r e c i a t i n g  o n e ' s  l a n g u a g e ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  
w o r d s ,  how s t y l e  c a n  be a n  a i d  t o  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  and  means  o f  im p r o v i n g  
o n e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s .
C l a r i t y . M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a m e s s a g e  s h o u l d  be c l e a r  a n d ,
s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  w o rd s  may p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  man.  W h i le  r e c o g ­
n i z i n g  t h a t  c l a r i t y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e ,  M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  a 
m e s s a g e  s h o u l d  be e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d ;
One who d e a l s  i n  w o rd s  . . .  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h u m b le .  . . .
H u m i l i t y  a l s o  comes w i t h  t h e  k n o w led g e  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  how h a r d  
one s t r i v e s  t o  p u t  t h e  l i t t l e  w o r d s ,  s i m p l y  a n d  p l a i n l y  one
a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  one d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  s u c c e e d . 64
Not o n l y  s h o u l d  l a n g u a g e  be c l e a r ,  i t  may a l s o  e x p r e s s  t h e
^ I b i d . . February 24, 1950, col. 3, p. 8.
64Ibid.. March 23, 1947, col. 3, p. 14C.
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c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when d e s c r i b i n g  J o h n  F.
K e n n e d y ’ s i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s ,  M c G i l l  l i n k e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  w ords  w i t h
h i s  c o u r a g e  and  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e :
Much o f  t h e  w o r l d  was  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  f ro m  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  young  
P r e s i d e n t ,  and  he had  p l a i n  w o rd s  f o r  them and  few g e n e r a l i ­
t i e s ,  i n  w ha t  was a t e r s e l y  e l o q u e n t  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s .  . . . 
T h e r e  w ere  c o u r a g e ,  s t r e n g t h  and  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  w ha t  t h e  new 
P r e s i d e n t  s a i d .  One s e n s e d  t h a t  b e h i n d  h i s  w o rd s  a r e  p l a n s  
a l r e a d y  made and  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  m a k in g .  . . . T h e r e  i s  a 
b a l a n c e d  s e n s e  o f  r e a l i s m  and  i d e a l i s m  i n  t h e  new P r e s i d e n t  
a s  h i s  w o rd s  so w e l l  r e v e a l e d . ^
A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  l a n g u a g e . M c G i l l ' s  s e c o n d  t e n e t  o f  s t y l e  i s
t h a t  w ords  c a n  be a p p r e c i a t e d ,  b o t h  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  and  when u s e d  i n
a n  o r a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  f o u n d  p o e t r y  i n  t h e  names o f  t r e e s
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h :
T h e i r  names a r e  l i k e  poems a n d  b a l l a d s - - s o u r  wood a n d  s c a r l e t  
o a k ,  b l a c k  gum and  b i r c h ,  bassw ood  a n d  b e e c h ,  b l a c k  w a l n u t  
a n d  b l a c k  l o c u s t ,  r e d  m a p le  and  w h i t e  o a k ,  sweetgum and  
s y c a m o r e ,  y e l l o w  p o p l a r  and  r e d  o a k ,  h e m lo ck  and  h i c k o r y ,
V i r g i n i a  p i n e  and  t h e  w h i t e ,  s h o r t  l e a f  p i n e ,  b u c k e y e  and  t h e  
m o u n t a i n  c u c u m b e r ,  t h e  w i l d  b l a c k  c h e r r y  and  t h e  m o u n t a i n  
m a g n o l i a s ,  s p r u c e  and  s i l v e r - b e l l ,  w h i t e  a s h  and  t h e  c h i n q u a p i n .  
Many o f  t h e i r  names a r e  i n  o l d  f i d d l e  t u n e s  and  m o u n t a i n  s o n g s . ^
M c G i l l  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w o rd s  may have  t h e i r  own v a l u e
w i t h i n  a s p e e c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  o c c a s i o n a l  o r a t o r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l
h e a r d  p o e t r y  i n  one o f  D o u g la s  M a c A r t h u r ' s  l a s t  s p e e c h e s :
No more  o l d - f a s h i o n e d l y  e l o q u e n t  a n d  p o e t i c a l l y  e m o t i o n a l  
s p e e c h  h a s  b e e n  made i n  o u r  t i m e  t h a n  t h a t  by G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  
Army D o u g la s  M a c A r th u r  when r e c e n t l y  he r e c e i v e d  t h e  S y l v a n i s  
T h a y e r  Award a t  Wes t  P o i n t .  The g e n e r a l  i s  82 y e a r s  o l d ,  b u t
^ I b l d . . J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1961 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ The S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r  ( B o s t o n ;  L i t t l e ,  Brown and 
Company,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  7.
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s t a n d s  s t r a i g h t  and  t r i m  a s  o f  y o r e .  E m o t io n s  b o i l  w i t h i n  
h im ;  he c a n n o t  p u t  them down. . . . S t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
young men,  some o f  whom w ere  n o t  b o r n  when t h e  J a p a n e s e  
s t r u c k  i n  December  o f  1941,  t h e  o l d  g e n e r a l  p u l l e d  f rom  h i s  
mind t h i s  w o n d r o u s l y  m ov ing  p a g e a n t  o f  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e ;  
"The shadows a r e  l e n g t h e n i n g  f o r  me.  The t w i l i g h t  
i s  h e r e .  My d a y s  o f  o l d  h a v e  v a n i s h e d - t o n e  and  t i n t s .  
They have  gone  g l i m m e r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  d r e a m s  o f  
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e .  T h e i r  memory i s  one o f  w ondrous  
b e a u t y ,  w a t e r e d  by t e a r s  and  co a x e d  and c a r e s s e d  
by  t h e  s m i l e s  o f  y e s t e r d a y .  I  l i s t e n  t h e n ,  b u t  
w i t h  t h i r s t y  e a r ,  f o r  t h e  w i t c h i n g  m e lody  o f  f a i n t  
b u g l e s  b l o w i n g  r e v e i l l e ,  o f  f a r  drums b e a t i n g  t h e  
l o n g  r o l l .  I n  my d ream s  I  h e a r  a g a i n  t h e  c r a s h  o f  
g u n s ,  t h e  r a t t l e  o f  m u s k e t r y ,  t h e  s t r a n g e ,  m o u r n ­
f u l  m u t t e r  o f  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  But  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
o f  my memory I  come b a c k  t o  West  P o i n t . "
T h i s  i s  t h e  s t u f f  o f  o r a t o r y  s u c h  a s  s t i r r e d  a n o t h e r  g e n e r a ­
t i o n  when W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n ,  Bob T a y l o r ,  Bob I n g e r s o l ,  
and  o t h e r s  o f  e q u a l  e l o q u e n c e  a p p e a r e d  i n  l e c t u r e s  u n d e r  
t h e  v a r i o u s  l y c e u m s . T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  i t  o f  Tennyson  
a n d  h i s  U l y s s e s .  . . . T h e r e  was  a g r a n d e u r  i n  t h e  s p e e c h - -  
a n d  a c e r t a i n  p a t h o s ,  t o o .
R e s p e c t  f o r  w o r d s . M c G i l l ’ s s p e e c h  t h e o r y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  p e r ­
s o n s  u s e  l a n g u a g e  r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  a s  s e e n  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  w ords  i n  
h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  co lum n;
Of a l l  t h e  w o rd s  so  b a d l y  m a u le d  a n d  a b u s e d  t o d a y ,  s u c h  a s  
" d e m o c r a c y , "  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  none  i s  w o r s e  maimed t h a n  t h e  word 
" c u l t u r e . "  I t  was  n e v e r  a word t o  mean a n y t h i n g  " t o p - l o f t y , "  
o r  " h i g h - f a l u t i n . "  I t  i s  a word  t h a t  means  t h e  w ho le  way 
p e o p l e  l i v e ;  how u s e f u l l y  o r  p r o g r e s s i v e l y .  Or why t h e y  w ere  
n o t  u s e f u l ,  h a p p y  o r  p r o g r e s s i v e .6®
A l s o ,  M c G i l l  i s  c r i t i c a l  o f  p e r s o n s  who u s e  r e s p e c t a b l e  t e rm s  
f o r  s e l f i s h  p u r p o s e s :
V ery  few sw ords  h ave  b e e n  b e a t e n  i n t o  p l o w s h a r e s .  But  a
^^The Atlanta Constitution, June 13, 1962, col. 1, p. 1.
68Ibid.. July 25, 1946, col. 3, p. 8.
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g r e a t  many w ords  h a v e  b e e n  f a s h i o n e d  i n t o  w e a p o n s .  " I l l e g a l "  
i s  s u c h  a w o rd ,  n e w ly  come from t h e  f o r g e s  o f  p r o p a g a n d a  
h a m m e rs .6 9
Aid  t o  e f f e c t i v e n e s s . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c l a r i t y ,  a p p r e c i a t i o n
f o r  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  w o r d s ,  M c G i l l  a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  s t y l e  a n
a i d  t o  s p e e c h  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1952 ,  when a n a l y z i n g
A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n ' s  s p e e c h e s  b e f o r e  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n  i n
C h i c a g o ,  M cG i l l  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h i s  l a n g u a g e .  F i r s t ,
M c G i l l  t o l d  how S t e v e n s o n ,  i n  h i s  w e lcom ing  s p e e c h ,  u s e d  s t y l e  a s  a
t o o l  f o r  d e b a t e :
. . . q u i t e  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  he had s o m e t h i n g  t o  
s a y .  . . .  I t  was  w e l l  w r i t t e n .  I t  was f i l l e d  w i t h  new 
p h r a s e s  w h ic h  gam bo led  l i k e  lambs a t  p l a y  and  w i t h  s h a r p -  
p o i n t e d  s h a f t s  w h i c h  went  i n t o  t h e  h i d e  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  
e l e p h a n t  l i k e  t h e  b a r b s  o f  p i c a d o r s .  He i s  no o r a t o r .  But  
he knows w h a t  he i s  s a y i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  h i s  own w ords  
and  t h o u g h t  s .
A few d a y s  l a t e r ,  M c G i l l  a n a l y z e d  S t e v e n s o n ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  
a d d r e s s ,  c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  command o f  l a n g u a g e  was  an  a s s e t  t o  a p o l i ­
t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e :
H i s  w e lc o m in g  s p e e c h  had  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  His  
a c c e p t a n c e  a d d r e s s  t h r i l l e d  them .  They knew t h e y  had  i n  
A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n  a  man who a p p r o a c h e s  Woodrow W i l s o n  i n  m ind ,  
t h o u g h t  and  command o f  l a n g u a g e .  Some few s a i d  o f  h i s  
a c c e p t a n c e  t h a t  i t  was  p e r h a p s  t o o  h i g h l y  p i t c h e d  f o r  t h e  
a v e r a g e  man.  I t  was  n o t .  The p e o p l e  l i s t e n e d  t o  W i l s o n  and 
u n d e r s t o o d  h im and  b e l i e v e d  i n  h im .  B e c a u s e  a l m o s t  a l l  p o l i ­
t i c i a n s  s p e a k  i n  c l i c h e s  and i n  a d u l l  and  d e a d l y  f o r m u l a  i t  
d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  n o t  welcome
69Ibid.. August 23, 1946, col. 3, p. 12.
70Ibid., July 22, 1952, col. 1, p. 1.
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f r e s h n e s s  o f  p h r a s e  and  t h o u g h t ,  w r i t t e n  by t h e  s p e a k e r  h im ­
s e l f ,  and  n o t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  him by  a  t e am  o f  s p e e c h  w r i t i n g  
g h o s t s .71
Language  i m p r o v e m e n t . F i n a l l y ,  M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  ways  o f  d e v e l ­
o p in g  comnand o f  l a n g u a g e .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l ,  i n  t h e  e x a m p le s  b e l o w ,  i s  
t h i n k i n g  c h i e f l y  o f  w r i t t e n  m e s s a g e s ,  he p r o b a b l y  would  o f f e r  s i m i l a r  
a d v i c e  t o  t h e  o r a t o r .  He recommends  t h a t ,  " t o  make . . . w o rd s  p a i n t
p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  mind  a n d  aw aken  e m o t i o n s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  r e q u i r e s  b o t h  
s w e a t  and a b i l i t y . "7^
P r o b a b l y  d r a w i n g  f rom h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  on a f a r m ,  M c G i l l  s u g ­
g e s t e d  ,
i t  i s  a f i n e  t h i n g  t o  h ave  a n  e a r  f o r  l a n g u a g e  . . . t o  be 
a t e l l e r  o f  t a l e s  . . . who c a n  p u t  i n t o  them th e  l a n g u a g e  
o f  p e r s o n s  and  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  s o i l  and  t h e  p e o p l e .  . . .
About t h e  o n l y  a d v i c e  I  know i s  t o  work  w i t h  w o rd s  and  t o  
t r y  and make them l i v e ;  t o  s e e k  and make th em  move e a s i l y  
a c r o s s  t h e  p a g e s ,  and  t o  c a u s e  them  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  and  t o  
b u i l d  i m a g e s .  Those  who w a i t  f o r  " i n s p i r a t i o n "  w i l l  n e v e r  
w r i t e .  . . . work  i s  t h e  c h i e f  i n g r e d i e n t - - p l u s  a mind t h a t  
n e v e r  g o t  p u t  i n t o  t h e  b u t t e r  mold f rom w h i c h  m os t  o f  t h e  
m in d s  a r e  p r e s s e d - - a  mold w h ic h  makes  t o o  many a f r a i d  t o  be 
d i f f e r e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  c l o t h i n g  and a c t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  t h o u g h t  
and  w o r d s .73
I n  summary,  M c G i l l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  o b s e r v e r  and  c r i t i c  h a s  
c a u s e d  h im t o  e x p r e s s  d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  a b o u t  l a n g u a g e .  He w i l l  a c c e p t  
no e x c u s e  f o r  a " d u l l  a n d  d e a d l y  f o r m u l a . "  O n e ' s  s t y l e  s h o u l d  be 
f r e s h  and  i m a g i n a t i v e .  I f  t h e  c o m m u n ic a to r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  w ork  and 
h a s  a c e r t a i n  a b i l i t y ,  he c a n  n o t  o n l y  d e v e l o p  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t y l e ,
71I b i d . , J u l y  2 8 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1 ,  p .  1.
7^ I b i d . , May 1 ,  1946,  c o l .  3 ,  p.  6 .
7 3 i b j d . .  May 7 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12 .  [ i t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h i s  d i s l i k e  f o r  " m o l d s "  h a s  a f f e c t e d  M c G i l l ' s  l a c k  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n  b o t h  w r i t t e n  and  o r a l  m e s s a g e s . ]
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b u t  a l s o  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  m ak ing  o n e ' s  s p e e c h  more  e f f e c t i v e .  
P u r p o s e f u l n e s s
As o b s e r v e d  many t i m e s ,  M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  p u b l i c  
s p e a k i n g  w e r e  d e r i v e d  f ro m  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e f i e l d .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o r a t i o n s  w h ic h  s e r v e  a n  e n d .  M c G i l l ,  
t h e n ,  i n s i s t s  t h a t  a s p e e c h  s h o u l d  a c c o m p l i s h  a p u r p o s e  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  
t h a t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  be  one c r i t e r i o n  f o r  j u d g i n g  a n  a d d r e s s .
G o a l  o r i e n t e d . W h e th e r  i t  be b e f o r e  a c i v i c  c l u b  o r  g r a d u a t i n g  
s e n i o r s ,  M c G i l l  b e l i e v e s  a s p e e c h  s h o u l d  s e r v e  some p u r p o s e .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  members o f  a n  a u d i e n c e  a l r e a d y  a g r e e  
w i t h  a n  o r a t o r ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be no  t a l k :
Here  o f  l a t e  I  h a v e  managed t o  p r o d u c e  a s l i g h t  c a s e  o f  c u r v a ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  s p i n e  by  s i t t i n g  b e n t  o v e r  a t  l u n c h e o n  and  d i n n e r  
t a b l e s  h e r e  and  t h e r e  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  g i v i n g  a n  a t t e n t i v e ,  
i f  w e a r y ,  e a r  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r s .  My s c h e d u l e  i s  one w h ic h  i n ­
c l u d e s  many v a r i e t i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s  and  s p e e c h e s .  . . . But 
a l w a y s  a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  p l e a s a n t l y  s l e e p y  a f t e r  
t o o  much f o o d ,  w o n d e r i n g  why t h e y  w a s t e  s o  much t im e  on 
o r a t o r y .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  c h u r c h .  O n ly  r a r e l y  i s  t h e r e  
p r e s e n t  a p e r s o n  who h a s  n o t  f o r m a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  
f a i t h . 74
When t h e r e  i s  a  need  f o r  p e r s u a s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p e r s o n  s h o u l d  
s p e a k .  M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r s  s p e a k e r - i n i t i a t i v e  t o  be o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r ­
t a n c e  i n  p o l i t i c s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1952,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  how Dwight  D. 
E i s e n h o w e r  l o s t  v o t e s  i n  t h e  New H am psh i re  p r i m a r y ;  a f a r m e r  s t a t e d ,
" I  l i k e  him [ E i s e n h o w e r ] .  I  t h i n k  he i s  d o i n '  a  good j o b  and  
i s  a f i n e  man .  Maybe I ' d  v o t e  f o r  h im .  But you know s o m e t h i n g ? "
^ Ibid. . April 30, 1950, col. 3, p. 2D.
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"W hat?"  " I  a i n ' t  n e v e r  v o t e d  f o r  a  man t h a t  a i n ' t  a s k e d  me 
t o . "  W i th  t h a t  one s e n t e n c e  he p u t  h i s  f i n g e r  on t h e  g r e a t  
w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  E i s e n h o w e r  c a m p a ig n .  The g e n e r a l  i s n ' t  
h e r e  a s k i n g  f o r  v o t e s . ^
C r i t e r i o n  f o r  j u d g m e n t . M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  a s p e a k e r  c a n  be
e v a l u a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h e t h e r  he a c h i e v e d  a d e s i r e d  r e s p o n s e  c a n
be fo u n d  i n  h i s  c o m p a r a t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t  and
W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l :
I n  o u r  t i m e  we have  had two o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m ove rs  o f  p e o p l e  
t h e  w o r l d  had  known s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  s p e a k e r s  
o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  e m p i r e s  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  Rome . . . F r a n k l i n  
R o o s e v e l t  a n d  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l .  C h u r c h i l l ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  
t h e  b e t t e r ,  y e t  I  am n o t  s u r e  o f  i t .  I  d o n ’ t  know how he 
a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  l i s t e n i n g  p e o p l e .  He was n o t  a b l e  
t o  p e r s u a d e  and  l e a d  h i s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  d a y s  when w ar  was 
c o m in g .  R o o s e v e l t ,  w i t h  a more d i f f i c u l t  p e o p l e ,  w a s . ^
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r s  p u r p o s e f u l n e s s  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t ,
i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  he w ou ld  p l a c e  t o o  much hope  i n  one o r a t i o n  o r
l a b e l  a  man a p o o r  s p e a k e r  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  he  d i d  n o t  w in  a d e s i r e d
r e s p o n s e .  P r o g r e s s  moves t o o  s l o w l y :
.  . . com prom ise  i s  t h e  one  v e h i c l e  w h i c h  moves t h e  w o r l d  and  
s o c i e t y  a l o n g  i n  i t s  i n c h - b y - i n c h  p r o g r e s s .  . . . p r o g r e s s  moves 
l i k e  a n  i n c h -w o r m .  I t  i s  a c c e l e r a t e d  o n l y  when human l i m i t a ­
t i o n s  a r e  r e l a x e d  o r  r e m o v e d . ^
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  com munica­
t i o n .  W h i le  t h e  s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  be o r i g i n a l  i n  e x p r e s s i o n ,  he s h o u ld  
a l s o  s t r i v e  t o  s e r v e  some p u r p o s e .  A l s o ,  i n  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y
75I b i d . . March  10,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.  
76I b i d . . A p r i l  3 ,  1949 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14B. 
77I b i d . . S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3-, p .  2D.
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p e r s o n s  s h o u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  s p e a k  when t h e  n e e d  a r i s e s .  A l t h o u g h  
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  w ou ld  n o t  l a b e l  a s p e a k e r  i n e f f e c t i v e  i f  he f a i l e d  i n  
a  p a r t i c u l a r  a d d r e s s ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  s h o u l d  be  a d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  good 
s p e a k i n g .
Commencement S p e a k i n g
M c G i l l ,  h a v i n g  s p o k e n  t o  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s  on num e rous  o c c a ­
s i o n s ,  h a s  fo rm ed  s t r o n g  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  commencement s p e a k i n g .  He 
b e l i e v e s  commencement s p e a k e r s  s h o u l d  r e v e a l  a c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e ;  he 
o f f e r s  s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  w ha t  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s  s h o u l d  h e a r  
a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  M c G i l l  t e l l s  s p e c i f i c  ways  commencement e x e r c i s e s  c o u l d  
be i m p r o v e d .
S p e a k e r  a t t i t u d e . M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  commencement o r a t o r y
7ftr e q u i r e s  e i t h e r  " g r e a t  h u m i l i t y  o r  c o m p l e t e  e g o c e n t r i c i t y . "  B e c a u se
o l d e r  p e r s o n s  h a v e  had  t h e i r  own d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  l i f e ,  t h e i r  a d v i c e
s h o u l d  be o f f e r e d  w i t h  h u m i l i t y :
. . . I  h a v e  b e e n  m ak ing  a commencement s p e e c h  o r  s o .  . . .
I t  r e q u i r e s  a l o t  o f  one o r  two q u a l i t i e s  t o  make a commence­
ment s p e e c h - - a  l o t  o f  h u m i l i t y  o r  a l o t  o f  g a l l .  An h o n e s t  
p e r s o n  m u s t  have  h u m i l i t y  and  a d m i t  t h a t  a d u l t s  d o n ' t  o f t e n  
p r o v i d e  much i n s p i r a t i o n . ^
S p e e c h  c o n t e n t . What s h o u l d  t h i s  humble  o r a t o r  s ay?  M c G i l l  
r eco m m en d s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a s u r e  f o r m u l a  f o r  
s u c c e s s ,  t h a t  one  p r e s e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  by  w h i c h  t o  l i v e ;
^ I b i d . , June 4, 1949, col. 3, p. 8.
^Ibid., June 1, 1948, col. 3, p. 10.
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A bou t  a l l  you  c a n  s a y  i s  t h a t  i d e a l s ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  h o n e s t y ,  a 
p a s s i o n  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  and  a  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  a 
r e l i g i o u s  d o g m a t i s m ,  a r e  t h e  b e s t  w o r k i n g  t o o l s  t o  t a k e  o u t  
i n t o  l i f e .  T h a t  s o u n d s  c o r n y ,  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  b u t  i t  i s  t r u e .
Few p e r s o n s  c a n  s a y  t h e y  p l a n n e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  be w h a t  t h e y
have  b e c o m e . 80
A l s o ,  commencement m e s s a g e s  s h o u l d  be a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  e r a  i n
w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n :
P r o s p e c t i n g  i n  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s  o f  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  s e rm o n s  
and  commencement a d d r e s s e s  t u r n s  up  more f o o l ' s  g o l d  t h a n  
p u r e  m e t a l .  The w o r l d  c h a n g e s ,  b u t  t h o u g h t s  t e n d  t o  m ark  
t i m e .  An a s t o n i s h i n g  number  o f  s p e a k e r s  u r g e d  s e n i o r s  t o  
" r e t u r n  t o  o l d  b e l i e f s  i n  i d e a l s ,  p r i d e ,  l o y a l t y ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  
d e v o t i o n  a n d  h a r d  w o r k . "  S e n i o r s  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  yawn t h r o u g h  
s u c h  s p e e c h e s .  They  knew t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  o u r  f o u n d ­
i n g  f a t h e r s  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  am oun t  o f  d i s l o y a l t y ,  c h e a t i n g ,  
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  l a c k  o f  i d e a l s .  . . . The b e s t  commencement 
s p e a k e r s  w e re  t h o s e  who w e re  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e - - n o t  w i t h  s u c c e s s ,  and  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h  t h e  m e l a n c h o l y  
l i t a n y  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  o l d  d a y s - - t h e  o l d  d a y s  t h a t  n e v e r  
we r e  . ^
S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t . M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  a 
s p e e c h  i s  t o  be p u r p o s e f u l ,  a  commencement o r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  p r e s e n t e d  
o n l y  when a c o n t r i b u t i o n  c a n  be m ade .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s h o u l d  a s c h o o l  
be  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a s p e a k e r  w i t h  a w o r t h w h i l e  m e s s a g e ,  t h a t  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o u g h t  t o  p l a n  a d i f f e r e n t  p r o g r a m ;
Now, a l a s ,  I  am o f f  t o  make a  commencement s p e e c h  i n  M iam i .  . . .
I  so m e t im e s  t h i n k - - u n l e s s  a c l a s s  may h a v e  a n  A lb e n  B a r k l e y - -  
i t  w o u ld  be b e t t e r  t o  a s s e m b l e  t h e  c l a s s  a n d  l e t  them h e a r  a 
g r e a t  s i n g e r ,  o r  m u s i c i a n ,  h e a r  a  f i n e  symphony ,  o r  w a t c h  a 
m a g n i f i c e n t  b a l l e t - - a n d  t h e n  t o  s a y ,  " L a d i e s  and g e n t l e m e n ,  
l i f e  w i l l  be a  m i x t u r e  o f  j o y  and  o f  s o r r o w ,  o f  s u c c e s s  and
8QIbid.
8^Ibid.. June 27, 1962, col. 1, p. 1.
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f a i l u r e ,  t r y  t o  h o l d  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  b e a u t i f u l  and  g o o d - -  
k e e p  a l w a y s  a  q u e s t i n g  mind and  a f l e x i b l e  o n e - - a n d  may God 
w a l k  w i t h  y o u . ' 1®
I n  1951,  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M c G i l l  made a s e c o n d  s u g g e s t i o n :  
"Maybe t h e y  ( y o u t h )  d o n ' t  n e e d  commencement s p e a k e r s  a t  a 1 1 - - j u s t  
b e t t e r  e x a m p le s  by  a d u l t s . " ® - *
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  i s  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  much o f  t o d a y ' s  commence­
men t  s p e a k i n g .  To im p ro v e  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  M c G i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
s p e a k e r s  a d a p t  t h e i r  m e s s a g e s  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i f e .  They  s h o u l d  n o t  
o n l y  s p e a k  w i t h  h u m i l i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  o f f e r  p r i n c i p l e s  by  w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  
c a n  l i v e .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l  i n s i s t s  t h a t  commencement p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  be 
v a r i e d .
E v a l u a t i o n  o f  R a l p h  M c G i l l 1s S p e e c h  T h e o r y  
Now t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t h e o r y  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l ,  
an  a t t e m p t  w i l l  be made t o  e v a l u a t e  h i s  b a s i c  p r e c e p t s .  M c G i l l ' s  
t e n e t s  grew o u t  o f  lo n g  y e a r s  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  He h a s  r e ­
c o r d e d  h i s  own r e a c t i o n  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t iv e  s i t u a t i o n s .  H is  
p r e c e p t s  w i l l  be j u d g e d  on t h e i r  own m e r i t ,  and  n o t  a s  i f  M c G i l l  had  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  w r i t e  a  c o m p l e t e  t h e o r y  o f  r h e t o r i c .
P h i l o s o p h y  o f  C om m unica t ion
P r o b a b l y  no two s p e e c h  s c h o l a r s  s h a r e  t h e  same p h i l o s o p h y  o f  
s p e e c h ;  T h o n s s e n  and  B a i r d ,  i n  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  b o o k ,  S p e e c h
Q 2 Ibid., June 4, 1949, col. 3, p. 8.
83Ibid.. May 23, 1951, col. 1, p. 1.
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C r i t i c i s m , w e re  s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  own b e l i e f s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  
th em  i n  a " p o s t s c r i p t "  e n t i t l e d ,  "Toward  a P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R h e t o r i c . "  
M c G i l l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  j u d g e d  g e n e r a l l y  upon  
T h o n s s e n  a n d  B a i r d ' s  c r i t e r i a ,  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  w o r k s ,  u n i o n  o f  
r h e t o r i c  and  p o l i t i c s ,  and  r e u n i o n  o f  r h e t o r i c  a n d  e t h i c s . ® ^
C l a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n . W h i le  i t  i s  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  M c G i l l  
h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  c l a s s i c a l  t h e o r i e s ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  f o u n d  no m e n t i o n  
o f  s u c h  s u b j e c t s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  " t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t
Q c
e m p i r e s  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  R om e ."0 Had M c G i l l  b e e n  more  a w a re  o f  c l a s s i ­
c a l  t h e o r i e s ,  he  p r o b a b l y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  more  t h o r o u g h  i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  
r e p o r t e r - c r i t i c ; h o w e v e r ,  h i s  w id e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  j o u r n a l ­
i s m ,  h i s t o r y ,  f i c t i o n ,  and b i o g r a p h y  and  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  
seem t o  have  p r o v i d e d  him w i t h  a sound  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  s p e e c h .
R h e t o r i c  a n d  p o l i t i c s . D raw ing  h i s  s p e e c h  i d e a s  f rom  p e r s o n a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  shows a n  a m a z in g  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  T h o n s s e n  and  B a i r d ’ s 
s e c o n d  c r i t e r i o n ,  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  and  r h e t o r i c  be c l o s e l y  a f f i l i a t e d .  
M c G i l l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d  d e b a t e  a r e  s y n o n ­
ymous w i t h  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s ,  and  w ou ld  c e r t a i n l y  c o n c u r  w i t h  
T h o n s s e n  and  B a i r d ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t ,  " r h e t o r i c  i s  a p r a c t i c a l  a r t .
And t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  man."®*’
® ^ L e s t e r  T h o n s s e n  and  A. C r a i g  B a i r d ,  S p e e c h  C r i t i c i s m  The 
D ev e lo p m en t  o f  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  R h e t o r i c a l  A p p r a i s a l  (New Y ork :  T h e R o n a I d
P r e s s  Company,  1 9 4 8 ) ,  p p .  4 6 6 - 4 7 2 .
®~*The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A p r i l  3 ,  1949,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14B.
®®Thonssen and B a i r d ,  S p e e c h  C r i t i c i s m , p .  467 .
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R h e t o r i c  and  e t h i c s . L i k e  m os t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f s ,  h i s  v iew  
c o n c e r n i n g  a s p e a k e r ' s  i n t e g r i t y  i s  v e r y  p r a c t i c a b l e .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  
some s p e a k e r s  w i l l  make e x a g g e r a t e d  and  d i s h o n e s t  c l a i m s ,  M c G i l l  c o n ­
t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  m os t  e f f e c t i v e  way t o  r e g u l a t e  s u c h  o r a t o r s  i s  by  a u d i ­
e n c e  r e j e c t i o n .  W h i le  t h i s  method  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  
a u d i e n c e ' s  a b i l i t y  and  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  j u d g e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
a  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  p e r m i t  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  i s  a 
v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h .
I m p o r t a n c e  o f  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g  and D e b a te
P e r s o n s  t r a i n e d  i n  s p e e c h  p r o b a b l y  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  M c G i l l ' s  c o n ­
t e n t i o n s  t h a t  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  s p o n s o r  d e b a t e  p r o g r a m s  and  s p e e c h  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  i s  w i s e  i n  u s i n g  f o r e n s i c  t r a i n i n g  
a s  a n  i n d e x  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .
A u d ie n c e
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  w r i t e  a 
s p e e c h  t h e o r y  and  t h a t  h i s  i d e a s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  
c o lu m n ,  h i s  v i e w s  c o n c e r n i n g  a u d i e n c e s  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  t h o r o u g h .  He 
w r i t e s  c o n v i n c i n g l y  o f  how men c a n  be  c o u r a g e o u s ,  b u t  how t h e y  o f t e n  
a r e  a p a t h e t i c  and  l e d  b y  p e r s o n a l  p r e j u d i c e s .  A l s o ,  he  shows c l e a r l y  
how men a r e  a f f e c t e d  by  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  W i t h  t h i s  i n  
m i n d ,  he w r i t e s  m e a n i n g f u l l y  o f  how c o m m u n i c a t o r s  s h o u l d  a d a p t  t h e i r  
m e s s a g e s  t o  t h e  w a n t s ,  n e e d s ,  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  l o y a l i t i e s ,  and  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p .
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S u p p o r t i n g  M a t e r i a  1 a n d  R e a s o n i n g
M c G i l l  i n s i s t s  t h a t  o r a t o r s  u s e  sound  f a c t s  and  v a l i d  r e a s o n i n g .  
I n  h i s  d a i l y  c o lu m n ,  M c G i l l  p r e s e n t s  numerous  e x a m p le s  o f  e x a g g e r a t e d  
c l a i m s ,  h o p i n g  h i s  r e a d e r s  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  r e j e c t  s u c h  
t e c h n i q u e s .  Not o n l y  i s  t h e  o r a t o r  t o  be a c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h e r ,  he 
m u s t  a l s o  g i v e  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  how m a t e r i a l s  a r e  t o  be  p r e ­
s e n t e d ,  For  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  e m p h a s i z e s  how s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  t o  be 
d e l i v e r e d  b o t h  l o g i c a l l y  and  i n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  m a n n e r .
D e l i v e r y
S p e e c h  s c h o l a r s  p r o b a b l y  wou ld  s u p p o r t  M c G i l l ' s  p l e a  f o r  
" p l a i n  t a l k , "  o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l ' s  r e ­
c o m m enda t ion  t h a t  o r a t o r s  s p e a k  w i t h o u t  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o b a b l y  would  win 
s t r o n g  a p p r o v a l  f rom s p e e c h  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n s .
I n h e r e n t  i n  M c G i l l ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  i s  t h e  p r e c e p t  
o f  c r e d i b i l i t y .  He c o n t e n d s  t h a t  s i n c e r i t y  and  h u m i l i t y  a r e  t h e  two 
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  and  c a n  b e s t  be accom ­
p l i s h e d  by  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n q u i r y .  The s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  
be a  " s e e k e r , "  c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  o f f e r i n g  t h e  " a n s w e r s "  t o  c o m p lex  q u e s ­
t i o n s .  B e c a u se  M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r s  good w i l l  t o  be o f  p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
he p r o b a b l y  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  s i n c e r i t y  and  h u m i l i t y  a r e  t r u e  i n d i c e s  o f  
c h a r a c t e r ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he d o e s  n o t  t r e a t  i n t e g r i t y  s e p a r a t e l y .
S t y l e
M c G i l l ,  l i k e  m os t  s p e e c h  s c h o l a r s ,  b e l i e v e s  c l a r i t y  t o  be  a 
p r i m a r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  good s p e e c h .  A b i l i t y  t o  com m unica te  w i t h  a n
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a u d i e n c e  so  t h e y  "know w ha t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t , "  i s  v i t a l  t o  p u b l i c  
s p e a k e r s .  A l s o ,  t o  im prove  o n e ' s  command o f  l a n g u a g e ,  M c G i l l  s a y s  a 
s p e a k e r  o r  w r i t e r  m us t  have  a b i l i t y  and  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  w ork .
P u r p o s e f u l n e s s
M c G i l l ' s  e m p h a s i s  upon  s p e a k e r - i n i t i a t i v e  i s  p r o b a b l y  a good 
t h i n g  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .  He c o n t e n d s  t h a t  o r a t o r s  s h o u l d  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  s p e a k  when t h e  n e e d  a r i s e s ;  s p e e c h e s  s h o u l d  be p u r p o s e f u l .  
A l s o ,  M c G i l l  wou ld  f i n d  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f rom many s p e e c h  s c h o l a r s  i n  
h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  s h o u l d  be one  c r i t e r i o n  upon  w h ic h  
a d d r e s s e s  a r e  e v a l u a t e d .
Commencement S p e a k i n g
S i n c e  no s o u r c e  i s  known w h ic h  t r e a t s  commencement s p e a k i n g  
i n  d e t a i l ,  M c G i l l  may have  made a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  k i n d  o f  o r a t o r y .  
H i s  p r e c e p t s  a r e  b a s e d  on y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  g r a d ­
u a t i n g  c l a s s e s ,  and  g r o u n d e d  i n  common s e n s e .
CHAPTER IV
SPEECH PERSONALITY - SPEECH PREPARATION - DELIVERY
S p e e c h  P e r s o n a l i t y  
R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  p r o b a b l y  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by 
h i s  s p e e c h  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and  d e l i v e r y .  For  e x a m p l e ,  
h i s  s p e e c h  p e r s o n a l i t y  p r o b a b l y  h e l p s  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  k i n d  o f  s p e a k e r  he 
i s .  To d e t e r m i n e  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  p e r s o n a l i t y  and i t s  e f f e c t  u p o n  h i s  
s p e a k i n g  and  h i s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y ,  a n  a n a l y s i s  i s  made h e r e  o f  h i s  
s e r i o u s  n a t u r e ,  h i s  e m o t i o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  h i s  lo v e  f o r  p o l i t i c s  and a 
f i g h t ,  h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  w o r r y i n g ,  and h i s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y .  P e r s o n a l i t y  
i s  u s e d  h e r e  i n  a g e n e r a l  s e n s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  a f f e c t  M c G i l l ' s  
a t t i t u d e s  and  a c t i o n s .
S e r i o u s  N a t u r e
Most  p e r s o n s  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  M c G i l l  a r e  i m p r e s s e d  by  h i s  s t o r m y
c o l l e g i a t e  c a r e e r  and  h i s  c o l o r f u l  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  W h i l e  t h i s  i s
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  l i f e ,  one who s t u d i e s  a l l  o f  M c G i l l ' s
w o rk s  w i l l  be f a r  more  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  e x t r e m e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  h i s
c a r e e r .  I n  1946 ,  M c G i l l  r e f l e c t e d  upon  t h e  s o l e m n i t y  o f  h i s  w ork :
I t  o c c u r s  t o  me I  h a v e  n o t  had  a n y  f u n  i n  a lo n g  t i m e  and  t h a t  
I  p r o b a b l y  have  become a b o r e ,  g o i n g  a b o u t  w i t h  a lo n g  f a c e  
and  a s e r i o u s  s t o r y  on my t o n g u e . The b a n n e r  I  have  b e e n  
c a r r y i n g  h a s  w r i t t e n  upon  i t  t h e  s l o g a n ,  " L i f e  i s  r e a l ,  l i f e  i s  
e a r n e s t . "  . . .  So ,  i f  you  w i l l  p a r d o n  me,  I  w i l l  f o r  a  t i m e ,
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a t  l e a s t ,  go  on p i c k e t i n g  t h e  j o i n t  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b a n n e r  w h ic h  
r e a d s ,  " L i f e  i s  r e a l ,  l i f e  i s  e a r n e s t .
T h i s  s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  a f f e c t s  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g .  When t a l k i n g  
w i t h  t h i s  w r i t e r  a b o u t  a n  o c c a s i o n  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  p l a c e d  M c G i l l  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  t o  be h u m o ro u s ,  he s a i d ,  " I  j u s t  g o t  up and  t r i e d  
t o  be m o d e r a t e l y  f u n n y .  I ' m  n o t  v e r y  good a t  b e i n g  f u n n y .  I  t e l l  
y o u - - l ' m  a s e r i o u s  m inded  s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  I ' m  a f r a i d . " ^
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  h a s  fo u n d  l i f e  t o  be a s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s .  A l ­
t h o u g h  he  l o v e s  p e o p l e  and  e n j o y s  b e i n g  w i t h  th e m ,  M c G i l l  f i n d s  
s t r e n g t h  i n  p r i v a t e  v e n t u r e  and  t h o u g h t .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  p e r s o n ­
a l i t y  i s  u s u a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s ^  b o t h  d e l i v e r y  and  c o n t e n t .
He i s  " n o t  v e r y  good a t  b e i n g  f u n n y . "  J
(
E m o t i o n a 1 N a t u r e
R a l p h  M c G i l l  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  e m o t i o n  and  a d r i v i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  
h u m a n i t y .  W h i le  he  h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n c e a l i n g  h i s  f e e l i n g s ,  he i s  u n ­
w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  p e r s o n a l  p a t h o s  i n  a p p e a l i n g  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e .
H i s  e m o t i o n a l  n a t u r e  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  a n c e s t r y .  "Of 
W elsh  a n d  I r i s h  d e s c e n t ,  I  . . . i n h e r i t e d  . . .  a t e n d e n c y  t o  weep 
o v e r  s a d  m o v i e s ,  g r e a t  p i e c e s  o f  w r i t i n g ,  d r a m a t i c  s t a g e  s c e n e s ,  and  
m o u r n f u l  s o n g s . "  The r e s u l t ,  M c G i l l  s a y s ,  " i s  t o  c o n c e a l  e m o t i o n  
b a d l y . " 4
^A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A u g u s t  4 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  2D.
^Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l  i n  A t l a n t a ,  December  2 9 ,1965.
^Atlanta Constitution, July 17, 1951, col. 1, p. 1.
4Ibid.. May 2, 1947, col, 3, p. 12.
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A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  r e s p o n d s  t o  l i f e  e m o t i o n a l l y ,  he d i s l i k e s  t h e
e x t r a v a g a n t  a p p e a l s  o f  s p e a k e r s ,  and  r e f u s e s  t o  be a p a r t  i n  i t .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  a h e a t e d  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a m p a ig n  i n  G e o r g i a ,  M c G i l l
f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  a p o i n t  when he w r o t e ;
. . .  I  p r e f e r  r e a l  f i g h t i n g  a n d  n o t  e x h i b i t i o n i s m  o r  l o u d ,  
p i o u s  s c r e a m s .  S o ,  f o r  t h e  o n c e ,  I  am a c y n i c .  I  w i l l  g e t  
o v e r  i t .  . . , S o ,  much o f  t h e  p i o u s  w h o o p in g ,  i f  you w i l l  
p a r d o n  me,  makes  me s i c k  t o  t h e  s tom ach . '*
M c G i l l  a l s o  t r i e s  t o  l i m i t  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l  i n  h i s  own w r i t i n g  and 
s p e a k i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  he s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  l i k e  t o  become t o o  " p e r s o n a l . "
He w r o t e ,  " I  d i s l i k e  a l w a y s  t o  w r i t e  p e r s o n a l l y  o f  f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s . " ^  
R e c a l l i n g  a m e m o r ia l  he had  a t t e n d e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  s t u d e n t s  who had  g i v e n  
t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  Second  W or ld  War,  M c G i l l  s t a t e d ,  " I  n e v e r  l i k e  t o  
r e v e a l  p e r s o n a l  e m o t i o n s  on t h i s  p a g e  [ o f  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ] o r  
a n y w h e re  e l s e . " ^
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  b u r n s  w i t h  e m o t i o n ,  b u t  d i s l i k e s  r e v e a l i n g  p e r ­
s o n a l  f e e l i n g s .  Most  i m p o r t a n t ,  f o r  h i s  s p e a k i n g ,  he made i t  c l e a r  
t h a t  he w ou ld  n o t  s e l l  h i s  e m o t i o n a l  n a t u r e  i n  p u b l i c ;
My im m e d i a t e  C o n f e d e r a t e  a n c e s t o r s ,  and  my W elsh  a n c e s t r y ,  
w h i c h  c a u s e  me t o  weep o v e r  s a d  p i c t u r e s ,  bo o k s  and  l o s t  
c a u s e s ,  a r e  s o  much a p a r t  o f  me t h a t  when I  s a t  down t o  
w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  P h i l ­
a d e l p h i a  C o n v e n t i o n  [ i n  1948]  I  was so  e m o t i o n a l l y  u p s e t  I  
h a d  t r o u b l e  w r i t i n g  i t  f a s t  e n o u g h .  But t h a t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  
me,  and  i t  i s  n o t  f o r  s a l e ,  and  I  do  n o t  u s e  i t  f o r
^ I b l d . . J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14C. 
^ I b i d . , A u g u s t  9,  1 9 4 6 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14. 
^ I b i d . .  May 2 0 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
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s t r e e t - w a l k i n g  s o l i c i t a t i o n  i n  my t r a d e .  I t  b e l o n g s  t o  me 
and  I  h o n o r  i t  a s  m i n e .  I  do n o t  o f f e r  i t  s h a m e l e s s l y  i n  
t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e . ®
Love f o r  P o l i t i c s  a n d  a  F i g h t
To u n d e r s t a n d  why M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s p e a k  and  w r i t e  i n  f a c e
o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  and  p e r s o n a l  a b u s e ,  one m us t  d i s c o v e r  a n o t h e r  a s p e c t
o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  He h a s  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  s e l f  c o n t r o l ,  e n j o y s
a good f i g h t ,  r e c u p e r a t e s  q u i c k l y ,  f e e l s  a s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
and  becom es  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h i s  w o rk .
W i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  would  r e q u i r e  g r e a t  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y
and  s e l f  c o n t r o l  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  M c G i l l ’ s d a i l y  r o u t i n e .
I n  1949 ,  he w r o t e ;
I t  n e v e r  o c c u r s  t o  me t h a t  my d a i l y  r o u t i n e  i s  o f  a n y  s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  a v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d  h a s  l e f t  e m o t i o n a l l y  e x h a u s t e d  
s a y i n g  he wou ld  c r a c k - u p  u n d e r  i t .  D u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  my w i f e  
had  anonymous  l e t t e r s  a b u s i n g  me,  one s u g g e s t i n g  I  was i n  l o v e  
w i t h  a n o t h e r  l a d y ,  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  d r u n k  was a b u s i v e  o v e r  t h e  
phone  and  s t i l l  o t h e r s  c a l l e d  up  f o r  a d v i c e  and  h e l p  i n  how t o  
g e t  o f f  t h e  s t u f f .  K l u x e r s ,  a c t i n g  on o r d e r s ,  t r i e d  t o  sm ear  
me,  w i t h  a s t u p i d  l i e ,  and  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n s  c a l l e d  t o  c o m p l a i n  
o r  p r a i s e  comments  on p o l i t i c s .  P e o p l e  s o u g h t  h e l p  g e t t i n g  
j o b s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  m a i l  c o n t i n u e s  h e a v y  and  o f f i c e  c a l l e r s  
a r e  a t  an  a l l - t i m e  h i g h  w i t h  comment a n d  p r o p o s a l s ,  g o o d ,  bad  
and  a m u s i n g .  Many o f  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  c a l l s  and  c a l l e r s  a r e  
w o n d e r f u l .  I t  h a d  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me i t  was a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  
t h a n  n o r m a l .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  l i k e  t h a t .  . , . My w ork  and  my 
l i f e  h ave  b e e n ,  and  a r e ,  a l o t  o f  f u n .  I  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  a man 
who d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  who 
a v o i d s  them o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  " b o t h e r e d . "  I t  n e v e r  o c c u r s  
t o  me t h a t  a n y o n e  d i s l i k e s  me f o r  i t  and  I  n e v e r  met a n y o n e  I  
d i d n ' t  l i k e ,  i n  a t  l e a s t  some d e g r e e .  I  l i k e  n e w s p a p e r  w ork  
a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  had  a d a y  when I  w a s n ' t  e a g e r  t o  go  t o  w o rk .
T h e r e  have  b e e n  d a y s ,  t o  be s u r e ,  when I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  i t ,  
b u t  n e v e r  a  d a y  I  d i d n ' t  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  work  w i t h
8Ibid■. July 30, 1948, col. 3, p. 8.
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p l e a s u r e .  I t  r a r e l y  seems s t r e n u o u s ,  and m o s t  o f  i t  i s  f u n .
I f  I  c r a c k  up I  w i l l  be t h e  m os t  s u r p r i s e d  o f  a l l . ^
E m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  when s p e a k i n g  f a c e - t o - f a c e  w i t h
an  a u d i e n c e .  M c G i l l  i n d i r e c t l y  t e l l s  how h i s  a u d i t o r s  o f t e n  r e a c t
when he i s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  s p e a k ,  b u t  " i t  s t i l l  i s  f u n " :
T h e r e  a r e  t i m e s ,  I  a s s u m e ,  when a n y o n e  d o i n g  a d a i l y  co lumn 
w i s h e s  he  w ere  a n a t u r e  w r i t e r .  . . . When t h e s e  w r i t e r s  
a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  l u n c h e o n  c l u b s  e v e r y o n e  s m i l e s  s w e e t l y .  . .
No one e v e r  f r o w n s  and  w h i s p e r s  t o  h i s  n e i g h b o r ,  " I  h e a r  he 
i s  a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  l e f t  when i t  comes t o  R o o s e v e l t  and  h i s  
i d e a s . "  A f e l l o w  who d o e s  a d a i l y  p i e c e  w h ic h  g o e s  down i n  
t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  and  w a l k s  a b o u t ,  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a r g u m e n t s  and  
t a k i n g  a p a r t  i n  a b r a w l  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  H is  j o b  
i s  somewhat r e m i n d f u l  o f  one w h ic h  u s e d  t o  be i n  vogue  a t  t h e  
o l d - f a s h i o n e d  c a r n i v a l s .  A f e l l o w  w ou ld  s t i c k  h i s  h e a d  
t h r o u g h  a  h o l e  i n  a l a r g e  s h e e t  o f  c a n v a s .  F o r  a  n i c k e l ,  you 
c o u l d  t h r o w  t h r e e  b a s e b a l l s  a t  h i s  h e a d .  . . . m o s t  o f  t h e  
d a y s  I  l o v e  i t  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  my h ead  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a n v a s  and 
e v e r y o n e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  pay  h i s  f i v e  c e n t s  and  th r o w  t h r e e  
b a s e b a l l s  a t  s a i d  h e a d .  . . . And,  e v e n  t h o u g h  now and  t h e n  
one o f  t h e  m i s s i l e s  h i t s  you s q u a r e  i n  t h e  n o s e ,  i t  s t i l l  i s  
f u n .  At l e a s t  t o  me.  I  a l w a y s  h ave  t r o u b l e  n o t  w o r k i n g  up 
a s o r t  o f  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  t o u g h e r  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  t h e  o n es  
t h a t  f i g h t  b a c k  t h e  h a r d e s t . ^
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a m a z in g  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  and 
s e l f  c o n t r o l ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  r e s p e c t i n g  t h o s e  who " f i g h t  b a c k  
t h e  h a r d e s t . "  How i s  he a b l e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  h i s  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  and 
a c t i o n s ?  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r  p u b l i c  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  b e ­
c a u s e  he c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  t o  be t h e  o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h .  S e c o n d ,  
M c G i l l  somehow h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  " r o l l  w i t h  t h e  p u n c h e s . "  T h i r d ,  he c o n ­
s i d e r s  i t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n s .
^Ibid. . January 28, 1949, col. 3, p. 14.
1QIbid.. July 17, 1946, col. 3, p. 6.
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F i n a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  be n o t e d  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n ­
t r o l  h i m s e l f  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ,  he  i s  u n a b l e  t o  r e m a i n  d e t a c h e d  e m o t i o n ­
a l l y  f rom  i s s u e s  and  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w i t h  w h ic h  he becomes  i n v o l v e d .
M c G i l l  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  p e r s o n s  who a d v o c a t e  I g n o r i n g  c o n t r o v e r ­
s i a l  i s s u e s .  S o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  c a n  o n l y  be s o l v e d  by  a  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g e t  "muddy" :
T h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  t h o s e  who s a y  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y  i s  a  " h u s h -  
h u s h "  p o l i c y .  And t h a t  t h e  l e a s t  you s a y  a b o u t  c r a c k p o t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e  b e t t e r .  I  c a n  i m a g in e  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  
u n d e r  w h ic h  t h a t  m i g h t  be t r u e .  But  m o s t l y  I  go a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  p o l i c y  o f  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e r e  and  f i r i n g  b o t h  b a r r e l s - -  
a f t e r  you  have  s o m e t h i n g  t o  f i r e .  . . .  To f i g h t  them you 
have  g o t  t o  g e t  i n  t h e i r  g u t t e r  and f i g h t  w i t h  some o f  t h e i r  
w e a p o n s .  I n c l u d i n g  mud,  i f  t h e y  u s e  i t .  Y o u 'v e  g o t  t o  be 
h i g h l y  I m p o l i t e  and  you h a v e  g o t  t o  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  them .  
Y o u 'v e  g o t  t o  c a l l  names and  know s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e i r  r e c o r d s .
The p l e a s a n t  f a c t  i s  t h e y  a l w a y s  h a v e  r e c o r d s .  But  t h e  p o i n t  
i s ,  you  c a n ' t  be a f r a i d  o f  th e m .  They  w i l l  t r y  t o  sm ear  you 
and  e v e r y t h i n g  you  s a y .  They  w i l l  t r y  t o  t e r r o r i z e  y o u r  f a m i l y  
and  a n n o y  you w i t h  anonymous  c a l l s .  T h a t  i s n ' t  i m p o r t a n t  i f  
you  know how t o  s h r u g  i t  o f f  and  r e g a r d  i t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  game.*'*'
T h i s  a b i l i t y  " t o  s h r u g  i t  o f f "  a l s o  e n a b l e s  M c G i l l  t o  w i t h s t a n d
t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  H i s  lo v e  f o r  a f i g h t ,  p l u s  h i s  lo n g
y e a r s  o f  e x p o s u r e  i n  p u b l i c  h a v e  e n a b l e d  M c G i l l  t o  r o l l  w i t h  a p u n c h ,
w i t h s t a n d  b r u i s e s ,  and  t o  r e c u p e r a t e  q u i c k l y .  Even s o ,  M c G i l l  becomes
p e r s o n a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h o s e  he  s u p p o r t s :
P a r t i s a n  c a m p a ig n s  a r e  h a r d  on t h e  a r t e r i e s  a n d  a r e  p r o d u c t i v e  
o f  a t  l e a s t  i n c i p i e n t  s to m a c h  u l c e r s .  I f  I  am on s o m e o n e ' s  
s i d e  I  s u f f e r  e a c h  b low s t r u c k  a t  him and  I  a g o n i z e  o v e r  e a c h  
d a y ' s  p r o g r e s s .  . . .  I  am n o t  by n a t u r e  n o n p a r t i s a n .  I  l i k e  
a p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t  a s  some p e r s o n s  l i k e  c a k e  o r  p i e .  A p o l i t i ­
c a l  c a m p a ig n  t o  me i s  e a s i l y  t h e  m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g  and a b s o r b i n g  
e v e n t  w h ic h  o u r  s o c i e t y  p r o d u c e s .  And I  l i k e  t o  be i n  t h e r e
**Tbid., December 12, 1946, col. 3, p. 12,
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w h ere  t h e  p l o t t i n g  a n d  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a r e  t h i c k e s t ;  t o  f i n d  
c i g a r e t t e  and  c i g a r  s m o k e - f i l l e d  rooms more  e x h i l a r a t i n g  t h a n  
t h e  p u r e  a i r  o f  m o u n t a i n  t o p s .  I  l i k e  t h r o w i n g  p u n c h e s  and  
r o l l i n g  w i t h  them .  I  do n o t  b r u i s e  e a s i l y .  The b l a c k  and 
b l u e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  b low s  g o e s  away i n  a few d a y s .
M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he d o e s  n o t  f i g h t  j u s t  t o  be 
f i g h t i n g .  One r e a s o n  he i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n a t i o n a l  d i a ­
lo g u e  on s o c i a l  i s s u e s  i s  b e c a u s e  he c o n s i d e r s  i t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  do  s o .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c t i n g  p u r p o s e f u l l y  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  M c G i l l ' s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  why he t o o k  no  p a r t i c u l a r  s i d e  i n  G e o r g i a  e l e c t i o n s  
i n  1948:
I t  seems a  l i t t l e  odd t o  be  o u t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  r i n g  and  n o t  i n  
t h e r e  f i g h t i n g ;  r o l l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p u n c h e s  and  t a k i n g  a n  o c c a ­
s i o n a l  o n e .  But  i t  i s  c o m f o r t i n g ,  i n  a  w ay ,  i f  l e s s  e x c i t i n g ,  
t o  t r y  h o n e s t l y  t o  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  w h o le  com m un i ty ;  n o t  t o  h ave  
a l l e g i a n c e s  t o  p a r t y  names o r  s l o g a n s  . . . a f t e r  a l l ,  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  i s  some g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e  a t  s t a k e ,  t h e  h i g h e r  d u t y  would  
seem t o  be  t o  r e m a i n  a l o o f  and  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  w h o le  commun­
i t y  . . .  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e b a t e ,  t a l k ,  w r i t e  and  d i s c u s s - -  
and  t h a t  i s  w h e re  a  n e w s p a p e r  comes i n . ^
R e g a r d l e s s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  s e l f  c o n t r o l ,  l o v e  
f o r  a f i g h t ,  and  s e n s e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n ,  h i s  p r i v a t e  r e a c t i o n s  t o  h e a t e d  
d i s c u s s i o n  i s  n o t  so  w e l l  d i s c i p l i n e d .  M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  w i n ,  and  
d o e s n ' t  l o s e  e a s i l y .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  b a s i c  e m o t i o n a l  n a t u r e ,  
M c G i l l  becomes  a p a r t  o f  a l l  he s u p p o r t s .  I n  1946 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,
M c G i l l  t o o k  i t  p e r s o n a l l y  when h i s  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  o f  G e o r g i a  
l o s t :
S i n c e  I  was i n  t h e r e  w i t h  my c o a t  o f f  s w i n g i n g  a s  h a r d  a s  I  
c o u l d  . . . t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  . . .  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  who w ou ld
l^Ibid., September 8, 1948, col. 3, p. 10.
^ Ibid. . August 22, 1948, col. 3, p. 2D.
112
l i k e  t o  know how i t  w en t  w i t h  me.  I t  w en t  h a r d .  I t  made me 
f e e l  p r e t t y  s i c k .  I t  was a b i t t e r  p i l l  t o  s w a l l o w .  T h e r e  
was v e r y  l i t t l e  s u g a r ,  i f  a n y ,  on i t . . . . I  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  
l o s e .  . . . L o s i n g  g o e s  a w f u l l y  h a r d  w i t h  me.  But I  was  on 
t h e  l o s i n g  s i d e .  I  d i d  a l l  I  c o u l d .  I t  w a s n ' t  e n o u g h .  And 
t h a t ' s  how I  f e l t .  I  hope  t h a t  c o v e r s  i t .  4
A W o r r i e r
M c G i l l  h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  w e a t h e r  p u b l i c  e x p o s u r e ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  
w o r r y .  B e c a u se  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  i s s u e s  and  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  
he  i s  u n a b l e  t o  l e a v e  h i s  c o n c e r n  a t  t h e  o f f i c e .  The same i s  t r u e  
w i t h  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  a c t i v i t y .  He w o r r i e s  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  h i s  s p e e c h e s .
Though M c G i l l  may n o t  b r u i s e  e a s i l y ,  he i s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  men.  He i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  " w a l k  among men" w i t h o u t  becom ing  p e r ­
s o n a l l y  c o n c e r n e d :
B u t ,  I  do n o t  h a v e  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  l e a v e  p r o b l e m s  a t  t h e  
o f f i c e .  I  t a k e  th em  home. I  wake i n  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  them .
T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i f  i t  be t h e  t r o u b l e s  i n v o l v i n g  some 
p e r s o n  who n e e d s  a n  im m e d i a t e  s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  a r g u e ,  
n e c e s s a r i l y ,  t h a t  I  am s e n s i t i v e  o r  k i n d h e a r t e d .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  
I  am. B u t ,  i t  i s  m e r e l y  t o  s a y  t r o u b l e s  o f  o t h e r s  t r o u b l e  
me.  . . . You wake and  remember  th em  a l l ,  w o n d e r i n g  how t h e i r  
d e s t i n i e s  w o r k e d ;  how many e s c a p e d ,  how many w ere  t r a p p e d .
And t h e y  l e a v e  you w e a r y  and  d e p r e s s e d  and  s l e e p l e s s  w h i l e  you 
w o n d e r .15
M c G i l l  w r o t e ,  " I  am n o t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p t i m i s t .  I  am a w o r r i e r  and a
16d r e a d e r  a n d  a  f r e t t e r  . . . "  Once a g a i n ,  t h e  p o o r  C a l v i n i s t s  w e re  
b lam ed  f o r  t h i s  b l i g h t .  " I  know w o r r y  and  t h e  r e m o r s e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e .
14Ibid.. July 19, 1946, col. 3, p. 10.
^ Ibid. . July 23, 1949, col. 3, p. 6.
16Ibid.. January 2, 1950, col. 3, p. 20.
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The h o t  b r e a t h  o f  C a l v i n  o f t e n  I s  a b low  t o r c h  on t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e
17p a n t s  o f  my I m m o r t a l  s o u l . "
C o n c e r n  f o r  m ank ind  i s  n o t  o n l y  p r a c t i c e d  by  M c G i l l ,  he  b e ­
l i e v e s  t h i s  t o  b e  a n  i n d e x  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  " E m o t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  
human l i f e  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  one m os t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m a rk  o f  a c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n  and  c i v i l i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A l l  o f  u s - - g o v e r n m e n t s  and i n d i -  
v i d u a l s - - m u s t  h a v e  a n  e m o t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e . " 1®
How d o e s  M c G i l l ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  men and  i s s u e s  a f f e c t  h i s
s p e a k in g ?  He w o r r i e s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  " a d e q u a t e "  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r
a u d i e n c e  and  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  s p e e c h  i s  o v e r ,  w h e t h e r  he r e p r e s e n t e d
h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s  e f f e c t i v e l y .  I n  1 9 4 9 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  s t a y e d  up
h a l f  t h e  n i g h t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  im p ro v e  a commencement a d d r e s s  t o  be
d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M iam i .  A p p r e h e n s i o n  o v e r  t h e  m e ss a g e
i n t e r r u p t e d  h i s  s l e e p ;
I  a c c e p t e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f rom  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Miami t o  make 
t h e  commencement a d d r e s s .  . . .  I  do  not  know how t o  make 
t a l k s  and  I  a d m i t  t o  b e i n g  so  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h i s  one t h a t  I  
d i d  n o t  s l e e p  much t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  I  k e p t  w a k in g  u p ,  t h i n k ­
i n g  a b o u t  i t .  O nce ,  a t  3 o ’ c l o c k ,  I  g o t  up  and  c u t  t h e  s p e e c h
by  f o u r  p a r a g r a p h s . . . .  I t  was  t h e  s o r t  o f  s p e e c h  I  had  
a l w a y s  w a n te d  t o  m a ke ,  t o  s a y ;  " L a d i e s  and  g e n t l e m e n ,  n o  one 
c a n  t e l l  you  a n y t h i n g  f o r  s u r e .  You h a v e  g o t  t o  f i n d  o u t  f o r  
y o u r s e l v e s .  T r y  t o  t a k e  w i t h  you  t h e  b e s t  w o r k i n g  t o o l s  you  
c a n  g e t ,  among them b e i n g  t h e  s i m p l e  v i r t u e s  o f  h o n e s t y  and
c o u r a g e . "  But  I  was h a p p y  t o  be  done  w i t h  i t .
M c G i l l  I n e v i t a b l y  becom es  w ra p p e d  up  i n  t h e  s p e e c h ,  I s s u e s ,  a n d
17Ibid.. February 18, 1947, col. 3, p. 8.
18Ibid.. April 22, 1952, col. 1, p. 1.
^Ibjd.. June 9, 1949, col. 3, p. 14.
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o c c a s i o n .  He w r o t e  o f  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  a r a d i o  p ro g ram  i n  New York:
The Town H a l l  b r o a d c a s t  was o v e r  and  I  had s e e n  one o f  my 
f a v o r i t e  p e r s o n s ,  S e n .  C a r l  H a t c h ,  o f f  t o  a l a t e  t r a i n ,  I  
w a l k e d  f o r  a h a l f  h o u r  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  t e n s i o n  and  e x c i t e ­
ment o f  d e b a t e ,  and  t u r n e d  f i n a l l y  t o  my h o t e l .
I n  t e l l i n g  t h i s  w r i t e r  o f  h i s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  s p e a k i n g ,  M c G i l l  r e ­
v e a l e d  t h a t  h i s  n e r v o u s n e s s  u s u a l l y  w en t  away once  he  b e g a n  s p e a k i n g .  
A l s o ,  he a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a " l i t t l e "  n e r v o u s n e s s  may be a n  a s s e t :
I ' m  i n  no s e n s e  a n  o r a t o r .  . . .  I  g e t  n e r v o u s  a b o u t  e a c h  
one o f  them ,  b u t  t h i s  g o e s  away once  you g e t  g o i n g .  And I  
t h i n k  i t 1s a  good  i d e a ,  m aybe ,  t o  be  . . . f e e l  a l i t t l e  
t e n s e  a b o u t  i t .  S o m e t im e s ,  i n  s p e a k i n g  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y  
a u d i e n c e ,  you g e t  a f e e l i n g  o f  w o r r y ,  w h e t h e r  you  a r e  g o i n g  
t o  be a d e q u a t e . I  remember  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
K e n tu c k y  one y e a r ,  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  a n d ,  a  few o f  t h e s e  
t h a t  you p r e p a r e  f o r ,  and  t h e n  you g e t  w o r r i e d  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
i s  c o r r e c t  o r  n o t ,  and  t r y  t o  e d i t  i t  a s  you go a l o n g .
Somet im es  
you d o n ' t
P r o b a b l y  t h e  mos t  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  M c G i l l  h a s  g i v e n  o f  a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  s p e e c h  and  h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  was h i s  
co lumn c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  t a l k  a t  S p e l l m a n  C o l l e g e ,  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .  T h i s
s t a t e m e n t  r e v e a l s  two i m p o r t a n t  t r a i t s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  F i r s t ,
he i s  u n a b l e  t o  d i v o r c e  h i m s e l f  f rom  t h e  i s s u e s  and  t h e  s p e a k i n g  s i t u a ­
t i o n .  A l s o ,  t h o u g h  he d o e s  w o r r y  a b o u t  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  he c o n t i n u e s  t o  
s p e a k :
A n i g h t  a g o  I  was on a fo rum p ro g ra m  d i s c u s s i n g  c i v i l  l i b e r ­
t i e s .  I t  was  a n  i n t e r r a c i a l  fo ru m .  . . .  I  go  t h r o u g h  a 
c u r i o u s  s o r t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  I  d o n ' t  know why I  a c c e p t .  I  am, i t  seem s ,  c u r s e d  w i t h
you f e e l  you  h ave  b r o u g h t  i t  o f f ,  and  a few t i m e s
2 ° I b i d . . May 19,  1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
21 Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 29, 1965.
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a c e r t a i n  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I  go  t o  t h e s e  h i g h l y  c o n ­
t r o v e r s i a l  p r o g r a m s  f e e l i n g  l i k e  a s a c r i f i c i a l  lamb.  Some­
t i m e s  I  g e t  my t h r o a t  c u t  and  b a r b e c u e d .  At o t h e r  t i m e s ,  I  
manage t o  come o u t  o f  i t  i n t a c t .  B u t ,  t h e r e  i s  no  r e a l  p r o f i t  
i n  i t .  . . . X go w e a r i l y  home, t i p t o e  i n  n o t  t o  awaken  t h e  
s l e e p i n g ,  and  t h i n k  i t  o v e r  w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  a g l a s s  o f  m i l k  o r  
s o  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  j a n g l i n g  n e r v e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e ­
l y ,  t h e  good L ord  g a v e  me no s h a r e  o f  o m n i s c i e n c e .  T h e r e  a r e  
t h o s e  who have  i t .  I n  a  w ay ,  I  en v y  them .  . . .  I  a c c e p t  
i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  b e c a u s e  i t  seems t o  me 
someone o u g h t  t o  do  s o .  T h e re  i s  a s e n s e  o f  d u t y  . . . w h ic h  
seems t o  me t o  demand i t .  So I  go and  l a t e r  i n  t h e  n i g h t ,  
l e t t i n g  my wounds  be s o o t h e d  w i t h  m i l k ,  I  r e s o l v e  " n e v e r  a g a i n . "  
B u t ,  come a n o t h e r  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a r g u e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s ,  and  t h e  
imp,  w h ic h  a t  l e a s t  w e a r s  t h e  d i s g u i s e  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  w h i s ­
p e r s  i n  my e a r :  " I t ' s  y o u r  d u t y , "  S o ,  I  a c c e p t .  And b e g i n  t o
w o r r y  a n d  f r e t .  . . . So ,  I  go and t a l k  and  go home w i t h  my 
b r u i s e s ,  d r i n k  my m i l k  and  r e s o l v e  " n e v e r  a g a i n , "  a s  n e r v e s  
j a n g l e  and  s l e e p  i s  d e l a y e d .  B u t ,  a l w a y s  t h e r e  seems a n o t h e r  
t i m e .  . . .  I t  i s n ' t  t o o  c o m f o r t a b l e .22
McGi1 1 '  s R o l e  i n  S o c i e t y
M c G i l l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  h e l p s  d e t e r m i n e  h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  s o c i a l  
i s s u e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  M c G i l l ' s  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  p u b l i c  
p r o b l e m s  and  d e f i n e s  h i s  r o l e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h o s e  a t t i t u d e s .
W h i l e  M c G i l l  o f t e n  makes " q u i c k  d e c i s i o n s "  and  i s  d e v o t e d  
t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  h e  t r i e s  t o  be o b j e c t i v e  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  
w i t h  p u b l i c  i s s u e s .  T h re e  a t t i t u d e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a f f e c t  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  h i s  s p e a k i n g .  F i r s t ,  he a t t e m p t s  t o  v ie w  a l l  s i d e s  o f  a n  
i s s u e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  a d e c i s i o n .  S e c o n d ,  M c G i l l  c o n s i d e r s  i t  i m p o r ­
t a n t  f o r  one t o  be  w i l l i n g  t o  c h an g e  h i s  m in d .  F i n a l l y ,  h i s  a c t i o n s  
a r e  t e m p e r e d  w i t h  p a t i e n c e .
M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  w e i g h  a r g u m e n t s  and  e v i d e n c e  on a l l  s i d e s  o f  a
^ Atlanta Constitution. February 29, 1949, col. 3, p. 2D.
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c o n t r o v e r s y  p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  a p u b l i c  s t a n d .  R a d i c a l s ,  b o t h  t o  M c G i l l ' s  
r i g h t  and  l e f t ,  o f t e n  a r e  f r u s t r a t e d  o r  a n g e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  w i l l i n g ­
n e s s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  v a l i d  a r g u m e n t s  and  c o m p e t e n t  a g e n t s  on o p p o s i n g  
s i d e s .  M c G i l l ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h a s  b i t t e r l y  q u a r r e l e d  w i t h  f e l l o w  G e o r g i a n ,  
Roy H a r r i s ,  f o r m e r  n a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W h i te  C i t i z e n s  C o u n c i l .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  M c G i l l  d o e s  n o t  h a t e  h im ,  b u t  i s  a b l e  t o  r e s p e c t  h i s  
a b i l i t y  a s  a f i g h t e r .  A f t e r  e x p r e s s i n g  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i n  p u b l i c ,  M c G i l l  
had  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n :
I  w r o t e  a  p i e c e  a b o u t  Mr.  H a r r i s  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a g o  i n  w h i c h  I  
s a i d  he  was  e a s i l y  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c i a n  i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a t i o n .  T h i s  c a u s e d  me t o  be a b u s e d  by a number  o f  p e r s o n s  
who w i s h e d  t o  know why I  was  l a u d i n g  s u c h  a p o l i t i c a l  " m e n a c e . "
W e l l ,  I  was  n o t  e n d o r s i n g  Mr.  H a r r i s '  w o r k s .  . . . Bu t  I  a l w a y s  
r e s p e c t  c h a m p i o n s ,  and  Mr.  H a r r i s  i s  a  champ.  I  a l s o  wou ld  be 
l e s s  t h a n  h o n e s t  i f  I  d i d  n o t  s a y  t h a t  I  l i k e  h im  p e r s o n a l l y ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  v i o l e n t l y  d i s a g r e e i n g  w i t h  h im ,  o f t e n  and  p u b l i c l y .
I  g o t  t o  l i k i n g  him t h e  d a y s  when we w e re  f i g h t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  
e l e c t  E l l i s  A r n a l l  G o v e r n o r .  I n  t h e  l a s t  m o n th  o f  t h e  c a m p a ig n  
I  was w i t h  Mr.  H a r r i s  c o n s t a n t ’ . E l l i s  A r n a l l  w o u l d n ' t  h ave
M c G i l l ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  l o y a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  e v e n  w i t h i n  t h e
r a n k s  o f  h i s  own n e w s p a p e r :
He n o t  o n l y  p e r m i t s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  f rom  h i s  a i d e s ,  he  e n c o u r a g e s  
i t . An a r d e n t  D e m o c ra t  a n d  a w h o l e h e a r t e d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
s u p p o r t e r  o f  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t ,  b o t h  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  e d i t o r ­
i a l l y ,  he  h i r e d  some y e a r s  a g o  a young  man f ro m  S a v a n n a h  who 
was  known t o  h a v e  R e p u b l i c a n  l e a n i n g s  a n d  was  s u s p e c t  o f  b e i n g ,  
i n  t h e  M c G i l l  p h r a s e ,  " a  m o s s b a c k  r e a c t i o n a r y . "  The young  man,  
W i l l i a m  H. F i e l d s ,  a d v a n c e d  r a p i d l y  , . . n o t  b e c a u s e  he t a c t ­
f u l l y  s u p p r e s s e d  v i e w s  c o u n t e r  t o  t h o s e  o f  h i s  b o s s  b u t  b e c a u s e  
he a d v a n c e d  them  b o l d l y  and  a r g u e d  them w i t h  a s h a r p  and  c a u s t i c
b e e n  e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  h im . ,
C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , c o n f i r m e d
^ Ibid. . February 20, 1947, col. 3, p. 10.
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i n t e l l i g e n c e  w h ic h  d e l i g h t e d  M c G i l l .  I n  t i m e s  o f  g r e a t  e d i t o r ­
i a l  c r u s a d e s  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a f f  h a s  a l w a y s  had  members who 
w e r e  i n  m a rke d  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a n n o u n c e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  
p a p e r ,  and  i t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  be 
s i n i s t e r  b o r e r s  f rom  w i t h i n .  . . he welcom ed th em  a s  s o r t  o f
f r i e n d l y  w h e t s t o n e s  on w h ic h  t o  s h a r p e n  t h e  edge  o f  h i s  own 
a r g u m e n t s  a n d  p e r s u a s i o n s . ^
T h e r e  i s  a s e c o n d  a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  p e r m e a t e s  M c G i l l ' s  p u b l i c  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t ,  " a  man h a s  a r i g h t  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  
m i n d . " ^  On November 2 8 ,  1952 ,  and  a g a i n ,  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  same c o lu m n ,  
December  10 ,  1960 ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  o f  h i s  p r i d e  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a l t e r  
h i s  t h i n k i n g :
Once I  f i g u r e d  up  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  number o f  w ords  I  had  w r i t t e n ,  
and  t h a t  made me t h e  more  h u m b l e .  The t o t a l  r a n  i n t o  t h e  m i l l i o n s .  
I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  y e a r s  many o f  my i d e a s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  I  
h a v e  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  w i t h  p r i d e  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o d a y  I  f i n d  i t  
e a s y  t o  c h a n g e  my mind  when c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  r e a s o n s  t o  do  s o .  A 
p h i l o s o p h e r  once  d e c l a r e d  "a  f o o l i s h  c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  t h e  h o b g o b l i n  
o f  l i t t l e  m i n d s . "  A p e r s o n  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a r n  a s  he g o e s  
a l o n g .  I f  one l e a r n s  t h e n  one c h a n g e s  o n e ' s  m i n d .  I t  i s  q u i t e  
i n e v i t a b l e ,26
Y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  i n f l u ­
e n c e d  M c G i l l ' s  t h i r d  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t ,  p a t i e n c e .  Two e x a m p le s  may 
h e l p  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ’ s a b i l i t y  t o  r e m a i n  o u t w a r d l y  ca lm  and  
p a t i e n t  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .  I n  Moscow, R u s s i a n  o f f i c i a l s  g a v e  M c G i l l  a 
" b a d  t i m e "  c o n c e r n i n g  " r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e "  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  M c G i l l  
w r o t e ,  " I  r o l l e d  w i t h  t h e  p u n c h e s  and  n e v e r  showed a n y  l o s s  o f  p a t i e n c e  
o r  f a i l e d  t o  make a f u l l  c o m m e n t . " ^ 7  o n a f a c t - f i n d i n g  t o u r  o f  A f r i c a
^ C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  "They  D o n ' t  S c a r e  M c G i l l , "  The S a t u r d a y  
E v e n i n g  P o s t . 231 (December  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  51 .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , November 3 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  1.
2 6 j b i d . , November 2 8 ,  1952 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^South and the Southerner, p. 185.
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f o r  t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F.  K ennedy ,  M c G i l l  a g r e e d  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s ­
t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  a t a l k .  He t o l d  a n  A t l a n t a  t e l e v i s i o n  a u d i e n c e  t h a t
when young  com munis t  r e b e l s  t r i e d  t o  c a u s e  h im  t o  become a n g r y ,  t h e y
28w e re  q u i t e  u n s u c c e s s f u l .
What e f f e c t s  do t h e s e  t h r e e  t r a i t s - - w e i g h i n g  o p p o s i n g  a r g u ­
m e n t s ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c h a n g e  a n  o p i n i o n ,  and  p a t i e n c e - - h a v e  upon  
M c G i l l ' s  p u b l i c  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ?  T h es e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n e v i t a b l y  c a u s e  
M c G i l l  t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  f rom e x t r e m i s t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  
g a i n s  a t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i s s u e s ,  and a l s o  d i s c o v e r s  
w o r k a b l e  s o l u t i o n s .  A b i l i t y  t o  r e m a i n  ca lm  i n  h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  and  
d e b a t e  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  l e a d  t o  c l e a r  t h i n k i n g ,  p l u s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  some 
members  o f  a n  a u d i e n c e .  F i n a l l y ,  once  M c G i l l  i s  a b l e  t o  d e c i d e  upon  a 
w o r k a b l e  p r o p o s a l ,  b a s e d  on  o b j e c t i v e  s t u d y ,  t h a t  p r o p o s a l  c a n  be s u p ­
p o r t e d  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  and a s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y .  He t h e n  r e a l i z e s  t h a t ,  
w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  p r e s e n t  a v a i l a b l e  k n o w l e d g e ,  he h a s  fo u n d  a r e ­
s p e c t a b l e  p o l i c y :
. . . my f a v o r i t e  r u l e  . . .  i s  a l w a y s  t o  t r y  h o n e s t l y  t o  s a y  
w h a t  you  t h i n k  t o  be  t h e  t r u t h ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  t h e r e a f t e r  u n n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  t r y  t o  remember  o r  w o r r y  a b o u t  what  you s a i d .  T h i s  d o e s  
n o t  mean ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s  d o e s  n o t  c h an g e  
o n e ' s  i d e a s ,  I  am m o s t  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  whose  m in d s  a r e  
n e v e r  c h a n g e d ;  t h e  p e r s o n s  who " n e v e r  l e a r n  a n y t h i n g  a n d  n e v e r  
f o r g e t  a n y t h i n g .
So f a r ,  i t  may a p p e a r  a s  i f  M c G i l l  w e re  a s a i n t  among men.  The
Taped i n t e r v i e w  p r o d u c e d  by  W .A .G .A . ,  C h a n n e l  5 t e l e v i s i o n ,  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .
^Atlanta Constitution, July 23, 1948, col. 3, p. 8.
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t h r e e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  g o a l s  to w a rd  
w h ic h  M c G i l l  s t r i v e s .  At t i m e s  he d o e s n ' t  do  v e r y  w e l l ,  M c G i l l ,  t o r  
e x a m p l e ,  c o n f e s s e d  t n a t  he had a t e n d e n c y  t o  make sn ap  d e c i s i o n s .  "At
l e a s t  one o f  my f a u l t s ,  which  I  s l o w l y  have  been  s u b d u in g ,  i s  t h a t  o f
30m a k ing  q u i c k  j u d g m e n t s  o r  d e c i s i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y
a f a u l t ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  M c G i l l ' s  s t a t e d  p o l i c i e s  and b e l i e f s ,  one must
r e a l i z e  t h a t  he i s  d ev o ted  t o  t h e  D em o cra t ic  P a r t y - - i t s  l e a d e r s  and
p o l i c i e s ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and  f u t u r e :
I  c a s t  my f i r s t  v o t e  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m in e e s  
i n  1 9 2 0 - -C o x  and  R o o s e v e l t - - a n d  a g a i n s t  W a r re n  G. H a r d i n g .  I  
h ave  n e v e r  c a s t  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a D e m o c r a t i c  v o t e  s i n c e  and  do 
n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  a n y  o t h e r  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
A l s o ,  M c G i l l  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  p a t i e n t .  I n  1946,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  G eorg ia  l e g i s l a t u r e  stomped i n t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n
b u i l d i n g ,  demanding t h a t  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  M c G i l l ' s  p a p e r .
Because  t h e  man was " t o u g h ,  u g l y ,  r u d e ,  and a b u s i v e , "  h i s  s t a t e m e n t
n e v e r  made p r i n t .  M c G i l l ,  w h i l e  w r i t i n g  o f  h i s  u s u a l  p a t i e n c e ,  g ave
what seemed t o  be a p u b l i c  a p o l o g y  t o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e :
I  l a s t  l o s t  my t e m p e r  a b o u t  25 y e a r s  a g o .  Maybe l o n g e r .  The 
o t h e r  d a y  I  came c l o s e .  . . . O r d i n a r i l y  I  am a p a t i e n t  g u y ,  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  h o t ,  t e m p e r s  s t r a i n e d ,  a n d  t h a t  
t o  a  c a n d i d a t e ,  e v e n  t o  one w i t h o u t  a c h a n c e ,  b u t  b a d l y  b i t t e n  
by  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b u g ,  a  " s t a t e m e n t "  i s  more  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  and  t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s .  I  w an t  t h e  
g e n t l e m a n  t o  know I  am s o r r y .  And t h a t  I  am s e n d i n g  o u t  f o r  
t h e  book  on how t o  w in  f r i e n d s  and  i n f l u e n c e  p e o p l e .  I  have 
w a i t e d  t o o  l o n g  t o  r e a d  i t . ^
^Ibid., October 27, 1947, col. 3, p. 6.
^\lbid., September 13, 1949, col. 3, p. 12,
-^Ibid. , June 29, col. 3, p. 4.
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M c G i l l ' s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y . To d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  M c G i l l ' s  
s p e e c h  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  t h r e e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  d i s ­
c u s s e d  h e r e ,  one must  s t u d y  i n d i v i d u a l  s p e e c h e s .  T h i s  w i l l  be done  i n  
s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r s ;  h o w e v e r ,  some o b s e r v a t i o n s  c a n  be made p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  M c G i l l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  h a s  u p o n  h i s  r o l e  and  m e th o d s  i n  
s o c i e t y .  T h i s  w r i t e r  w i l l  f i r s t  d i s c u s s  w h a t  r e p u t a b l e  s o u r c e s  h a v e  
c o n c l u d e d  M c G i l l ' s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y  t o  be and  t h e n  d e f i n e  w h a t  t h i s  
s t u d y  h a s  f o u n d .
The A l a n t l c  M o n t h l y , w h ic h  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  
now found  i n  M c G i l l ' s  " A t l a n t i c  N o n - F i c t i o n  Award W i n n e r , "  The S o u th  
and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r . had  h i g h  p r a i s e  f o r  M c G i l l .  He was l a b e l e d  a 
" f e a r l e s s " - ^  e d i t o r ,  "known t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S o u t h  f o r  h i s  f i g h t i n g  
h e a r t  . . . and  f o r  h i s  t w o - f i s t e d  e d i t o r i a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  a n y  b o t h e r ­
some p r o b l e m  be low  Mason and  D i x o n ' s  l i n e . " ^ ^
I n  1953,  when t h e  P r e s s  C lub  o f  D a l l a s  and S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  
U n i v e r s i t y  g a v e  M c G i l l  a n  e d i t i n g  a w a r d ,  t h e y  c i t e d  h im f o r  " d i s t i n ­
g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  a s  a  c r u s a d i n g  e d i t o r  and  w r i t e r . T h e  C o lum bia  
U n i v e r s i t y  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m ,  a w a r d i n g  M c G i l l  t h e  h o n o r a r y  
d e g r e e  o f  Humane L e t t e r s ,  i n  1963,  r e a l l y  l a v i s h e d  p r a i s e  on t h e  
s o u t h e r n e r  f rom  G e o r g i a ,  He was  h a i l e d  a s  " s p u r  t o  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  
A m e r i c a ,  c h a m p io n  o f  human r i g h t s ,  fo e  o f  d e m a g o g u e r y ,  p r o p h e t  o f  t h e
•̂ T h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , 174 ( S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  6 1 .
-̂ I b i d . ,  184 (November,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  6 4 .
• ^ The New York T i m e s , May 3 ,  1953 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  8 5 .
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m a t u r e  S o u t h l a n d ,  h e i r  t o  t h e  C h a i r  o f  H erny  f s i c ] W. G rad y  and  J o e l  
C h a n d l e r  H a r r i 8 - - y o u r s  i s  a  v o i c e  f rom  A t l a n t a  t h a t  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  w hole  
w o r l d . " 36
What h a s  t h i s  w r i t e r  f o u n d  M c G i l l ' s  g e n e r a l  r o l e  and  m e th o d s  t o  
be?  When t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly  p i c t u r e d  M c G i l l  a s  a  " f e a r l e s s "  e d i t o r  
w i t h  t h e  " t w o - f i s t e d  e d i t o r i a l , "  i t  s i m p l y  p l a n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  s e e d s  f o r  
a  s u r e  t o  be M c G i l l  m y t h .  On a few r a r e  o c c a s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  bomb­
i n g  o f  a  c h u r c h  o r  s c h o o l ,  M c G i l l  h a s  r e s o r t e d  t o  open  b a t t l e ,  b u t  f o r  
t h e  m o s t  p a r t  M c G i l l  h a s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m o s t  c a l m - - p a t i e n t , w i l l i n g  t o  
c h a n g e  h i s  m i n d ,  a b l e  t o  s e e  b o t h  s i d e s - - m a n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  S o u t h .
The A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y  g a v e  a much more  a c c u r a t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  s o u t h e r n  p r o b l e m s  when i t  c a l l e d  him "one  o f  t h e  
b r a v e s t  a n d  m o s t  b a l a n c e d  l i b e r a l  e d i t o r s  i n  t h e  d e e p  S o u t h . " 3 ^ W i t h ­
o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  M c G i l l  h a s  shown g r e a t  c o u r a g e  i n  h i s  p u b l i c  p r o n o u n c e ­
m e n t s ,  b o t h  w r i t t e n  and  o r a l .  B e s i d e s  h i s  d e c i s i v e  s t a n d  on human 
r e l a t i o n s  i n  more r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  M c G i l l  c o u r a g e o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s  d u r i n g  a lo n g  p e r i o d ,  1 9 3 7 - 1 9 5 4 ,  when few men ,  N o r t h  o r  S o u t h , " ' 
w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  s p e a k .  H is  m e th o d s  and  p o l i c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  b e e n  
more  " b a l a n c e d "  t h a n  " t w o - f i s t e d "  o r  " f e a r l e s s , "  more l i k e  a t e a c h e r  
t h a n  a  c r u a a d e r .  W h i l e  t h i s  w r i t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  by  r e a d i n g  m o s t  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  G eo rge  B a r k e r  s i m p l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t o p i c  w i t h  
M c G i l l .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  he fo u n d :
36Ibid.. April 16, 1963, col. 4, p. 32.
37The Atlantic Monthly. 197 (April, 1956), 31.
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M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s  c h a m p io n in g  Negro  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
and  s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  m os t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b e t t e r  
m a g a z i n e s .  They u s u a l l y  p r e f a c e  h i s  s t o r i e s  w i t h  w ords  
l i k e  " f e a r l e s s  . . . s t r o n g  S o u t h e r n  p u b l i s h e r . "  I n  h i s  
o f f i c e  l a s t  w e e k ,  M c G i l l  d e n i e d  t h a t  he i s  f e a r l e s s ,  o r  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g .  " I  w o r r y  a b o u t  my s o n  and  my w i f e , "  
he  s a y s . "They t a k e  a l o t  o f  a b u s e  b e c a u s e  o f  m e . . . .
I f  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  some d r a m a t i c  t h i n g  t h a t  showed me t h e  
g r e a t  t r u t h  . , . y o u ' r e  gonna  be d i s a p p o i n t e d , "  he  s a y s ;
" T h e r e  i s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  I  n e v e r  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  
p r e j u d i c e  f rom my p a r e n t s  a n d  when,  i n  s c h o o l ,  I  r a n  i n t o  
p r e j u d i c e d  k i d s ,  I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  was a p ro b le m  o f  t h e i r  
o w n - - n o t  m i n e .
W h i l e  M c G i l l ' s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  d e f i n e d ,  i t  i s  
t r u e  t h a t  he i s  n o t ,  n o r  h a s  he e v e r  b e e n ,  a  c r u s a d e r  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
a  W i l l i a m  L lo y d  G a r r i s o n .  The t h r e e  t r a i t s  d i s c u s s e d  above  p r e v e n t  
i t .  I n  f a c t ,  M c G i l l  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  " e x t r e m i s t s - - i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c -
o Q
t i o n * - a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l y  p r o v i d e  d a n g e r o u s  and  d am ag ing  l e a d e r s h i p . " J  
On December  2 9 ,  1965 ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  a s k e d  M c G i l l  w h a t  h i s  r o l e  h a s  b e e n  
i n  s o c i e t y .  B e f o r e  a s k i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l  was r e m i n d e d  o f  a  s t a t e ­
m en t  he had  w r i t t e n  i n  1947 .  At t h a t  t i m e  M c G i l l  had  s t a t e d :
I t  o c c u r r e d  t o  me . . . w h a t  may o r  may n o t  be  a w e a k n e s s .
I  c a n n o t  be s u r e ,  b u t ,  a d m i t t e d l y ,  I  c a n n o t  be a good 
c r u s a d e r  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  b e e n  c u r s e d ,  a l l  my l i f e ,  w i t h  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h i n g s .  T h i s  i s  f a t a l  t o  a 
c r u s a d e r .  A r e a l ,  b u r n i n g  c r u s a d e r  m u s t  be  a b l e  t o  s e e  o n l y  
h i s  s i d e .  I  do  n o t  c r i t i c i z e  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  much o f  o u r  
p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by c r u s a d e r s .  B u t ,  u n ­
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  a r e  r o u g h  f e l l o w s  and  i n  t h e i r  f u r i o u s  
l a y i n g  a b o u t  t h e y  u n d o  a l m o s t  a s  much a s  t h e y  a c c o m p l i s h . ^
A f t e r  r e m i n d i n g  M c G i l l  o f  h i s  1947 s t a t e m e n t ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h e n  
a s k e d :  i t  h a s  " b e e n  a b o u t  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s "  s i n c e  you made t h a t
38 The N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e , November 5 ,  1961 ,  p p .  10 ,  2 0 .
39A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A u g u s t  10 ,  1955 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
40 Ibid., November 4, 1947, col. 3, p. 10.
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s t a t e m e n t ,  "how w ould  you J u s t  d e s c r i b e  g e n e r a l l y ,  Mr,  M c G i l l ,  t h e
r o l e  t h a t  you h a v e  p l a y e d ? "  W hi le  he s t i l l  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  he  was  no
c r u s a d e r ,  h i s  r e p l y  was r a t h e r  c i r c u i t o u s .  I n  h i s  u s u a l  r a m b l i n g
s t y l e ,  M c G i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  be  s a y i n g  t h a t  h i s  r o l e  h a s  b e e n  t o  s t u d y
p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d i s c o v e r  p r o b l e m s  and  t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  and  t h e n
s p e a k - o u t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s - - K u  Klux Klansmen, J ew s ,  N e g ro es ,
l a b o r e r s ,  f a r m e r s ,  e £  a_l--who have  b e e n  e x p l o i t e d ,  and a g a i n s t  t h o s e
who do  t h e  e x p l o i t i n g .  M c G i l l  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r :
W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  I  w ou ld  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  s a y  t h i s  i s  t r u e  [ t h a t  he
i s  no  c r u s a d e r ] .  I ' m  a l w a y s  b o t h e r e d  I  r em e m b er  I ' v e  a l w a y s
f e l t  a  c e r t a i n  s y m p a th y  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  K la n  member,  f o r  e x a m p le .
He i s  a  p o o r  d e v i l  who f e e l s  a s e n s e  o f  f e a r  o r  r e s e n t m e n t .  He 
d o e s n ' t  know how t o  g e t  i n  t o  s e e  t h e  m a y o r ;  he h a s  no  one  t o  
t u r n  t o .  And h e r e  come a l o n g  t h e s e  s h y s t e r s  who a r e  a f t e r  h i s  
f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  u s e d  t o  be t e n .  I  remember  we had  a  g r o u p  
h e r e  t h a t  was a f a s c i s t  t y p e  g r o u p ,  c a l l e d  t h e  C o l u m b i a n s ,
T h i s  g rew  up  o u t  o f  h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m s .  And t h e s e  f e l l o w s  would  
go  t o  t h e s e  p o o r  p e o p l e ,  h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  a b o u t  h o u s i n g ,  and  t h i s  
was r a c i a l  p r o b l e m s  s o m e t im e s  t h e n .  They w ou ld  p r o m i s e ,  w e l l  
we w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u - - y o u  j o i n .  They  g o t  t e n  d o l l a r s ,  and  
p i c k e d  up  a few o t h e r  d o l l a r s ,  and o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t h i n g ,  
b u t  maybe e x c e p t  h ave  a l i t t l e  v i o l e n c e ,  and  bomb some h o u s e  
o r  b u r n  i t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  s y m p a th y  f o r  t h e s e
p e o p l e ,  who w ere  i l l i t e r a t e  u s u a l l y ,  a n d  v e r y  p o o r  a n d  t h e y
d i d n ' t  know so  t h e y  w e r e  e x p l o i t e d .  And I ' v e  a l w a y s  f e l t -----
my i n d i g n a t i o n  h a s  r u n  t o w a r d  t h e  p e o p l e  who do t h e  e x p l o i t ­
i n g .  I  d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  i t . ^ *
B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  i s  u s u a l l y  a  p a t i e n t  man,  c a p a b l e  o f  a p p r e c i a t ­
i n g  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  a l t e r  h i s  t h i n k i n g  i n  l i g h t  o f  new f a c t s ,  
he  i s  u n a b l e  t o  b e  a  c r u s a d e r . He l a c k s  t h e  " o m n i s c i e n c e "  r e q u i r e d  t o
c o n c l u d e  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  t o  be t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  com plex
^Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 29, 1965.
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s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  M c G i l l  demands t o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t a n d  a l o n e ,  u n ­
a t t a c h e d  t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  d o c t r i n e ,  f r e e  t o  ch a n g e  h i s  mind and 
r e a c h  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e c i s i o n s .  I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  e v i d e n c e s ,  
t h i s  w r i t e r  c o n c l u d e s  R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  r o l e  t o  be  t h a t  o f  a s o c i a 1 
c r i t i c . Such a n  o f f i c e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  l i c e n s e  M c G i l l  n e e d s  t o  "go  down 
i n  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  and  w a l k  a b o u t , "  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  r e m a i n i n g  
f r e e  o f  a n y  " o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n y  c a u s e . "  He may a p p r o a c h  a 
p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a ig n  w i t h  h i s  " c o a t  o f f  s w i n g i n g  a s  h a r d  a s "  he c a n ,  o r ,  
when t h e r e  i s  no " g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e  a t  s t a k e , "  " s p e a k  f o r  t h e  w ho le  
c o m m u n i t y " :
I  b e l o n g  t o  no  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n y  c a u s e .  I f  I  
b e l o n g e d  t o  one I  would  n o t  f e e l  l i k e  s i t t i n g  down and  
b a n g i n g  o u t  a p i e c e  f o r  t h e  p a p e r  a b o u t  how I  d i s a g r e e d  
w i t h  i t .  So ,  I  d o n ' t  b e l o n g .  I  do b e l o n g  t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  
P a r t y ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i s  a n  a r e n a .  . . .
I  a l s o  am a  M ason ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ic h  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
i d e a l  o f  t o l e r a n c e  and  b r o t h e r h o o d .  , . . But  I  b e l o n g  t o  no
o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a c a u s e .  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  I  have
s e r v e d  some c a u s e s .  I  h ave  t r i e d  t o  p u t  my s h o u l d e r  t o  w h a t ­
e v e r  w o r t h y  w h e e l s  seemed i n  n eed  o f  p u s h i n g .  I  h a v e  j o i n e d  
t o  g e t  a  few o x e n  o u t  o f  d i t c h e s .  I  l i k e  a f i g h t  and  I  h a v e  
had  my s h a r e .  I  e x p e c t  t o  h ave  m o re .  . . . But  . . . I  am 
n o t  a good c r u s a d e r .  I  l i k e  t o  c a l l  my s h o t s .  And a im  w he re  
I  t h i n k  a s h o t  i s  n e e d e d .  ^
I n  1949 ,  M c G i l l  p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  r o l e  i n
s o c i e t y .  T h i s  t i m e  he  a l l  b u t  u s e s  t h e  w o rd s  " s o c i a l  c r i t i c . "  He
i n s i s t s  t h a t  he be  g i v e n  " t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  h i s  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s "  s o  he
c a n  " comment on e v e n t s  and  p o l i c i e s . "
I  h ave  a l w a y s  t r i e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n o n c o n f o r m i n g  m in d ,  b e l i e v ­
i n g  s u c h  a mind n e c e s s a r y  t o  one whose  j o b  i t  i s  t o  comment
42Atlanta Constitution, November 4, 1946, col. 3, p. 10,
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on e v e n t s  and  p o l i c i e s .  I  am b y  n a t u r e  a  n o n c o n f o r m i s t .
I  h a v e  J o i n e d  a few o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  
a b l e  t o  w e a r  t h e  i d e n t i f y i n g  b a d g e s  o r  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g s .
Even i n  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  p i n  I  w ore  f o r  a  w h i l e  
made me u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  , . . A l s o ,  I  a l w a y s  h ave  d e t e s t e d  
dogma.  B e i n g  a C h r i s t i a n ,  I  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  d i s t u r b e d  by  
dogma o r  m e t h o d s .  . . .  I f  man e v e r  becom es  t a m e d ,  and  
i f  he l o s e s  t h e  one  p a r a m o u n t  f r e e d o m  f rom  w h ic h  a l l  o t h e r s  
s t e m - - t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  h i s  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s - - t h e n  a l l  e l s e  i s  
l o s t .43
I n  h i s  r o l e  a s  s o c i a l  c r i t i c ,  M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  go  "down i n  t h e
m a r k e t  p l a c e  and  w a l k  . . . a b o u t ,  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a r g u m e n t s  and  t a k i n g
a  p a r t  i n  a b r a w l  i f  n e c e s s a r y  . . , " 44 M c G i l l ,  b o t h  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g
a n d  s p e a k i n g ,  s e e k s  t o  i n f o r m  and  p e r s u a d e  h i s  a u d i e n c e s .  M c G i l l
t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  a b o u t  h i s  w r i t i n g  and  s p e a k i n g .  The q u o t a t i o n  be low
r e f e r s  t o  M c G i l l ' s  d a i l y  c o l u m n ,  b u t  a s  s o o n  a s  he had  c o m p l e t e d  t h e
s t a t e m e n t ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  a s k e d ,  " w ou ld  you s a y  t h e  same t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u r
s p e a k i n g ,  i n  t h a t  you t r y  t o  be i n f o r m a t i v e  and  p e r s u a d e ? "  M c G i l l
a n s w e r e d ,  " I  d o .  I  c e r t a i n l y  d o .  And t r y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f
v i e w ,  i f  you  know t h e r e  i s  d i s s e n t  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  and  you t r y  t o
c o u n t e r  i t . "  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  s p o k e  o f  how he a t t e m p t s  t o  t e a c h  and
p e r s u a d e ,  b o t h  when s p e a k i n g  and  w r i t i n g :
I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n  w r i t i n g  you . . . m u s t  n o t  g e t  
t o o  f a r  a h e a d  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h .  Now, 
i f  you d o ,  you  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  w r i t i n g  f o r  j u s t  a  s m a l l  g r o u p .
I  hope  i t  i s n ' t  i m m o d i s t ,  b u t  1 t h i n k  t h a t  I  h a v e  managed  t o  
s t a y - - t o  k e e p  t h e  r e a d e r s h i p ,  o f  a  l o t  o f  p e r s o n s ,  you m i g h t  
s a y ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  r e a d e r .  . . . They  may d i s s e n t  v i o l e n t l y ,  
b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  q u i t  r e a d i n g .  And I ' v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r i e d  t o  
do  t h i s ,  t o  w r i t e  p e r s u a s i v e l y  o r  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r
43Ibid.. May 31, 1949, col. 3, p. 10.
44Ibid.. July 17, 1946, col. 3, p. 6.
126
d i s c u s s i o n .  . . . I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  . . . t h a t  a n e w s ­
p a p e r  c o l u m n i s t  o r  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r  o u g h t  t o  be s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  a t e a c h e r ,  i n  t h a t  you o u g h t  t o  t r y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s ­
c u s s i o n .  You o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e ,  when n e c e s s a r y ,  w h a t  seems 
t o  you  t o  be t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  . . .
You o u g h t  t o  t r y  t o  w r i t e  . . .  a s  p e r s u a s i v e l y  a s  you c a n .
I ' m  a l w a y s  c h e e t e d  up  when I  g e t  l e t t e r s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  me 
c r i t i c a l l y  a s  a  b r a i n w a s h e r .  . . . T h i s  w ou ld  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  a w a r e ,  m aybe ,  o f  a p e r s u a s i v e  q u a l i t y .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p l a y s  a c r e a t i v e  r o l e  a s  s o c i a l  c r i t i c ,  
a c t i v e l y  w r i t i n g  and  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n f o r m i n g  and  p e r ­
s u a d i n g  a u d i e n c e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  e n l i g h t e n e d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  
T h i s  r o l e  i s  t e m p e r e d  by M c G i l l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  w e ig h  
i s s u e s  c a r e f u l l y ,  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  ch a n g e  h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  and  p a t i e n c e .  
When t h i s  w r i t e r  a s k e d  A r t h u r  S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r .  f o r  h i s  ju d g m e n t  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  " r o l e  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y , "  he c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  h a s  
t a k e n  " a  r o l e  o f  c r e a t i v e  s o c i a l  l e a d e r s h i p " ;
I  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  R a l p h  M c G i l l .  He h a s  
shown h i m s e l f  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a t i o n  a  n e w s p a p e r  man o f  
e x c e p t i o n a l  wisdom and  c o u r a g e .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he h a s  b e e n  
i n  l a r g e  p a r t  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  p r o g r e s s  t o w a rd  b e t t e r  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  G e o r g i a  and 
t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  b i g o t r y  a n d  b i t t e r n e s s  i n  A labam a .  I n  my 
j u d g e m e n t ,  Mr.  M c G i l l  e x e m p l i f i e s  a s  much a s  a n y o n e  i n  o u r  t im e  
t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  new spape rm an  t o  r e m a i n  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  
c r a f t  and  a t  t h e  same t i m e  assum e  a r o l e  o f  c r e a t i v e  s o c i a l  
l e a d e r s h i p
Speech  P r e p a r a t i o n  
M c G i l l ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a d d r e s s e s  v a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  b u t
45 Taped i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  December  2 9,  1965,
46
L e t t e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  f rom  A r t h u r  S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r . ,  F e b r u a r y  
15,  1966 ,  P r i n c e t o n ,  New J e r s e y .
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two b a s i c  p a t t e r n s  em erge .  He d e v o t e s  m in im a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t a l k s  
d e l i v e r e d  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s ly  a n d ,  s e c o n d l y ,  he and h i s  s e c r e t a r y  p r e ­
p a r e  m a n u s c r i p t s  o n ly  when a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  M cG il l  p r o b a b l y  
makes l i t t l e  im m edia te  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t a l k s  g i v e n  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y .
He draws from y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  and p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d ,  a s  he s a y s ,  
sp ea k s  from t h e  " t o p  o f  h i s  h e a d . "  When t h i s  w r i t e r  a sk e d  M cGil l  how 
he had p r e p a r e d  t h e  o r a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  o v e r  6 ,0 0 0  e d u c a t o r s  a t  t h e  1966 
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n ,  he c o u ld  o n ly  s a y ,  "W e l l ,
I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  f o r  t h i s  a u d i e n c e . "  Q u e s t io n e d  f u r t h e r  a s  t o  
w h e th e r  he r e l i e d  "on any  p a r t i c u l a r  sp e e c h  o r  s p e e c h e s  g i v e n  i n  th e  
p a s t , "  M cG il l  r e p l i e d ,  " W e l l ,  I  drew ou t  a few t h i n g s , "  A f t e r  com­
p a r i n g  t h i s  s p e e c h ,  however ,  w i t h  t a p e s  and m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  o t h e r  
a d d r e s s e s ,  one can  o n ly  co n c lu d e  t h a t  M cG il l  d i d  n o t  p r e p a r e  a f r e s h  
t a l k  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t o r s .  He s im p ly  d i s c u s s e d  s t o c k  themes  u s e d  many 
t im e s  i n  t h e  p a s t .
While  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
many o f  M c G i l l ' s  ex tem p o ran eo u s  s p e e c h e s ,  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  a i d  M cGil l  i n  
s p e a k in g  " o f f  t h e  to p  o f  h i s  h e a d . "  These a r e  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t o p i c ,  
u se  o f  memory, and h i s  h a b i t  o f  t a k i n g  n o t e s  w h e re v e r  he g o e s ,
M cG il l  makes a  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l e c t i n g  h i s  own t o p i c .  S i n c e ,  
a s  shown i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  on s p eech  e d u c a t i o n ,  he i s  a b l e  t o  r e l y  on 
s t u d y  and p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  M cG i l l  u s u a l l y  t a l k s  a b o u t  s u b j e c t s  
he has  r e a d  a b o u t  o r  p e r s o n a l l y  o b s e r v e d .  He a l s o  sp eak s  a b o u t  s u b ­
j e c t s  which  he has  f i r s t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  h i s  d a i l y  column i n  t h e  A t l a n t a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .
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S e v e r a l  e x a m p l e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  s p e a k i n g  
w i t h  l i t t l e  im m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  H is  s e c r e t a r y  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  
i n  1965 M c G i l l  was t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  S t .  Jam es  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  i n  
M a r i e t t a ,  G e o r g i a .  As M c G i l l  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  a t  t h e  c h u r c h ,  he 
a s k e d  The R e v e r e n d  A l b e r t  H a t c h ,  "What do  you w an t  me t o  t a l k  a b o u t ? "  
H a t c h  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h i s  g ave  him " q u i t e  a  s c a r e . "
W r i t i n g  a b o u t  a  s p e e c h  he  d e l i v e r e d  i n  1950 t o  1 , 0 0 0  4-H c l u b
m em bers ,  M c G i l l  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he had  done  l i t t l e  more i n  t h e  way o f
p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a n  " j u s t  t h i n k  a b o u t "  t h e  a u d i e n c e ;
I n  t h e  moments b e f o r e  t h e  young man had  r i s e n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  me 
t o  t h i s  a u d i e n c e  . . . t h e r e  h a d  come t o  me t h e  s u d d e n  r e a l ­
i z a t i o n  t h a t  I  was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  and  r e a c h  a c r o s s  a g u l f  o f  
t i m e .  . . .  I  am v e r y  much a f r a i d  t h a t  f o r  m o s t  a u d i e n c e s  o f  
young p e o p l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  a d u l t  s p e a k e r  who d raw s  on h i s  p a s t  
m u s t  seem t o  be t a l k i n g  o f  some n e v e r - n e v e r  l a n d .  . . .  I  was 
deep  i n  a l l  t h i s  t h o u g h t  when i n t r o d u c e d .  " I  c a n n o t  i n  c o n ­
s c i e n c e  o f f e r  you a  c h a l l e n g e , "  was a l l  I  c o u l d  m u s t e r  a s  a 
b e g i n n i n g .  . . , W ords ,  w h e t h e r  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n ,  come h a r d  
w i t h  m e .
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  i s  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  l i c e n s e  t o  name h i s  own t o p i c ,  
e v e n  i f  he c h o o s e s  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e .  Not o n l y  d o e s  M c G i l l  
d e c i d e  u p o n  a t h e m e ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  m o s t  a u d i e n c e s  " e x ­
p e c t "  M c G i l l  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  s o u t h e r n  i s s u e s ,  t h u s  m a k in g  i t  e v e n  e a s i e r  
f o r  him t o  s p e a k  w i t h  l i t t l e  i m m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .
One a d d i t i o n a l  ex a m p le  d r a m a t i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s e l e c t i n g  
t h e  r i g h t  t o p i c .  M c G i l l  was i n v i t e d  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  Temple  B e t h  Am i n  
M iam i ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  19 6 6 .  D r .  M o r to n  S .  N o t a r i u s ,  M . D . , c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e
^ Atlanta Constitution. August 25, 1950, col. 1, p. 1.
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fo ru m  c o m m i t t e e ,  w r o t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  ’’r e q u e s t e d  t o  
s p e a k  on  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  S o u th  o t h e r  t h a n  C i v i l  R i g h t s . W h a t  d i d  
M c G i l l  t a l k  a b o u t ?  D r .  N o t a r i u s  w r o t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  " s p o k e  m o s t l y  a b o u t  
c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  w h ic h  was n o t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  t o p i c . A  c l o s e  s t u d y  o f  
t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h a t  s p e e c h  r e v e a l s  t h a t  M c G i l l  u s e d  t h e  same them es  
t h a t  he  u s u a l l y  d i s c u s s e s  i n  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  a d d r e s s e s - - a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
p r e s e n t  s o u t h e r n  c o n d i t i o n s  and  t h e i r  o r i g i n .
M c G i l l ' s  p r o d i g i o u s  memory i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f
e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  t a l k s .  H is  memory i s  h e l p f u l  b o t h  d u r i n g  r e s e a r c h  and
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g .  G ra c e  Lundy,  M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  few
p e o p l e  " p e r c e i v e d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  M c G i l l ' s  m i n d . "  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he can
o f t e n  r e c a l l  t h e  book  and  page  w h ic h  c o n t a i n s  a  q u o t a t i o n  n e e d e d  f o r  a
s p e e c h .  When a s k e d  i f  he found  w h a t  Newsweek c a l l e d  h i s  " p r o d i g i o u s " " ’^
memory t o  be h e l p f u l  i n  s p e a k i n g ,  M c G i l l  t o l d  how he was  a b l e  t o  u s e
m a t e r i a l s  w i t h o u t  p l a n n i n g :
Y e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  h e l p f u l .  I  g u e s s  I ’m p r e t t y  c o r n y  a b o u t  
poems and  t h i n g s ,  and  s o ,  on o c c a s i o n ,  t h i s  h a s n ’ t  h ap p en e d  
o f t e n ,  b u t  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  when I  would  be 
t a l k i n g  and  i t  wou ld  seem t o  me t h a t  a l i n e  o r  so  f rom  a  poem 
m i g h t  be h e l p f u l ,  a n d  I  j u s t  p u l l  t h a t  o u t  o f  my memory , . .
and  th r o w  i t  i n .  I  t h i n k  memory d o e s  h e l p . ^ ^
M c G i l l  w r o t e  o f  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  f rom  " t h e  b e d  o f  a t r u c k "  t o
^ L e t t e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  f rom  D r .  M o r to n  S.  N o t a r i u s ,  March  9,  
1 9 6 6 ,  M iam i ,  F l o r i d a .
^ L e t t e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  f rom  D r .  N o t a r i u s ,  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1966 ,
M i a m i .
50Newsweek,  L I I I  ( A p r i l  13 ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  102.
-^Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 29, 1965.
members o f  t h e  G ordon  C oun ty  Farm B u re a u  i n  C a l h o u n ,  G e o r g i a ,  showing
how h i s  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  s p e e c h e s  c o n s i s t  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  l o o s e l y
p u t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e .  In  t h i s  s p e e c h ,  he f o r g o t  one
" s t o r y , "  b u t  remembered  o t h e r s ;
S o ,  I  s t o o d  t h e r e  on t h e  t r u c k  and  t a l k e d  a b o u t  how I  h a d  s e e n  
t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  E u ro p e  and  t h e  E a s t  w he re  s o i l  e r o s i o n  h a s  
c r e a t e d  d e s e r t s .  . . .  I  m e an t  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  l o o k i n g  
down i n t o  B o a z 1s v a l l e y  w h e re  o c c u r r e d  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  s t o r y  i n  
t h e  B i b l e  . . . t h a t  o f  R u th  and  Naomi.  . . .  I  f o r g o t  t h a t
o n e .  But I  t o l d  o f  o t h e r s . - * ^
M c G i l l ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a k in g  n o t e s  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a l s o  a i d s  i n  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  s p e e c h e s .  W h e th e r  i n  
s o u t h  G e o r g i a  o r  E u r o p e ,  M c G i l l  r e c o r d s  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  e n a b l i n g  
h im  t o  u s e  t h e s e  n o t e s ,  e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  m ak ing  a s p e e c h .  T h i s ,  i n  
c o n c e r t  w i t h  h i s  good memory,  g i v e s  M c G i l l  a n  a l m o s t  i n e x h a u s t i b l e  
s u p p l y  o f  f a m i l i a r  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  He o f t e n  h e a d l i n e s  h i s  co lumn 
w i t h  s u c h  p h r a s e s  a s ,  "From an  E d i t o r ' s  N o te b o o k ;  At DePauw U n i v e r ­
s i t y , " - ^  "Some N o te s  Made on a n  E n v e l o p e  a t  New H a v e n , " F r o m  N o te s  
Made a t  t h e  C h i c a g o  M e e t i n g  o f  A m e r i c a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n . " ^
I n  1954,  M c G i l l  d e s c r i b e d  one m e thod  he u s e s  i n  r e c o r d i n g  r e a c t i o n s  t o  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ;
A lw a y s ,  when s t r a p p e d  i n  my s e a t ,  I  h e l p  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  become 
a i r b o r n e .  I  b e g i n  t o  p e e r  f rom  t h e  s m a l l  w indow ,  s p e l l b o u n d  by
52A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  4 .
5 3 I b i d . ,  A p r i l  2 4 ,  1958 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
3^ I b i d . .  F e b r u a r y  14 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
33Ibid.. September 9, 1965, col. 1, p. 1.
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w h a t  i s  b e l o w .  And w i t h  a  t y p e w r i t e r  o r  a  w r i t i n g  pad  on my 
k n e e s ,  I  l i k e  t o  p u t  down s o m e t h i n g  o f  how i t  s e e m s .
Does M c G i l l  r e h e a r s e  h i s  t a l k s  i n  a n y  way? When t h i s  w r i t e r  
a s k e d  M c G i l l  i f  he  p r a c t i c e d  h i s  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t a l k i n g  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e ,  
he  r e p l i e d ,  " I  d o n ’ t  r e h e a r s e  i t  a t  a l l . "  Q u e s t i o n e d  f u r t h e r  a s  t o  
w h e t h e r  he  had  e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  t a l k s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  M c G i l l  s a i d ,  " n o ,  I  
n e v e r  h a v e . "
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  makes  l i t t l e  i m m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  nu m e ro u s  s p e e c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y .  He s e l e c t s  a  t o p i c  
w h i c h  e n a b l e s  h im  t o  d raw  f rom  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e l y i n g  on h i s  
memory and  h a b i t  o f  r e c o r d i n g  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  
t r u e ,  a s  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b e l o w ,  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a ­
t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  a  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  o f  i d e a s  t o  be  d i s ­
c u s s e d  ;
I  w en t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  by  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e ,  t o  t e s t i f y  on  t h e  ERP ( E u r o p e a n  R e l i e f  P l a n ) .  . . .
I  a s k e d  t h e  Cocranit tee t o  p a r d o n  w h a t  m i g h t  seem l i k e  a  r e p l y  
t o  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  H o o v e r .  I  i n f o r m e d  th em  t h a t  I  had  b e e n  
w r i t i n g  and  s a y i n g  t h e  t e n u r e  f e a t u r e  was  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  I n d e e d ,  I  had  w r i t t e n  o u t  w h a t  I  was  t o  s a y  
t o  t h e  C o m m it t ee  a  d a y  b e f o r e  Mr.  H o o v e r ' s  m e s s a g e  and  had  
c o m m i t t e d  i t s  f a c t s ,  o p i n i o n s  a n d  c o h e r e n c e  t o  m e m o r y . ^
W h i l e  much o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g  i s  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s ,  a t  t i m e s  he 
u s e s  a m a n u s c r i p t .  To u n d e r s t a n d  M c G i l l ' s  u s e  o f  a s p e e c h  t e x t ,  one 
m u s t  remember  t h a t  he  w r i t e s  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  c e r t a i n  
o c c a s i o n s  r e q u i r e  i t .  M c G i l l  a n d  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  w r i t e
~^Ibid., February 10, 1954, col. 1, p. 1,
~*̂ Ibid. . January 27, 1948, col. 3, p. 4.
a  t e x t  and i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e f u s e  t o  a c c e p t  i n v i t a t i o n s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  
m a n u s c r i p t .
To u n d e r s t a n d  M c G i l l ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  w r i t t e n  s p e e c h ,  one 
n e e d s  t o  e x am in e  h i s  m e thod  o f  c h o o s i n g  a t o p i c ,  h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  and  t h e  
w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  s p e e c h .  As w i t h  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  t a l k s ,  M c G i l l  v a l u e s  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  nam ing  h i s  own th e m e .  One n e e d  o n l y  be r e m i n d e d  t h a t  
t h i s  e n a b l e s  M c G i l l  t o  d raw  f rom  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  u s e  n o t e s  made 
on  t r i p s ,  d raw  f rom o l d  s p e e c h e s ,  and  t o  b e n e f i t  f rom  i d e a s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  h i s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  co lu m n .  One i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e ­
tw e e n  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  s p e e c h e s  and  t h o s e  d e l i v e r e d  w i t h  a m a n u s c r i p t  i s  
t h a t  f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n s  w h ic h  r e q u i r e  t h e  s p e e c h  t e x t  a r e  u s u a l l y  more 
r e s t r i c t i v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  M c G i l l  s a i d ,  " C o o p e r  U n i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
C O
t h i s  was a  n a t u r a l .  I t  had  t o  be  a b o u t  L i n c o l n . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t  a r e a  may be d i c t a t e d  by t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  
M c G i l l  s t i l l  f i n d s  ways t o  u s e  s t o c k  t h e m e s .
How a r e  M c G i l l ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  s p e e c h e s  r e s e a r c h e d ?  M c G i l l  and
h i s  s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  be a j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  M c G i l l  t o l d  how he
and  M is s  Lundy g a t h e r  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ;
W e l l ,  I  h a v e  a  v e r y  f i n e  s e c r e t a r y ,  M is s  G r a c e  Lundy ,  who h a s  
b e e n  w i t h  me a  good many y e a r s .  She i s  a g r e a t  h e l p  i n  r e ­
s e a r c h .  We b o t h  s o r t  o f  w ork  a t  i t  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  d i v i d e  up a n y  
a r e a  o f  n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h .  She w i l l  f i n d  books  o r  a r t i c l e s ,  
and  I ' l l  f i n d  some, t h e n  I ' l l  s e t - i n  t o  r e a d ,  and  make n o t e s ,  
and  s o  f o r t h .
58 Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  December  2 9 ,  1965.
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L a t e r ,  a f t e r  i n t e r v i e w i n g  M c G i l l ,  M is s  Lundy g ave  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l u s  a c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  j o i n t  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t .  W hi le  M c G i l l  had  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  M iss  Lundy d i d  much o f  t h e  
a c t u a l  w o rk ,  she  e m p h a s i z e d  M c G i l l ' s  e f f i c i e n c y .  The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a s  t h i s  w r i t e r  w r o t e  i t  down d u r i n g  an  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  M is s  Lundy .
She s t a t e d  t h a t  she  had  much l e s s  r e s e a r c h  t o  do t h a n  most  
s e c r e t a r i e s  whose b o s s e s  spoke  i n  p u b l i c .  Few p e r s o n s  p e r c e i v e d  
M c G i l l ' s  c a p a c i t y  and  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  m a t e r i a l s ,  o f t e n  g o i n g  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  p age  and book  d e s i r e d .  He would  t h e n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p l a c e  a 
poem r i g h t  b e f o r e  M is s  Lundy and she  would  t y p e  i t  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  
d i r e c t l y  f rom t h e  b o o k .  She m e n t i o n e d  how M c G i l l  w ou ld  c o l l e c t  d a t a ,  
" p i e c e s "  o f  p a p e r ,  e t c . ,  p l a c i n g  them i n  h i s  " b l a c k  f o l d e r . "  Im p o r ­
t a n t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  M is s  Lundy remembered  t h a t  she  would  a t  t i m e s  go 
t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l e  o f  u s e d  s p e e c h  t e x t s  and  s e l e c t  m a n u s c r i p t s  M c G i l l  
m i g h t  w an t  t o  u s e  f o r  a new o c c a s i o n ,  t h u s  m a k in g  i t  more  c o n v e n i e n t  
and  l e s s  t i m e  c onsum ing  f o r  M c G i l l .  R e s e a r c h ,  t h e n ,  i s  a  j o i n t  e f f o r t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o ,  w i t h  M c G i l l ' s  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  b e i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
i n s t r u m e n t  i n  f i n d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .
T h re e  m e th o d s  a r e  u s e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  s p e e c h  m a n u s c r i p t .
M c G i l l  may w r i t e  a n  o r i g i n a l  s p e e c h ,  u s i n g ,  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  h e r e ,  a 
" f u l l - c y c l e "  a p p r o a c h .  S e c o n d l y ,  a n  o r i g i n a l  t e x t  may be  t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  " h a l f - c y c l e "  m e th o d .  O r ,  f i n a l l y ,  a n  o l d  s p e e c h  t e x t  may be 
r e v i s e d  f o r  a  new o c c a s i o n ,  D u r in g  t h e  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w ,  M cG i l l
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d e f i n e d  what  t h i s  a u t h o r  c a l l s  t h e  " f u l l - c y c l e "  mode ,  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  
b e i n g  p a s s e d  from M cG i l l  t o  Lundy,  b a c k  t o  M c G i l l ,  and t h e n  t y p e d  by 
Lundy:
W e l l ,  I  w i l l  do a r o u g h  d r a f t  o f  i t ,  so m e t im e s  i n  lo n g  h a n d ,  
s o m e t im e s  t y p e d ,  and  t h e n  I  w i l l  t u r n  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o v e r  t o  
h e r  [M iss  L u n d y ] ,  b e f o r e  I ' v e  r e a d  i t  e v e n ,  and  l e t  h e r  f i n d  
a n y  e r r o r s ,  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  o r  g r a m m a t i c a l ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r s ,  o r  
a n y  l o o s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  a p e r s o n  i s  t o o  good 
a t  r e a d i n g  h i s  own c o p y ,  a t  l e a s t  I ' m  n o t .  Then  when she d o es  
t h a t ,  I  w i l l  t h e n  t a k e  i t  and  c o r r e c t  t h o s e ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
c o r r e c t i o n s ,  o r  make them ,  and  t h e n  I  a l w a y s  u s u a l l y  f i n d  t h i s  
g i v e s  me a n  i d e a  t o  e l i m i n a t e  s o m e t h i n g ,  o r  add  s o m e t h i n g .  So 
w e ' l l  w ork  i t  o v e r  u n t i l  i t s  a p r e t t y  marked  up m a n u s c r i p t ,  
and  t h e n  s h e ' l l  do  t h e  r e a l  d r a f t  o f  i t .® ®
T h i s  seems t o  be a n  e f f i c i e n t  means  o f  p r e p a r i n g  a s p e e c h  b u t ,  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  " f u l l - c y c l e "  i s  se ld o m  c o m p l e t e d ,  T a l k i n g  w i t h  
M iss  Lundy a t  l e n g t h ,  she  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  she  had  b e e n  w i t h  M c G i l l ,  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  1946 ,  she  c o u l d  o n l y  r e c a l l  two o c c a s i o n s  when t h e  manu­
s c r i p t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m p l e t e  p r o c e s s ;  t h e  " L i n c o l n  Day A d d r e s s , "  
a t  C o o p e r  U n io n  i n  1960 and a H a r v a r d  Law S c h o o l  A d d r e s s  i n  1961 .  She 
p r o v i d e d  a s i m i l a r  v e r s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  t h e  f u l l - c y c l e  u s e d  i n  t h o s e  
two s p e e c h e s :
1.  Mr.  M c G i l l  makes  a r o u g h  d r a f t ,  t y p i n g  some, and  w r i t i n g - o u t  
some. He o f t e n  w r i t e s  p a r t s  o f  a s p e e c h  w h i l e  r i d i n g  t h e  
b u s  home e a c h  d a y ,  a l w a y s  c a r r y i n g  h i s  b l a c k  f o l d e r  w i t h  
p a p e r s ,  c l i p p i n g s ,  e t c .
2 .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t ,  M c G i l l  g i v e s  i t  t o  M iss  
L un d y ,  who t h e n  r e a d s  i t ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  " p h r a s e s "  t h a t  have  
b e e n  " d r o p p e d . "  T h i s  h a p p e n s ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  
"mind moves f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  p e n . "  Then she  w o u ld  a s k  M cG i l l  
a b o u t  h e r  f i n d i n g s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  b e f o r e  m ak ing  h e r  f i r s t  
t y p e d  d r a f t ,
3 .  She r e t u r n s  h e r  t y p e d  e d i t i o n  t o  M c G i l l ,  who r e a d s  t h e  t e x t
6 0 I b i d .
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f o r  m i s t a k e s ,  r e w r i t e s  c e r t a i n  p a r t s ,  p o l i s h e s  i t ,  and  
t h e n  r e t u r n s  t h e  t e x t  t o  M is s  Lundy f o r  i t s  f i n a l  t y p i n g .
A f t e r  she  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  l a s t  d r a f t ,  M c G i l l  may w r i t e - i n  
s o m e t h i n g  o r  d e l e t e  a word o r  p a r a g r a p h  r i g h t  up u n t i l  
t h e  t i m e  he d e l i v e r s  t h e  s p e e c h .
M is s  Lundy i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a  l a c k  o f  t i m e  p r e v e n t e d  M c G i l l ' s  
u s e  o f  t h i s  t h o r o u g h  means  o f  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  s p e e c h  t e x t s .  W i th  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  two s p e e c h e s ,  a s  she  remembered  i t ,  t h e  " h a l f - c y c l e "  
m e thod  was u s e d  w i t h  a l l  o r i g i n a l  o r a t i o n s .  W i th  t h e  h a l f - c y c l e  mode,  
M is s  Lundy a s s u m e s  much more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  end  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
m a n u s c r i p t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  w o r d i n g  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  s h o u l d  be r e ­
c a l l e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  s t a t e d  he d a s h e s  o f f  t h e  f i r s t  " c o p y , "  a s  " i f  
w r i t i n g  a n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e , "  t h e n  g i v e s  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  M is s  Lundy 
b e f o r e  he  h a s  " r e a d  i t  e v e n . "  U s i n g  t h e  h a l f - c y c l e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e n ,  
M c G i l l  d o e s  n o t  r e a d  t h e  s p e e c h  t h r o u g h  e v e n  once  b e f o r e  M is s  Lundy 
t y p e s  t h e  f i r s t  and  o n l y  d r a f t .  He r e l i e s  c o m p l e t e l y  u p o n  M is s  
L u n d y ' s  ju d g m e n t  f o r  " e r r o r s "  and  " l o o s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n "  o f  a n y  k i n d .
I f  t h i s  w e re  n o t  bad  e n o u g h ,  M is s  Lundy  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  q u i t e  
o f t e n  she  i s  t y p i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  an  h o u r  o r  so  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  i s  t o  
c a t c h  a n  a i r p l a n e .  M is s  Lundy and  M c G i l l  b o t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  l a s t  
m i n u t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a s  a " c l i f f h a n g e r "  s p e e c h .  M is s  Lundy d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  " h a l f - c y c l e "  mode u s u a l l y  u s e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  s p e e c h  m a n u s c r i p t s :
1.  Mr.  M c G i l l  wou ld  w r i t e  a f i r s t  d r a f t ,  t y p i n g  some and
w r i t i n g - o u t  some,  j u s t  a s  w i t h  t h e  " f u l l - c y c l e "  m e th o d .
2 .  The r o u g h  d r a f t  i s  t h e n  g i v e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  M is s  Lundy .
She a s k s  a b o u t  " d r o p p e d  p h r a s e s "  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  she
^Interview with Miss Grace Lundy, Ralph McGill's secretary,
December 30, 1965.
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m i g h t  n o t i c e  b u t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c y c l e ,  t h e  t e x t  i s  
n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  M c G i l l .  A f t e r  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
e r r o r s ,  M is s  Lundy t y p e s  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t .  T h en ,  a f t e r  t h e  
s p e e c h  i s  i n  i t s  f i n a l  f o rm ,  M c G i l l  r e c e i v e s  t h e  t e x t  and 
makes c h a n g e s ,  a d d i t i o n s ,  o r  d e l e t i o n s . ^
B eca u se  M c G i l l  o f t e n  s e e s  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  
w h i l e  on t h e  way t o  h i s  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t ,  he u s u a l l y  r e v i s e s  h i s  
t e x t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  u n t i l  t im e  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  a d d r e s s .  M c G i l l  c o n f i r m e d  
t h i s  p r a c t i c e  when he t o l d  o f  b e i n g  a b o a r d  a n  a i r p l a n e ,  " e n  r o u t e  t o  
C i n c i n n a t i  t o  make a t a l k  f o r  a c a m p a ig n  o f  w h ic h  C h a r l e s  T a f t  was 
c h a i r m a n ,  . . . "  He "was b u s y  w i t h  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  o f "  h i s  " t a l k . " ^
The t h i r d  means  o f  p r e p a r i n g  a w r i t t e n  o r a t i o n  i s  t o  r e v i s e  a 
u s e d  s p e e c h  f o r  a new s i t u a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l ' s  " s p e e c h  t h e o r y "  
a d v i s e s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  he o f t e n  d o e s  i t .  M c G i l l  may e i t h e r  go 
t o  a u s e d  t e x t  and  t e a r  o u t  one page  o r  u s e  a n  e n t i r e  s p e e c h  w i t h  m in o r  
a l t e r a t i o n s .  W h i l e  p e r s o n a l l y  c o p y i n g  a number o f  M c G i l l ' s  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  
t h i s  w r i t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  s i n g l e  p a g e s  m i s s i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  t o r n  
c o r n e r  s t i l l  f a s t e n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p a g e s .  M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  
d e l i v e r  u s e d  s p e e c h  t e x t s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  m a k ing  o n l y  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  a new o c c a s i o n .  M iss  Lundy d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  by 
u s i n g  a  m a n u s c r i p t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  B irm ingham R o t a r y  C l u b ,  May 17,
1961 ,  a n d  a s e c o n d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  b a s e d  on t h e  f i r s t ,  u s e d  a t  G e o r g i a  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o l o g y ,  December  7 ,  1962 .  She p l a c e d  t h e  two
6 3Atlanta Constitution, June 23, 1953, col. 1, p. 1.
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m a n u s c r i p t s  on h e r  d e s k  s i d e - b y - s i d e , t u r n i n g  t h e  p a g e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  e x a c t  p r o c e d u r e .
M c G i l l  would  t a k e  t h e  o l d  t e x t ,  r e a d  i t ,  and  w r i t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
i n  t h e  m a r g i n ,  e n a b l i n g  M iss  Lundy t o  t y p e  t h e  new e d i t i o n  f o r  a 
d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e .  At f i r s t ,  M c G i l l  was r a t h e r  s y s t e m a t i c ,  n u m b e r i n g  
h i s  i n s e r t i o n s  from one t o  f o u r :  " / / I , "  " I n s e r t  I I , "  " I n s e r t  3 , "
" D e l e t e  & I n s e r t  4 . "  A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were  i n d i ­
c a t e d ;  " d e l e t e , "  " I n s e r t , "  "O le  M i s s , "  "Cuba now [ i . e . ,  add  t h e  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  o f  Cuba a t  t h i s  p o i n t ] . "  E a r l y  on t h e  o l d  t e x t ,  M c G i l l  had  
w r i t t e n  i n ,  " M e n t i o n  G a . T e c h . "
T h e r e  was  one a d d i t i o n a l  comment w r i t t e n - i n  on t h e  o ld  t e x t ,  
t h i s  t i m e  by  M is s  Lundy ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  she  p l a y s  i n  
a d v i s i n g  M c G i l l  w i t h  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  On page  f i v e  o f  t h e  o l d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  
M c G i l l  had  t o l d  h i s  B i rm ingham  a u d i e n c e  a b o u t  t h e  " l a t e s t "  f i g u r e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  h im  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  M is s  Lundy,  c h e c k i n g  
t h e  o l d  t e x t  h e r s e l f ,  p e n c i l e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  m a r g i n ,
" I s  t h i s  up t o  d a t e ? "  M is s  Lundy p o i n t e d  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  c o n f i r m e d  
i t  t o  be  h e r  own w r i t i n g ,  and  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  i t  was h e r  p r a c t i c e  
t o  r e a d  t h e  o l d  t e x t  a n d  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  o r  make r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  c o n c e r n ­
i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  new s p e e c h .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  M c G i l l  
d i d  n o t  a l t e r  h i s  " 1 9 5 7 - 5 8  f i g u r e s , "  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d i n g  t h e y  w ere  
j u s t  a s  s u i t a b l e  I n  D ecem b er ,  1962 ,  a s  t h e y  had  b e e n  i n  May,  1961.
What s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s  d i d  M c G i l l  make i n  a d a p t i n g  h i s  1961 
B irm ingham  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  1962 G e o r g i a  Tech a u d i e n c e ?  A few e x a m p le s  
s h o u l d  h e l p  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  r e v i s i o n  o f  a n  o l d  t e x t  f o r  a  new
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o c c a s i o n .  The f i r s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t a k e n  f rom t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r a g r a p h  
o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  shows v i v i d l y  how M c G i l l  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  same i d e a  w h i l e  
d r a w i n g  d i f f e r e n t  e x a m p le s  from t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  e a c h  a u d i e n c e .
Words w h ic h  a r e  u n i q u e  t o  e a c h  o c c a s i o n  a r e  u n d e r l i n e d :
B irm ingham  R o t a r y ,  1961 G e o r g i a  T e c h ,  1962
I  t h i n k  i t  wou ld  be w e l l  f o r  a n y  
s p e a k e r  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  member­
s h i p  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n , and 
p e r h a p s  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  i t ­
s e l f  . t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  
l a r g e l y  i s  composed  o f  t h e  sons  
o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .
You and  y o u r  f a t h e r s  h ave  been  
t h e  m a k e r s  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  
c i t y  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  m a j o r  
S o u t h e r n  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n  
w h ic h  s p e n d s  i t s  t i m e  d e v e l o p i n g  
new t e c h n i q u e s  and  m a t e r i a l s  
w h i c h  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  
c h a n g e s  i n  o u r  r e g i o n  and  i n  o u r  
l i v e s .
I  t h i n k  i t  w ou ld  be w e l l  f o r  a n y  
s p e a k e r  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  members o f  
t h i s  f a c u l t y  and  s t u d e n t  body  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  one o f  t h e  
m o t i v a t i n g  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  i n d u s ­
t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  f o r  more t h a n  
a  c e n t u r y  h a s  b e e n  s h a k i n g  and  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  w o r I d . G r a d u a t e s  o f  
t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  h ave  b e e n  t h e  
m a k e r s  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  and  t e c h n o ­
l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  s c h o o l  
c a r r i e s  on m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  and  e x ­
p e r i m e n t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  new t e c h n i q u e s  
and  m a t e r i a l s  w h ic h  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  
t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  o u r  r e g i o n  and  i n  o u r  
l i v e s . The i m p o r t a n t  r e s e a r c h  i s  i n  
f i e l d s  u n know n , o r  u n i m a g i n e d , by 
f o r m e r  g e n e r a t i o n s .
A s e c o n d  a l t e r a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a d d i n g  one s e n t e n c e  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " n o  r e g i o n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n  h a s  more  t o  o f f e r "  t h a n
" t h e  S o u t h , "  The c h a n g e  had  no  a p p a r e n t  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e i t h e r  a u d i e n c e ,  
u n l e s s  M c G i l l  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  h i s  c o l l e g e  a u d i e n c e  wou ld  be more a f f e c t e d  
by  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t .  T h i s  d o e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  m e s s a g e  f o r  a  new o c c a s i o n ;
B irm ingham  R o t a r y ,  1961
No r e g i o n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n  h a s  more 
t o  o f f e r  t h a t  f u t u r e  t h a n  d o e s  
t h e  S o u t h .  No a r e a  h a s  so  g r e a t  
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make a c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  and
G e o r g i a  T e c h ,  1962
No r e g i o n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n  h a s  more 
t o  o f f e r  t h a t  f u t u r e  t h a n  d o e s  
t h e  S o u t h .  We have  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  
n a t u r a 1  r e s o u r c e s - - f o r e s t s . w a t e r , 
m i n e r a I s , and  c l i m a t e ; and  o f
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s t r e n g t h . .  We r e c o g n i z e  . . . p o t e n t  i n d u s t r i a  1 r e s o u r c e s . No
a r e a  h a s  s o  g r e a t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
make a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  
u n i t y  and  s t r e n g t h  J^n human r e  - 
s o u r c e s . We r e c o g n i z e  . . .
A t h i r d  c h a n g e  was t o  d e l e t e  a r e f e r e n c e  made i n  B irm ingham t o  
a  s p e e c h  made by U. S.  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  Kennedy a t  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a .  One c a n  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  why t h i s  was o m i t t e d .  C e r ­
t a i n l y ,  a f t e r  t w e n t y  m o n t h s ,  K e n n e d y ' s  a d d r e s s  c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  a " r e c e n t  o n e . "  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  t h e  A t l a n t a  a u d i ­
e n c e  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Kennedy  s p e e c h .  Anyway,  
he u s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  B i rm in g h am ,  b u t  l e f t  i t  o u t  a t  
G e o r g i a  T ec h :
. . . a few d a y s  ago  U. S.  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  K ennedy 
s poke  i n  G e o r g i a ,  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He d i d  n o t  make an  
a n t i - S o u t h e r n  t a l k .  I t  was one d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  A m e r ic a n  
p r o m i s e .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  h i s  G e o r g i a  a u d i e n c e  s t o o d ,  
when he  had f i n i s h e d ,  a n d  g a v e  him one o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  o v a ­
t i o n s  e v e r  t e n d e r e d  a  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He d i d  n o t  
s i n g l e  o u t  t h e  S o u th  f o r  c r i t i c i s m .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r o b le m  
b e t w e e n  w h i t e  and  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  i s  one f o r  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B u t ,  he a d d e d ,  t h e  S o u th  h a s  a s p e c i a l  
r o l e  t o  p l a y  " i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  A m e r ic a  a t  i t s  g r e a t e s t ~ - a t  
i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i b e r t y  u n d e r  l a w . "  [A number o f  o t h e r  
r e f e r e n c e s  w e re  made t o  t h i s  t a l k . ]
L a t e r  i n  t h e  G e o r g i a  T ech  a d d r e s s ,  M c G i l l  d e l e t e d  a n  exam ple
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a n  E p i s c o p a l i a n  m i n i s t e r  w h ic h  he p r o b a b l y  c o n c l u d e d  was
n o t  a s  t i m e l y  i n  1962 a s  i t  had b e e n  i n  1961:
And,  j u s t  a  few d a y s  a g o ,  a n  E p i s c o p a l  m i n i s t e r  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i
was i n  v e r y  r e a l  t r o u b l e  f o r  s a y i n g  f rom  t h e  p u l p i t  he b e l i e v e d  
i t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b e s t  f o r  t h e  C i v i l  War t o  h ave  en d ed  a s  i t  d i d .
Can we b lame Moscow o r  P e i p i n g  f o r  t h i s  d i v i s i v e  p ro b le m ?
T h e r e  w e re  r e f e r e n c e s  made i n  B i rm ingham  w h ic h  w ou ld  have  had
no  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  a l l  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t a  a u d i e n c e .  When M c G i l l  r e v i s e d
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t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  f o r  h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e ,  he s i m p l y  d e l e t e d  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a B irm ingham  c a m p a ig n :
R e c e n t l y ,  I  r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  B i rm ingham  s o u g h t  t o  s t i m u ­
l a t e  b u s i n e s s  and  c i v i c  s p i r i t  w i t h  a c a m p a ig n  u r g i n g  t h e  
p e o p l e  t o  q u i t  s i t t i n g  down. I  do  n o t  know t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  
t h i s  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  I  a s sum e  i t  i n c l u d e d  p l a n n i n g  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  d i lem m a w hen ,  a s  one  d a y  i t  m u s t ,  t h e  
s c h o o l  p r o b l e m  c o n f r o n t s  i t .  We know e n o u g h  a b o u t  o u r  
p r e s e n t  and  f u t u r e  t o  know t h a t  t h e  S o u t h ' s  f u t u r e  w i l l  be 
d e t e r m i n e d  w i t h i n  i t s  u r b a n  a r e a s .
At t h i s  p o i n t ,  a f t e r  t w e l v e  t y p e d  p a g e s ,  M c G i l l  had one page  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s p e e c h  g i v e n  i n  B i rm in g h am .  To c o m p l e t e  t h e  a d d r e s s  
t o  be d e l i v e r e d  a t  G e o r g i a  T e c h ,  M c G i l l  o m i t t e d  t h e  f i n a l  page  o f  t h e  
B irm ingham  o r a t i o n ,  and  ad d e d  t h r e e  p a g e s  n o t  u s e d  i n  B i rm ingham .
I n  summary,  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  and  t w e n t y -  
one t y p e d  l i n e s  i n  t h e  B irm ingham  t e x t ,  two h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y - t h r e e  
w e re  u n c h a n g e d  f o r  G e o r g i a  T e c h ,  and  f i v e  l i n e s  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  m i n o r  
a l t e r a t i o n s .  I t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  d e l e t e d  s i x t y -  
t h r e e  t y p e d  l i n e s  f ro m  t h e  B irm ingham  t e x t  w h i l e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  s p e e c h  
f o r  G e o r g i a  T e c h ,  and  a d d e d  o n l y  two t y p e d  l i n e s  w i t h i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  and  t w e n t y - o n e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  o l d  m a n u s c r i p t . As s t a t e d  
e a r l i e r ,  M c G i l l  d i d  a t t a c h  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  p a g e s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  and  t w e n t y - o n e  l i n e s  f o r  h i s  A t l a n t a  a d d r e s s .  The s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  t o  n o t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h a t  M c G i l l ,  w h i l e  d e l e t i n g  a l l  
s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  B i rm ingham  a r e a ,  a d d e d  no  e x a m p l e s  o r  d i s ­
c u s s i o n s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e .  T h e re  
c o u l d  be  t h r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  The o r i g i n a l  B i rm ingham  a d d r e s s  d i s  
c u s s e d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  d e t a i l ,  s o  t h e  t h e s i s  w ou ld  h ave  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e
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a t  G e o r g i a  T e c h .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  I n f l u e n c e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  
B i rm ingham  s p e e c h  a s  t h e  one t o  be  r e v i s e d .  S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l  may have  
ad d e d  comments  c o n c e r n i n g  G e o r g i a  Tech  a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  on t h e  s c e n e .  
O r ,  M c G i l l  c o u l d  s i m p l y  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  make a d e q u a t e  a d j u s t m e n t s  when 
h u r r i e d l y  r e v i s i n g  a n  o l d  s p e e c h  f o r  a  new s i t u a t i o n .
One q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Does 
M c G i l l  w r i t e  h i s  own s p e e c h e s ?  When M c G i l l  was  a s k e d  i f  he w r o t e  h i s  
s p e e c h e s  a f t e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  had  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  he a n s w e r e d ,  " Y e s .  
Y e s . "  M is s  Lundy ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  was  more  e m p h a t i c ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  no  
one h a s  e v e r  w r i t t e n  " o n e  word  o r  p a r a g r a p h "  f o r  M c G i l l .  M c G i l l ,  
h o w e v e r ,  d e p e n d s  u p o n  M is s  Lundy f o r  r e s e a r c h  and  c r i t i c i s m .  A l t h o u g h  
M c G i l l  d o e s  w r i t e  h i s  own s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  
a  j o i n t  e f f o r t  b e t w e e n  M c G i l l  and  Lundy .
When M iss  Lundy was  a s k e d  i f  p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  h e r s e l f  
a s s i s t e d  i n  a n y  w a y ,  s h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  w o u ld  " c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  
a d v i c e , "  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  u s u a l l y  s o  r u s h e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  t i m e  t o  
s e e k  c r i t i c i s m .  She c o u l d  remember  o n l y  two t i m e s  when M c G i l l  r e ­
c e i v e d  a n  o u t s i d e  o p i n i o n ,  b o t h  q u i t e  by a c c i d e n t .  W h i l e  M c G i l l  was 
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  " L i n c o l n  Day A d d r e s s "  f o r  Cooper  U n io n ,  a Mr.  Norman 
B e r g ,  who t h e n  w o rk ed  w i t h  t h e  M a c m i l l a n  P u b l i s h i n g  Company,  h a p p e n e d  
t o  d r o p  by  M c G i l l ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  was  a s k e d  t o  r e a d  o v e r  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t .  
He a d v i s e d  M c G i l l  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  q u o t a t i o n s  o r  r e f e r e n c e s  made t o  s u p ­
p o r t i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  t h e  New York a u d i e n c e  w o u ld  w an t  
t o  h e a r  w ha t  " R a l p h  M c G i l l "  h a d  t o  s a y ,  n o t  " a l l  t h o s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e , "  
Did  M c G i l l  t a k e  h i s  a d v i c e ?  M is s  Lundy remembered  M c G i l l  c u t t i n g  one
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o r  two a u t h o r i t a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  o r  q u o t a t i o n s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  M c G i l l  
l i k e d  t o  u s e  o u t s i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  own t h i n k i n g .  The 
o n l y  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  o f  o u t s i d e  c r i t i c i s m  came when H a r o l d  M a r t i n  r e a d  
t h e  H a r v a r d  Day A d d r e s s ;  he  made n o  s u g g e s t i o n s .
D e l i v e r y
M c G i l l  p r e f e r s  s p e a k e r s  who u s e  " p l a i n  t a l k "  and  have  u n ­
a f f e c t e d  d e l i v e r i e s .  To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  and  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  d e l i v e r y ,  t h e  w r i t e r  a n a l y z e s  h e r e  h i s  m e th o d s  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  d e l i v e r y ,  h i s  v o i c e  a c t i v i t y ,  and  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  h i s  d e l i v e r y .
Method o f  D e l iv e r y
M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  s p e a k s  e i t h e r  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  o r  f rom a manu­
s c r i p t ,  He b e g a n  s p e a k i n g  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  
and  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  m e th o d  a f t e r  m ov ing  t o  A t l a n t a ,  t a l k i n g  i n f o r m a l l y
a b o u t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T e l l i n g  t h i s  w r i t e r  a b o u t  h i s  me thod
o f  d e l i v e r y  when d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  E u r o p e a n  t r i p s ,  M c G i l l  s a i d ,  " I  
d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  m a n u s c r i p t .  I  d i d n ’t  n eed  a m a n u s c r i p t  you s e e . " ^
I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  M c G i l l  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p e a k  o f f - t h e - c u f f ;
. . .  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  tw o ,  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  d o i n g  f e w e r  
m a n u s c r i p t s .  I ' m  g o i n g  down t o  Miami . . .  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  
. . . [ t o ]  one o f  t h e  l a r g e  s y n a g o g u e s  down t h e r e .  . . .
And t h e y  a s k e d  me n o t  t o  p r e p a r e  a  m a n u s c r i p t .  They p r e f e r
s o r t  o f  a n  im prom ptu  d i s c u s s i o n
64Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  December  2 9,  1965.  
65 i b i d .
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M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y  c o n f i r m e d  t h i s  t r e n d .  On J u n e  2 4 ,  1966 ,  she  w r o t e ,  
"Mr,  M c G i l l  i s  so b u s y  he s i m p l y  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s  
t h a t  r e q u i r e  a m a n u s c r i p t .
T h e r e  a r e  o c c a s i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  when  M c G i l l  d o e s  w r i t e  a manu­
s c r i p t .  When s p e a k i n g ,  M c G i l l  c a n  u s e  a  m a n u s c r i p t  y e t  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  
be r e a d i n g :
And when I  l o o k  down a t  a m a n u s c r i p t  o r  a  p age  o f  a b o o k ,
I  c a n  t a k e  i n  a  p r e t t y  good  p a r a g r a p h ,  j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t .
So I  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  r e a d  a  l i n e  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n - - y o u  s e e  a p e r s o n  h o l d  i t  and  r e a d  i t - -  
I  d o n ' t  h ave  t o  do  t h a t  a t  a l l .  I  c a n  f o l l o w  i t  a l m o s t  
e x a c t l y  w i t h o u t  s eem in g  t o  be r e a d i n g  i t . ® ^
M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  c o n s t r u c t s  a m a n u s c r i p t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  he h a s  b e e n  
r e q u e s t e d  t o  do  s o .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
way he  d e l i v e r s  a  s p e e c h  when u s i n g  a  t e x t  and  when s p e a k i n g  e x t e m ­
p o r a n e o u s l y .  When a s k e d  how c l o s e l y  he f o l l o w e d  h i s  s p e e c h  t e x t ,
M c G i l l  r e p l i e d :
I ' d  h a v e  t o  g e n e r a l i z e .  I  t h i n k  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  s p e e c h  you 
d e p a r t  f rom  a m a n u s c r i p t  i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  
oh  maybe once  o r  t w i c e ,  I  c o u l d  r e c a l l  t h a t  I  f o l l o w e d  i t  
a b s o l u t e l y .  Most  o f  t h e  t i m e  you d e p a r t  f rom  a m a n u s c r i p t .  
S o m e th in g  h a p p e n s  a f t e r  you  g e t  t h e r e ,  o r  you mee t  som eone ,  
o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be  some l o c a l  s u b j e c t  come up  t h a t  you l e a r n  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and  you work  i n  s o m e t h i n g  
a b o u t  t h a t .
T h r e e  e x a m p le s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  way M c G i l l  a d a p t s  h i s  d e l i v e r y
® ® L e t te r  f rom  M is s  G ra c e  Lundy ,  R a l p h  M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  J u n e  
2 4 ,  1966 .
®^Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 2 9, 1965.
68Ibid.
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an d  u s e  o f  m a n u s c r i p t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  a t  C ooper  Union  
M c G i l l  knew a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  who would  h e a r  h im ;  c o n ­
s e q u e n t l y  h e ,
. . . s t u c k  t o  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  one o r  two l i t t l e  
d e p a r t u r e s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e ,  you  know, you a r e  b e h i n d  s c e n e s  
u n t i l  you  come r i g h t  o u t  on t h e  p l a t f o r m .  You d o n ' t  know 
w h o ' s  g o i n g  t o  be t h e r e ,  and  t h e y  d o n ' t  know who o r  how many,
o r  a n y t h i n g . ^ ^
Under  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  M c G i l l  may a b a n d o n  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t
c o m p l e t e l y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when M c G i l l  spoke  a t  a S a i n t  P a t r i c k ' s  Day
d i n n e r  i n  G e o r g i a ,  he w r o t e  t h a t ,
. . . t h e r e  had  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d r i n k i n g  b e f o r e  and  d u r i n g  
t h e  d i n n e r  and  s o ,  when t h e  t i m e  came f o r  me t o  s p e a k  some o f  
them w e re  s i n g i n g  a t  t h e  t a b l e s .  , . . They  n e v e r  d i d  g e t  i t  
c o m p l e t e l y  q u i e t .  S o ,  I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  e v e n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e l i v e r  
t h e  t a l k  I  had  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h a t .  . . .  I  j u s t  g o t  up and  t r i e d  
t o  be m o d e r a t e l y  f u n n y .
A l e s s  e x t r e m e  and p ro b a b T y  more  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  e x am p le  o f
M c G i l l ' s  u s e  o f  a  s p e e c h  m a n u s c r i p t  came when he a d d r e s s e d  s t u d e n t s  a t
W a s h i n g t o n  and  Lee U n i v e r s i t y :
N e w sp a p e r s  " m u s t  g e t  down and  w a lk  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e , "  d e c l a r e d  
R a l p h  M c G i l l  . . .  t o  o v e r  100 s t u d e n t s  and  f a c u l t y  members 
h e r e .  . , . D e p a r t i n g  many t i m e s  f rom h i s  p r e p a r e d  s p e e c h ,
. . . t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s e d i t o r  t o l d  a h i g h l y  r e c e p t i v e  a u d i ­
e n c e  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  i n d u s t r y  " m us t  h a v e  b e t t e r  e d i t o r s  
and  r e p o r t e r s . 1,7*
To a p p r e c i a t e  why M c G i l l  s p e a k s  a s  he d o e s ,  one m us t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  h i s  s t r o n g  c o n v i c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  o r a t o r y .  I n  p r o b a b l y  t h e  mos t
6 9 I b i d .
7 0 I b i d .
7 ^Ring tum P h i , F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1947,  a n  anonymous r e p o r t e r .
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c o m p l e t e  s t a t e m e n t  M c G i l l  h a s  made r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  own s p e a k i n g ,  he 
r e v e a l s  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  i m p o r t a n t  i d e a s  i n  a n  u n a f f e c t e d  
m a n n e r .  N o t i c e  how he  a s s o c i a t e s  what  he c o n s i d e r s  t o  be  good s p e a k ­
i n g  w i t h  h i s  own m a nne r  o f  s p e a k i n g :
I  am n o t  a s p e e c h - m a k e r . O r a t o r y  i s  n o t  one o f  my a s s e t s .
B u t  I  am w i l l i n g .  I  c a n  s t a n d  on my f e e t  and t a l k  w i t h o u t  
a n y  k n o c k i n g  o f  k n e e s  o r  t i g h t e n i n g  o f  t h e  s o l a r  p l e x u s  
n e r v e s .  B u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s  i s  n o t  s p e e c h - m a k i n g  and  i t  
i s  n o t  e a s y .  I f  one i s  n o t  a s p e e c h - m a k e r  w i t h  a [ t ]  l e a s t  a 
h a l f - d o z e n  p o r t a b l e  t r a p e z e s  w h ic h  one may s e t  up  and p e r f o r m  
u p o n  i n  a n y  s o r t  o f  h a l l  o r  upon  a n y  open  p l a t f o r m ,  t h e n  one 
i s  f o r c e d  t o  have  s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y .  T h i s  i s  d a n g e r o u s .  I t  
a l s o  a n n o y s  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  I f  one h a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y  t h e r e  
a r e  a l w a y s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  who d i s a g r e e .  They  a r e  
f o r c e d  t o  s i t  t h e r e  g r i t t i n g  t h e i r  t e e t h  and  g r o w in g  r e d  a b o u t  
t h e  g i l l s ,  t h e i r  c i v i c  c l u b  l u n c h e o n ,  a l w a y s  a d i g e s t i v e  s h o c k ,  
a l l  t h e  more  l e t h a l  a s  i t  d e l i g h t e d l y  s a b o t a g e s  t h e  d i g e s t i v e  
j u i c e s  and  c u r d l e s  t h e  c h e e r f u l  l i t t l e  a m i n o a c i d s .  The h o n e s t  
s p e a k e r ,  i n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  m u s t  a l w a y s  s a y  t h a t  w h a t  he  i s  
e x p r e s s i n g  i s  h i s  own o p i n i o n  and t h a t  i t  may be w ro n g ,  b u t  
t h a t  i t  i s  w h a t  he t h i n k s ,  b a s e d  on  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
and  s t u d y .  But t h i s  n e v e r  a p p e a s e s  t h e  d i s s e n t e r s .  T h i s  s o r t  
o f  t h i n g  i s  n e v e r  a s u c c e s s .  . . . The s p e e c h - m a k e r s  a r e  
d i f f e r e n t .  They h a v e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s p e e c h e s  t a i l o r e d  
t o  a n y  o c c a s i o n .  They b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t e  l i t t l e  j o k e s ,  w h ich  
f i t  a n y  com m uni ty .  They  t o s s  o u t  a b o u q u e t  t o  a n y  o r  two l o c a l  
c e l e b r i t i e s  who s i t  b e am in g  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  They t h e n  p r o c e e d  
t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p a r a g r a p h s  o f  t h e i r  " m e s s a g e , "  move p o w e r ­
f u l l y  i n t o  t h e  m e a t  o f  i t ,  and  b r i n g  i t  t o  a r i n g i n g  c o n c l u s i o n .  
The o l d - f a s h i o n e d  v i r t u e s ,  God,  m o t h e r ,  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  . . . 
b l e n d  r i c h l y  t o  p r o d u c e  a w a rm in g ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t  w h ic h  
makes  e v e r y  one h ap p y  and  i n s e r t s  no  g r a i n s  o f  i r r i t a t i n g  
t h o u g h t s  i n t o  t h e  o y s t e r  o f  t h e  m i n d .  I  s e r i o u s l y  e nvy  t h e s e  
g e n t l e m e n .  Of c o u r s e ,  I  t h i n k  some o f  th em  c a r r y  i t  t o o  f a r .
One I  know, who makes  a m o d e s t  c h a r g e ,  s e n d s  o u t  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  
h i m s e l f  on s l i c k  p a p e r .  B e n e a t h  i t  a r e  l i s t e d  h i s  s u b j e c t s .
Then  f o l l o w s  t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  c r i t i c s .  F o r  a  f e e  he  w i l l  come 
and  s e t  up h i s  t r a p e z e s  and  sw ing  b a c k  and  f o r t h  on  them w i t h  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  e a s e .  . . .  He d o e s  i t  w e l l .  He s t a r t l e s  no 
o n e .  . , . A l s o ,  t h e  t a l k e r ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  s p e e c h - m a k e r ,  
i n v a r i a b l y  i s  p e r s u a d e d  t o  a c c e p t  i n v i t a t i o n s  when he h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  s a y ,  a  f a t e  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  my l o t  on  s e v e r a l  o c c a ­
s i o n s .  L a c k i n g  a s p e e c h  t o  p u l l  o u t  o f  t h e  f i l e ,  t h e  t a l k e r  
s t u m b l e s  a r o u n d ,  and  e n d s  up a n g r y  w i t h  h i m s e l f  and i n  a g r e e m e n t
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w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  i t  was a d u l l  a f f a i r .  I  am a l m o s t  
p e r s u a d e d  t h e  f i e l d  i s  b e s t  l e f t  t o  t h e  s p e e c h - m a k e r .
P h y s i c a l  F a c t o r s
An o r a t o r ' s  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  and  b o d i l y  a c t i v i t y  p r o b a b l y  
a f f e c t  t h e  way a n  a u d i e n c e  w i l l  r e a c t ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  
may be i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  p l a t f o r m  p e r f o r m a n c e .  M c G i l l ' s  
p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  two t o p i c s ,  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  
and  b o d i l y  a c t i o n s .
G e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e . M c G i l l ' s  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  by h i s  w e i g h t  and  d r e s s .  H is  w e i g h t  h a s  r a n g e d  f rom
7 ^one h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y - t w o  p o u n d s  w h i l e  i n  c o l l e g e  t o  two h u n d r e d  
and  f o r t y - f i v e  p o unds  i n  more  r e c e n t  y e a r s . 7 *̂ As o f  O c t o b e r  11,
1966 ,  M c G i l l  w e ig h e d  one h u n d r e d  and  e i g h t y - f i v e  pounds  and was f i v e  
f e e t  and  t e n - a n d - t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  i n c h e s  t a l l . 7 3
P e o p l e  a r e  o f t e n  i m p r e s s e d  by M c G i l l ' s  c a s u a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a rd  
d r e s s .  Newsweek t o l d  o f  t h e  " r u m p l e d  61 y e a r - o l d "  j o u r n a l i s t , 7^
G eo rg e  B a k e r ,  i n t e r v i e w i n g  M c G i l l ,  w r o t e  t h a t  " .  . . h e  a p p a r e n t l y  
d o e s n ' t  w o r r y  a  l o t  a b o u t  com bing  h i s  h a i r  o r  p r e s s i n g  h i s  s u i t s .  He 
l o o k s  r e a l  e v e r y d a y  . . . " 7 7  When t h i s  w r i t e r  i n t e r v i e w e d  M c G i l l ,  he
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . May 2 5 ,  1949 ,  c o l ,  3 ,  p .  12.
7 3 I b i d . .  O c t o b e r  15,  1950 ,  c o l .  1, p .  1.
7^ N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e , November 5 ,  1961 ,  p .  10.
7 j L e t t e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  f rom  G ra c e  Lundy ,  O c t o b e r  11,  1966 ,
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .
7 ^New sweek , L 1 I I  ( A p r i l  13 ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  102 .
77N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  M a g a z i n e . November 5 ,  1961 ,  p p .  10 & 2 0.
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a l s o  found  him t o  be somewhat c a s u a l l y  d r e s s e d  and  a t t i r e d  i n  what  
m u s t  be  h i s  f a v o r i t e  d r e s s ,  a s t r i p e d  s h i r t  and  t i e .  He a l s o  a p p e a r e d  
s o l i d l y - b u i l t ,  b u t  i n  no s e n s e  f a t  n o r  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n .
B o d i l y  a c t i o n s . M c G i l l  seems t o  t h i n k  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f
g e s t u r e s  i s  a s i g n  o f  a n  " o r a t o r , "  w h ich  he i n s i s t s  he i s  n o t .  R a t h e r ,
M c G i l l  s e e s  h i m s e l f  a s  s i m p l y  d e l i v e r i n g  i n f o r m a l  " t a l k s . "  M c G i l l
t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r :
X n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  g e s t u r e s  and  I  d o n ’ t  make many.  I f  s o ,  
i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a n a t u r a l  one t h a t  I ' m  q u i t e  u n c o n s c i o u s  
o f .  As I  s a i d  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  a - - I ' m  I n  no s e n s e  a n  o r a t o r . ^ ®
V o ice
A u d i e n c e s  a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  by a  s p e a k e r ' s  v o c a l  u s a g e .  For  
e x a m p l e ,  no  m a t t e r  how w e l l  p r e p a r e d  a n  o r a t o r  may b e ,  i f  he c a n  n o t  
be h e a r d  t h e n  he w i l l  be u n a b l e  t o  w in  a d e s i r e d  r e s p o n s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  v o lu m e ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  may a f f e c t  a s p e a k e r ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
a r e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  u s e  o f  p i t c h ,  r a t e  o f  s p e a k i n g ,  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  
and  p r o n u n c i a t i o n .
Q u a l i t y . The mos t  n o t i c e a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  i s  h i s  
q u a l i t y .  When a t  h i s  b e s t ,  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  i s  r a s p y ,  b u t  n o t  u n p l e a ­
s a n t .  When he h a s  a  c o l d  o r  h i s  v o i c e  i s  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  h i s  
q u a l i t y  i s  g r a t i n g ,  h a r s h ,  and  u n p l e a s a n t .
M c G i l l ' s  n o r m a l  v o i c e  q u a l i t y ,  w h i l e  p l e a s a n t ,  i s  c e r t a i n l y
^®Taped interview with Ralph McGill, December 29, 1965.
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u n i q u e .  I n  1916,  a t  t h e  ag e  o f  e i g h t e e n ,  he was a d v i s e d  a g a i n s t  an  
a c t i n g  c a r e e r  b e c a u s e  h i s  " h u s k y  v o i c e  w ou ld  n e v e r  do f o r  r e a l  d r a m a t ­
i c s . " ^  C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y  d e s c r i b e d  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  a s  one " w h ic h  i s
known t o  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n  and  l e c t u r e  a u d i e n c e s  and  w h ic h  h a s  t h e
80g u s t y ,  r a s p y  t i m b r e  o f  a b a r n  d o o r  s w i n g i n g  i n  a h i g h  w i n d . "
On o c c a s i o n s ,  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  q u a l i t y  i s  a l m o s t  u n b e a r a b l e .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1947 ,  a  r e p o r t e r  n o t i c e d  M c G i l l ' s  " a t t a c k  o f  l a r y n ­
g i t i s "  when he spoke  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  and  Lee U n i v e r s i t y , ® * - When s p e a k ­
i n g  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  1959,  M c G i l l  coughed  and  c l e a r e d  h i s  t h r o a t  
w i t h  e a c h  p h r a s e ,  m a k ing  h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o l l o w .
E l e v e n  p e r s o n s  who h e a r d  M c G i l l  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  May 7,  
1965 ,  c h o s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  q u a l i t y :  
" lo w  & r a s p y , "  " e a s y  t o  l i s t e n  t o , "  " r a s p y , "  " v o i c e  q u a l i t y  i s  a w f u l - -  
t h i n  & r a t h e r  h i g h , "  " n o t  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  m e - - i t  i s  t o o  h u s k y , "  " n o t  
' p r e t t y '  t o  l i s t e n  t o  [ b u t ]  n o t  i r r i t a t i n g , "  " a  l i t t l e  g r a v e l [ l ] y , "  
" v o i c e  q u a l i t y  i s  u n i q u e  and  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , "  "good  q u a l i t y  o f  v o i c e  
b u t  c l e a r e d  t h r o a t  o f t e n , "  " h o r r i s h - s q u e a k y , "  "a  h i g h  p i t c h e d  v o i c e  o f  
p o o r  q u a l i t y  w h ic h  g r a t e s  on my n e r v e s . "
P i t c h . M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  r e l i e s  upon  p i t c h  v a r i a t i o n  t o  em pha­
s i z e  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s .  A l s o ,  when he h a s  t a k e n  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  h i s
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  6 , 1947 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 . 
® ^ C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t  (December  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,
52.
®*~Ringtum Phi, February 21, 1947, editorial.
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s p e e c h ,  h i s  p i t c h  i n f l e c t i o n  p r o b a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  h i s  
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e .  I n d e e d ,  h i s  p r o n o u n c i a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  s ounds  
i s  much l i k e  a " b a r n  d o o r  s w i n g i n g  i n  a  h i g h  w i n d . "  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s ,  s p o k e n  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  1959 ,  b e g a n  on a  l e v e l  
p i t c h ,  b u t  when M c G i l l  came t o  t h e  v o w e l ,  he g r a d u a l l y  r o s e  u n t i l  t h e  
sound  f a d e d  away : " T e n n e s s e e , "  " p o o r , "  " w h o l e , "  and " s m a l l . "  W i th
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  M c G i l l  w i l l  b e g i n  on a l e v e l  p i t c h ,  g r a d u a l l y  r i s e ,  a s  
w i t h  t h e  w ords  l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e n ,  t u r n  s l o w l y  u n t i l  he d r o p s - o f f  on 
a  low p i t c h ;  " y e a r s , "  " f i r e d , "  and  " s u r e . "
T h e re  a r e  t i m e s  when M c G i l l  h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n t r o l l i n g  h i s  
p i t c h .  He may b e g i n  a s e n t e n c e  o r  word a t  a h i g h  p i t c h ,  t h e n  a t t e m p t  
t o  go  h i g h e r  when e m p h a s i z i n g  a p o i n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he g o e s  beyond 
h i s  r a n g e  and m u s t  end h i s  s e n t e n c e  a b r u p t l y .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  M c G i l l  
o f t e n  d i s t u r b s  t h e  mood he has  c r e a t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  i d e a s .
M c G i l l  may be u n a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  p i t c h  a t  c e r t a i n  l e v e l s .  
When a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y  h i s  drama c a r e e r  was c u t  s h o r t  b e c a u s e  
h i s  " v o i c e  d i d  n o t  have  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r a n g e  t o  e n a b l e  h im  t o  go  f a r "  
i n  t h e  t h e a t e r . 82 i n  1 9 5 4 , M c G i l l  w r o t e  t h a t  he had  " n o  a b i l i t y  t o
Q O
s i n g . " OJ T h e re  i s  p r o b a b l y  a s e c o n d  r e a s o n  why M c G i l l  h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  
w i t h  h i s  p i t c h  c o n t r o l .  He a p p a r e n t l y  becomes  so  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h i s  
m e s s a g e  t h a t  he m o m e n t a r i l y  f o r g e t s  a b o u t  h i s  d e l i v e r y ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
h i s  v o i c e  r e a c h e s  i t s  h i g h e s t  p i t c h  b e f o r e  he r e a l i z e s  w ha t  he h a s
^ Atlanta Constitution. November 8, 1949, col. 3, p. 10.
®^Ibid., January 28, 1954, col. 1, p. 1.
150
d o n e .  T h e n ,  he s t o p s  a s  i f  he  h a s  s t a r t l e d  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  mood i s  
l o s t .
One exam ple  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how M c G i l l ' s  p i t c h  
a f f e c t s  h i s  s p e a k i n g .  When t e l l i n g  a n  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e  i n
1959 a b o u t  h i s  r e c e n t  t r i p s  t o  c i t y  s l u m s ,  he u s e d  San  F r a n c i s c o  t o
i l l u s t r a t e  how c i t i e s  h a d  c h a n g e d .  When he r e a c h e d  t h e  w o rd s  " a  c i t y
o f "  ( " S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a c i t y  o f  r e p r e ­
s e n t s  M c G i l l ' s  p a u s e ]  b e a u t y  and o f  a n c i e n t  . . . " ) ,  h i s  p i t c h  g o t  
e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  and  h i s  mood and  c h a i n  o f  t h o u g h t  w ere  i n t e r ­
r u p t e d  .
A p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  same s e n t e n c e  ( " f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  c i t y  o f " )  was 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  s p e c t r o g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s .  W i th  t h e  h e l p  o f  J o h n  L. 
L e i n h a r d t ,  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  i n  s p e e c h  s c i e n c e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  Kay E l e c t r i c  S o n a g r a p h  was  u s e d  i n  m a k ing  a s p e c t r o ­
g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  t e s t  was  t o  
d i s c o v e r  w h a t  d i d  h a p p e n  when M c G i l l  moved f rom  a r e l a t i v e  n o r m a l  
p i t c h  when he s a i d  " f o r  e x a m p l e , "  t o  a v e r y  h i g h  p i t c h  when he s a i d  
" a  c i t y  o f . "  D r .  G eo rg e  Gunn,  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  a u d i o l o g y  and  
s p e e c h  s c i e n c e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s ;  
(S e e  F i g u r e  1 . )
The v o i c e  p i t c h  f o r  " f o r  e x a m p le "  i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  n o rm a l  
r a n g e  ( c e n t e r i n g  a r o u n d  140 c y c l e s  p e r  s e c o n d ) .  The p i t c h  
f o r  " a "  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  f o r  a m a le  v o i c e  ( 2 0 0  c . p . s . ) .
The v o i c e  p i t c h  f o r  " i "  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s y l l a b l e  o f  " c i t y "  
i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 50  c y c l e s .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i t c h  i s  u n ­
u s u a l l y  h i g h ,  f a r  beyond  t h e  n o r m a l  f u n d a m e n t a l  f r e q u e n c i e s  
em p lo y ed  by  m a l e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  more  t h a n  a n  o c t i v e  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  vow e l  ( a )  w h i c h ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  wou ld  
be  t e r m e d  r a t h e r  h i g h .
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R a t e . M c G i l l ' s  r a t e ,  w h i l e  d i f f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  t y p e  o c c a s i o n  
and  method  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  u s u a l l y  i s  s low  and  d e l i b e r a t e .  M c G i l l ' s  
s p e e c h  a t  Emory p r o b a b l y  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  h i s  i n f o r m a l  a p p r o a c h  
t o  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  g i v e s  w h a t  he c a l l s  a n  " im p ro m p tu -  
d i s c u s s i o n , "  h i s  i d e a s  a r e n ' t  w e l l  c o n c e i v e d ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  r a t e  
l a c k s  u n i f o r m i t y .  He i s  n o t  s u r e  what  he w i l l  s a y  n e x t ,  so  h i s  s p e e c h  
i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o n g  p u r p o s e l e s s  p a u s e s  b e t w e e n  w o r d s ,  p h r a s e s ,  s e n ­
t e n c e s ,  and  p a r a g r a p h s .  The a u d i e n c e  m us t  w a i t ,  h o p i n g  M c G i l l  w i l l  
f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e  h i s  p o i n t .
When M c G i l l  i s  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d ,  h i s  i d e a s  f lo w  more s m o o th l y  
and  a r e  more  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  R a t e  t h e n  becomes  a n  a s s e t ,  r e v e a l i n g  
i n t e r e s t  and  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  t o p i c  and  a u d i e n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  a 
t a p e d  r e c o r d i n g  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  Temple  B e t h  Am, i n  M iami,  
M c G i l l  u s e d  p a u s e s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  h i s  p o i n t .  A l s o ,  he a p p l i e d  s t r e s s  t o  
c o n v e y  h i s  f e e l i n g s :
T h e r e - h a s - n e v e r - b e e n  a s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e - o f  a 
s i n g l e - s o u t h e r n - s t a t e -m a k in g  a n y  c o n c e s s i o n  i n  
[ r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ] .
Volume. M c G i l l ' s  vo lum e i s  l o u d  e n o u g h  t o  c o n v e y  h i s  i d e a s ,  
b u t  on  o c c a s i o n s  s e n t e n c e s  w i l l  f a d e  u n t i l  b e a r l y  a u d i b l e .  H is  d i f f i ­
c u l t y  u s u a l l y  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  when he jum ps  t o  
a s e c o n d  t h o u g h t  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s  f i r s t .  When M c G i l l  spoke  b e f o r e  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and  g u e s t s  a t  Temple B e th  Am, i f  t h e  t a p e d  r e c o r d i n g  
i s  a n y  i n d i c a t i o n ,  h i s  volume was  more t h a n  a d e q u a t e .
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A r t i c u l a t i o n . M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  i s  a b l e  t o  make a c c e p t a b l e  
s p e e c h  s o u n d s ,  when h i s  s p e e c h  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  c o n c e i v e d .  T h i s  w r i t e r  
h a s  fo u n d  n o  p r o b l e m  r e s u l t i n g  f rom  M c G i l l ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r o n o u n c e  
phonemes  a n d  s y l l a b l e s .  At t i m e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  l a z y  l i p s ,  t o n g u e ,  and  
lo w e r  J aw ,  M c G i l l  mum bles .  A l s o ,  when s p e a k i n g  c e r t a i n  w o r d s ,  he 
makes  t h e  u s u a l  s u b s t i t u t i o n s  o f  ( 1 )  f o r  ( E ) ,  a s  i n  " t e n "  a n d  " m a n y . "
P r o n u n c i a t i o n . M c G i l l ' s  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  t h a t  o f  
e d u c a t e d  s o u t h e r n e r s .  H av in g  l i v e d  i n  T e n n e s s e e  a n d  G e o r g i a  a l l  o f  
h i s  l i f e ,  M c G i l l  h a s  s o u t h e r n  s p e e c h .  W h i le  h i s  s p e e c h  i s  p r o b a b l y  
s t a n d a r d ,  he o f t e n  h a s  f a u l t y  p r o n u n c i a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he ad d ed  a 
sound  when he s a i d  " r o u g h - a - l y "  i n  p l a c e  o f  " r o u g h l y . "  He d e l e t e d  a 
s y l l a b l e  when he  s a i d  " h a n l "  i n s t e a d  o f  " h a n d l e . "  M c G i l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when he h a s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  a n  a d d r e s s ,  w i l l  mumble e n t i r e  p h r a s e s .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i n  p l a c e  o f  "We w ere  a r e g i o n , "  M c G i l l  came o u t  w i t h  some­
t h i n g  l i k e  " W e - r - g n . "
M c G i l l ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  s t r e s s i n g  v o w e l s  i s  a l m o s t  a m u s in g  and  
c e r t a i n l y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  s p e a k i n g .  W h i le  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
d i v o r c e  f rom h i s  p i t c h  i n f l e c t i o n ,  M c G i l l  o f t e n  h o l d s  a sound  w i t h o u t  
v a r y i n g  h i s  p i t c h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he p r o l o n g s  s u c h  s o u n d s  a s  " o , "  " a , "  
" e , "  and  " u . "
I n  summary,  when M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s e s  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d ,  
h i s  r a t e ,  v o lu m e ,  and  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  a r e  a i d s  t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s p e e c h .  
Q u a l i t y  and p i t c h  s e t  M c G i l l  a p a r t  f rom  m o s t  s p e a k e r s  and c a n  c a u s e  him 
t o  be  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  o r  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon  h i s  h e a l t h  and 
amount o f  p r e p a r a t i o n .
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G e n e r a l  E f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  H is  D e l i v e r y
O p p o s in g  o p i n i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s
s p e e c h  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  I n  1965 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  was n o m i n a t e d  f o r
t h e  D e l t a  Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa A lp h a  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  a w a r d .  Dwight
F r e s h l e y ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  and one o f
t h o s e  v o t i n g  on t h e  a w a r d ,  s e n t  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  b o a r d  h i s  o p i n i o n
o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g .  , . 1  m u s t  c o n f e s s  t h a t  h e a r i n g  him i n  p e r s o n
i s  a  g r e a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ;  he j u s t  d o e s n ' t  f u l f i l l  t h e  ' e f f e c t i v e '
c a t e g o r y  a t  a l l . " ® ^  Dora B y ro n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a d u l t
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  when a s k e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  a t  Emory,
May 7 ,  1965 ,  r e p o r t e d ;
N o t h i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g ,  e i t h e r  n e g a t i v e  o r  p o s i t i v e ,  j u s t  good 
i n f o r m a l  " t a l k i n g  w i t h "  a u d i e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n - - ( M c G i 11,  h im ­
s e l f ,  w o u ld  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  a d m i t  he  h o l d s  no  p l a c e  a s  a 
dyn am ic  s p e a k e r ;  t h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e  man & f o r  w h a t  he s t a n d s  
be h i s  a p p e a l  on  t h e  p l a t f o r m - - ) , ® - *
I m p l i c i t  i n  t h e s e  two comments i s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  good w i l l  f a r  o u t  w e ig h  h i s  d e l i v e r y .  
F r e s h l e y ' s  i m p r e s s i o n ,  b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  upon  d e l i v e r y ,  w r o n g l y  i m p l i e s  
t h a t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  c a n  be d e t e r m i n e d  a p a r t  f rom a s p e a k e r ’ s i n t e l l i ­
g e n c e  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  u p o n  w h ic h  t h e  D e l t a  
Sigma Rho-Tau  Kappa A lp h a  aw ard  i s  j u d g e d .  T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who f i n d  
M c G i l l ' s  " i n e f f e c t i v e "  d e l i v e r y  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e .  H is  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,
®^*Typed comments s e n t  t o  p e r s o n s  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  1965 " S p e a k e r  
o f  t h e  Y e a r"  aw ard  f o r  D e l t a  Sigma Rho-Tau  Kappa A lp h a .
®^Letter to this writer in January, 1966.
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t h e y  s u g g e s t ,  e m p h a s i z e s  h i s  i d e a s .  T h i s  v ie w  i s  found  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t
n e w s p a p e r  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  and  Lee U n i v e r s i t y ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1947:
. . . we had  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r  Mr.  R a l p h  M c G i l l  s p e a k  
on  Monday.  . . . H e r e ,  a t  l a s t ,  was  a s p e a k e r  who c o u l d  
a n d  w ou ld  g i v e  u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  . . . f a c t s !  . . .  he spoke  
" s t r a i g h t  f rom t h e  s h o u l d e r . "  To u s  i t  seemed t h a t  he  was 
t h i n k i n g  f i r s t  o f  i n f o r m i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e - - a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  o f  
i m p r e s s i n g  th e m .  . . . S t u d e n t s  on t h e  v e r g e  o f  p l u n g i n g  
i n t o  t h e  w h i r l p o o l  o f  l i f e  w a n t - - a n d  n e e d - - c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 
t h a n  b e a u t i f u l  o r a t o r y ,  u n t r i e d  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y ,  a n d  m o r a l  
d i d a c t i c i s m .  They w a n t  f a c t s ;  a n d  i t  was f a c t s  w h ic h  Mr.
M c G i l l  g a v e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  Monday n i g h t .  We s i n c e r e l y  hope  
h i s  v i s i t  may m a rk  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a new t r e n d  o f  p r o c u r i n g  
s p e a k e r s  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  a s s e m b l i e s . ® ®
The t r u t h  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a b i l i t y  a s  a s p e a k e r ,  more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
a s  a  d e l i v e r e r  o f  s p e e c h e s ,  p r o b a b l y  l i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  
i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  F r e s h l e y  and  t h e  c o l l e g e  e d i t o r .  T h i s  w r i t e r  w i l l  e v a l ­
u a t e  M c G i l l ' s  d e l i v e r y  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e e c h e s  
s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  two c h a p t e r s .
®®R ln g tu m  P h i . F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1947 ,  e d i t o r i a l .
CHAPTER V
ANALYSIS OF RALPH MCGILL'S BLAZER LECTURE 
M c G i l l  h a s  n o t  o n l y  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  he h a s  a l s o  
b e e n  a c t i v e  a s  an  o r a t o r .  To d e t e r m i n e  M c G i l l ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a s  a 
s p e a k e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  two o f  h i s  o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c ­
t u r e  and h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h i s  c h a p ­
t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  M c G i l l  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  K e n tu c k y  on F e b r u a r y  10,  1959.
S p e a k i n g  O c c a s i o n  
R a l p h  M c G i l l  went  t o  L e x i n g t o n  t o  c o n v i n c e  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  
and  t o w n s p e o p l e  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  o p e n .
To u n d e r s t a n d  f o r c e s  w h ic h  w ere  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  
one m us t  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  s t a t u s  o f  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  A n a l y s i s  o f  o c c a s i o n  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  
p l a n  u s e d  by C hauncey  A l l e n  G o o d r i c h  i n  h i s  S e l e c t  B r i t i s h  E l o q u e n c e . 
p r o v i d i n g
. . . a  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s ,  e x ­
p l a i n i n g  m i n u t e l y  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  e x a c t  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e ,  b e i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  
p l a c e  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  s c e n e  a s  a n  a c t u a l  
s p e c t a t o r  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t . ^
H i s t o r i c a l  B a ck g ro u n d
P r i o r  t o  t h e  Supreme C o u r t ' s  r u l i n g  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s ,
^■Chauncey A l l e n  G o o d r i c h ' s  S e l e c t  B r i t i s h  E l o q u e n c e  (New Y ork :  
The B o b b s - M e r r i l l  Company,  I n c . ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p . v i .
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May 17 ,  1954 ,  t h e  S o u th  was r e l a t i v e l y  ca lm  w i t h  i t s  s e p a r a t e  b u t  u n ­
e q u a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  H owever ,  t h e  New York Times  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h a t  c o u r t ' s  r u l i n g ,  t h e  S o u t h  had  " w i t ­
n e s s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n f u s i o n ,  much i n d e c i s i o n ,  more  u n e a s i n e s s  and  a
y
few b o l d  e x p e r i m e n t s . "
E v e n t s  i n  t h e  S o u t h . The S o u t h ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  
r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  was d e c i s i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  l e g a l ,  p e r ­
s u a s i v e ,  s i l e n t ,  and  v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n .  L e g a l  o p p o s i t i o n  b e g a n  t h r e e  
d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  1954 r u l i n g  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s  when "Gov.  Thomas 
B. S t a n l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a  . . . i n v i t e d  S o u t h e r n  g o v e r n o r s  t o  m e e t  i n  
Richmond e a r l y  i n  J u n e  f o r  e x p l o r a t o r y  t a l k s  on t h e  s c h o o l  s e g r e g a t i o n
q u e s t i o n  , . When t h o s e  s t a t e s  met on J u n e  10 ,  1954,  " g o v e r n o r s
and  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s "  f rom t w e l v e  o f  f i f t e e n  s t a t e s  a t t e n d i n g  a g r e e d  
" t o  s e e k  l e g a l  means  o f  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  t h e  U. S. Supreme C o u r t ' s  d e s e g r e ­
g a t i o n  r u l i n g . " ^
T h i s  l e g a l  d e f i a n c e  t o o k  many f o r m s .  The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e p o r t e d  on J a n u a r y  10,  1956 ,  t h a t  " t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  b i l l s  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a  w i l l  b e g i n  moving  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  
S e n a t e  . . ."** V i r g i n i a  v o t e r s ,  on J a n u a r y  9 ,  1956,  " b y  a m a r g i n  o f
^ New York T i m e s , May 17 ,  1955,  c o l .  4 ,  p .  1.
-̂ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . May 2 1 ,  1954 ,  p .  1.
^ I b i d . .  J u n e  11,  1954,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ I b i d  . . J a n u a r y  10,  1956 ,  c o l .  5 ,  p .  1.
158
more t h a n  2 - 1  . .  . d i r e c t e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  A ss e m b ly  t o  c a l l  a c o n v e n t i o n  
t o  amend t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s o  s t a t e  money"  c o u l d  "be  u s e d  f o r  
t u i t i o n  g r a n t s  i n  p r i v a t e  n o n s e c t a r i a n  s c h o o l s . " ^  V i r g i n i a ' s  p a l l i a ­
t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  were  s t r u c k  down by t h e  c o u r t s .  On O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1957,  
t h e  Supreme C o u r t  r e f u s e d  " t o  r e v i e w  a d e c i s i o n  h o l d i n g  u n c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  t h e  s t a t e ' s  1956 P u p i l  P l a c e m e n t  A c t , " ^  a n d ,  on J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  
1959 ,  " V i r g i n i a ' s  l e g a l  b a r r i e r s  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  u n d e r  
w h ic h  n i n e  w h i t e  s c h o o l s "  had  " b e e n  s h u t t e r e d  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r ,  t o p -
Q
p l e d  . . .  i n  t h e  S t a t e  Supreme C o u r t . "  Alabama p r o b a b l y  was l e a s t  
i m a g i n a t i v e  i n  i t s  l e g a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  The 
A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t e d  J a n u a r y  19,  1956 ,  t h a t  " t h e  Alabama S e n a t e  
. . . s h o u t e d  i t s  a p p r o v a l  o f  a H o u s e - p a s s e d  ’n u l l i f i c a t i o n *  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  U. S .  Supreme C o u r t  a n t i s e g r e g a t i o n  r u l i n g s  ' o f  no 
e f f e c t '  i n  A labam a .
I n  1962 ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  K e n tu c k y  a d d r e s s ,  R i c h a r d  
B a r n e t t  and  J o s e p h  G a r a i ,  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  Where t h e  S t a t e s  S t a n d  on 
C i v i l  R i g h t s , d e s c r i b e d  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c o u r t  o r d e r s .  I n  1958,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  a u t h o r i z e d  i t s  g o v e r n o r  
t o  c l o s e  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i f  n e e d e d .  Alabama c i r c u m v e n t e d  t h e  
c o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  l e c t u r e .
^ I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y  10 ,  1956 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  8 , p .  1.
^ I b i d . .  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  1957 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  8 , p .  1.
® I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1959 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l s .  7 - 8 ,  p .  1.
^ I b i d . .  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1956 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  5 ,  p .  1.
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G e o r g i a  o p p o s e d  s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  b u t  by 1961 two g r a d e s  i n  A t l a n t a  
H igh  S c h o o l  had b e e n  d e s e g r e g a t e d .  U n t i l  1962,  F l o r i d a  law r e q u i r e d  
t o t a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
On A u g u s t  30 ,  1958 ,  f i v e  m on ths  b e f o r e  h i s  K e n tu c k y  s p e e c h ,  
M c G i l l  i n f o r m e d  h i s  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  o p p o s i t i o n  b e i n g  u s e d  by some 
s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  T h i s  n o t  o n l y  p r o v i d e s  a d d e d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  l e g a l  
o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  M c G i l l ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  g a t h e r ­
i n g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ;
The A r k a n s a s  p l a n  l a r g e l y  f o l l o w s  t h a t  o f  G e o r g i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  
and  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  I t  a l l o w s  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  w i t h ­
draw a l l  s t a t e  f u n d s  and  f o r b i d  t h e  u s e  o f  l o c a l .  . . .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  s t a t e s  p l a n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and  o f f i ­
c i a l l y  d e c l a r e  them no l o n g e r  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
They  t h e n  w i l l  p r o c e e d  t o  l e a s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  p r i v a t e  
o p e r a t o r s . H
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l e g a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  many l e a d e r s  u s e d  o r a l  p e r s u a ­
s i o n  and  s i l e n c e  t o  d e f y  c o u r t  la w .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  on J u n e  6 , 1954,  
G o v e r n o r  "Herman Ta lmadge  o f  G e o r g i a  . . . c a l l e d  t h e  U. S,  Supreme 
C o u r t ' s  b a n  on s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a ' j u d i c i a l  b r a i n w a s h i n g '  
and  s a i d ,  'We do n o t  r e c o g n i z e  i t  a s  a  l e g a l  d e c i s i o n . ^  D e n i a l  by 
t h e  c h u r c h  o f t e n  came i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s i l e n c e .  M e e t i n g  i n  H a r r i s b u r g ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  on O c t o b e r  17 ,  1956 ,  t h e  " U n i t e d  L u t h e r a n s ,  i n  a s to r m y  
s e s s i o n  . . . d e f e a t e d  a p r o p o s e d  s t a t e m e n t  [ 3 4 0  t o  159] s p e c i f i c a l l y
*-®Richard B a r n e t t  and  J o s e p h  G a r a i ,  Where t h e  S t a t e s  S t a n d  on 
C i v i l  R i g h t s  (New Y ork :  S t e r l i n g  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  pp .  8 4 - 8 5 ,
1 2 - 1 3 ,  4 2 ,  39 .
^Atlanta Constitution, August 30, 1958, col. 1, p. 1.
12 Ibid.. June 7, 1954, Associated Press, cols. 1-2, p. 1.
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e n d o r s i n g  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e
s c h o o l s . " I - *  The New York Times  o f  May 17 ,  1955,  sum m ar ized  r e a c t i o n
h e a r d  f rom  t h e  S o u t h :
T h e r e  a r e  t h i r t e e n  S o u t h e r n  and  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  " S o u t h l a n d . "  The " o f f i c i a l "  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h i s  
g r o u p i n g  s i n c e  l a s t  May 17 b r e a k s  down a s  f o l l o w s :  S o u t h
C a r o l i n a ,  G e o r g i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  and L o u i s i a n a  have  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  
Supreme C o u r t ’ s d i r e c t i v e s .  K e n t u c k y ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  V i r g i n i a ,
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  F l o r i d a ,  A labam a ,  T e x a s ,  A r k a n s a s  and  O k l a ­
homa have  a d o p t e d  a " w a i t - a n d - s e e "  p o l i c y .  Each s t a t e  h a s  
i t s  own d i s t i n c t  " c l i m a t e "  o f  o p i n i o n  on t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  
s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s .  The p r i n c i ­
p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  " w a i t - a n d - s e e "  s t a t e s  i s  t h a t  i n  
t h e  m a in  t h e y  h ave  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  w i d e l y  v a r y i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
r a t i o s  o f  N eg ro es  and  w h i t e s . ^
C o u r t  d e c i s i o n s  w e re  a l s o  met w i t h  open  v i o l e n c e .  On F e b r u a r y  
6 , 1956 ,  A u t h e r i n e  Lucy was " b a r r e d  f rom c l a s s e s '  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Alabama " a s  a s a f e t y  m e a s u r e . " ^  I n  S e p te m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  " b a y o n e t ­
armed N a t i o n a l  Guardsm en  w e a r i n g  g a s  masks  moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n  i n  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  A n d e r s o n  C oun ty  c o u r t h o u s e "  a t  C l i n t o n ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  " t o  
b r e a k  up  a new mob w h ic h  had g a t h e r e d  b o i s t e r o u s l y  . . .  on t h e  s c e n e  
o f  p r e v i o u s  a n t i - i n t e g r a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . '  On S e p te m b e r  7 ,  1956 ,  
t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "mob p r e s s u r e  . . . b l o c k e d  e f f o r t s  
o f  t h r e e  N eg ro es  t o  r e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  T e x a r k a n a ,  Texas  J u n i o r  Col l e g e .
l ^ I b i d . ,  O c t o b e r  18 ,  1956 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  5 ,  p .  1.
^ N e w  York T i m e s , May 17,  1955,  c o l ,  1,  p .  18.
•̂~* A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1956 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .
8 , p . 1.
^ Atlanta Constitution, September 3, 1956, col. 8, p. 1.
l^Ibid., September 8, 1956, Associated Press, cols, 2-3, p. 1.
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On S e p te m b e r  2 4 ,  1957 ,  v i o l e n c e  i n  L i t t l e  Rock ,  A r k a n s a s ,  f i n a l l y
c a u s e d  P r e s i d e n t  Dwight  D. E i s e n h o w e r  t o  send  1 , 0 0 0  s o l d i e r s  ’’e q u i p p e d
w i t h  l i v e  a m m u n i t i o n "  " t o  b a c k  a  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  i n t e g r a t i o n  o r d e r  w i t h
f o r c e . "1® V i o l e n c e  r e t u r n e d  t o  C l i n t o n ,  T e n n e s s e e  on O c t o b e r  5 ,  1958
when " t h r e e  e x p l o s i o n s  r o c k e d  i n t e g r a t e d  C l i n t o n  High  S c h o o l  . . . and
t h e  FBI i m m e d i a t e l y  l a u n c h e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  b o m b i n g s . " ^
By F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1959,  j u s t  f i v e  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  s o c i a l
d i s o r d e r  had  become so  g r e a t  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ,
. . . a s k e d  a d i v i d e d  C o n g r e s s  . . .  t o  make i t  a f e d e r a l  c r im e
t o  u s e  f o r c e  o r  mob v i o l e n c e  t o  b l o c k  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f
s c h o o l s  u n d e r  c o u r t  o r d e r s  . . . [ a n d  f o r ]  more  a u t h o r i t y  f o r
t h e  FBI i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s c h o o l s  and  c h u r c h  b o m b i n g s ,  and t o
a u t h o r i z e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  and  a d v i c e  t o  h e l p  s t a t e s  make t h e7 0ch a n g e  t o  d e s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s .
E v e n t s  i n  K e n t u c k y . Now t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  have  b e e n  
d e s c r i b e d ,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be f o c u s e d  on K e n t u c k y ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  s c h o o l  
i n t e g r a t i o n .  T h a t  s t a t e  showed l e s s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  y e t  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  v i o l e n c e .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  m o d e r a t e  l e a d e r s h i p  and a 
r e l a t i v e l y  m i l d  r a c i a l  p r o b l e m ,  K e n tu c k y  e x p r e s s e d  some w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
obey  f e d e r a l  l aw .
S e v e r a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y  t h e i r  p l a n s  
t o  a b i d e  by c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  When f i f t e e n  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  met a t  R i c h ­
mond i n  1954 t o  d i s c u s s  s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  " s p o k e s m e n  f o r  t h e  t h r e e
^ I b i d . . S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1957 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  8 , p .  1.
^ I b l d . ,  O c t o b e r  6 , 1958 ,  U n i t e d  P r e s s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  c o l .  8 ,
p. 1.
o nIbid., February 6, 1959, Associated Press, col, 8, p. 1.
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b o r d e r  s t a t e s  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  M a ry la n d  and West  V i r g i n i a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y "  wou ld  " v o l u n t a r i l y  com ply  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t ’ s d e c i s i o n . I n  
1955 ,  G o v e r n o r  L aw rence  W e t h e r b y  s t a t e d  t h a t  "he  had  n o t h i n g  t o  add
t o  l a s t  y e a r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  K e n tu c k y  wou ld  com ply  w i t h  w h a t e v e r
2 2r u l i n g  t h e  c o u r t  f i n a l l y  m a d e . "  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1957,  t h e  A s s o ­
c i a t e d  P r e s s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  m o d e r a t e  p o s i t i o n  o f  G o v e r n o r  W e t h e r b y ’ s 
s u c c e s s o r :
Gov.  A. B. C h a n d l e r ,  q u o t i n g  f rom  t h e  B i b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  
s t a n d ,  t o d a y  u r g e d  t h e  S o u th  t o  a c c e p t  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .
S p e a k i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  K e n tu c k y  M o to r  T r a n s p o r t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
G o v e r n o r  C h a n d l e r  s a i d  n e i t h e r  law ,  m o r a l i t y  n o r  common 
e q u i t y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n a l  v i e w p o i n t .  . . .
G o v e r n o r  C h a n d l e r  s a i d  i t  was h i s  f e r v e n t  w i s h  t h a t  he 
c o u l d  make a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  r a c i a l  a m i t y  
d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m . ^
Some e d u c a t o r s  a l s o  t o l d  o f  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f o l l o w  c o u r t  
r u l i n g s .  W e n d e l l  P .  B u t l e r ,  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  
a n d  e x - o f f i c i o  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  i n  
1954 t h a t  "we w i l l  do  w h a t e v e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  com ply  w i t h  t h e  l a w . " ^  
T h e s e  w o rd s  w e re  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  on S e p te m b e r  9 ,  1956 ,  when "com­
p l e t e  i n t e g r a t i o n "  was " o r d e r e d  by t h e  Board  o f  E d u c a t i o n "  o f  a l l  
s c h o o l s  i n  L o u i s v i l l e  " f r o m  k i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l .
2 1 I b i d . .  J u n e  11 ,  1954 ,  c o l ,  1, p .  1.  (no w i r e )
22 New York T i m e s ,  J u n e  1 ,  1955 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  30 .
23 I b i d . ,  November 2 1 ,  1957 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  1,  p .  36 ,
24 New York T i m e s , J u n e  1,  1955 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  30 .
25Atlanta Constitution, September 10, 1956, col, 8, p. 1„
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K e n t u c k y ,  t h e n ,  had made c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o g r e s s  i n  c o m p ly in g
w i t h  c o u r t  o r d e r s .  By 1956,  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  s c e n e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  had b e e n  r a c i a l l y
i n t e g r a t e d  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e  had  a l r e a d y  opened  i t s  d o o r s  
v o l u n t a r i l y .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  s o u t h e r n  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  
a c c e p t  them a s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s .  , . . The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
K e n tu c k y  a d m i t t e d  i t s  f i r s t  N egro  i n  t h e  summer o f  1949 
t o  a g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a c o u r t  o r d e r  
t h a t  was  n o t  a p p e a l e d .  I t  now h a s  e i g h t y - t h r e e  N eg roes  
i n  g r a d u a t e  and  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l s .
A l s o ,  B a r n e t t  and  G a r a i  found  t h a t  by 1959 ,  t h e  y e a r  o f  M c G i l l ' s
a d d r e s s ,  one h u n d r e d  and  t w e n t y - t h r e e  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  one h u n d re d
and  s e v e n t y - t w o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  o f  b o t h  r a c e s  had  b e e n
d e s e g r e g a t e d  .^7
K e n t u c k y ' s  p r o g r e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  was n o t  due s o l e l y  t o  good
l e a d e r s h i p .  T h a t  s t a t e  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a c u t e  r a c i a l  p r o b le m
e x p e r i e n c e d  f a r t h e r  S o u t h .  I n  1956 ,  t h e  New York  T imes  s u g g e s t e d  two
r e a s o n s  why K e n tu c k y  was  w i l l i n g  t o  comply  w i t h  f e d e r a l  la w ,  n e i t h e r
r e l a t i n g  t o  l e a d e r s h i p :
R i g i d  s e g r e g a t i o n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  e n f o r c e d  i n  K e n t u c k y .  T h a t  
f a c t  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  N e g ro e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a s m a l l  m i n o r -  
i t y - - o n l y  6 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n - - m a d e  t h e  
Supreme C o u r t ' s  o r d e r  t o  d e s e g r e g a t e  l e s s  g a l l i n g  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  t h a n  i t  was  f a r t h e r  s o u t h .  The N egro  p o p u l a t i o n  r a t i o  
had  b e e n  1 3 .3  i n  1900.^®
26'New York T i m e s . March  13 ,  1956 ,  S - l ,  L.
^ R i c h a r d  B a r n e t t  and  J o s e p h  G a r a i ,  Where t h e  S t a t e s  S t a n d  on 
C i v i l  R i g h t s . p .  6 4 .
28*New York Times. March 13, 1956, S-l, L.
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W ith  a l l  i t s  p r o g r e s s ,  K e n tu c k y  s t i l l  had  i t s  s h a r e  o f  r a c i a l  
c o n f l i c t  and  d e f i a n c e  o f  la w .  Many c i t i z e n s  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  i n t e g r a ­
t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e  M c G i l l  c o n f r o n t e d  i n  h i s  
B l a z e r  L e c t u r e .  On S e p te m b e r  7 ,  1956 ,  a t  S t u r g i s ,  K e n t u c k y ,  "mob 
p r e s s u r e  k e p t  n i n e  N e g ro e s  away f rom  s c h o o l  . . . d e s p i t e  a tw o - d a y  
v i g i l  o f  m i l i t i a m e n  a n d  p o l i c e  ' t o  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e  and  o r d e r . 1 . . .
The m i l i t i a "  had  " e s c o r t e d  t h e  N e g r o e s  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  d raw n  b a y o n e t s  
. . T h a t  same d a y ,  i n  C l a y ,  e l e v e n  m i l e s  f rom S t u r g i s ,
. . . a row dy ,  a n g r y  mob , . . r a n  new spape rm en  o u t  o f  town 
. . . i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a s c h o o l  s e g r e g a t i o n  d i s p u t e  s e e t h i n g  
f rom M a r y la n d  t o  T e x a s .  At l e a s t  f i v e  r e p o r t e r s  a n d  c a m e r a ­
men w e re  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  C la y  when t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  r e a c h  a r a c i a l  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a t  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  w h e re  two N egro  c h i l d r e n  
t r i e d  t o  e n r o l l  . .
On S e p te m b e r  2 5 ,  1956 ,  t h e r e  w e re  f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a t  
H e n d e r s o n ,  when "some 570 c h i l d r e n  . . . w a lk e d  o u t  o f  W e a v e r t o n  E le m e n ­
t a r y  S c h o o l  . . . i n  a p r o t e s t  l e d  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and  a w h i t e  c i t i ­
z e n s '  g r o u p  a g a i n s t  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  f i v e  N e g r o e s . F i n a l l y ,  i n  1957,  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a l s o  e r u p t e d  i n  e a s t e r n  K e n t u c k y :
H igh  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r  o f  West  V i r g i n i a  
a n d  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  K e n tu c k y  s t a g e d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t o d a y  a g a i n s t  
r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  S c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e  o u t b r e a k s ,  c o n ­
f i n e d  t o  p a r a d e s  and  c a t c a l l s ,  w e re  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  i n t e g r a ­
t i o n  t r o u b l e s  a t  L i t t l e  R o ck ,  A r k a n s a s .  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t o o k  
p l a c e  a t  W e l c h ,  West  V i r g i n i a ,  and  B e l f r y ,  K e n t u c k y ,  b u t  no 
v i o l e n c e  was r e p o r t e d .
1 Q̂A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . S e p te m b e r  8 ,  1956 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  
c o l s . 2 - 3 ,  p .  1.
30I b i d .
3\lbid., September 25, 1956, Associated Press, col. 4, p. 1.
32ibid., September 28, 1957, United Press, col. 2, p. 1,
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I n  summary,  b e t w e e n  t h e  Supreme C o u r t ' s  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  r u l i n g  
i n  1954 and  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  i n  1959 ,  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  t o  
r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o o k  many f o r m s .  W h i le  some
l e a d e r s  i n  K e n t u c k y ,  u n l i k e  t h o s e  i n  s t a t e s  f a r t h e r  s o u t h ,  w e re  w i l l -
33i n g  " t o  ob ey  f e d e r a l  l a w , "  many c i t i z e n s  o v e r t l y  o p p o s e d  i n t e g r a t i o n  
o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  S i n c e  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  had " t o l d  r e s i s t i n g  
S o u t h e r n e r s  . . . t h a t  ' e v a s i v e  schem es  f o r  s e g r e g a t i o n " '  c o u l d  n o t  
" n u l l i f y  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u r t , "  t h e r e  w e re  o n l y  two c h o i c e s  r e m a i n i n g . ^  
S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  c o u l d  e i t h e r  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e  o r  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .  T h i s  was t h e  e x a c t  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e  w i t h  w h ic h  M c G i l l  g r a p p l e d  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .  He c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  
s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
I m m e d ia t e  S p e e c h  S i t u a t i o n
To a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  M c G i l l  s p o k e ,  one s h o u l d  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  B l a z e r  s e r i e s  and  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t o o k  
p l a c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s .  Knowledge  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  
w h ic h  M c G i l l  spoke  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  e n a b l e  one t o  j u d g e  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  
a d j u s t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  s p e a k i n g  s i t u a t i o n .
The B l a z e r  s e r i e s . M c G i l l  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  s e v e r a l  
a d d r e s s e s  w h i c h  w e re  g i v e n  i n  t h e  B l a z e r  s e r i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
• ^ Where t h e  S t a t e s  S t a n d  on C i v i l  R i g h t s , p .  6 3 .
34Atlanta Constitution. September 30, 1958, Associated Press,
col. 8, p . 1.
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K e n tu c k y  i n  1 9 5 8 - 5 9 .  The f i r s t  l e c t u r e  was p r e s e n t e d  by  A r t h u r  J .  May,
p r o f e s s o r  o f  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R o c h e s t e r  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1958.
P r o f e s s o r  May d i s c u s s e d  " ' S o v i e t  R u s s i a  R e v i s i t e d , '  c o m p a r in g  h i s
3 5i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  R u s s i a  b e f o r e  World  War I I  and  i n  1 9 5 5 . "  On F e b r u a r y  
10 ,  1959 ,  t h r e e  m o n ths  l a t e r ,  M c G i l l  s t a t e d  w h a t  i t  m e an t  "To Be Young 
and a S o u t h e r n e r . "  I n  May o f  1959 ,  Howard Mumford J o n e s ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
E n g l i s h  a t  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  g ave  t h e  t h i r d  l e c t u r e .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  B l a z e r  l e c t u r e s  i n  1 9 5 8 -5 9 ,  t h e  
o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  p r o b a b l y  had  no  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t  on M c G i l l ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
The B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  was b eg u n  i n  1948,  " by  Mr, and  M rs .  P a u l  G. B l a z e r  
o f  A s h l a n d ,  who e s t a b l i s h e d  a fu n d  t o  p r o v i d e  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e c t u r e s  i n  
h i s t o r y  and  t h e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y "  o f  K e n t u c k y . ^
S i n c e  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  w ere  t h r e e  m o n th s  a p a r t  and  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  two 
w e re  a b o u t  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t o p i c s ,  t h e r e  was no a p p a r e n t  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  I s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was  n o t  
e x p e c t e d  t o  a d j u s t  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  a r e a  o t h e r  t h a n  " h i s t o r y  
and  t h e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s . "
O r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s . M c G i l l ' s  l e c t u r e  was t o  b e g i n  a t  8 p . m . ,  on 
t h e  campus o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .  A f t e r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  "a  s m a l l  
g r o u p  f o r  d i n n e r  a t "  a  h o t e l ,  M c G i l l  w en t  t o  t h e  cam pus .  R o b e r t  G.
L u n d e , p r o f e s s o r  o f  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  i n t r o d u c e d  M c G i l l .
• ^ L e x i n g t o n  H e r a l d . O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1958 ,  p r o v i d e d  by  Mary H e s t e r  
C o o p e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .
' I t
L e x i n g t o n  H e r a l d - L e a d e r . F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1959,  s e n t  by Mary 
H e s t e r  C o o p e r .
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F o l l o w i n g  h i s  f o r m a l  a d d r e s s ,  M c G i l l  a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  a b o u t
t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  M c G i l l  j o i n e d  i n  "a  s o c i a l  h o u r  w i t h  some
f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y  U. o f  K. f a c u l t y  and  t h e i r  w i v e s "  a t  t h e  home o f  
37P r o f e s s o r  L unde .
P h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g . The p h y s i c a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  p r o b a b l y  w e re  c o n ­
d u c i v e  t o  good o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  M c G i l l  and  h i s  a u d i t o r s .  
M c G i l l  spoke  i n  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  o f  T a y l o r  E d u c a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  He a p p a r ­
e n t l y  s t o o d  on a  s t a g e ,  b e n e f i t i n g  f rom  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e  u s u a l l y  u s e d  by 
s p e a k e r s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  h a l l .  B e c a u s e  t h e  f l o o r  was  s l o p e d ,  M cG i l l  
p r o b a b l y  was e a s i l y  s e e n , ^ ®  S i n c e  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  h e l d  o n l y  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y  p e r s o n s ,  M c G i l l  may h ave  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  c o n v e r s a ­
t i o n a l l y ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n  p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e d  some 
f o r m a l i t y .^9
The s e t t i n g  p l u s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  
t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  w h i c h  M c G i l l  t a l k e d .  B e c a u s e  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  was  n o t  
f u l l ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  a l a c k  o f  c o h e s i v e n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  
i m m e d i a t e  a u d i e n c e ;  t h e  a u d i t o r s  may h a v e  b e e n  t o o  s p r e a d  o u t . ^
The A u d i e n c e
I f  M c G i l l  hoped  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  h i s  p l e a  f o r  op en  p u b l i c
O  -j
I n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  by R o b e r t  G. L u n d e ,  May 3 ,
1966 .
Phone  c a l l  t o  a M rs .  S u l l i v a n  whose  o f f i c e  i s  i n  t h e  T a y l o r  
E d u c a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1966 .
■ ^ I n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  by  R o b e r t  G. L u n d e ,  May 3 ,  1966.
^^Phone  c a l l  t o  M r s .  S u l l i v a n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .
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s c h o o l s ,  he wou ld  h a v e  had  t o  a d a p t  h i e  I d e a s  t o  t h e  b e l i e f s ,  a t t i ­
t u d e s ,  a n d  g o a l s  o f  h i s  h e a r e r s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  one s h o u l d  a n a l y z e  
M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  t o  whom he 
s p o k e .
B e c a u se  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  M c G i l l  had t o  a ssum e  
t h e r e  wou ld  be p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  I n t e r e s t s .  Among t h e  two h u n ­
d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  t h e  a g e s  r a n g e d  f rom  a b o u t  e i g h t e e n  t o  
more t h a n  s i x t y ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M c G i l l  had t o  a d j u s t  t o  a w id e  v a r i e t y  
o f  i n t e r e s t s .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
w ou ld  p r o b a b l y  a d d r e s s  b o t h  men and  women. The t i t l e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  l e c ­
t u r e ,  "To Be Young and  a S o u t h e r n e r , "  shows t h a t  he  p r o b a b l y  d e s i g n e d  
h i s  m e s s a g e  f o r  s t u d e n t s .
Most  members o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  came from K e n t u c k y ,  
b r i n g i n g  w i t h  them  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  S i n c e  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  w ere  p e r s o n s  
p r e s e n t  who s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  o pen  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s  and  o t h e r s  who 
s u p p o r t e d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  M c G i l l  had  t o  make a c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  o f f e n d i n g  
c e r t a i n  a u d i t o r s  o r  s p e a k i n g  c i r c u i t o u s l y  s o  a s  n o t  t o  d i s t u r b .
S i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y ,  
t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  new i d e a s .  A l s o ,  s t u d e n t s  and 
f a c u l t y  a r e  u s u a l l y  more  i n f o r m e d  t h a n  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n s .  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  
w ou ld  h a v e  t o  be c e r t a i n  o f  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  r e a s o n i n g .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  w h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  a t t i t u d e  
was  t o w a r d  M c G i l l  and  h i s  s u b j e c t .  HiB t i t l e  p r o b a b l y  had  some a p p e a l  
t o  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  made i t  o b v i o u s  t h a t  he  p l a n n e d
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t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  S o u t h ,  a  t o p i c  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  m os t  K e n t u c k y i a n s .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  s poke  t o  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  a u d i e n c e  composed 
o f  two h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  men a n d  women, p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  numerous  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e r n i n g  p u b l i c  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  W hi le  
many o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  p r o b a b l y  r e s p e c t e d  M c G i l l  a s  a  c o u r a g e o u s  w o r k e r  
f o r  human r i g h t s ,  some p r o b a b l y  d i s l i k e d  him and  h i s  i d e a s  im m e n s e ly .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M c G i l l  f a c e d  a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  i n  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a l l  
o f  t h e  members  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
McGi1 1 1s B a s i c  P r e m i s e s  
M c G i l l ' s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n s ,  b o o k s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and  s p e e c h e s  
r e v e a l  s i x  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  w h i c h  u n d e r l i e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  and  o t h e r  i s s u e s :
1.  A l l  men s h o u l d  be g r a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  
f u l l  c i t i z e n s h i p .
2 .  F r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  a m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  o p p o s e  
w r o n g .
3 .  E d u c a t i o n  i s  r e q u i s i t e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  and  community  p r o g r e s s .
4 .  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  
t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .
5 .  Laws s h o u l d  be o b e y e d .
6 .  I n d i v i d u a l s  and  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e  
f e a s i b l e .
T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  s e e k  t o  show t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  b a s i c  b e l i e f s  on 
M c G i l l ' s  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  e d u c a t i o n .
When M c G i l l  spoke  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  he a d v o c a t e d  
k e e p i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o p e n ,  a c o n d i t i o n  w h ic h  c o u l d  o n l y  c o n t i n u e  
i f  t h e  s c h o o l s  w e re  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d .  T h i s  s t a n d  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  h i s  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  M c G i l l ' s  
b a s i c  p r e m i s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n e d  u n c h a n g e d ,  t h o u g h  h i s  s o l u t i o n  u n d e r ­
w e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n .
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T h r e e  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  u n d e r l a y  M c G i l l ' s  g o a l s ,  a n d  t h r e e  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  p r e m i s e s  d e t e r m i n e d  h i s  m e th o d s  o f  a t t a i n i n g  t h o s e  g o a l s .  
M c G i l l ' s  g o a l  f rom t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s  was t h e  same,  
t o  make a v a i l a b l e  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l .  The a n a l y s i s  
b e lo w  shows how M c G i l l ' s  p r e m i s e s  a f f e c t e d  t h i s  g o a l  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  how 
h i s  p r e m i s e s  a f f e c t e d  h i s  m e th o d s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  g o a l .
The f i r s t  p r e m i s e  u n d e r l y i n g  M c G i l l ' s  p l e a  f o r  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n
was t h a t  a l l  men s h o u l d  be  g r a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  f u l l
c i t i z e n s h i p .  T h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  s t a t e m e n t s  made by  M c G i l l
i n  1947 ,  1961 ,  and  1964:
[ 1 9 4 7 ]  The N egro  o u g h t  t o  be em p lo y ed  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  
s k i l l s  and  a b i l i t y .  We k e e p  o u r  economy p o o r  by  d e p r e s s i n g  
h im .  . . .  We w i l l  do  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  N e g r o ,  and  t h e  m i n o r i ­
t i e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  i f  we p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  o f f e n s i v e  d i r e c t e d  
a t  t h e  b a s i c  i n j u s t i c e s  i n  h o u s i n g ,  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s ,  p o l i c e  and  c o u r t s .
[ 1 9 6 1 ]  T h e r e  a r e  l e s s o n s  a h e a d ,  u n p a l a t a b l e  t o  some,  f o r  w h ic h  
we w i l l  do  w e l l  t o  p r e p a r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y .  . . .
We m u s t  b e g i n  w i t h  a b a s i c  f a c t . I t  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  h a s  
e q u a l  r i g h t s  i n  a l l  p u b l i c  f i e l d s  o f  l i f e - - a t  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x ,  
i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e t  c e t e r a .
[ 1 9 6 4 ]  The rem edy  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a s  d i f f i c u l t .  I t  i s  t o  g r a n t  
t o  t h e  Negro  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  f u l l  c i t i z e n s h i p .
I t  i s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  N eg ro  and s e e  a n o t h e r  human b e i n g . ^
The s e c o n d  p r e m i s e  i n f l u e n c i n g  M c G i l l ' s  c a m p a ig n  f o r  e q u a l  e d u ­
c a t i o n  was t h a t  f r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  a m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  oppose
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . J u n e  2 2 ,  1947,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  12C.
^ 2 I b i d . , F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1961 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
43 R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  The S o u th  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r  ( B o s t o n :  L i t t l e ,
Brown and  Company,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  2 3 2 .
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w ro n g ,  i . e . ,  u n e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  e m p h a s i z e  
M c G i l l ' s  c a l l  f o r  m o r a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  e v i l s :
[ 1 9 4 6 ]  I f ,  i n  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  S t a t e s ,  we a r e  
n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  do  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  j o b s ,  t o  s t a n d  o u t  a g a i n s t  
w h a t  i s  w rong  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  l e a d s  t o  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  
c r i t i c i s m ,  we w o n ' t  h a v e  v e r y  h a p p y  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  S t a t e s . ^
[ 1 9 4 7 ]  W h a t e v e r  i s  done  m u s t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  m e e t  t h e  t e s t  o f  
b e i n g  r i g h t  o r  w r o n g .  . . .  We must  f i r s t  be h o n e s t  w i t h  
o u r s e l v e s .  . . .  We c a n n o t ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  be o r  i n  w h a t e v e r  
f i e l d ,  c l o t h e  w rong  i n  t h e  g a r m e n t s  o f  law o r  e m o t i o n  and 
s a y ,  " I t  i s  m i n e .  You w i l l  p l e a s e  l e t  i t  a l o n e . "  M ora l  
r i g h t  i s  s lo w  a n d  p a t i e n t .  . . . B u t ,  you c a n n o t  e s c a p e  i t . ^
[ 1 9 6 2 ]  The C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h  c a n n o t  f o r e v e r  p r o c e e d  w i t h  
p l a t i t u d e s  and  i r r e l e v a n c i e s , w i t h  f i d d l e - f a d d l e ,  w i t h  
o p e r a t i n g  h u g e ,  r i c h  c o u n t r y  c l u b  c h u r c h e s  w h i c h  a r e  a l m o s t  
t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  e c h o i n g  w i t h  
c l i c h e s  and  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  p e a c e  o f  m i n d , ^
[ 1 9 6 4 ]  I f  a f r e e  s o c i e t y  i s  t o  r e a c h  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o a l ,  
a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d ,  i t  m u s t  do s o  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h r o u g h  
i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n s .  T h i s  f r e e d o m  i m p l i e s  a m o r a l  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  f r e e  b u s i n e s s ,  a 
f r e e  p r e s s ,  f r e e  l a b o r ,  f r e e  c i v i c  g r o u p s ,  a f r e e  b a r ,  and  
f r e e  men.  . . .  We c a n n o t  e q u a t e  t h e  m o r a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  j u s t  
d e e d  o f  a f r e e  man w i t h  t h e  same d e e d  o f  a s t a t e  a u t o m a t i o n .
I f  a  g r o u p  i n  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  a c t s  r e s p o n s i b l y - - t h e r e  
b e i n g  no  m o r a l  c h o i c e - - t h e r e  c a n  be no  m o r a l  c r e d i t . 47
Though  c o n c e r n  f o r  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l a r g e l y  a f f e c t e d
M c G i l l ' s  g o a l s ,  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  i n  more  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h i s
p r e m i s e  h a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  m e tnod  o f  a c h i e v i n g  e q u a l
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  N e g r o .  Now t h a t  r a c i a l  b a r r i e r s  and
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . A u g u s t  5 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6,  
^ I b i d . . J a n u a r y  3 ,  19 4 7 ,  c o l .  3,  p .  10.
^ I b i d . . S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1962 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ S o u t h  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r . p .  2 3 1 .
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s o u t h e r n  t r a d i t i o n s  h ave  k e e n  b r o k e n ,  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  n e e d  f o r  M c G i l l  
t o  be d i s c r e e t .  Where i n  t h e  p a s t  M c G i l l ' s  p o l i c i e s  w e re  d e t e r m i n e d  
l a r g e l y  by  f e a s i b i l i t y  and  o b e d i e n c e  t o  l a w ,  l a t e l y  he h a s  s t r e s s e d  
m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
The t h i r d  p r e m i s e  b e h i n d  M c G i l l ' s  u l t i m a t e  a im  o f  e q u a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n  was  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  r e q u i s i t e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  and  community  p r o g ­
r e s s .  T h i s  b a s i c  b e l i e f  p r o b a b l y  g rew  o u t  o f  a  s t u d y  made by  M c G i l l  
i n  1938 ,  a f i r s t - h a n d  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a  and  S c a n d i ­
n a v i a .  When M c G i l l ' s  f i n d i n g s  w e re  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1938 by t h e  G e o r g i a  
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  he w r o t e :
An e d u c a t e d  man w i t h  a t  l e a s t  some i d e a  o f  how t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a b o u t  him i s  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  f o r  mak ing  
h i s  l o t  a  b e t t e r  one a n d  f o r  m a k in g  h i s  com muni ty  a n  im proved  
one . ®
T h i s  f a i t h  i n  e d u c a t i o n  l e d  M c G i l l  t o  s u p p o r t  e q u a l  s c h o o l s  a s
a  p r i m a r y  means  o f  h e l p i n g  t h e  N e g ro :
I f  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  c a n  be g i v e n  Negro  c h i l d r e n  and  d e c e n t  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  and a d e q u a t e  w ag es  p a i d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  i f  
J o b s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t r a i n e d  N e g r o e s ,  t h a t  i s  more  i m p o r ­
t a n t  f o r  t h e  l o n g  p u l l  t h a n  a n y  p h y r r i c  v i c t o r y  w h i c h  a l l o w s  
W a l t e r  W h i t e ,  o r  P h i l i p  R a n d o l p h ,  o f  t h e  NAACP, t o  sw in g  on 
t h e i r  t r a p e z e  a n d  p r e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  w h a t  b i g  b o y s  t h e y  
a r e .  [ 1 9 4 8 ] ^
Ten  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e a c h  t h i s  th e m e ,  t h i s  
t i m e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  t h e  i s s u e  d e b a t e d  
i n  K e n t u c k y :
®Ralph M c G i l l  and  Thomas C. D a v i d ,  Two G e o r g i a n s  E x p l o r e  
S c a n d i n a v i a  A C o m p a r i s o n  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  Democracy  i n  N o r t h e r n  Europe  
an d  G e o r g i a  ( A t l a n t a :  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  12.
^Atlanta Constitution, May 30, 1948, col. 3, p. 12B.
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But o u t  o f  t h e  c h a o s  o f  no  s c h o o l s  and t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a p r i v a t e  s y s t e m  w i l l  em erge  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m .  , . . The new s y s t e m  may e v e n  be a  f e d e r a l l y  s u p ­
p o r t e d  one b o r n  o f  n e c e s s i t y .  T h e r e  w i l l ,  i n  t i m e ,  be 
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  
t o  be  w i t h o u t  th e m .  . . .  I t  i s  a  p e r i o d  when more  e d u c a t e d  
p e o p l e ,  n o t  f e w e r ,  a r e  n e e d e d . ^0
From t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s  u n t i l  1959,  t h e n ,  M c G i l l ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  
e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g .  H is  a p p r o a c h  t o  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  p u r ­
p o s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h i f t e d  f rom  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  t o  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  Why d i d  t h i s  c h a n g e  come a b o u t ?  F i r s t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be 
s t a t e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  h a s  n e v e r  had  a  " p o l i c y  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n . "  H is  g o a l  
h a s  b e e n  t o  o b t a i n  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  t h e  N e g r o ,  n o t  mix  t h e  r a c e s .  How­
e v e r ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  a s  M c G i l l  became l e s s  d i s c r e e t ,  h i s  s t r o n g  
e m p h a s i s  upon  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h ave  b e e n ,  and  maybe 
r i g h t l y  s o ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  s u p p o r t  f o r  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  On F e b r u a r y  
3 ,  1959 ,  h o w e v e r ,  when M c G i l l  d e l i v e r e d  a l m o s t  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  s p e e c h  a t  
A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  he w ou ld  u s e  orte week l a t e r  i n  K e n t u c k y ,  M c G i l l  
s t a t e d ,  " I  do  n o t ,  and  have  n o t ,  a d v a n c e d  a p o l i c y  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n .  Nor 
d o  I  h a v e  s u c h  a  p o l i c y .  My o n l y  p o l i c y  h a s  b e e n  one  o f  p r o c e e d i n g  by 
l a w f u l  p r o c e s s e s  . " ^  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  when M c G i l l  gave  
t h i s  same b a s i c  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  h i s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e ,  he 
d e l e t e d  t h a t  r e m a r k  f rom  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t .
^ I b i d . . November 15,  1958 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  1.
^ H t o n u s c r i p t  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by  R a l p h  M c G i l l .  T h a t  M c G i l l  
a c t u a l l y  s a i d  t h i s  was  c o n f i r m e d  i n :  A u g u s t a  C h r o n i c l e . F e b r u a r y  4 ,
1959 ,  c o l s .  3 - 8 ,  p .  5 .
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I f  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a p o l i c y  o f  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  when he 
s p o k e  a t  K e n t u c k y ,  why d i d  he s u p p o r t  o p e n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  w h ic h  m ean t  
r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s ?  T h r e e  p r e m i s e s  l e d  M c G i l l  t o  s u p p o r t  
s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  s c h o o l s  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s  and  r a c i a l l y  i n t e ­
g r a t e d  s c h o o l s  a f t e r  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  o f  1954 .  F i r s t ,  he 
b e l i e v e d  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  
t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  U n t i l  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  o p p o s e d  a l l  f e d e r a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  c i t i z e n s '  r i g h t s .  U n l i k e  many s o u t h e r n e r s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  was n o t  a  d e l a y i n g  t a c t i c  n o r  a  p a l l i a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  M c G i l l  a c t u a l l y  w a n te d  t o  p r o v i d e  e q u a l  f u n d s ,  f a c i l i ­
t i e s ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  N e g ro .  The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  demon­
s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  s t r o n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  s o u t h e r n e r s  s h o u l d  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  own 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :
[ 1 9 4 6 ]  Those  S o u t h e r n e r s  who r e s e n t  w h a t  g e n e r a l l y  i s  t e rm e d  
" o u t s i d e  i n t e r f e r e n c e "  . . . m i g h t  j u s t  a s  w e l l  p r e p a r e  t o  
make t h e  m os t  o f  i t . . . . We h a v e  s a i d  t o  l e t  u s  a l o n e  and  
we w o u ld  do t h e  j o b .  We h a v e  n o t  done  t h a t  j o b .  S h a l l  we have  
t h e  m o r a l  c o u r a g e  t o  do i t  o r  n o t ?  A l o t  o f  A m e r i c a n s  w a n t  t o
k n o w .52
[ 1 9 4 8 ]  I  w an t  t h e  S o u t h  t o  do  w h a t  i s  r i g h t .  I  do  n o t  w an t
t h e  F e d e r a l  G overnm en t  t o  com pe l  i t .  . . . I  w an t  G e o r g i a  and 
M i s s i s s i p p i  and  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  . . .  t o  do  
w h a t  i s  j u s t  a n d  r i g h t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w an t  t o  do i t ,  and  n o t
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  made t o  do so.-*-*
[ 1 9 4 8 ]  I  am on t h e  s i d e  o f  human r i g h t s  and b e l i e v e  i t  t h e
o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h  t o  s o  be  and  t o  p o s i t i v e l y  a s s e r t  
i t s e l f .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  c a n  be l e g i s l a t e d . ^
•^Atlanta Constitution. August 3, 1946, col. 3, p. 4.
^ I b i d . , March 1, 1948, col. 6, p. 3,
^ I b i d . . September 2, 1948, col. 3, p. 12.
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[ 1 9 5 5 ]  I n  a  l i m i t e d  s e n s e  t h e  c o u r t  [ I n  r e q u i r i n g  i n t e ­
g r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  a " r e a s o n a b l e "  t i m e ]  h a s  o r d e r e d  
a  p ro g ra m  o f  g r a d u a l i s m .  . . . What t h i s  w i l l  do  i s  e x a c t l y
w h a t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  done  . . . r e s t o r e  d e c i s i o n  a s  n e a r l y
a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l . ^
[ 1 9 6 1 ]  We do  n o t  n e e d  new l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
we m u s t  f i n d  t h e  w i l l  t o  do  by  o u r s e l v e s .  . . . Not u n t i l
we do t h i s ,  w i l l  t h e  S o u t h  be  a b l e  f u l l y  t o  make i t s  g r e a t
s t r e n g t h  and  good w i l l  f e l t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  o f  
m o r a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c s  and i n d u s t r y . ^ ®
The s e c o n d  p r e m i s e  u n d e r l y i n g  M c G i l l ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  e q u a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n  f o r  a l l  was  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  I s w b  s h o u l d  be  o b e y e d .  T h i s  c o n v i c ­
t i o n  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b o t h  M c G i l l ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  
s c h o o l s  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  B e c a u s e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  
r e s p e c t  f o r  l aw ,  h i s  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v o l v e d  
t h r o u g h  t h r e e  s t a g e s .
The f i r s t  s t a g e ,  a d v o c a c y  o f  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  s c h o o l s ,  
l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s .  Though on  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  d u r i n g  
h e a t e d  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  s e g r e ­
g a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s  t o  be  t h e  " o n l y  w o r k a b l e  s y s t e m , "  h i s  u s u a l  
e m p h a s i s  was  u p o n  e q u a l  f u n d s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t y .  U n t i l  a s  
l a t e  a s  1950 ,  M c G i l l  c r u s a d e d  f o r  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  
was t h e  law o f  t h e  l a n d :
[ 1 9 4 6 ]  B e l i e v i n g  now, a s  a l w a y s ,  i n  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s  
a s  t h e  b e s t  a n d  o n l y  w o r k a b l e  s y s t e m ,  i t  i s  p o s e l b l e  t o  make 
a  few com m ents .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  good  . . . men and  women i n  
G e o r g i a  . , . b e l i e v e  J u s t  a s  f i r m l y  a s  Mr.  [ E u g e n e ]  Talmadge  
i n  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  r a c e s .  But  t h e y  p a r t  w i t h  h im  t h e r e .  They
^ I b l d .. June 1, 1955, col. 1, p. 1.
^ Ibld.. February 18, 1961, col. 1, p. 1.
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do n o t  go on w i t h  h a t e  and v i o l e n c e .  They b e l i e v e  t h e r e  may 
be s e p a r a t i o n  o f  r a c e s  and  s t i l l  e q u a l  j u s t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  law; 
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u s e  o n e ' s  s k i l l s  and s t i l l  n o t  h ave  t o  
mix  w i t h  o t h e r  w o r k e r s ;  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h ­
o u t  m i x i n g  i n  s c h o o l s . 57
[ 1 9 4 8 ]  I  a l w a y s  h ave  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we,  a s  a  r e g i o n  and  a 
p e o p l e ,  h ave  b e e n  d i s h o n e s t  i n  o u r  s e g r e g a t i o n  p o l i c y  . . .
We w r o t e  o u r  laws t o  s a y  t h a t  w h£ le  t h e  r a c e s  w e re  t o  be 
s e p a r a t e d  we w o u l i  p r o v i d e  " s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l "  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
t r a v e l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a.**U o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s  we have  n o t  
done and no p e r s o n  c a n  i n s i s t  we have  made a f a i r  e f f o r t  t o
do s o . 58
[1 9 5 0 ]  We want  some l e a d e r s h i p  i n  law and  i n  c r e a t i n g  i n  t h e  
common s c h o o l  d i v i s i o n  a p ro g ram  o f  e q u a l i z a t i o n .  I f  we do 
n o t  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  w i l l  be f o r c e d  t o  i n v a d e  t h e  f i e l d  , . .
The f i r s t  s t a g e ,  t h e n ,  o f  M c G i l l ' s  c h a n g i n g  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  
e d u c a t i o n ,  was s u p p o r t  o f  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  s c h o o l s .  The s e c o n d  s t a g e ,  
a l s o  b a s e d  on t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  laws s h o u l d  be o b e y e d ,  was t h e  t r a n s i ­
t o r y  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  and r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  
From t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  M c G i l l  t r i e d  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  
S o u th  f o r  a  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  he knew would  come. On A p r i l  9,
1953 ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e  a p r o p h e t i c  column e n t i t l e d ,  "One Day 
I t  W i l l  Be Monday":
. . . one o f  t h e s e  Mondays t h e  Supreme C o u r t  . . .  i s  g o i n g  
t o  hand  down a  r u l i n g  w h ic h  may . . . o u t l a w  t h e  S o u t h ' s  d u a l  
s y s t e m ,  w h o l l y  o r  i n  p a r t .  . . .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  d o e s n ' t  y e t  h ave  a n y  i d e a  t h a t  s u c h  a d e c i s i o n  
i s  p o s s i b l e .  . . .  So ,  somebody . . . o u g h t  t o  be t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
i t  c a l m l y ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e l y .  . . . The v i t a l  p o i n t  i s - - t h e r e  
i s  no r e a s o n  f o r  v i o l e n c e ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n .
^ I b i d . ,  J u n e  12 ,  1946 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  6 .
C O
I b i d . . J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1948 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  8 .
5 9ibid,, September 21, 1950, col. 1, p. 1.
60lbid.. April 9, 1953, col. 1, p. 1.
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The t h i r d  s t a g e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  t h i n k i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  e q u a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a l s o  b a s e d  on t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  la ws  s h o u l d  be o b e y e d ,  
came a f t e r  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  r u l i n g  o f  1954 .  J u s t  a s  
M c G i l l  had  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  law w h i c h  r e a d  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l ,  he e x e r t e d  
h i s  i n f l u e n c e  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .
[ 1 9 5 4 ]  . . . w h a t e v e r  t h e  s t a t e s  do  e v e n t u a l l y  m us t  come
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e s .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  one 
a l t e r n a t i v e  and  t h a t  i s  s e c e s s i o n  by a rm ed  f o r c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
e v e r y  s t a t e  s h o u l d  be  s e e k i n g  t o  a v o i d  v i o l e n c e  i n  word o r  
d e e d  and  t o  f i n d  a way t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n . ^ 3
[ 1 9 5 7 ]  When t h e  due  p r o c e s s e s  o f  law a r e  e x h a u s t e d  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  m u s t  be  a c c e p t e d  a s  l a w .  . . . E d i t o r s ,  g o v e r n o r s ,  
c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  m i n i s t e r s - - a l l  t h o s e  who s p e a k  o u t - - w i l l  do 
w e l l  t o  remember  t h e  o l d  t e x t :  "Be i l l  a t  e a s e  when y o u r
w o rd s  and  d e e d s  p l e a s e  t h e  m o b . "62
[ 1 9 5 7 ]  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  t h e  b a s i c  l a w .  And t h e  a n s w e r s  
t o  ch a n g e  l i e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  
. . . n o t  d e f i a n c e  o r  d e c e i t  i n  t e l l i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  v a l i d . 63
[ 1 9 5 8 ,  T h i s  co lum n was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  M c G i l l ’ s P u l i t z e r  
P r i z e  f o r  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t i n g . ]  D ynam i te  i n  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  Sunday 
r i p p e d  a b e a u t i f u l  Tem ple  o f  w o r s h i p  i n  A t l a n t a .  . . . T h i s  i s  
a  h a r v e s t  . . .  o f  d e f i a n c e  o f  c o u r t s  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  
c i t i z e n s  t o  d e f y  law on t h e  p a r t  o f  many S o u t h e r n  p o l i t i c i a n s  
. . . .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e a c h  l a w l e s s n e s s  and r e s t r i c t  
i t .  . . . F o r  a l o n g  t i m e  now i t  h a s  b e e n  n e e d f u l  f o r  a l l  
A m e r i c a n s  t o  s t a n d  up  and  be c o u n t e d  on t h e  s i d e  o f  law and 
t h e  due  p r o c e s s  o f  l a w - - e v e n  when t o  do  so  g o e s  a g a i n s t  p e r s o n a l  
b e l i e f s  and  e m o t i o n s . 64
6 1 I b i d . , O c t o b e r  5 ,  1954 ,  c o l .  1, P- 1.
6 2 I b i d . , S e p te m b e r  12,  1957 ,  c o l . 1, P.
6 3 I b i d . , S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1957 ,  c o l . 1, P-
64I b i d . , O c t o b e r  13 ,  1958 ,  c o l .  1 » P . 1
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[ 1 9 6 0 ]  Now t h a t  t h e  new c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  l a w ,  t h e  
S o u t h  h a s  a  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  one  o f  t h o s e  g r e a t  l e a p s  
f o r w a r d .  . . . The new b i l l  i s  c o n f i n e d  i n  m a j o r  p a r t  t o  
v o t i n g .  . . . S o u t h e r n  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s  . . . now h a v e ,  
a s  we a l l  d o ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  g r e a t e r  v i c t o r y  by  h o n e s t l y  
e n c o u r a g i n g  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w . 65
B e s i d e s  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  a s s u m e  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  own c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h a t  l a w s  s h o u l d  be  o b e y e d ,  a  t h i r d  
p r e m i s e  i n f l u e n c e d  M c G i l l ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y .  I t  was t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  
t h a t  a r e  f e a s i b l e .  D u r i n g  h i s  e a r l i e r  s u p p o r t  o f  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  
s c h o o l s ,  M c G i l l  h a d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b u r d e n  
o f  a p e o p l e  u n a b l e  t o  e a r n  t h e i r  own w ay .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h e  N egro  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I n  1 9 4 6 ,  f o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e ;
To p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  N eg ro  h a s  b e e n  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  l i n e  i n  h o u s i n g ,  j u s t i c e ,  s c h o o l i n g  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  w o rk  
f o r  w h a t  he i s  w o r t h ,  i s  j u s t  p l a i n  common s e n s e .  The S o u t h  
c a n ' t  go  on much l o n g e r  c a r r y i n g  on i t s  b a c k  t h e  e c o n o m ic  
b u r d e n  o f  a  p e o p l e ,  who ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  p a y  t h e i r  way  a n d  t o  be o t h e r  t h a n  s e c o n d - r a t e  c i t i z e n s . 66
A f t e r  a b o u t  1 9 4 9 ,  M c G i l l  b e g a n  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y
o f  a c t u a l l y  p r o v i d i n g  s e p a r a t e  a n d  e q u a l  s c h o o l s .  I n  1949 ,  he  w r o t e ;
The Supreme C o u r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  r e p o r t e d  
i t s e l f  r e a d y  t o  r u l e  on s e g r e g a t i o n .  . . .  I f  t h e  c o u r t  r u l e s  
s e g r e g a t i o n  l e g a l  . . .  i t  w i l l  b r i n g  e v e n  more  c h a o s  t o  t h e  
S o u t h - - a  f a c t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some t o  g r a s p .  Have a n y  o f  o u r  
c o u n t i e s  f i g u r e d  w h a t  i t  w o u ld  c o s t  t o  p r o v i d e  e q u a l  s c h o o l  
b u i l d i n g s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  p l a y g r o u n d s ,  a n d
6 5 I b i d . .  A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 6 0 ,  c o l .  1 ,  p .  1.
66 Ibid., December 3, 1946, col. 3, p. 10.
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s o  on when t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  a d e q u a t e  o n e s  f o r  
w h i t e  p e o p l e . ® '
I n  1954 ,  a s  M c G i l l  r e c a l l e d  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y
y e a r s ,  he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  a  F l o r i d a  a u d i e n c e  why a  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l  s y s *
tern m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  n o t  i n  1954 :
When p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  w as  a m a t t e r  o f  one room s c h o o l s ,  two 
s u c h  s c h o o l s  i n  e a c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w e r e  n o  g r e a t  d r a i n  on t h e  
p u b l i c  p u r s e .  When a c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  c o s t s  
s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  and  i t s  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  v o c a ­
t i o n a l  e q u i p m e n t  i s  e x p e n s i v e  t o o ,  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  w ays  w i l l  
be f o u n d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r i g i d i t y  o f  s c h o o l  s e g r e g a t i o n .  The 
s t a t e s  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  f a c e  t o  
f a c e  w i t h  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  e n t i r e l y  e q u a l  i f  s e p a r a t e  
f a c i l i t i e s . ®
T h i s  t h i r d  p r e m i s e ,  t h e n ,  o f  p u r s u i n g  f e a s i b l e  p o l i c i e s ,  u n d e r ­
l a y  M c G i l l ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t o  p r a c t i c e  u n e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  
was  f i n a n c i a l l y  u n s t a b l e .  T h i s  p r e m i s e  i n f l u e n c e d  o t h e r  c o n t e n t i o n s  
made by  M c G i l l .  From 1938 t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  M c G i l l  t h o u g h t ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  r i g i d  c u s t o m s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  way t o  a i d  t h e  N eg ro  
was  t o  h e l p  h im g e t  e q u a l  ( i f  s e p a r a t e )  f a c i l i t i e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  
q u o t a t i o n s  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  b e l i e f  i n  e x p e d i e n t  s o l u t i o n s  
t o  e x p l o s i v e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s :
[ 1 9 4 8 ]  I  am f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  
o f  p u l l i n g  f o r  t h e  l o n g  v i e w  [ c o m p l e t e  f r e e d o m  f o r  t h e  N e g r o ] ,
B u t ,  I  h a p p e n  t o  be  a l i v e  a s  o f  now a n d  t h e  t o o l s  w i t h  w h i c h  I  
m u s t  w o rk  a r e  t h e  t o o l s  o f  t o d a y .  . . . T h i s ,  I  know, s a t i s ­
f i e d ]  . . .  n o  o n e - - n o t  e v e n  me.  B u t ,  n o t  b e i n g  b e h o l d e n  o r  
i n  p o l i t i c s ,  I  c a n  s a y  i t . ® ^
6 7 I b l d . . M a rc h  2 0 ,  19 4 9 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  14B.
6 8 " o p e n  Forum S p e e c h , "  D a y t o n a  B e a c h ,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  19 5 4 ,  manu 
s c r i p t  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by  R a l p h  M c G i l l .
^Atlanta Constitution. March 1, 1948, col. 3, p. 6.
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[ 1 9 5 0 ]  I  was on t h e  C h ic a g o  R o u n d - T a b l e  p r o g r a m  S unday  i n  
a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  I  came o f f  o f  i t  o n l y  
s l i g h t l y  s c a r r e d ,  b u t  s t i l l  a b l e  t o  w a l k  o u t  o f  t h e  room 
n o t  b a d l y  s c r a t c h e d  a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  bowed .  . . .  I  had  
r e m a r k e d  t h a t  . . . w h i l e  a l l  o f  u s  know w h a t  t h e  o b j e c ­
t i v e s  a r e  a n d  a r e  u n r e s e r v e d l y  f o r  th e m ,  we know we m us t  
c r a w l  b e f o r e  we w a l k ,  and  we s h o u l d  know t h a t  w h i l e  i t  i s  
n o b l e  t o  d i e  on  t h e  b a r r i c a d e s ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  a l l  c o n ­
c e r n e d  t o  g e t  w h a t  one c a n  i n  t h e  name o f  p r o g r e s s . 7 ®
[ 1 9 5 0 ]  Among a number  o f  c r i t i c a l  l e t t e r s  I  h ave  r e c e i v e d  
l a t e l y  f rom  N e g r o e s  i s  one f ro m  a u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r .  He 
t h i n k s  I  am t o o  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  t h a t  I  am n o t  l i b e r a l  e n o u g h ,  
t h a t  I  am a g r a d u a l i s t  and  a  d e f e n d e r  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  and  so 
on .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  he t h i n k s  I  am i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  d i s h o n e s t  
a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  v e n a l ,  and  I  t h i n k  him t o  be a f o o l  o f  t h e  
a l l - o r - n o t h i n g - r i g h t - n o w  v a r i e t y .  . . .  I  do  n o t  s u p p o s e  a n y  
h o n e s t  p e r s o n  d e f e n d s  c o m p u l s o r y  s e g r e g a t i o n  a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
. . .  I t  i s  n o t  d e m o c r a t i c  o r  A m e r ic a n  i n  p r i n c i p l e .  But  a 
g r e a t  many o f  u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  me,  s a y  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  and  s h o u l d  
n o t  be  a b o l i s h e d  by  f i a t  o r  d e c r e e s .  7 ^
[1 9 5 7 ]  P o l i t i c s  . . .  i s  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e ,  and  
m o d e r a t e s  a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  make some s o r t  o f  p r o g r e s s .  They  
m us t  l e a r n  t o  r u n  on  t h e  f e n c e - - n o t  m e r e l y  s i t  on i t .  They 
a l s o  m u s t  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  a r t  o f  r u n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  h a r e  and  
d r o p p i n g  b a c k ,  now and  t h e n ,  t o  s e e  how t h e  h o u n d s  a r e  m a k ing  
o u t .  . . . Bu t  t h e  m o d e r a t e  d e v e l o p s  a s o r t  o f  t e c h n i q u e  o f  
s u r v i v a l .  He knows j u s t  how f a r  he c a n  go i n  t e l l i n g  h i s  
p e o p l e  t h e  t r u t h .  . . . T h e r e  i s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  i n  i t  and  
g r e a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a l s o  i s  A m e r i c a n i s m  
and  good p o l i t i c s  a s  w e l l .  The c h i e f  r e w a r d  i s  a n  i n n e r  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f a c e  o n e ' s  s e l f . 22
I n  summary,  s i x  p r e m i s e s  u n d e r  l a y  M c G i l l ' s  t h i n k i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  theme d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .  
A l t h o u g h  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  p r o p o s a l  s h i f t e d  f rom s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  t o
70Ibid.. February 14, 1950, col. 3, p. 10.
7*Ibid., February 20, 1950, col. 3, p. 8.
72Ibld.. October 2, 1957, col. 1, p. 1.
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r a c i a l l y  I n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s ,  h i s  b a s i c  g o a l  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be e q u a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  r e m a i n e d  u n c h a n g e d .
M o t i v e s  o f  t h e  S p e a k e r
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  had f i v e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
t o  g i v e  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y :  ( 1 )  he
p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  he w ou ld  e n j o y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  
( 2 )  he  p r o b a b l y  f e l t  a s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  ( 3 )  he  w a n t e d  
t o  s e e  t h e  S o u t h  p r o g r e s s ,  ( 4 )  he  p r o b a b l y  had  d i f f i c u l t y  s a y i n g  no  when 
i n v i t e d  t o  s p e a k ,  a n d  ( 5 )  M c G i l l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n j o y s  t a l k i n g  t o  s c h o o l  
g r o u p s .
As shown e a r l i e r ,  M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  p u b l i c  
d e b a t e  on c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t o p i c s .  He g e t s  n e r v o u s ,  w o r r i e s  a b o u t  s p e a k ­
i n g ,  a n d  o f t e n  w o n d e r s  why he a c c e p t s  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s p e a k ,  b u t  he s t i l l  
l i k e s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  s p o k e  a t  K e n tu c k y  b e c a u s e  
he t h o u g h t  i t  w ou ld  be a p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  
M c G i l l  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  he  " c a n ' t  I m a g i n e  a  man who d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t o  d i s ­
c u s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  who a v o i d s  them o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  
' b o t h e r e d , 1
The s e c o n d  r e a s o n  why M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  w en t  t o  L e x i n g t o n  was 
b e c a u s e  he  f e l t  i t  t o  be h i s  d u t y  t o  do s o .  As d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  s p e e c h  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  one  o f  t h e  m a in  r e a s o n s  M c G i l l  
s p e a k s  and  w r i t e s  on c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t o p i c s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  w r o t e
^ Ibid. . January 28, 1949, col. 3, p. 14.
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why he  had  s p o k e n  a t  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n t e r r a c i a l  m e e t i n g :
I  am . . . c u r s e d  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  . . .
I  a c c e p t  I n v i t a t i o n s  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  b e c a u s e  i t  
seems t o  me someone o u g h t  t o  do  s o .  T h e r e  i s  a s e n s e  o f  d u t y ,  
p e r h a p s  e n t i r e l y  u n j u s t i f i e d ,  w h i c h  seems t o  demand l t . ^
A t h i r d  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  was  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
w e re  r e q u i s i t e  t o  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  M c G i l l ' s  f a i t h  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  
p l u s  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was t h e  o n l y  f e a s i b l e  a n s w e r ,  
p r o b a b l y  l e d  him t o  L e x i n g t o n .
A f o u r t h  f a c t o r  w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  M c G i l l ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o
d e l i v e r  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  was h i s  u s u a l  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  s a y  no  t o  p e r s o n s
a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p .  I n  1958 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  C e l e s t i n e  S i b l e y ,  w r i t e r  f o r
M c G i l l ' s  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , w r o t e :
Now t h e  t a c t f u l  M is s  Lundy  [ M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y ]  p r o t e c t s  him 
n o t  f rom  h i s  p u b l i c  b u t  f r o m  h i m s e l f ,  from g e n e r o u s l y  and  
I n j u d i c i o u s l y  q u a r t e r i n g  and  s e r v i n g  up h i s  t i m e  a s  i f  i t  
w e re  a n  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  w a t e r m e l o n  i n  a p a t c h  f u l l  o f  w a t e r ­
m e l o n s .  As s h e  know s,  i f  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  P . T . A .  g e t  t o  him 
f i r s t  he w i l l  n o t  o n l y  a g r e e  t o  make t h a t  s p e e c h  f o r  th e m ,  
b u t  he  may v o l u n t e e r  t o  r u n  t h e  c a k e  r a f f l e  and  t h e  S h e t l a n d -  
pony  c o n c e s s i o n  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c a r n i v a l  a s  w e l l . 7 ^
F i n a l l y ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was m o t i v a t e d  by  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  
s p e a k i n g  a t  s c h o o l s . ^  n e t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  he p r e f e r r e d  t o  s p e a k  
t o  s t u d e n t s  and c h u r c h  g r o u p s ,  G r a c e  L u n d y ,  M c G i l l ’ s s e c r e t a r y ,  t y p e d  
a  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h i s  w r i t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g ,  w h i c h  r e ­
p o r t e d  t h a t  " h e  h a t e s  t o  t u r n  down s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  g r o u p s  i n  p a r t i c ­
u l a r ,  a s  he  i s  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  young  p e o p l e .
^ I b i d . . F e b r u a r y  2 9 ,  1 9 4 8 ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  D 2 .
^ S a t u r d a y  E v e n in g  P o s t , V o l .  231 (Decem ber  2 7 ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  25 .
^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  December  2 9 ,  1965 ,  A t l a n t a .
^ T y p e d  s t a t e m e n t  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by G r a c e  Lundy ,  December  
2 9 ,  1965 .  J 6
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S p e e c h  P r e p a r a t i o n
How d i d  M c G i l l  p r e p a r e  h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ?  He u s e d  t h e  " h a l f -
c y c l e ” m e th o d ,  and  r e v i s e d  a n  o l d  m a n u s c r i p t .  Two f a c t o r s  e n a b l e  t h i s
w r i t e r  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  M c G i l l  h u r r i e d l y  w r o t e  h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,
r e l y i n g  on a s p e e c h  t e x t  u s e d  one week e a r l i e r  i n  A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a .
F i r s t ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  t o l d  t h i B  w r i t e r  t h a t  she  c o u l d  o n l y  remember two
s p e e c h e s  w h i c h  h a d  gone  t h r o u g h  t h e  more  e f f i c i e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  p r e p a r a -
78t i o n  and  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  was n o t  one o f  t h o s e  m a n u s c r i p t s .
S e c o n d l y ,  i n t e r n a l  e v i d e n c e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  K e n tu c k y  t e x t  l e a v e s  l i t t l e  
d o u b t  t h a t  M c G i l l  n o t  o n l y  h u r r i e d ,  b u t  a l s o  was c a r e l e s s  i n  h i s  p r e ­
p a r a t i o n .
To c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  K e n tu c k y  s p e e c h  was  a r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
e a r l i e r  G e o r g i a  o r a t i o n ,  one  m u s t  f i r s t  show t h a t  t h e  K e n tu c k y  manu­
s c r i p t  was p r e p a r e d  s e c o n d .  E v i d e n c e  shows t h a t  M c G i l l  f i r s t  w r o t e  
t h e  G e o r g i a  a d d r e s s .  The G e o r g i a  t a l k  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  b e g a n  w i t h  a d i s ­
c u s s i o n  o f  f o r m e r  G e o r g i a n ,  H enry  W. G r a d y ,  T h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  s p e e c h ,  
M c G i l l  c o n t i n u o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  G r a d y .  Not o n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  he d i s c u s s  
G rady  i n  h i s  K e n tu c k y  a d d r e s s .  When r e v i s i n g  t h e  G e o r g i a  s p e e c h ,  t h e n ,  
M c G i l l  had  t o  t a k e  o u t  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  G ra d y .  I n  h i s  a p p a r e n t  r u s h ,  
M c G i l l  o v e r - l o o k e d  one i n s t a n c e .  T h i s  was l a t e r  r e c o g n i z e d  b e c a u s e ,  
a f t e r  t h e  s p e e c h  had  b e e n  m i m e o g ra p h e d ,  someone m a rke d  t h r o u g h ,  " G r a d y ' s  
e r a , "  i n  t h e  K e n tu c k y  a d d r e s s ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g ,  " t h e  bygone  e r a . "
One a d d i t i o n a l  e r r o r  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  c a r e l e s s  r e v i s i o n
^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  G ra c e  Lundy ,  December  30 ,  1965,  A t l a n t a .
( n e x t  d a y )
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made .  N o t i c e  how " p r o c e s s "  was  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  " p r o g r e s s "  when t h e
G e o r g i a  s p e e c h  was r e v i s e d  f o r  t h e  l e c t u r e  a t  K e n t u c k y .  I t  I s  o b v i o u s
t h a t  " p r o c e s s "  had no  m e a n in g  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s  s e n t e n c e
G e o r g i a ,  F e b r u a r y  3,  1959 K e n t u c k y ,  F e b r u a r y  10,  1959
A s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  A s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p o s i t i o n
t o d a y  r e v e a l s  a n a t i o n a l  s t o r y  o f  t o d a y  r e v e a l s  a n a t i o n a l  s t o r y  o f
ch an g e  and  s h i f t s ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p opu -  c h an g e  and  s h i f t s ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o p u ­
l a t i o n ,  and  a l s o  a p a t t e r n  o f  l a t i o n ,  and a l s o  a p a t t e r n  o f
g r o w t h  and  p r o g r e s s . g r o w t h  and  p r o c e s s .
Now t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  shown t h a t  M c G i l l  d i d  r e v i s e  t h e  G e o r g i a  
t e x t  f o r  h i s  K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e ,  a  few e x a m p le s  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  demon­
s t r a t e  how t h a t  r e v i s i o n  b a d l y  damaged t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  m ean ing  o f  
t h e  K e n tu c k y  a d d r e s s .
On November 19,  1958,  M c G i l l ' s  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  co lum n c o n t a i n e d
Q(]
t h e  m a in  a r g u m e n t  u s e d  i n  h i s  G e o r g i a  t a l k  and  h i s  K e n tu c k y  o r a t i o n .
I n  a l l  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s ,  M c G i l l ' s  p u r p o s e  was t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  
t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  n o t  be c l o s e d .  I n  t h e  p a s s a g e s  b e l o w ,  
n o t i c e  how e f f e c t i v e l y  M c G i l l ' s  n e w s p a p e r  co lumn i n t r o d u c e d  a l o n g  l i s t  
o f  s t a t i s t i c s  by c o n n e c t i n g  t h o s e  d a t a  w i t h  t h e  m a in  i s s u e  o f  c l o s e d  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  When t h o s e  same s t a t i s t i c s  w e re  u s e d  i n  a d d r e s s e s  i n  
G e o r g i a  and  K e n t u c k y ,  h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l  s t u m b l e d  i n t o  t h e  m a in  p o i n t  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  a s  i f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w o u ld  h e a r  a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  s p e e c h  on t h a t  
s u b j e c t  a l o n e .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  p o i n t  f o r  a b o u t  f i v e  t y p e d
^ S p e e c h  t o  A u g u s t a  R o t a r y  C lu b ,  A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  
1959;  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  F e b r u a r y  10,  1959;  b o t h  
m a n u s c r i p t s  g i v e n  t h i s  w r i t e r  by R a l p h  M c G i l l .
^^Atlanta Constitution. November 19, 1958, col. 1, p. 1.
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p a g e s ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a t r a n s i t i o n  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  b o t h  s p e e c h  a u d i e n c e s  
t o  d e c i d e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  w h a t  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  was  a l l  a b o u t .  M c G i l l  
f a i l e d  t o  r e l a t e  w o r t h w h i l e  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  n o t  be c l o s e d ;
N ew spaper
1 1 / 1 9 / 5 8
A p p a r e n t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  S o u t h ­
e r n  s t a t e s  t o  a b o l i s h  
t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  
t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y  i s  t h e  more i n ­
c r e d i b l e  i f  one r e v i e w s  
t h e  S o u t h 1s l o n g  s t r u g g l e  
t o  h ave  e d u c a t i o n . As 
t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  b e g a n  i n  
1 9 0 0 ,  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  
s u f f e r e d  f rom  a g r e a t e r  
l a g  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  U .S .  
C o m m is s io n e r  on e d u c a ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1900-  
1901 showed S o u t h e r n  
s c h o o l s  t o  be  w h o l l y  
i n a d e q u a t e .
G e o r g i a  S peech  
2 / 3 / 5 9
At t h e  t i m e  t h e  e d i t o r  
[G r a d y ]  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  
New E n g l a n d  a u d i e n c e  a 
h a n d f u l  o f  S o u t h e r n  
l e a d e r s  w e r e  w e l l  i n t o  
w h a t  was t o  be a  l o n g  
and a r d u o u s  s t r u g g l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  U .S .  
C o m m is s io n e r  on e d u c a ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1900- 
1901 showed S o u t h e r n  
s c h o o l s  t o  be w h o l l y  
i n a d e q u a t e .  . .
K e n tu c k y  S p e e c h  
2 / 1 0 / 5 9
Some o f  you w i l l  do 
t h e  J o b  o f  r e c r e a t i n g  
t h e  d o m e s t i c  e q u i l i b ­
r i u m  o f  o u r  r e g i o n  
a n d  o u r  c o u n t r y .  I  
hope we do  n o t  l e a v e  
you t o o  much t o  d o .
We m u s t  a g r e e  w i t h  
Sophocles t h a t  t h e  d a y  
c a n  be e v a l u a t e d  o n l y  
a f t e r  d u s k ,  t h a t  i t  
i s  t h r o u g h  d e a t h  t h a t  
one j u d g e s  l i f e .
T h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a  j o b  
t o  d o - - I n  e d u c a t i o n ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  we h a v e  
come a  lo n g  h a r d  p a t h .  
P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  new i n  t h e  
S o u t h .
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  U.
S .  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  . . .
One a d d i t i o n a l  e x am p le  o f  m a t e r i a l s  found  i n  a l l  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  
f u r t h e r  shows how h i s  c a r e l e s s n e s s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  m e an ing  
o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h .  I n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  d u r i n g  h i s  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  
a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  p a u s e d  t o  r e m i n d  h i s  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  ec o n o m ic  and  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s .  Had M c G i l l  done  t h i s  
i n  t h e  two s p e e c h e s ,  i t  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  h e l p f u l ,  s i n c e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  w en t  I m m e d i a t e l y  i n t o  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,
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em p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  M c G i l l  b e g a n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
t h o s e  t h r e e  m a in  p o i n t s  w i t h o u t  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  e d u c a ­
t i o n  o r ,  more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  The a u d i ­
e n c e  w ou ld  h ave  had  a n  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  f o l l o w  
M c G i l l ' s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g :
N ew spape r  G e o r g i a  S p e e c h  K e n tu c k y  S peech
1 1 / 1 9 / 5 8  2 / 3 / 5 9  2 / 1 0 / 5 9
P o v e r t y  l a y  h e a v i l y  on P o v e r t y  l a y  h e a v i l y  on P o v e r t y  l a y  h e a v i l y  on
t h e  S o u t h .  But  now here  t h e  S o u t h .  But now here  t h e  S o u t h .  But  now here
was  i t  a s  b u rd e n s o m e  a s  was i t  a s  bu rd en so m e  a s  was  i t  a s  b u rd e n s o m e  a s
on  t h e  f a rm s  . . .  on t h e  f a r m s  . . .  on t h e  f a rm s  . . .
E d u c a t i o n  was t h e  p a r a ­
mount  n e e d . W i t h o u t  i t  
n e i t h e r  i n d u s t r y  n o r  
a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u l d  g r o w .
W i t h o u t  i t . t h e  b e s t  o f  
t h e  you n g  p e o p l e  w ou ld  
c o n t i n j i e  t o  go  n o r t h .
By 1913 a  c e r t a i n  mo- By 1913 a c e r t a i n  mo- By 1913 a c e r t a i n  mo­
mentum was a t t a i n e d  [ i n  mentum was a t t a i n e d .  mentum was  a t t a i n e d ,
e d u c a t i o n ] .
The r e m a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  M c G i l l ' s  K e n tu c k y  o r a t i o n  w ere  e i t h e r  
n e w ly  w r i t t e n  o r  t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  f rom  t h e  G e o r g i a  s p e e c h .  I n  r e v i s i n g  
t h e  G e o r g i a  t e x t ,  M c G i l l  d e l e t e d  m a t e r i a l s  w h ic h  w e re  v i t a l  t o  an  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  c h a i n  o f  t h o u g h t .  I n  b o t h  a d d r e s s e s ,  M c G i l l  s p e n t  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  d i s c u s s i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n .
The f o l l o w i n g  c o m p a r i s o n  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  how M c G i l l  t r i e d  t o  k e e p  h i s  
theme o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  b e f o r e  h i s  G e o r g i a  a u d i e n c e ;  y e t ,  b e c a u s e  o f
d e l e t i o n s ,  f a i l e d  t o  do so  a t  K e n tu c k y :
G e o r g i a ,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1959 K e n t u c k y ,  F e b r u a r y  10, 1959
A s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  t o d a y  A s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  
r e v e a l s  a n a t i o n a l  s t o r y  o f  c h a n g e  t o d a y  r e v e a l s  a n a t i o n a l  s t o r y  o f  
and  s h i f t s ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and c h a n g e  and  s h i f t s ,  e c o n o m ic ,  
a l s o  a p a t t e r n  o f  g r o w t h  and  p r o g r e s s ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and  a l s o  a p a t t e r n  o f
g r o w t h  and  p r o c e s s .
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A l l  o f  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d . and  w i l l  
h a p p e n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h . 
s e r v e s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  n e e d  t o  
lo o k  i n t o  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s » 
w h e r e v e r  we may be l i v i n g  . . . .
The S o u t h  h a s  g ro w n ,  c h a n g e d  and  The S o u t h  h a s  g ro w n ,  c h an g e d  and
p r o g r e s s e d .  p r o g r e s s e d .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r e p a r e d  h i s  K e n tu c k y  l e c t u r e  by r e v i s i n g  a 
s p e e c h  m a n u s c r i p t  u s e d  one week e a r l i e r  i n  A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a .  The m a in  
p o i n t  c o n c e r n i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  u s e d  i n  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  o r a t i o n s ,  p r o b a b l y  
was f i r s t  w r i t t e n  i n  M c G i l l ' s  n e w s p a p e r  co lum n on November 19 ,  1958 .  
About two o f  t h e  s i x t e e n  and  o n e - f i f t h  t y p e d  p a g e s  i n  M c G i l l ’s 
K e n tu c k y  m a n u s c r i p t  w e re  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  w o r d - f o r - w o r d  i n  h i s  n e w s ­
p a p e r  co lu m n ,  s i x  p a g e s  w ere  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  A u g u s t a  s p e e c h ,  and  s e v e n  
a n d  o n e - f i f t h  p a g e s  w ere  p r o b a b l y  w r i t t e n  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  B l a z e r  
L e c t u r e .  B e c a u s e  o f  c a r e l e s s  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  one i s  o n l y  a b l e  t o  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  M c G i l l  was t r y i n g  t o  s a y  i n  K e n tu c k y  i n  l i g h t  o f  
w h a t  he had  w r i t t e n  e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  c o lu m n ,  and  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  w ha t  he 
had  s a i d  a t  A u g u s t a .  As a r e s u l t ,  M c G i l l ’ s K e n tu c k y  l e c t u r e  t u r n e d  o u t  
t o  be  s e v e r a l  l o o s e l y  r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i v e  s p e e c h e s ,  w i t h  a p e r s u a s i v e  
a p p e a l  a t t a c h e d  a t  t h e  e n d .  I n s t e a d  o f  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  w i t h  e a c h  r e v i ­
s i o n ,  b e c a u s e  o f  f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  m ore  t i m e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  s p e e c h ,  
M c G i l l ' s  w ork  g o t  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  w o r s e ,  e n d i n g  i n  a  m a n u s c r i p t  w h ic h  was 
p o o r l y  o r g a n i z e d  and  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .
O r g a n i z a t i o n
To be e f f e c t i v e ,  a  s p e e c h  m u s t  be e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  To be 
u n d e r s t o o d ,  a l e c t u r e  p r o b a b l y  m u s t  be w e l l  o r g a n i z e d .  The p u r p o s e
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h e r e  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  M c G i l l  o r g a n i z e d  h i s  o r a t i o n  i n  s u c h  a 
m a n n e r  a s  t o  a i d  h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  n o t  be c l o s e d .  
To j u d g e  w h e t h e r  M c G i l l  was  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  w i l l  d i s c u s s  
t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  h i s  l e c t u r e ,  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a c e n t r a l  t h e m e ,  h i s  
me thod  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  r h e t o r i c a l  o r d e r ,  d e v i c e s  w h ich  w ere  u s e d  t o  
make t h e  o r a t i o n  c l e a r ,  and  how he a d a p t e d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  
K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e .
O u t l i n e  o f  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e
The o r a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  by M c G i l l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  
may be o u t l i n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
S u b j e c t :  "To Be Young and  a  S o u t h e r n e r "
C e n t r a l  t h o u g h t :  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c
s c h o o l s .
INTRODUCTION
I .  Young S o u t h e r n e r s  s h o u l d  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .
DISCUSSION
I .  Much h a s  t o  be done  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
A. H i s t o r y  r e v e a l s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .
B.  What i s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1959?
I I .  I n  s p i t e  o f  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  S o u t h  r e m a i n s  b e lo w  t h e  n a t i o n a l
a v e r a g e  i n  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e .  [N o t  r e l a t e d  by M c G i l l  t o  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n . ]
I I I .  B e c a u s e  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  T e x a s  and  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  S o u t h  h a s
e n j o y e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  I n c r e a s e  i n  em p lo y m e n t .  [N o t  r e l a t e d  by
M c G i l l  t o  e d u c a t i o n . ]
IV .  The n a t i o n  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  many p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s .  [Not 
r e l a t e d  by  M c G i l l  t o  e d u c a t i o n . ]
A. C i t i e s  a r e  g r o w i n g  a s  p e o p l e  move f rom  " f i e l d s  t o  f a c ­
t o r i e s
B. The n a t i o n  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .
C. Some s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  h a v e  g a i n e d ,  o t h e r s  l o s t  p o p u l a t i o n .
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D. P o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e  U. S.  
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .
V. The S o u t h  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  i t s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
A. S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  w h ic h  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
" c a n  p l a n  a n d  p r o g r e s s . "
B. S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  w h ic h  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  " w i l l  
pay  a p r i c e "  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and  " t h i n g s  o f  t h e  
s p i r i t . "
CONCLUSION
I .  B o r r o w in g  w o rd s  f rom  B o r i s  P a s t e r n a k ' s  D r .  Z h i v a g o , M c G i l l  
s t a t e d  t h a t  c l o s i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  wou ld  c a u s e  
t h a t  r e g i o n  t o  l o s e  i t s  " e x a m p l e  o f  unarmed  t r u t h , "
T h o n n s e n  and  B a i r d  w r o t e  t h a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  e m b ra c e s  " t h e  e m e r ­
g e n c e  o f  a  c e n t r a l  t h e m e . t h e  g e n e r a l  method  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t  a d o p t e d  
f o r  t h e  s p e e c h ,  and  t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h ic h  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  a r e  
d e v e l o p e d . "
C e n t r a l  Theme
When M c G i l l  d i s c u s s e d  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a ­
t i o n ,  he d i d  n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h o s e  
t h r e e  m a j o r  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  
c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  At t i m e s ,  M c G i l l  a l s o  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  h i s  
g o a l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when d i s c u s s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  M c G i l l  w en t  t o  
g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  show how t h o s e  c h a n g e s  wou ld  a f f e c t  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  
t h e  U. S.  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  He d i d  t h i s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  h i s  
c e n t r a l  th e m e .
Method o f  A r r a n g e m e n t
M c G i l l  u s e d  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  a d d r e s s  i n d u c t i v e l y ,  
f o l l o w i n g  a p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  m e thod  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  He a p p a r e n t l y
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t r i e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s :
1 .  What i s  t h e  " j o b "  t h a t  m u s t  be done?
2 .  What l e d  t o  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S ou th?
3 .  What i s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  we m u s t  f o l l o w ?
I n s t e a d  o f  l i m i t i n g  and  d e f i n i n g  one  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m ,  M c G i l l  
c h o s e  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  a g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
n a t i o n ,  and  S o u t h .  F a i l u r e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  s u b j e c t  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  
l a t e r  f o r  M c G i l l  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n  and  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h .
The s e c o n d  s t e p  i n v o l v e d  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l
i n c o m e ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n .  M c G i l l  t o l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  why t h e s e
t o p i c s  w ou ld  be d i s c u s s e d :  " I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  . . .  t o  know w h a t  t h e
p i c t u r e  i s .  O t h e r w i s e ,  we w i l l  n o t  know w h a t  t h e  j o b  i s . "
The f i r s t  p o i n t  u n d e r  a n a l y s i s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  was  p r o b a b l y  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  o r g a n i z e d .  A f t e r  t r a c i n g  t h e  l o n g  s t r u g g l e  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  M c G i l l  co m pared  t h a t  r e g i o n ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t a t u s  w i t h  
s c h o o l s  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s .  A f t e r  t r a c i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  M c G i l l  made a  r a r e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e l a t e  h i s  a r g u m e n t  t o  h i s  
p r o p o s i t i o n :
What o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1959? The c o m p u l s i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  
p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  many o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  d e s t r o y  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  i n  f o u r  o r  f i v e  s t a t e s  i s  a l m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  e v e n  when 
one  l i v e s  w i t h  i t .  To s p e a k  t h e  p h r a s e ,  " c l o s e  t h e  s c h o o l s " ,
[ s i c ] means  a  p r e v i o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  c l o s i n g  t h e  mind h a s  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d .
M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  
i n c o m e ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n .  He made no  a t t e m p t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  m a in  p o i n t s  w i t h  h i s  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n
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d e v e l o p m e n t ,  n o r  h i s  c e n t r a l  th e m e .  Not o n l y  w ere  t h e s e  t o p i c s  n o t  
r e l a t e d  by M c G i l l  t o  h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  p r o p o s i ­
t i o n  and s e r v e  a s  an  o b s t a c l e  t o  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .
When c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  d i d  a good j o b  w i t h  h i s  
s o l u t i o n  s t a g e .  He b u i l t  a r a t h e r  c o n v i n c i n g ,  i f  b r i e f ,  c a s e  f o r  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  When c o n s i d e r e d  i n  l i g h t  o f  a t o t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s chem e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  b e c a u s e  M c G i l l  f a i l e d  
t o  r e l a t e  t h r e e  o f  h i s  f o u r  m a in  p o i n t s  t o  a s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m .  A l s o ,  
t h o s e  p o i n t s  were  n o t  c a u s a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  S i n c e  M c G i l l ' s  r a t h e r  
e f f e c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s  f i r s t  m a in  p o i n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  came b e f o r e  
t h e  o t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  had  a d i f f i c u l t  
t i m e  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  t e n o r  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  d e f i n e  a n d  l i m i t  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m ,  
n o r  d i d  he  l i m i t  h i s  o v e r a l l  s u b j e c t .  W i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  one  w e l l  
d e v e l o p e d  p o i n t ,  M c G i l l ' s  a n a l y s i s  g e n e r a l l y  was n o t  r e l e v a n t  t o  h i s  
c e n t r a l  th e m e .  A f t e r  M c G i l l  f i n a l l y  fo u n d  h i s  way t h r o u g h  t h e  m a in  
body o f  h i s  l e c t u r e ,  he made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d  
n o t  a f f o r d  t o  c l o s e  i t s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  B e c a u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  h i s  
f a i l u r e  t o  c o n n e c t  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  s e r i o u s l y  
l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  and  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  
l e c t u r e .
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R h e t o r i c a l  O r d e r
M c G i l l  d i v i d e d  h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and  c o n c l u s i o n .  H i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  b e g a n  w i t h  a  
q u o t a t i o n  f ro m  C h a r l e s  D i c k e n s '  A T a l e  o f  Two C i t i e s , l e a d i n g  t o  h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a l s o  l i v e d  i n  b o t h  " t h e  b e s t  o f  t i m e s "  
and " t h e  w o r s t  o f  t i m e s . "  Q u o t in g  a r e s p e c t e d  w r i t e r  p r o b a b l y  was  a 
w i s e  way t o  e s t a b l i s h  common g r o u n d  w i t h  a u n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e .  The 
q u o t a t i o n  f ro m  D ic k e n s  a l s o  made i t  e a s y  f o r  M c G i l l  t o  move f rom many 
c h a l l e n g e s  i n  s o c i e t y  t o  one p r o b l e m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
M c G i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  when he c h o s e  n o t  t o  
l i m i t  h i s  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  t o  d i s c u s s  s e v e r a l  e c o n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  t r e n d s .
The body  o f  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y ­
s i s  o f  f o u r  m a in  p o i n t s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  and  
p o p u l a t i o n .  W h i le  t h e s e  p o i n t s  em erged  c l e a r l y  and  w e re  w e l l  s u p ­
p o r t e d ,  r e v e a l i n g  a S o u th  b a d l y  i n  n e e d  o f  im p r o v e m e n t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  
t h r e e  t o p i c s  w e re  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  and  open  s c h o o l s .  
M c G i l l  may h a v e  a s sum ed  t h a t  h i s  e d u c a t i o n - c e n t e r e d  a u d i e n c e  would  
s u p p l y  t h e  c o n n e c t o r  b e t w e e n  e d u c a t i o n  and  s o c i a l  and  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s ,  
b u t  he  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  th em  t o o  much t o  d o .
M c G i l l ' s  c o n c l u d i n g  q u o t a t i o n  was c a r e f u l l y  c h o s e n ,  and  w e l l  
a d a p t e d  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  Q u o t i n g  f rom  B o r i s  P a s t e r n a k ' s  D r .
Z h i v a g o . M c G i l l  d e s c r i b e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  " i n w a r d  m u s i c "  w h ic h  
p e r m i t s  a n  " e x a m p l e  o f  unarm ed  t r u t h . "  Not o n l y  w o u ld  s t u d e n t s  and 
f a c u l t y  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  i n  c o m p l e t e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h a t  a s s e r t i o n ,  
b u t  q u o t i n g  f rom  a r e p u t a b l e  s o u r c e  wou ld  be a p p r e c i a t e d  by  s u c h  an
193
a u d i e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  s e r v e d  a s  a r e m i n d e r  o f  M c G i l l ' s  p r o p ­
o s i t i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  n o t  be c l o s e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t e d .
S p e c i a l  D e v i c e s
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  u s e d  s e v e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  
f a i l u r e  t o  g i v e  more  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e  d e v i c e s  s e r i o u s l y  i m p a i r e d  
t h e  c o h e r e n c e  and  p o s s i b l y  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s .  S e v e r a l  
g u i d e p o s t s  w a r n e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  p o i n t s  M c G i l l  would  d i s c u s s  n e x t .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when he b e g a n  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  s t a t e d ,  
" T h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a j o b  t o  d o - - I n  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  exam ple  . . . "  Then ,  
when t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  u s i n g  a r h e ­
t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d ,  "What o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1959?"  The a u d i e n c e  
wou ld  h a v e  had no  d i f f i c u l t y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  M c G i l l ' s  d i r e c t i o n  a f t e r  he 
had  r e m a r k e d :
A s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  t o d a y  r e v e a l s  a n a t i o n a l  
s t o r y  o f  c h an g e  and  s h i f t s ,  e c o n o m ic ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and  a l s o  
a p a t t e r n  o f  g r o w t h  and  p r o c e s s .  The S o u th  h a s  g ro w n ,  chan g e d  
and  p r o g r e s s e d .  But so  h a v e  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  I t  i s  im ­
p o r t a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  know what  t h e  p i c t u r e  i s .  O t h e r w i s e ,  
we w i l l  n o t  know w ha t  t h e  j o b  i s .
W h i le  M c G i l l  o f t e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  n e x t  im m e d i a t e  p o i n t ,  he
u s u a l l y  d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  t h o s e  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  c e n t r a l  th e m e .  A bse nce  o f
a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s i t i o n s  and i n t e r n a l  sum m ar ies  p r o b a b l y  l e s s e n e d  t h e
e f f e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  num erous  s t a t i s t i c s .  The a u d i e n c e  was  shown no
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  d a t a  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  and
p o p u l a t i o n ,  no d e v i c e  was u s e d  t o  r e l a t e  t h o s e  t o p i c s  t o  t h e  S o u t h ' s
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s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .  As n o t e d  a b o v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l  d i d  r e l a t e  h i s  d i s c u s ­
s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  h i s  t h e s i s .
O r g a n i z a t i o n  F o r  a P a r t i c u l a r  A u d ie n c e
M c G i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  f a c u l t y ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and  to w n s p e o p l e  
t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  n o t  be c l o s e d .  I f  M c G i l l  a s sum ed  t h a t  some 
members o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  would  f i n d  t h a t  p r o p o s a l  r e p u g n a n t ,  he may 
h ave  b e e n  w i s e  i n  d e l a y i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e  u n t i l  
n e a r  t h e  end  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s .  Even s o ,  he s h o u l d  have  g i v e n  more a t t e n ­
t i o n  t o  h i s  o v e r a l l  p l a n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I f  one a s s u m e s  t h a t  M c G i l l  
hoped  t o  b u i l d  s u c h  a s t r o n g  c a s e  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  t h e  body  o f  
h i s  s p e e c h  t h a t  h i s  a u d i e n c e  would  d e c i d e  f o r  i t s e l f  t h a t  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  o p e n ,  M c G i l l  s t i l l  p r o b a b l y  d i d  p o o r l y ;  he d i d  
n o t ,  a s  G ray  and  B ra d e n  s u g g e s t ,  "make t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  so p o i n t e d  t h a t  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  f r a m e s  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w ha t  i t  i s . "
L i n e s  o f  Argument 
M c G i l l  com bined  d e d u c t i v e  and  i n d u c t i v e  r e a s o n i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c
s c h o o l s .  Though h i s  s p e c i f i c  m e th o d  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  i n d u c t i v e ,  t h e
u n d e r l y i n g  s y l l o g i s m  may be  s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
M a jo r  p r e m i s e :  S t a t e s  w h ic h  n e e d  t o  p r o g r e s s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e
t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
M inor  p r e m i s e :  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  n e e d  t o  p r o g r e s s .
C o n c l u s i o n :  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c
s c h o o l s .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  as sum ed  t h a t  h i s  e d u c a t e d  a u d i e n c e  wou ld  a c c e p t  h i s
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m a j o r  p r e m i s e ,  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  was r e q u i s i t e  t o  p r o g r e s s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  a r g u m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  m i n o r  p r e m i s e ,  t h a t
s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  n e e d  t o  p r o g r e s s .  M c G i l l  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  c a s e  i n  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  m anner :
P r o p o s i t i o n :  R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c l o s e
t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  f o r
I ,  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  a r e  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  a d e q u a t e  s c h o o l s ,  
b e c a u s e
A. I n  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 ,  s o u t h e r n  s c h o o l s  r e c e i v e d  i n a d e q u a t e  f i n a n ­
c i a l  s u p p o r t ,
B. R e c e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t  i s  n o t  com­
p a r a b l e  t o  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
I I .  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  r e m a i n  b e l o w  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  i n  p e r s o n a l  
i n c o m e .
I I I .  B e c a u s e  o f  T e x a s  a n d  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  S o u t h  h a s  e n j o y e d  c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e  g r o w t h  i n  e m p lo y m e n t .
IV .  The n a t i o n  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  many p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e s ,  b e c a u s e
A. P e r s o n s  a r e  m ov ing  f ro m  " f i e l d s  t o  f a c t o r i e s . "
B. The n a t i o n  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .
C. Some s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  h ave  l o s t  p o p u l a t i o n .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c a t e g o r i c a l  s y l l o g i s m  w h ic h  l a y  b e h i n d
M c G i l l ' s  o v e r a l l  a r g u m e n t ,  he made a s e c o n d  u s e  o f  d e d u c t i v e  r e a s o n i n g .
N ea r  t h e  end  o f  M c G i l l ' s  l e c t u r e ,  he a r g u e d :
M a j o r  p r e m i s e :  I f  a  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  t h a t  s t a t e  w i l l  p r o g r e s s .
M in o r  p r e m i s e :  K e n t u c k y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  Wes t
V i r g i n i a ,  and  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
C o n c l u s i o n :  K e n t u c k y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  West
V i r g i n i a ,  and  V i r g i n i a  w i l l  p r o g r e s s .
A g a i n ,  p r o b a b l y  a s s u m i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  would  a c c e p t  h i s  m a j o r  p r e m i s e ,
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M cGil l  f o c u s ed  upon h i s  m ino r  p re m is e  and c o n c l u s i o n ,
M cG il l  d e v e lo p e d  many o f  h i s  a rgum en ts  i n d u c t i v e l y .  His p l a n  
was t o  a n a l y z e  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  income, employment,  and p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  o r d e r  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  
r e g i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  lag  b eh in d  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s .
I n  o t h e r  w ords ,  s t a t i s t i c s  were  used  i n d u c t i v e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  minor  
p r e m i s e ,  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  needed  t o  p r o g r e s s .
M cGil l  p r o b a b l y  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p ro v in g  t h e  S o u t h ' s  need i n  
e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  income, employment,  and p o p u l a t i o n ;  however ,  he 
d id  n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s tem s  would s o lv e  t h e  S o u t h ' s  
l a g  i n  p e r s o n a l  income,  employment ,  and p o p u l a t i o n .  While  s u p p o r t  o f  
e ac h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m a jo r  p o i n t s  was c o n v i n c i n g ,  M cG il l  d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  
h i s  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  w hich  came i n  t h e  f i n a l  s econds  of  h i s  
a d d r e s s :
Those s t a t e s  which  l i v e  i n  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  f e a r  and u n c e r t a i n t y ,  
w i l l  pay a p r i c e  which  may no t  be c a l c u l a t e d  i f  t h e y  do indeed  
d e s t r o y ,  ev en  f o r  a t i m e ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  That  i t  w i l l  be 
s e v e r e  i n  t e rm s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and t h i n g s  o f  t h e  
s p i r i t ,  i s  u n d o u b te d .
While  i t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  a u d ie n c e  p r o b a b l y  would a c c e p t  th e  
im p o r ta n c e  of e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h ' s  economy, t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  McGil l  
t a l k e d  a t  l e n g t h  a b o u t  p e r s o n a l  income,  employment,  and p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h ­
ou t  m e n t i o n i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  i n d u c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  was 
s e r i o u s l y  damaged b e ca u s e  o f  a l a c k  o f  c o o r d i n a t i o n .
Forms o f  S uppor t  
D ev e lo p in g  h i s  s p eech  i n d u c t i v e l y ,  M cG il l  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  g e n e r ­
a l i z a t i o n s  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s .  He p r o b a b l y  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p ro v in g
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i n d i v i d u a l  p o i n t s ,  b u t  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  u s i n g  t h o s e  d a t a  t o  p r o v e  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .
M c G i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  e d u ­
c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  com pare  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  U s in g  
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  M c G i l l  q u o t e d  f rom  t h e  U. S.  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a ­
t i o n ,  a r e p o r t  f rom  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  and  t h e  m os t  r e c e n t  
f i g u r e s  f rom  t h e  U. S .  C ensus  B u r e a u .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  amount  s p e n t  
on e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  was " a b o u t  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e . "
W h i l e  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  p r o v i d e d  more  t h a n  eno u g h  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  
p r o v e  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  was  g e n e r a l l y  s u b s t a n d a r d ,  he made o t h e r  
a s s e r t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  w h ic h  w e re  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  " S o u t h e r n  s c h o o l s "  w e re  " w h o l l y  i n a d e q u a t e ,  
p o o r l y  a t t e n d e d  and p o o r l y  t a u g h t , "  b u t  p r o v i d e d  no  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p ­
p o r t  t h o s e  a s s e r t i o n s .
A l s o ,  M c G i l l  was c a r e l e s s  w i t h  some o f  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s .  M c G i l l ,  
a s  he p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  K e n tu c k y  a d d r e s s ,  u s e s  a b b r e v i a t e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  w h ic h  he o b t a i n s  f ro m  t h e  w i r e  s e r v i c e s .  Con­
s e q u e n t l y ,  he d o e s  n o t  s t u d y  t h e  e n t i r e  r e p o r t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  d e ­
s c r i b i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  
M c G i l l  s t a t e d :
I n  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A l a b a m a ' s  l e g i s l a t u r e  g ave  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a m e re  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  U n t i l  1904 L o u i s i a n a  had a l i m i t  
o f  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  on a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .
Upon c h e c k i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e ,  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n , t h i s  w r i t e r  found  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  be c o r r e c t  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  A lab am a ;  h o w e v e r ,  M c G i l l ' s  f i g u r e  o f  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e
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U n i v e r s i t y  was  i n a c c u r a t e .  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  b a s e d  h i s  a r g u m e n t  on 
f r a g m e n t a r y  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i n g  o n l y  t o  c u r r e n t  e x p e n s e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1903.  H is  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t ,  " u n t i l  1904 L o u i s i a n a  had  a 
l i m i t  o f  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  on a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y , "  w a s ,  a t  b e s t ,  m i s l e a d i n g .  The R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  g ave  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y : ® *
1900-1901  = $ 4 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
1902 = 2 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
1903 *> 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  " c u r r e n t  e x p e n s e s "
+ 8 3 , 6 8 2 . 0 0  f o r  " b u i l d i n g s  and  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
p u r p o s e s "
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  
M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n  
t r e n d s .  M c G i l l  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  r e m a i n e d  b e lo w  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e s  
i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  y e t  made no a t t e m p t  t o  c o n n e c t  t h i s  w i t h  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  sound  s t a t i s t i c s ,  d raw n  f rom 
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  M c G i l l ’ s s h o r t - c u t  m e thod  o f  g a t h e r i n g  
d a t a  ( u s e  o f  w i r e  s e r v i c e s ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  some o f  h i s  d a t a  w e re  i n a c c u r a t e .  
A l s o ,  f a i l u r e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  p r o b a b l y  l i m i t e d  
i t s  e f f e c t  i n  c o n v i n c i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was t h e  
b e s t  means  o f  e n s u r i n g  p r o g r e s s  i n  s u c h  a r e a s  a s  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  em­
p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n .
Q 1
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( W a s h i n g t o n ;  G o v e r n ­
m en t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 ,  p p .  1 6 8 8 -1 6 8 9 ,  1695;  1902,  p .  
1517;  1903 ,  p .  1664.
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M otive  AppeaIs
I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  man i s  a f f e c t e d  by  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  
p h y s i c a l  and  s o c i a l  n e e d s .  G ra y  and  B r a d e n ,  i n  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g  P r i n ­
c i p l e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e , d e s c r i b e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m o t i v e  a p p e a l s :
I t  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  e a c h  o r g a n i s m  a r e  
s t r o n g  i n t e r n a l  f o r c e s  w h i c h  d i r e c t  i t  t o w a r d  c e r t a i n  g o a l s  
. . . When p r o p e r l y  s t i m u l a t e d ,  t h e s e  f o r c e s  may s e t  o f f  
a  c h a i n  r e a c t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u b s i d e  
u n t i l  t h e  g o a l  t o w a r d  w h ic h  t h e  a c t i v i t y  i s  d i r e c t e d  i s  
r e a c h e d .82
M c G i l l  u s e d  f i v e  m o t i v e  a p p e a l s  i n  h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,  a
m a s t e r y  m o t i v e ,  and  a p p e a l s  t o  a s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p l a y ,  p e r s o n a l  p r i d e ,
p a t r i o t i s m ,  and  d e s i r e  f o r  o w n e r s h i p .  I n  t h e i r  b o o k ,  P e r s u a s i o n  A
Means o f  S o c i a l  C o n t r o l . Brembeck  and  Howel l  d e f i n e d  m a s t e r y  m o t i v e s
a s  t h o s e  w h ic h  c a u s e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  " t o  e x c e l ,  t o  r i v a l ,  t o  c o m p e t e ,  t o
d o m i n a t e ,  t o  l e a d ,  t o  g a i n  p r e s t i g e ,  t o  s e e k  a u t h o r i t y ,  and  s o  on ."®^
M c G i l l  r e p e a t e d l y  c h a l l e n g e d  " young  S o u t h e r n e r s "  i n  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o
l e a d . T h i s  may h a v e  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e ,  s i n c e  M c G i l l  a im ed  t h i s  m o t i v e  a t
b e i n g  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l  v i v i d l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
n e e d  f o r  a c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p :
. . . we m us t  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  t h e  n a t i o n  r em a kes  i t s e l f  . . . 
t o  be a p a r t  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  . . . T rem endous  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
k n o c k  a t  o u r  d o o r .  We a r e  a p a r t  o f  h i s t o r y  and  i t  i s  a l l
® ^ G i le s  W i l k e s o n  G ray  and  Waldo W. B r a d e n ,  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g :
P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e  (2d e d . ; New Y ork :  H a r p e r  6c Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  161.
®^Winston  Lamont Brembeck and  W i l l i a m  S m i l e y  H o w e l l ,  P e r s u a ­
s i o n : A Means o f  S o c i a l  C o n t r o l  (E ng lewood  C l i f f s ,  N. J . :  P r e n t i c e -
H a l l , 1 9 5 2 ) ,  p .  87 .
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t h e  more good  t o  be a l i v e  and  a p a r t  o f  i t .  . . . And p e r ­
h a p s  t h e  l u c k i e s t  p e r s o n  o f  a l l  . . .  i s  t h e  young S o u t h e r n e r .
H is  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  on t r i a l .  He c a n  s e e  i t  p l a i n l y  and  he c a n  
f o l l o w  o r  r e j e c t .  Some o f  you w i l l  do t h e  J o b  o f  r e c r e a t i n g  
t h e  d o m e s t i c  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  o u r  r e g i o n  and  o u r  c o u n t r y .
A s e c o n d  m o t i v e  a p p e a l  was M c G i l l ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  r i g h t  and  
wrong o r  h i s  a p p e a l  f o r  f a i r  p l a y .  He a c t u a l l y  l e f t  h i s  a u d i e n c e  
l i t t l e  c h o i c e .  They c o u l d  e i t h e r  s u p p o r t  t h e  " r i g h t 11 way,  i . e . ,  
M c G i l l ’ s p r o p o s i t i o n ,  o r ,  t h e y  c o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  c l o s e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  
M c G i l l  may h a v e  won some s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a b i l ­
i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  h i s  own b e l i e f  w i t h  t h e  h o n o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  W h i l e  t h i s  
p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  t o  b e l i e v e  h im  more  r e a d i l y ,  i t  a l s o  
was a n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  r i g h t n e s s :
. . . young  S o u t h e r n e r s  i n  c o l l e g e  . . . a r e  w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  drama o f  human 
r i g h t s  and  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  . . . Somebody i s  w r o n g .  T h a t  
a t  l e a s t  i s  o b v i o u s .  The Deep S o u t h  d i r e c t i o n  i s  e x a c t l y  
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The d e b a t e  i s  
j o i n e d .  . . . The young  S o u t h e r n e r  . . . k e e p 9  t r y i n g  t o  
r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  Sermon on t h e  Mount and  t h e  l a s t  p r e s s  c o n ­
f e r e n c e  a t  h i s  s t a t e  c a p i t o l .
A p p e a l  t o  p e r s o n a l  p r i d e  was a t h i r d  m o t i v e  a p p e a l .  M c G i l l  
p r a i s e d  h i s  K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  o b e d i e n c e  t o  l a w .  A l t h o u g h  
s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  K e n tu c k y  h a d  v i o l e n t l y  o p p o s ed  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  h i s  
u n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  was  p l e a s e d  by  M c G i l l ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  P r a i s e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  g a v e  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i ­
t o r s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r i d e  a n d  a f e e l i n g  o f  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  on 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  may h a v e  b e e n  more w i l l i n g  t o  
r e s p o n d  t o  M c G i l l ' s  p l e a  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  
h o p i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  s i g n s  o f  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e :
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K e n t u c k y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  T e n n e s s e e  and  W est  V i r g i n i a  have  
somehow e s c a p e d  t h i s  u g l y  c o m p u l s i o n  t o  c l o s e  s c h o o l s .  . . .
You d i d  n o t  h ave  so  many c l o s e d  m i n d s .  Your r e s i s t a n c e ,  when 
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  l a w ,  a c c e p t e d  l a w .  . . . K e n tu c k y  . , . c a n  
go f o r w a r d  to w a rd  t h e  j o b  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  we m u s t  do h e r e  i n  
t h e  S o u t h .
M c G i l l ' s  f o u r t h  a p p e a l  was  f o r  p a t r i o t i c  a c t i o n .  How e f f e c ­
t i v e  t h i s  a p p e a l  was  p r o b a b l y  d e p e n d e d  on w h e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  w ere  l o y a l  t o  t h e  S o u t h ,  t h e  n a t i o n ,  o r  b o t h .  P r o b ­
a b l y  t h i n k i n g  he s h o u l d  n o t  make t h i s  a p p e a l  d i r e c t l y  t o  h i s  K e n tu c k y  
a u d i e n c e ,  M c G i l l  a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  " S o u t h e a s t . "  S i n c e  M c G i l l  
had  a l r e a d y  f r e e d  K e n tu c k y  o f  a n y  g u i l t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  
h i s  c i r c u i t o u s  a p p e a l  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  r e l a t e d  by h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  
t h e i r  own l i v e s .  A d d r e s s i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  S o u t h e a s t ,  M c G i l l  b l u n t l y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  " i t  s h o u l d  be  p l a i n  t h a t  a f i r s t  l o y a l t y  mus t  be t o  o n e ' s  
c o u n t r y . "
F i n a l l y ,  M c G i l l  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  p r o g r e s s  
and  o w n e r s h i p .  H i s  u n i v e r s i t y  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  h i s  s u g ­
g e s t i o n  t h a t  s t a t e s  w h ic h  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  c a n  
"go  f o r w a r d . "  H is  s t r o n g e s t  a p p e a l  t o  p r o f i t  came i n  n e g a t i v e  fo rm ,  
sh o w in g  t h a t  t h o s e  who c l o s e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,
. . . w i l l  p a y  a p r i c e  w h ic h  may n o t  be c a l c u l a t e d  i f  t h e y  do 
i n d e e d  d e s t r o y ,  e v e n  f o r  a  t i m e ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h a t  i t  
w i l l  be s e v e r e  i n  t e r m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s  and  t h i n g s  o f  
t h e  s p i r i t ,  i s  u n d o u b t e d .
I n  summary,  m o t i v e  a p p e a l s  u s e d  by M c G i l l  i n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  a r r e s t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  a n d  s t i m u l a t e
s u p p o r t  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  H owever ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e e d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
m o t i v e  a p p e a l s  d u r i n g  h i s  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  
e m p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n .
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S p e a k e r  C r e d i b i l i t y  
I n  t h e i r  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d y ,  C om m u n ica t io n  and  P e r s u a s i o n , 
H o v l a n d , J a n i s ,  and  K e l l e y  d e f i n e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s p e a k e r  c r e d i ­
b i l i t y :
The v e r y  same p r e s e n t a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  be  j u d g e d  more  f a v o r a b l y  
when made by  a  c o m m u n ic a to r  o f  h i g h  c r e d i b i l i t y  t h a n  by one 
o f  low c r e d i b i l i t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  two o f  t h e  
t h r e e  s t u d i e s  on  c r e d i b i l i t y ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  
recommended o p i n i o n  was g r e a t e r  when p r e s e n t e d  by  a h i g h l y  
c r e d i b l e  c o m m u n ic a to r .® ^
What d i d  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  know a b o u t  h im when he  s p o k e  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K en tucky?  P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t  G. L u n d e , who i n t r o d u c e d
M c G i l l ,  w r o t e  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t ,
I  s h o u l d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  knew a b o u t  
h im  t h r o u g h  h i s  l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  . h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  
a n  o u t s p o k e n  c o u r a g e o u s  a d v o c a t e  o f  n e e d e d  r e f o r m s . ® ^
Two d a y s  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  s p o k e ,  t h e  L e x i n g t o n  Hera  Id  i n f o r m e d  i t s  r e a d e r s
a b o u t  him:
R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and  a n  o u t ­
s p o k e n  p r o p o n e n t  o f  o b e d i e n c e  o f  t h e  law i n  t h e  S o u t h ' s  i n t e ­
g r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e ,  w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  s e c o n d  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  
a u d i e n c e  . . .  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .  . . . Known 
f o r  h i s  f o r t h r i g h t  v i e w s  on t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  G e o r g i a  and  t h e  
S o u t h ,  M c G i l l  h a s  b e e n  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s i n c e  1942,®®
® ^C ar l  I .  H o v l a n d ,  I r v i n g  L .  J a n i s ,  a n d  H a r o l d  H. K e l l e y ,  
C o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  P e r s u a s i o n  P s y c h o l o g i e s  1 S t u d i e s  o f  O p i n i o n  Change 
(New H aven ;  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p .  3 5 .
Q C
I n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  by  R o b e r t  G. L u n d e ,  May 3 ,
1966 .
®® L e x in g t o n  Hera  I d - L e a d e r . F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1959,  s e n t  by  Mary 
H e s t e r  C o o p e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .
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M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  was known t o  h i s  K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e  a s  
an  a d v o c a t e  o f  r e f o r m s .  W h e th e r  he was  r e g a r d e d  a s  " c o u r a g e o u s "  and 
w h e t h e r  t h o s e  r e f o r m s  w ere  " n e e d e d "  d e p e n d e d  upon  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l s  I n  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e .  I f  one a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  
t h e  l e c t u r e  w ere  l i b e r a l  i n  t h e i r  v i e w s  c o n c e r n i n g  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and 
r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  had  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  
h i s  a u d i e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was a s o u t h e r n e r  and n o t  a n  " o u t ­
s i d e r "  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  be more  r e c e p t i v e .  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  s i n c e  many c i t i z e n s  had  d e m o n s t r a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r a c i a l  
I n t e g r a t i o n ,  i t  c o u l d  w e l l  h ave  b e e n  t h a t  M c G i l l  spoke  t o  some i n d i ­
v i d u a l s  who c o n s i d e r e d  him t o  be an  u n b e l i e v a b l e  B o u r c e .
M c G i l l  s h o u l d  be J u d g e d  o r t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h a t  he  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  
s p e e c h  t o  c a u s e  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  h im a r e l i a b l e  c o m m u n ic a to r .
I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  M c G i l l ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  shows no a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o r  a u d i e n c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  s t u d y  o f  o t h e r  
a d d r e s s e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  M c G i l l  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  d e p a r t s  f r o m  h i s  p r e p a r e d  
t e x t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h o s e  who h a v e  i n v i t e d  h im  t o  s p e a k .  A l s o ,  he o f t e n  
w in s  a n  o v e r t  r e s p o n s e  ( a p p l a u s e  o r  l a u g h t e r )  w i t h  h i s  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  
r e s p o n s e  t o  r e m a r k s  made by p e r s o n s  i n t r o d u c i n g  h im .
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  h a s  b e e n  a n a l y z e d  u n d e r  
t h r e e  h e a d i n g s :  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and good w i l l .
C h a r a c t e r . M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t o  v ie w  him a s  
a man o f  i n t e g r i t y  by  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  t o  be r i g h t .  M c G i l l  d i d  a r e m a r k a b l e  J o b  o f  m ak ing  t h e  " d e b a t e "
204
a p p e a r  " j o i n e d "  b e t w e e n  r i g h t  and  w r o n g ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  a u d i e n c e
p r o b a b l y  f e l t  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a t  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  more h o n o r a b l e
p o l i c y  o f  o pen  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  M c G i l l  s t a t e d ;
V a l o r ,  c o u r a g e ,  I n t e g r i t y  and  t h e  m i g h t y  m y s t e r i e s  a n d  v a l u e s  
o f  God and  man r e m a i n  c o n s t a n t .  So do  w e a k n e s s e s ,  m e a n n e s s  
and  v a n i t i e s .  . . . Somebody i s  w ro n g .  T h a t  a t  l e a s t  i s  
o b v i o u s .  The Deep S o u t h  d i r e c t i o n  i s  e x a c t l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The d e b a t e  i s  j o i n e d .
S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l ' s  c h a r a c t e r  p r o b a b l y  was  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d  i n  
t h e  mind o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by h i s  p r a i s e  o f  K e n t u c k y ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
more  h o n o r a b l e  s t a n d ,  i . e . ,  o p e n  s c h o o l s .  One w o n d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i f  
some members o f  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  w e re  n o t  t h i n k i n g  o f  s u c h  to w ns  i n  
K e n t u c k y  a s  S t u r g i s ,  C l a y ,  B e l f y ,  a n d  H e n d e r s o n ,  w here  c i t i z e n s  had 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  " u g l y  c o m p u l s i o n  t o  c l o s e  s c h o o l s . "  I t  was p r o b a b l y  
t r u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  c o m p l i ­
m e n t s  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v i t y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
p r o b a b l y  was  more  w i l l i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  M c G i l l  a f t e r  he had  p r a i s e d  t h e i r  
p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e s :
K e n t u c k y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  T e n n e s s e e  and  W est  V i r g i n i a  have  
somehow e s c a p e d  t h i s  u g l y  c o m p u l s i o n  t o  c l o s e  s c h o o l s  f s i c ] .
. . . l e t  u s  be  c a n d i d .  The r e a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  l e a d e r s h i p .
You d i d  n o t  h a v e  so  many c l o s e d  m i n d s .  Your r e s i s t a n c e ,  when 
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  law [ a n d  f o r c e ] ,  a c c e p t e d  l a w .  . . . K e n tu c k y  
. . . c a n  go  f o r w a r d  to w a r d  t h e  j o b  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  we m us t  
do  h e r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h .
M c G i l l  may h a v e  f u r t h e r  s e r v e d  h i s  c a u s e  by h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  c l o s e d  s c h o o l s  w i t h  t h a t  w h ic h  was 
w r o n g .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  t o  b e l i e v e  him more 
r e a d i l y ,  s i n c e  o n l y  a man o f  i n t e g r i t y  w ou ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  more  h o n o r a b l e  
p o l i c y ,  w h i l e  o p p o s i n g  t h o s e  who w e r e ,  t o  q u o t e  M c G i l l ,  " t r a m p l i n g  o u t
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t h e  v i n t a g e  w h e re  t h e  g r a p e s  o f  w r a t h  a r e  s t o r e d . 1' M c G i l l  d e s c r i b e d  
h i s  o p p o s i t i o n :
Those  s t a t e s  w h ic h  l i v e  i n  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  f e a r  and  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  
w i l l  pay  a  p r i c e  w h ic h  may n o t  be c a l c u l a t e d  i f  t h e y  do  
i n d e e d  d e s t r o y ,  e v e n  f o r  a  t i m e ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h a t  i t  
w i l l  be s e v e r e  i n  t e r m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s  and  t h i n g s  o f  
t h e  s p i r i t  i s  u n d o u b t e d .  . . . I g n o r a n c e ,  p r e j u d i c e  and  
s h a b i n e s s  o f  mind  a n d  v a l u e s  a l w a y s  a r e  c a r e l e s s  l e a k s  i n  
t h e  d y k e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  man i s  a f r e e  i n d i v i d u a l .  
T h ese  f o r c e s  m u s t  a l w a y s  be r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  whaw f s i c  1 t h e y  a r e  
a n d  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  a n d  p u r p o s e  p u b l i c l y  p r o c l a i m e d  and  
o p p o s e d .
I n t e l l i g e n c e . I n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  u s u a l l y  v ie w e d  a s  a n  i n d e x  o f  
c r e d i b i l i t y .  M c G i l l ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  seemed p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
sh o w in g  t h a t  one o n l y  n e e d e d  common s e n s e  t o  s e e  t h e  v i t a l  n e e d  f o r  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e n ,  may h ave  c o n c l u d e d  him t o  be 
a  more  c r e d i b l e  s o u r c e ,  s i n c e  he  n o t  o n l y  c o u l d  h a n d l e  num erous  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  r e p o r t s  b u t  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e  o f  a n  i s s u e .
M c G i l l  made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  h i s  s p e e c h :
Even  t h e  m o s t  b l i n d  t o d a y  c a n  s e n s e  t h a t  we a r e  c a u g h t  up i n  
a  g r e a t  c o n v u l s i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  . . .  a new p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
. . . w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i s s u e  t o  be w h e re  a 
c o l o r e d  man s h a l l  s i t  i n  a  s t r e e t  c a r  o r  w h e r e  h i s  c h i l d  w i l l  
go  t o  s c h o o l .  . . . The c o m p u l s i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  and  many o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  d e s t r o y  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
f o u r  o r  f i v e  s t a t e s  i s  a l m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  e v e n  when one l i v e s  
w i t h  i t  . . . t o  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  a d v a n c e s  made i s  
a l m o s t  t o o  f a n t a s t i c  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d  a t  a  t i m e  when t h e  n e e d  
f o r  more  and  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  v i o l e n t l y  t h r u s t  upon  
u s .
A s e c o n d  f a c t o r  w h i c h  may h a v e  c a u s e d  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  t o  
b e l i e v e  h im more  r e a d i l y  was h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e l a t e  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
An a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  i s  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  a  m a n ' s  good  s e n s e  i f  he i s  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  f a c t s .  I n  s e v e n  o f  f i f t e e n  t y p e - w r i t t e n  p a g e s ,  M c G i l l
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c i t e d  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  b u t  s t a t i s t i c s .  F a i l u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  more a n a l y s i s ,  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and  m o t i v e  a p p e a l s ,  p r o b a b l y  l e s s e n e d  t h e  e f f e c t  
M c G i l l ' s  d a t a  had  i n  c a u s i n g  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  b e l i e v e  h im .
M c G i l l ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  u s u a l l y  h e i g h t e n e d  i n  t h e  
e y e s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by a n o t h e r  m e th o d ;  he o f t e n  i s  q u i t e  i m p r e s s i v e  
b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a p p a r e n t  b r o a d  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t .  However ,  
M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  Be­
c a u s e  M c G i l l ,  i f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  t r u e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  
d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  draw f ro m  wide  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t r a v e l ,  he l e f t  
o u t  h i s  s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  own c r e d i b i l i t y .
Good w i l l . Not o n l y  i s  a  s p e a k e r  made more b e l i e v a b l e  b e c a u s e  
o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  good w i l l  
t o w a r d  t h o s e  whom he a d d r e s s e s .  S i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  known w h a t  M c G i l l  s a i d  
i n  h i s  o p e n i n g  r e m a r k s ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  one o f  M c G i l l ' s  
c h i e f  ways o f  c o n v i n c i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  he comes i n  f r i e n d s h i p .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e v e a l e d  h i s  good  w i l l  when he r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  made by K e n tu c k y  i n  o b e y i n g  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  M c G i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  
m i g h t  have  b e e n  more  b e l i e v a b l e  had  he q u a l i f i e d  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
K e n tu c k y  h a d  n o t  s o u g h t  t o  c l o s e  i t s  s c h o o l s .  He g e n e r a l l y  i m p l i e d  
t h a t  a l l  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  had  w i l l i n g l y  f o l l o w e d  c o u r t  r u l i n g s ;  
t h e y  had  n o t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  was q u i t e  w i l l ­
i n g  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  K e n tu c k y  had  p e r f o r m e d  e x e m p l a r y  
a c t s  o f  s o c i a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  p r a i s e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  he 
p r o b a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  good w i l l  and  won s u p p o r t  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .
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A s e c o n d  m e thod  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  good w i l l  was M c G i l l ' s  e f f o r t  
t o  g e t  on cotmnon g r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t o o d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i s s u e s  and  knew how t o  cope  w i t h  
t h e m .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  f e l t  t h e y  had  a n  a l l y  i n  M c G i l l .  
H av ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  good  w i l l ,  M c G i l l  c o u l d  t h e n  t e l l  h i s  a u d i t o r s  
a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  " y oung  S o u t h ­
e r n e r s "  wou ld  p r o b a b l y  g i v e  him a  f a i r  h e a r i n g .  A l s o ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
p r o b a b l y  wou ld  be more  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  M c G i l l ' s  c o u n s e l .  He s t a t e d ;
The young S o u t h e r n e r  knows e v e n  b e t t e r  t h a n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  i n  t i m e  w i l l  c l o s e  t h e  d o o r s  
o f  h i s  s c h o o l s  i s  by  no means  l o c a l .  . . . Even t h e  m o s t  
b l i n d  t o d a y  c a n  s e n s e  t h a t  we a r e  c a u g h t  up  i n  a g r e a t  c o n ­
v u l s i o n  o f  h i s t o r y .  . . . A l l  t h i s  i s  p l a i n  t o  a l l  t h e  
young  p e r s o n s  o f  A m e r i c a .  They  know t h a t  h i s t o r y  i s  on t h e  
m a r c h .  . . .  I t  i s  no e x a g g e r a t i o n  t o  s a y  t h a t ,  i n  s p i r i t  
a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  young A m e r i c a n  i s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  
h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  some 
d e g r e e  by  r e v e a l i n g  h i s  h i g h  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and  good w i l l .  
H ow e ve r ,  some members  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  may h a v e  fo u n d  M c G i l l ' s  o v e r a l l  
a r g u m e n t  more  b e l i e v a b l e  had  he  b e e n  more  o b j e c t i v e  c o n c e r n i n g  Ken­
t u c k y ' s  a c t u a l  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s .
D e l i v e r y
A s p e a k e r  m i g h t  h a v e  e x c e l l e n t  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and  v a l i d  
r e a s o n i n g ,  y e t  be  i n e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  com m unica te  
i d e a s  o r a l l y .  To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  d e l i v e r y  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  t h e  w r i t e r  d i s c u s s e s  h e r e  h i s  m e thod  o f  d e l i v ­
e r y ,  h i s  g e n e r a l  a p p a r e a n c e ,  and  h i s  u s e  o f  b o d i l y  a c t i o n s .
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M ethod o f  d e l i v e r y . M c G i l l  u s e d  a  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  
h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,  S i n c e  M c G i l l  had  t a k e n  e i g h t  p a g e s  f rom an  
a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  one week  e a r l i e r ,  he p r o b a b l y  was  more f a m i l i a r  t h a n  
u s u a l  w i t h  t h e  m a in  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  h i s  K e n tu c k y  t e x t .  P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t
G. L u n d e ,  who i n t r o d u c e d  M c G i l l ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s  was 
" d e l i v e r e d  f rom a p r e p a r e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  b u t  a t  t i m e s  he d i d  d e p a r t  from 
t h e  t e x t . " ® ^  S i n c e ,  a s  M c G i l l  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  he i s  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  
a  t e x t  w i t h o u t  s e e m in g  t o  be  r e a d i n g  i t ,  he p r o b a b l y  d i d  u s e  m os t  o f  
t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w r i t t e n  i n  h i s  t e x t , The d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e x t  
a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  s p e e c h ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  was  t h a t  M c G i l l  s a i d  some t h i n g s  
w h ic h  he d i d  n o t  h a v e  i n  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t .  C la u d e  S i t t o n  c o v e r e d  
M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  New York Times  a n d ,  i f  one a s s u m e s  he r e p o r t e d  
w hat  M c G i l l  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  and n o t  s i m p l y  w h a t  was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  manu­
s c r i p t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  M c G i l l  i n d e e d  d i d  s a y  w h a t  he 
had  w r i t t e n .  D rawing f rom  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  S i t t o n  
q u o t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  f rom M c G i l l ' s  l e c t u r e .  I n  e v e r y  c a s e ,  S i t t o n ' s  
a r t i c l e  u s e d  t h e  same l a n g u a g e  found  i n  M c G i l l ' s  t e x t ,® ®
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  same m a t e r i a l  i n c l u d e d  i n  
h i s  m a n u s c r i p t ,  b u t  a d d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a f t e r  he  had  b e g u n .
G e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e . How d i d  M cG il l  lo o k  when he spoke i n  Lex­
i n g to n ?  R e l y in g  on a p h o to g r a p h  made by t h e  L e x in g to n  Hera Id th e  n i g h t
® ^ I n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  by R o b e r t  G. L u n d e ,  May 3 ,
1 9 6 6 .
Q Q
L o u i s v i l l e  C o u r i e r - J o u r n a 1 , F e b r u a r y  11,  1959,  Mary H e s t e r  
C o o p e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .
o f  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  make a few g e n e r a l  comments .®^ 
(See  F i g u r e  2 )  He a p p e a r e d  t o  be s t o c k i l y  b u i l t ,  t h o u g h  n o t  f a t  o r  
o v e r  w e i g h t .  He wore  w ha t  seemed t o  be a d a r k  s u i t ,  w h i t e  s h i r t ,  and  
p o l k a - d o t t e d  t i e .  H is  t i e  e n d s  l a y  s e p a r a t e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  w h i t e  s h i r t ,  
p o s s i b l y  r e s u l t i n g  f rom h i s  u s u a l  l a c k  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  s a r t o r i a l  s m a r t ­
n e s s .
B o d i l y  a c t i o n s . M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  h i s  u s u a l  p a t t e r n
o f  d e l i v e r y ,  a t t e m p t i n g  few g e s t u r e s  and  b o d i l y  m o v e m en ts .  P r o f e s s o r
L u n d e ,  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  a f t e r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  u s e d ,
few g e s t u r e s ,  a s  I  r e c a l l .  H is  e a s y  p l a t f o r m  m a n n e r ,  h i s  
s t r o n g  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  h i s  e a r n e s t  and  s i n c e r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
h i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  h e l d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t a l k . ^
E f f e c t i v e n e s s
Many s p e e c h  s c h o l a r s  c o n t e n d  t h a t  s p e a k i n g  s h o u l d  be p u r p o s e f u l  
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a n  o r a t o r  s h o u l d  be j u d g e d  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h e t h e r  he 
a c h i e v e d  h i s  d e s i r e d  r e s p o n s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  a s p e a k e r  
i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a s p e e c h  
A l s o ,  a s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  r e v e a l  some a w a r e n e s s  o f  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  and  
t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  h a s  f o r m u l a t e d  h i s  own s p e e c h  t h e o r y ,  
i t  seems o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  he be j u d g e d  i n  p a r t  by w h a t  he t h i n k s  a good  
s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  b e .
^ L e x i n g t o n  H e r a l d , F e b r u a r y  11,  1959 ,  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y .
90 In form ation  sen t  to  t h i s  w r i t e r  by Robert G. Lunde, May 3,
1966.
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F i g u r e  2 .
R a l p h  M c G i l l  a t  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y  
L e f t  t o  r i g h t :  A l f r e d  B.  S e a r s ,  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  R o b e r t  G. L u n d e .
211
R e s p o n s e
What i m m e d i a t e  r e s p o n s e  d i d  M c G i l l  a c h i e v e ?  E v i d e n c e  i s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  w a r r a n t  a c o n c l u s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  im m e d i a t e  r e s p o n s e  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e .  H owever ,  L u n d e ,  who i n t r o d u c e d  M c G i l l ,  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  M c G i l l  won ’’a p p l a u s e  when i n t r o d u c e d ” "some a p p l a u s e  f rom t i m e  t o  
t i m e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s p e e c h , "  and  " h e a r t y  a p p l a u s e  a t  t h e  end and 
e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  some t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  l e c t u r e
M c G i l l  r e c e i v e d  some a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h o u g h  no r e p o r t e r  
r e a c t e d  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e a k i n g  a b i l i t y .  C la u d e  S i t t o n  r e p o r t e d  t h e  
s p e e c h  f o r  t h e  New York  T i m e s . He q u o t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  f rom  M c G i l l ' s  
t e x t ,  p r o v i d i n g  h i s  r e a d e r s  w i t h  a somewhat c o m p l e t e  a c c o u n t  o f
QO
M c G i l l  s m e s s a g e .  The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r a n  a n  a b b r e v i a t e d  r e p o r t
q  *3
o f  S i t t o n ' s  m a t e r i a l .  The L e x i n g t o n  H e r a l d  c a r r i e d  a p h o t o g r a p h  
w h i c h  s i m p l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  " R a l p h  M c G i l l  . . . d i s c u s s e d  s o u t h e r n  p r o b ­
lems . . .  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y . " ^
T h e r e  was d e l a y e d  r e a c t i o n  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  
p r o b a b l y  b a s e d  on t h e  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  by S i t t o n .  On F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  
19 5 9 ,  s i x t e e n  d a y s  a f t e r  M c G i l l ’ s o r a t i o n ,  t h e  L e x i n g t o n  L e a d e r  
p r i n t e d  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  i t s  e d i t o r  by  R o b e r t  D. S h o r t  w h ic h
^ L o u i s v i l l e  C o u r i e r - J o u r n a 1 . F e b r u a r y  11,  1959 ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
A r c h i v i s t .
^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . F e b r u a r y  11,  1959 ,  c o l .  1, p .  2 6 .  
^ L e x i n g t o n  H e r a l d , F e b r u a r y  11,  1959,  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t .
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opposed M c G i l l ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  c o n tem p o ra r y  p rob lem s  were th e  e f f e c t  
o f  p a s t  p o l i c i e s .  Though t h e  l e t t e r  was o b v i o u s l y  w r i t t e n  from the  
f a r - R i g h t , i t  came from t h e  t y p e  o f  b e l i e v e r  M cGil l  p r o b a b l y  needed  t o  
c o n v i n c e .  S ince  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  had no 
f a v o r a b l e  e f f e c t  on Mr. S h o r t ,  who o b v i o u s l y  was w e l l  e d u c a t e d ,  i t  i s  
c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M c G i l l ’ s a rgum ent  d i d  n o t  p e r s u a d e  many o t h e r s .  
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  S h o r t  w r o t e :
E d i t o r ,  L e x in g to n  L e a d e r ;
The r e c e n t  B l a z e r  l e c t u r e  by  Mr. R a lp h  M c G i l l ,  a c c o r d ­
in g  t o  l o c a l  p r e s s  r e p o r t s ,  t i e d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  b e t t e r  
e d u c a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  one g r e a t  f u t u r e  e s t a t e  f o r  
t h e  S o u th .  Thus he d e s t i n e s  t h a t  t h e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  South  
w i l l  become b u t  r e l i c s  o f  a faded  Don Q u ix o te .
The h e r i t a g e  o f  a p e o p le  who p a i n f u l l y  c l im bed  from th e  
a s h e s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  h i g h  peaks  o f  eminence  i n  a few 
s h o r t  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  he d e p r e c i a t e s  a s  " s h u t  m i n d s . "  Never i n  
a l l  h i s t o r y ,  i n  so few y e a r s ,  have a p e o p le  who were b a n k ru p t  
e c o n o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e i r  young manhood d e p l e t e d ,  
s o r e l y  t a x e d ,  and burdened  w i t h  a d e p e n d e n t  Negro r a c e ,  r i s e n  
so  r a p i d l y  a s  d i d  t h e  w h i t e  S o u th .  Tha t  n e i t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  n o r  s t a b i l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  e i t h e r  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  h o u rs  o f  t r i a l  o r  w i t h  g row ing  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  
s u c c e s s ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  v i s i o n  and m e n t a l  competence 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h e i r  r e s u r g e n c e  does  n o t  i n d i c a t e  " s h u t  
m i n d s . "
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  a r e  n o t  gods  i n  t h e i r  own 
r i g h t ,  b u t  a r e  b u t  t o o l s  t o  be w i s e l y  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  t h e  p u r ­
pose  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  America and u n d e r - w r i t i n g  ou r  r i g h t  t o  
l i f e ,  l i b e r t y  and  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  a l l  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  g l o r y  o f  God. R a c i a l  
i n t e g r a t i o n  would r e q u i r e  lower  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  No 
workman i s  so f o o l i s h  a s  t o  d u l l  h i s  f i n e  t o o l s .
P ropaganda  v i s u a l i z i n g  a  p e o p le  a t t u n e d  t o  g r e a t  i n d u s ­
t r i a l  a d v a n c e s  and l e s s  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
d a n g e r o u s l y  a p p r o a c h e s  a m a t e r i a l i s t i c  U t o p i a .
Where does  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  s t a n d  anyway? Does he deny h i s  
f o r e b e a r s ?  Does he n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  a l l  o u r  b l e s s i n g s  a r e  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  many th o u s an d  y e a r s  o f  our  w h i t e  h e r i t a g e  e v o lv e d  
a s  p lan n ed  by t h e  C r e a t o r  and a c c o r d i n g  t o  His n a t u r a l  laws?
Are a l l  r e v e l a t i o n s  and  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  be c a s t  t o  t h e  f o u r  
winds?  To p r o j e c t  a f u t u r e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  G od 's  fu n d a m e n ta l  laws 
and  p r i n c i p l e s ,  c o u r t s  s u i c i d e .  I t  i s  a prime r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t
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a p e o p l e ,  a n a t i o n  o r  a r a c e  m us t  e v e r  go  onward and  upward  
o r  f a c e  o b l i v i o n .  T h i s  t h e y  c a n n o t  do by w e a k e n i n g  t h e i r  
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  m i s c e g e n a t i o n .  P a r e n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y  and  p a r e n t a l  r e s p e c t  m us t  c o n t i n u a l l y  grow s t r o n g e r  o r  
e l s e  a r a c e  s p i r i t u a l l y  d e t e r i o r a t e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  Mr.
M c G i l l ' s  d e p r e c i a t i n g  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o r  p h i l o s o p h y . ® ^
Did M c G i l l ' s  l e c t u r e  h ave  a n o t i c e a b l e  l o n g - r a n g e  e f f e c t ?  No 
c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n  be e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  and 
K e n t u c k y ' s  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  n o r  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  i n  
1965 o f  a f a r - r e a c h i n g  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l .  K e n t u c k y ,  t h o u g h  t r o u b l e d  
w i t h  some v i o l e n c e ,  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  
l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  t h a t  s t a t e  had a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  N e g r o e s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  m o d e r a t e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  some a r e a s .  K e n tu c k y  d i d  n o t  have  t h e  d i f f i ­
c u l t y  w i t h  s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  Deep S o u t h .  For  e x a m p l e ,  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  l o c a l e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  had b e e n  
r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  s p o k e .  C o n s e ­
q u e n t l y ,  K e n tu c k y  had  p r e t t y  w e l l  d e c i d e d  t o  f o l l o w  M c G i l l ' s  a d v i c e ,  
e v e n  b e f o r e  he had  a c h a n c e  t o  g i v e  i t .
C r a f t s m a n s h ip
M c G i l l  s h o u l d  be e v a l u a t e d  on h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  s t r u c t u r e ,  d e l i v e r ,  
and  p r o v e  h i s  i d e a s .  B eca u se  o f  a p a t h y  to w a rd  a t o t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
p l a n ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  l a b o r  f o r  p e r s p e c t i v e  
b e f o r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  what  he was t r y i n g  t o  s a y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  f a i l u r e  
t o  r e l a t e  p e r s o n a l  in c o m e ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  p r o b a b l y  made t h o s e  p o i n t s  a p p e a r  i r r e l e v a n t .  I t  was  p r o b a b l y
95 Lexington L ead er , February 26 , 1959, U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t .
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s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  C la u d e  S i t t o n ,  who p r o v i d e d  n i n e t e e n  i n c h e s  
o f  p r e s s  s p a c e  f o r  M c G i l l ' s  t e x t ,  c h o s e  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e ,  
em p lo y m e n t ,  o r  p o p u l a t i o n .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  p r o v e d  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t e n t i o n s  b u t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a 
l a c k  o f  c o - o r d i n a t i o n ,  was l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  b u i l d i n g  a c o h e r e n t  c a s e  
f o r  open  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  a i d e d  h i s  own c r e d i b i l i t y  
w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  a f r i e n d  o f  s t u d e n t s  and  a 
b e l i e v a b l e  s o u r c e .  A l s o ,  he p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  h i s  c a u s e  by a s s o c i a t i n g  
o p e n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w i t h  t h a t  w h ic h  was " r i g h t . "
I n c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  p r e v e n t s  a judgment  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  M c G i l l ' s  
d e l i v e r y .  One member o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  P r o f e s s o r  Lunde,  remembered h i s  
p e r fo rm an ce  t o  have been  an  " e a r n e s t  and s i n c e r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n , "  which 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  t a p e d  s p e e c h e s  and a d d r e s s  o b s e r v e d  f i r s t - h a n d  
by t h i s  l i s t e n e r .  *
W1sdom i n  J u d g i n g  T r e n d s
M c G i l l ' s  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  and  e d u c a ­
t i o n  l e a d  one t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he i s  a  w i s e  p r o p h e t .  I n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  
M c G i l l  u r g e d  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  Negro  o r  f a c e  c o u r t  i n t e r v e n t i o n .
I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  when some s t a t e s  t h o u g h t  o f  c l o s i n g  t h e i r  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s ,  M c G i l l  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w ou ld  s u r v i v e .  
A l s o ,  he p r e a c h e d  t h a t  u n l e s s  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  s o l v e  t h e i r  own p r o b l e m s  
t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d .  Most  i m p o r t a n t ,  M c G i l l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  h a s  c r i e d - o u t  a g a i n s t  p r e j u d i c e  i n  t h e  S o u t h  and  
n a t i o n .  The n a t i o n  f i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  l e a r n e d  t h e  
t u n e  .
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M c G i l l ’ s U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  l e c t u r e ,  t h o u g h  more  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  a s s e s s ,  p r o b a b l y  a d d e d  t o  M c G i l l ' s  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a c c u r a t e  p r e ­
d i c t i o n s .  He c a l l e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  t h e  S o u t h  c o u l d  n o t  
a f f o r d  t o  d o  w i t h o u t  th e m ;  m o s t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  l i v e  
w i t h  r a c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  M c G i l l  c l a i m e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  w h ic h  
s u p p o r t e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w ou ld  p r o s p e r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no n e c e s s a r y  
c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o ,  i t  may be t h a t  a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m  h a s  h e l p e d  e n s u r e  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  S o u t h .
M c G i l l 1s S p e e c h  T h e o r y
I n  w h a t  ways  d i d  M c G i l l  f a i l  t o  a b i d e  by  h i s  own s p e e c h  p r i n ­
c i p l e s ?  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  p r e p a r e  a n  o r i g i n a l  o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
B l a z e r  s e r i e s .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  w ere  n o t  a d a p t e d  
a s  w e l l  a s  u s u a l  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r .  B e c a u s e  he o m i t t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  
m a n u s c r i p t ,  h i s  u s u a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  
d i d n ' t  " s o u n d "  l i k e  M c G i l l .  T h i r d ,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  s e l e c t  a n d  a d a p t  
s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e .  F o u r t h ,  t h e r e  w ere  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  c a r e f u l l y  r e s e a r c h  h i s  t o p i c  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
a u d i e n c e .  F i f t h ,  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  was  n o t  c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e i v e d  f o r  h i s  
K e n t u c k y  a u d i t o r s .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  f u l f i l l e d  some o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  h i s  
t h e o r y .  F i r s t ,  he  was i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  h o n e s t ,  i n  t h a t  he was w i l l i n g  
t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  own r e g i o n .  A l s o ,  t h o u g h  he p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y  w an t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  r a c e s ,  he t o l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w h a t  had t o  be 
done  t o  come w i t h i n  t h e  l a w .  S e c o n d ,  M c G i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  a 
s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e .  T h i r d ,  M c G i l l  u s e d  s p e a k e r - i n i t i a t i v e  i n  a c c e p t i n g  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e .
CHAPTER VI
ANALYSIS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION SPEECH 
A s econd  s p e e c h  t o  be s t u d i e d  was d e l i v e r e d  by M c G i l l  t o  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  on J u n e  30 ,  1966 a t  Miami 
B e a c h .  B e c a u se  t h e  w r i t e r  w i t n e s s e d  t h a t  a d d r e s s ,  he i s  a b l e  t o  
s u p p l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e .
Sp eak in g  O c ca s io n  
M cGil l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  
p l a n  f o r  p rob lems p roduced  by u r b a n i z a t i o n .  The e v e n t s  w hich  s u r ­
rounded t h i s  a d d r e s s  w i l l  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  two a r e a s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k ­
ground and immedia te  o c c a s i o n .
H i s t o r i c a l  Background
The n a t u r e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  r e q u i r e s  a n  u n u s u a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  
h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  l i m i t  h i s  t o p i c ,  b u t  p r e s e n t e d  a 
s w e e p in g  a c c o u n t  o f  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  A l s o ,  he o f f e r e d  no s p e c i f i c  s o l u ­
t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  o n l y  t h a t  t h e  b u r d e n  wou ld  be p l a c e d  on e d u c a t i o n .  Con­
s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  p i e c e m e a l  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  f o u r  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s ;  ( 1 )  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  ( 2 )  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n ,  ( 3 )  c i t i e s ,  and  ( 4 )  e d u c a t i o n .
R a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n . O p p o s i t i o n  t o  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  w h ic h  g a i n e d  
i m p e t u s  a f t e r  1954 ,  n o t  o n l y  p r e c e d e d  M c G i l l ' s  K e n tu c k y  o r a t i o n ,  b u t  
c o n t i n u e d  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  NEA s p e e c h .  R e a c t i o n  t o  c o u r t
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d e c i s i o n s  b e t w e e n  1959 ,  and  1966 ,  c a n  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  v i o l e n t  o p p o s i ­
t i o n ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  n o n - v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and  o b e d i e n c e  t o  l aw .
A few e x a m p le s  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r a c i a l
i n t e g r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  On December  12 ,  I 9 6 0 ,  i n  A t l a n t a ,  " a
s h a t t e r i n g  e x p l o s i o n  . . . damaged a N egro  s c h o o l  and  a d o z e n  homes 
a l o n g  P e lh a m  S t r e e t ,  NW, and  s t a r t e d  a n  i n t e n s i v e  . . . i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n . O n  May 2 1 ,  1961 ,  i n  M ontgom ery ,  A lab am a ,  " a n  a n g r y  mob o f  
c l u b - s w i n g i n g , r o c k - t h r o w i n g  w h i t e  y o u t h s  s to r m e d  a c o r d o n  o f  U .S .  
M a r s h a l s  and  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  a t  t h e  N egro  B a p t i s t  Church  . . . "  On 
S e p te m b e r  9,  1962 ,  " n i g h t - r i d i n g  a r s o n i s t s  . . . b u r n e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  
two N egro  c h u r c h e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  d r i v e  i n  S o u t h w e s t  
G e o r g i a . ^  S e p te m b e r  3 0 ,  1962,
b l o o d y  r i o t i n g  among U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  s t u d e n t s  and
a d u l t s  f rom  o f f  campus p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Negro  James
H. M e r e d i t h  r e s u l t e d  i n  one d e a t h  and  num erous  i n j u r i e s  
S unday  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  s c e n e  . By m i d n i g h t
one newsman had  b e e n  s h o t  d e a d  and  a U .S .  M a r s h a l  was r e p o r t e d
d y i n g  w i t h  a wound i n  t h e  t h r o a t . ^
S e p t e m b e r  15,  1963 ,  i n  B irm in g h am ,  A lab am a ,
a p a c k a g e  o f  10 t o  13 s t i c k s  o f  d y n a m i t e  was  s e t  o f f  a t  a 
Negro  c h u r c h  . . . k i l l i n g  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  S unday  S c h o o l  
and  i n j u r i n g  a t  l e a s t  20  o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  N e g r o e s ,  a n g e r e d  
by t h e  o u t r a g e ,  r e t a l i a t e d  by h u r l i n g  s t o n e s  and  b o t t l e s  a t  
p o l i c e m e n  and  w h i t e  m o t o r i s t s  [ i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  h i s  
w i f e ,  and  t h r e e - y e a r  o l d  s o n ]  a l l  d a y  S u n d a y .  Two Negro
^The A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , December  13 ,  1960 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1. 
2 I b l d . . May 2 2 ,  1961 ,  c o l .  5 ,  p .  1.
3
I b i d . ,  S e p t e m b e r  10 ,  1 9 6 2 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
4
I b i d . ,  October 1, 1962, c o l s .  7 - 8 ,  p.  1.
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boys  w ere  s h o t  t o  d e a t h  I n  o t h e r  r a c i a l  i n c i d e n t s .  , . and 
a Negro  man and a w h i t e  man w e re  wounded by  g u n f i r e . ^
On A u g u s t  6 ,  1964,  " f o u r  A t h e n s  [ G e o r g i a ]  men,  i d e n t i f i e d  by i n v e s t i ­
g a t o r s  a s  Ku K lu x  K la n s m e n ,  were  a r r e s t e d  . . .  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
p r e - d a w n  h ig h w ay  s l a y i n g  o f  Lemuel  A. P e n n ,  a  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  Negro  
e d u c a t o r . "6 F i n a l l y ,  i n  O c t o b e r  1965 ,  v i o l e n c e  b r o k e  o u t  i n  C r a w f o r d -  
v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a ,  when N e g ro e s  " m oun ted  a d a i l y  ca m p a ig n  t o  b o a r d  t h e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b u s e s  t h a t  c a r r y  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n  t o  n e a r b y  c o m m u n i t i e s .
. . . t h e  d a i l y  sc r im m age  had  a r o u s e d  one o f  G e o r g i a ' s  w o r s t  r a c i a l  
f l a r e - u p s  i n  y e a r s . " 7
A s e c o n d  r e a c t i o n  t o  r a c i a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  came i n  t h e  form o f  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a s  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m a r c h e r s  i n v a d e d  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  on March  15,  1960,  " n e a r l y  200 N egro  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  s t a g e d  
s i t  down d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  10 w h i t e  e a t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  A t l a n t a  
. . . a t  l u n c h t i m e . " ®  On May 2 ,  1963 ,  i n  B i rm in g h a m ,  " a n  e s t i m a t e d  
700 N e g r o e s  w e re  j a i l e d  . . . i n  a m a s s i v e  o n s l a u g h t  o f  a n t i ­
s e g r e g a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a s  p u p i l s  s k i p p e d  c l a s s e s  t o  s t a g e
m a r c h e s . " ^  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  i n  B i rm in g h am ,  " s n a r l i n g  p o l i c e  dogs  
c h a s e d  away c row ds  o f  N e g ro e s  and  f i r e  h o s e s  f l a t t e n e d  y o u t h f u l  demon­
s t r a t o r s  . . .  a s  h u n d r e d s  o f  N e g ro e s  t r i e d  t o  s t a g e  a n t i - s e g r e g a t i o n  
m a rc h e  s . "
5
I b i d . ,  S e p te m b e r  16 ,  1963 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1. A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s .
^ I b i d . . A u g u s t  7 ,  1964 ,  c o l .  5 ,  p .  1.
7T im e ,  V o l .  86 ( O c t o b e r  15 ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  31 .
® A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , M arch  16,  196 0 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
^ I b i d .  , May 3 ,  1963 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  1.
^Q j b i d . .  May 5 ,  1963,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
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When c i v i l  r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  became more  a g g r e s s i v e ,  and  
p r o b a b l y  b e t t e r  c o - o r d i n a t e d ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t o o k  on new fo rm .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  on A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1963,  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  " a n  e s t i m a t e d
2 0 0 , 0 0 0  ' f r e e d o m  m a r c h e r s  1- - m o s t  o f  them N e g r o e s - - d e m a n d e d  o f  C o n g r e s s  
. . . t h a t  i t  p a s s  an  ' e f f e c t i v e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l  n o w . " ' * *  D r .  M a r t i n  
L u t h e r  K in g ,  J r .  was one o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  l e a d e r s .  On F e b r u a r y  
1,  1965 ,  i n  S e lm a ,  A la b a m a ,  D r .  King  "was a r r e s t e d  w i t h  256 o t h e r  
N e g ro e s  d u r i n g  a r i g h t - t o - v o t e  p r o t e s t  . . . " * ^  On M arch  2 1 ,  1965 ,
K ing  " l e d  4 , 0 0 0  c i v i l  r i g h t s  d e m o n s t r a t o r s ,  g u a r d e d  by  c a r b i n e -  
c a r r y i n g  s o l d i e r s ,  t o  a cow p a s t u r e  campground  e i g h t  m i l e s  f rom Selma 
. . . on t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  ' f r e e d o m  m a r c h '  t o  Montgom­
e r y . " ^  I n  J u n e ,  1966 ,  t h e  m on th  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  James  H.
M e r e d i t h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l e a d  a  s i m i l a r  m a rc h  a l o n g  U. S.  Highway 5 1 ,  from 
M emphis ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  t o  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  Time p i c t u r e d  t h e  r e s u l t s :
Two m i l e s  beyond  H e r n a n d o ,  M i s s . ,  M e r e d i t h  was  p l o d d i n g  
d o g g e d l y  up  a s m a l l  h i l l  when a w h i t e  man popped  up  f rom 
t h e  b r u s h  a l o n g  t h e  h i g h w a y .  . . .  A 16- g a u g e  s h o t g u n  
r o a r e d  o n c e ,  and  a  s p r a y  o f  b i r d  s h o t  b l a s t e d  i n t o  M e r e d i t h ' s  
r i g h t  s i d e .  . . . Twice  more t h e  gunman f i r e d .  . . .
M e r e d i t h  . . . s u f f e r [ e d ]  from " m u l t i p l e  s u p e r f i c i a l  a b r a ­
s i o n s  . " 1 4
The week o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  d e b a t e  r a g e d  among c i v i l  
r i g h t s  l e a d e r s  a s  t o  a c c e p t a b l e  and  e f f e c t i v e  m e th o d s  o f  p r o t e s t .  Time 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n h e r e n t  i s s u e ,  " B l a c k  P o w e r . "
* * I b i d . , A u g u s t  2 9,  1963 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
* ^ I b i d . . F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1965,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  3 ,  p .  1. 
l ^ x b i d . ,  M arch  2 2 ,  1965 ,  U n i t e d  P r e s s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  c o l ,  8 ,
p . 1.
14Time. V ol .  87 (June 17, 1 9 6 6 ) ,  26.
220
. . . many m i l i t a n t  i d e o l o g u e s  a r e  I m p a t i e n t  w i t h  w ha t  t h e y  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  g l a c i a l  p a c e  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  They  
e s p o u s e  i n s t e a d  a  r a c i s t  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  c o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  
p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  v e r y  s e p a r a t i s m  a g a i n s t  w h ic h  N e g ro e s  h a v e  
f o u g h t  s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  O d d ly ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  w h i t e  men b u t  
b l a c k ,  and  t h e i r  s l o g a n  i s  " B l a c k  P o w e r ! " ! ^
T h e r e  was  a t h i r d  r e s p o n s e  t o  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  w h ic h  came i n  
t h e  fo rm  o f  n o n - v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n .  O n ly  a few comments a r e  n e e d e d  t o  
s u p p le m e n t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  c h a p t e r  f i v e  c o n c e r n i n g  l e g a l  c i r c u m v e n ­
t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  S e p te m b e r  2 0 ,  1962 ,  " Ja m es  H. M e r e d i t h ,  a 2 9 - y e a r -
o l d  N e g r o ,  t r i e d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  . . . b u t
was  t u r n e d  away by  Gov.  Ross  B a r n e t t . "16  December 18,  1962 ,  M c G i l l ' s  
hometown made w ha t  he  c a l l e d  a " m i s t a k e  t h a t  c a n  be p h o t o g r a p h e d " :
The c i t y  o f  A t l a n t a  e r e c t e d  b a r r i c a d e s  a c r o s s  P e y t o n  and  
H a r l a n  Roads  . . . p r o m p t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  c o u r t  a c t i o n  i n  two
d a y s  a g a i n s t  a n  o r d i n a n c e  c r e a t i n g  a r a c i a l  b u f f e r  zone  and
s e t t i n g  o f f  a " s e l e c t i v e  b u y i n g  c a m p a ig n "  by  N e g ro e s  a g a i n s t  
m e r c h a n t s  t h e y  s a i d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  o r d i n a n c e . ^
G eo rg e  C. W a l l a c e ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  A la b a m a ,  a t t r a c t e d  w o r l d  a t t e n t i o n ,  when 
he  c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  c a m p a ig n  p r o m i s e  o f  " s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h o u s e  
d o o r "  t o  b l o c k  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  A l a b a m a ’ s s c h o o l s .  H owever ,  he was u n ­
a b l e  t o  m a tc h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t :
S t i l l  c l a i m i n g  v i c t o r y ,  Gov.  G eo rg e  C. W a l l a c e  r e t r e a t e d  
f rom  t h e  campus o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabam a T u e s d a y  a f t e r ­
noon  and  two N egro  s t u d e n t s  whom he  h a d  vowed t o  k e e p  o u t  
w e re  e n r o l l e d  f o r  t h e  summer q u a r t e r .  W a l l a c e  a g r e e d  t o  
l e a v e  o n l y  a f t e r  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F .  Kennedy  f e d e r a l i z e d
15I b i d . . V o l .  88 ( J u ly  1, 1 9 6 6 ) ,  11.
^ A t la n ta  C o n s t i t u t i o n . September 21 ,  1962,  U . P . I . ,  c o l s .  6 - 7 ,
^ I b i d . , December 19, 1962, c o l .  2 ,  p.  1.
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1 8 , 0 0 0  Alabama N a t i o n a l  G uardsm en  and  a n  e s t i m a t e d  600  o f  
them b e g a n  a r r i v i n g  on t h e  Alabama cam pus .
T h r e e  m o n th s  l a t e r ,  W a l l a c e  and  K ennedy c r o s s e d  p a t h s  a g a i n  when t r o o p s
w e re  f e d e r a l i z e d  t o  e n s u r e  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s :
Tw enty  N eg ro  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r e d  w h i t e  s c h o o l s  i n  t h r e e  Alabama 
c i t i e s  . . . i n  a h i s t o r i c  move t h a t  came o n l y  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
showdown b e t w e e n  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F .  Kennedy  and  Gov.  G eorge
C. W a l l a c e .  Kennedy  p u t  t h e  1 7 , 0 0 0  Alabama N a t i o n a l  G u a r d s ­
men i n t o  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e ,  t h e r e b y  r e m o v in g  them f rom t h e  
c o n t r o l  o f  W a l l a c e ,  who had o r d e r e d  some u n i t s  on a c t i v e  
d u t y  a  few h o u r s  e a r l i e r .
N o n - v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  a l s o  was h e a r d  f rom  o r a t o r s  and  d i s ­
c u s s a n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  " a n  e s t i m a t e d  crowd o f  more 
t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  f l a g - w a v i n g ,  s i g n - c a r r y i n g  w h i t e s  i g n o r e d  o c c a s i o n a l  s h o w e rs  
t o  s t a g e  a p r o t e s t  m a rc h  t o  downtown A t l a n t a  . . . and  l i s t e n  t o  a  
f i e r y  o r a t i o n  by  s e g r e g a t i o n i s t  L e s t e r  M addox ."^®  A few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
Supreme C o u r t  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  r u l i n g  i n  1954,  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  g a t h e r e d  
t o  d i s c u s s  p o s s i b l e  p o l i c i e s  t o  f o l l o w .  D i s c u s s i o n  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  
1 9 6 0 ' s ,  when t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e p o r t e d  on May 7 ,  1965 ,  t h a t  "a  
g r o u p  o f  S o u t h e r n  g o v e r n o r s  w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  Gov.  C a r l  S a n d e r s  i n  
A t l a n t a  . , . t o  d i s c u s s  a f e d e r a l  r u l i n g  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  g r a d e s  i n  
a l l  s c h o o l s  m u s t  be  d e s e g r e g a t e d  by  t h i s  f a l l , " ^
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and  n o n - v i o l e n c e ,  
t h e r e  was  a l s o  some o b e d i e n c e  t o  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  I n  G e o r g i a ,  f o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  i n  1 9 6 4 ,  " A t l a n t a  s c h o o l s  open ed  q u i e t l y  f o r  t h e  m os t  p a r t  . . .
^ I b i d . .  J u n e  1 2 ,  1963 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
l ^ I b i d , .  S e p t e m b e r  11 ,  1963 ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
^ I b i d . . A p r i l  2 6 ,  1965 ,  c o l s ,  2 - 3 ,  p .  1.
2 1 l b i d . . May 7 ,  1965 ,  c o l s .  7 - 8 ,  p .  1.
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2 2d e s p i t e  s h a r p l y  i n c r e a s e d  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  . . . "  A l s o ,  t h e r e  was u n ­
e x p e c t e d  p r o g r e s s  i n  a  few o f  t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s .  K e n t u c k y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
i n  1966 ,  p a s s e d  a f a r - r e a c h i n g  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l :
The K e n t u c k y  m e a s u r e  . . . g o e s  f u r t h e r  t o w a r d  b a n n i n g  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  and  h i r i n g  t h a n  
t h e  1964 f e d e r a l  la w .  I t  o p e n s  t o  N e g ro e s  a l l  p u b l i c  
f a c i l i t i e s  e x c e p t  b a r b e r s h o p s ,  b e a u t y  s h o p s  and  p r i v a t e  
c l u b s ,  g u a r a n t e e s  f a i r  em ployment  s t a n d a r d s  t o  t h e  90% o f  
t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  t h a t  w o rk s  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  e m p l o y i n g  e i g h t  
o r  more p e r s o n s . ^
Data  c o n c e r n i n g  o v e r - a l l  co m p l ian ce  can  b e s t  be found i n
a r t i c l e s  e x p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  w h a t  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  made.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  T i m e , on  S e p te m b e r  10,  1965 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t
. . . d e s p i t e  b a l l y h o o e d  b r e a k t h r o u g h s  and  a  c a r l o a d  o f  c o u r t  
d e c r e e s ,  t h e  Deep S o u t h ' s  r e s i l i e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  s c h o o l  
i n t e g r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k a b l y  e f f e c t i v e ;  o n l y  2 1/4% o f  
t h e  2 , 9 8 0 , 0 0 0  N egro  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  e l e v e n  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  
a c t u a l l y  s a t  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  l a s t  y e a r  w i t h  w h i t e s . ^
On F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1966 ,  Time r e p o r t e d  t h a t
. . .  i n  J a n u a r y  1966 ,  a  d o z e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  U .S .  Supreme 
C o u r t  u r g e d  " a l l  d e l i b e r a t e  s p e e d "  i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  S o u t h e r n  
s c h o o l s ,  o n l y  one o f  e v e r y  13 N egro  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e l e v e n  
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  Old C o n f e d e r a c y  was a t t e n d i n g  a s c h o o l  w i t h  
w h i t e  s t u d e n t s . ^5
I n  summary,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  a s  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  o p p o s i t i o n
t o  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  was d e c i s i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  v i o l e n c e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,
n o n - v i o l e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  some c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  la w .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e
^ I b i d . , S e p te m b e r  1,  1964 ,  c o l .  8 ,  p .  1.
2 3 T i m e . V o l .  87 ( F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  2 7 .  
2 ^ I b i d . ,  V o l .  86 ( S e p t e m b e r  10 ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  4 5 .  
2 5 I b i d . . V o l .  87 ( F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  2 5 .
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i s s u e  o f  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  r e l a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  was 
o f  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  when t h e  NEA met a t  Miami B e a c h ,  
F l o r i d a .
F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n . A long  w i t h  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l ' s  
b r o a d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  t o u c h e d  on  a s e c o n d  t o p i c ,  f e d e r a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  B e c a u se  M c G i l l  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w ha t  c o u l d  be done  t o  
im p ro v e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  d i s c u s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a f f e c t i n g  s u c h  a r e a s  a s  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s ,  h i r i n g  p r a c ­
t i c e s ,  and  v o t i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  on J u l y  2 ,  1964 ,  " P r e s i d e n t  Lyndon B. 
J o h n s o n  s i g n e d "  a " c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t  i n t o  l a w , "  c o v e r i n g  h i r i n g  p r a c ­
t i c e s ,  p u b l i c  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  I t s  e f f e c t  on e d u c a t i o n  
c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  way t h e  U. S.  O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  i n  1965,
. . . i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1964 " t o  mean t h a t  
a l l  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  r e c e i v i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  m u s t  make p l a n n e d  
moves t o w a r d  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  a s  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  r e c e i v e  s u c h  f u n d s "  . . . F u r t h e r  " d e l a y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  i n  f i l i n g  s u c h  p l a n s  . . . w i l l  n o t  o n l y  
j e o p a r d i z e  a l l o t m e n t s  o f  n e e d e d  f u n d s  t o  s u c h  s y s t e m s ,  b u t  
w i l l  s t i l l  l e a v e  s u c h  s y s t e m s  l i a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  Brown c a s e  and  
o t h e r  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  and T i t l e  IV o f  t h e  C i v i l  
R i g h t s  A c t ,  r e q u i r i n g  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  a l l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m s "  . . .26
The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  N i c h o l a s  K a t z e n b a c k ,  
a l s o  a p p l i e d  p r e s s u r e ,  when he  " o r d e r e d  f e d e r a l  e x a m i n e r s  i n t o  n i n e  
c o u n t i e s  i n  A lab am a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  and  L o u i s i a n a  t o  r e g i s t e r  Negro  v o t e r s  
u n d e r  t h e  1965 v o t i n g  r i g h t s  l a w . " ^  On May 13 ,  1966 ,  one month  p r i o r
^ A t la n ta  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A p r i l  2 2 ,  1965,  c o l s .  3 - 4 ,  p. 1.
^^ I b l d . .  August 10, 1965, c o l .  4 ,  p. 1.
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t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  Time a n a l y z e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  b i l l
on  e l e c t i o n s  i n  A labam a:
I n  i t s  f i r s t  b a l l o t - b o x  t e s t ,  t h e  V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1965 
w o rk ed  a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  i t s  m o s t  i d e a l i s t i c  f r a m e r s  c o u l d  
h a v e  d r e a m e d .  More t h a n  80% o f  A l a b a m a ' s  2 3 5 , 0 0 0 - p l u s  r e g i s ­
t e r e d  N e g r o e s  t u r n e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p r i m a r y .  H a l f  o f  
them had  n e v e r  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d  u n t i l  t h e  p a s t  y e a r . 28
I n  summary, a t  t h e  t im e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n ­
ment was a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  s o l v i n g  prob lem s  r e l a t i n g  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  
p u b l i c  a ccom m oda t ions ,  h i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  and v o t i n g .  The e d u c a t o r s  
p r o b a b l y  would be more c o n ce rn ed  w i t h  p rograms r e l a t i n g  to  t h e i r  own 
f i e l d .
C i t i e s .  B e s i d e s  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  and  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
M c G i l l  a l s o  e m p h a s i z e d  p r o b l e m s  g r o w in g  o u t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  u r b a n i z a t i o n .  
T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  t r e a t  t h r e e  t o p i c s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  M c G i l l ' s  
m e s s a g e ;  ( 1 )  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  ( 2 )  c a u s e s  o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s ,  
and  ( 3 )  s o l u t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d .
A few o f  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by  c i t i e s  a r e  p o o r  
h o u s i n g ,  d i s e a s e ,  u n e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  u n e m p lo y m e n t ,  and r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t .  
The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  p r o b ­
lem a r e a s ,  t h o u g h  i n  no d e f i n i t e  o r d e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  T ime,  on May 13,  
1966 ,  one  month  b e f o r e  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
e v i l s  i n  h o u s i n g ,  h e a l t h ,  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  b o t h  r u r a l  
a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s :
More t h a n  7 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n s  l i v e  i n  r a t - i n f e s t e d  t e n e m e n t s  
o r  tum b ledow n  s h a c k s  t h a t  a r e  o f f i c i a l l y - - a n d  e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y - -
28Time. Vol. 87 (May 13, 1966), 23.
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c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " d i l a p i d a t e d " ;  1 , 5 0 0  U .S .  c i t i z e n s  s t i l l  d i e  
y e a r l y  f rom  d i s e a s e s  c a u s e d  by  m a l n u t r i t i o n ;  6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s u b s i s t  on f r e e  Government s u r p l u s e s .  I n  t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y ,  
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  11 m i l l i o n  f u n c t i o n a l  i l l i t e r a t e s  a r e  r e l e ­
g a t e d  f o r  l i f e  t o  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p o o r .  ^
On M arch  4 ,  1966 ,  Time p r o v i d e d  d a t a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  c i t y
h o u s i n g :
D e s p i t e  n a t i o n w i d e  a t t e m p t s  t o  w r i t e  new r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  
a r e  s t i l l  5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  s u b s t a n d a r d  h o u s e s  i n  c i t i e s - - n e a r l y  
a l l  o f  them w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  o r  i n d o o r  t o i l e t s - - a n d  i n  
some a r e a s  t h e  number  o f  b a r e l y  h a b i t a b l e  homes c o n t i n u e s  
t o  r i s e .  I n  New York a l o n e ,  s u b s t a n d a r d  h o u s e s  have  i n ­
c r e a s e d  f rom 4 2 0 , 0 0 0  t o  5 2 0 , 0 0 0  s i n c e  1960 .
P r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  were d r a m a t i z e d ,  
i n  1965 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  N egro  r e v o l t  i n  Los A n g e l e s '  W a t t s  a r e a .  B e s i d e s  
o v e r t o n e s  o f  r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e r e  w ere  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  i n  h o u s i n g ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  em p lo y m e n t ,  and  law e n f o r c e m e n t .  A f t e r  2 , 2 2 1  N e g ro e s  had 
b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  f e l o n i e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  G o v e r n o r ,  Edmond Brown, 
a p p o i n t e d  a c o m m is s io n  " t o  f i n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s i x - d a y  u p r i s i n g . "  
The r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  c o m m i s s i o n ,  i f  a c c u r a t e ,  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  i n  some o f  t h e  c i t i e s .  The c o m m is s io n  c o n ­
c l u d e d  t h a t  Los  A n g e l e s  s h o u l d ,
. . . e r a s e  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
o f  w h i t e s  a n d  N e g r o e s  i n  Los A n g e l e s  s c h o o l s  , . . r e d u c e
N egro  unem ploym en t  . . . m e e t  p e r s i s t e n t  N eg ro  c h a r g e s  o f  
p o l i c e  o p p r e s s i o n  . . . - ^
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e a d e r s  s u g g e s t e d
29Ibid.. Vol. 87 (May 13, 1966), 29.
Ibid., Vol. 87 (March 4, 1966), 31.
31I b i d Vol. 86 (December 17, 1965), 21.
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t h a t  G o v e r n o r  B r o w n ' s  c o m m is s io n  had  " s k i r t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  and  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  d u c k e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d i s c r i m ­
i n a t i o n  i n  h o u s i n g . 1,32
Now t h a t  some o f  t h e  u r b a n  p r o b l e m s  h ave  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  a n  
a t t e m p t  w i l l  be  made t o  d e f i n e  a few o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e s  o f  
p r e s e n t  e v i l s .  C i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  p r o b a b l y  w ere  c a u s e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  by two 
f a c t o r s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  and  r a c i a l  
p r e j u d i c e .
B e f o r e  g e t t i n g  a t  t h e  i n h e r e n t  c a u s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  be
shown t h a t  c i t i e s  h ave  e x p e r i e n c e d  t r e m e n d o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  T i m e .
on  M arch  4 ,  1 9 6 6 ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,
. . . i n  1790 t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  c e n s u s  showed t h a t  95% o f  
A m e r i c a n s  l i v e d  on f a r m s  o r  i n  h a m l e t s .  Then t h e  e r u p t i o n  
b e g a n :  f rom  1800 t o  1900 ,  New Y o r k ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d
f rom  7 9 ,2 1 6  t o  3 , 4 3 7 , 2 0 2 ,  San  F r a n c i s c o  lumped f rom  z e r o  t o  
3 4 2 , 7 8 2 ,  C h ic a g o  f ro m  z e r o  t o  1 , 6 9 8 , 5 7 5 . 3 3
I n  t h a t  same i s s u e ,  Time a d d e d  t h a t  "67% o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s
jammed i n t o  97. o f  i t s  a c r e a g e .  I n  a l l ,  130 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  i n h a b i t  t h e
224 U . S .  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  m e t r o p o l i t a n , "
o r  h a v i n g  " 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  p l u s  t h a t  o f  i t s  a d j a c e n t  s u b u r b s . " 34
Why h a s  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  c a u s e d  p r o b l e m s ?  Time s u g g e s t e d  
two r e a s o n s ,  b o t h  t i e d  t o  i n a d e q u a t e  p l a n n i n g .  F i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  A m e r ic a n  
c i t i e s  " s p r a n g  f u l l - b l o w n  f ro m  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ;  t h e r e  was no  p l a n n e d
32Ibid.
33Ibid.. Vol. 87 (March 4, 1966), 30.
34Ibid.. 29.
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b a s e  f o r  r a t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n  . . . " 33 S e c o n d ,  " t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  c i t y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  l a r g e l y  f ro m  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  vacuum .  The m e t r o p ­
o l i s  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  a t  t h e  m e rc y  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l i c i e s - -  
and  p o l i t i c i a n s .  Too o f t e n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  s l o p  h o p e l e s s l y  a c r o s s  c i t y  
a n d  s u b u r b a n  b o u n d r i e s  . . . " 3 6
B e s i d e s  p o o r  p l a n n i n g ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a s e c o n d  b a s i c  c a u s e ,  
r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e .  B e c a u s e  p r e j u d i c e  i s  i n t a n g i b l e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
d e f i n e  and  i s o l a t e  a s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a p r o b l e m ;  y e t  i t  h a s  p r o d u c e d  p r o b ­
lems f o r  t h e  c i t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  Negro  o f t e n  i s  n o t  welcome 
i n  s u b u r b i a ,  he u s u a l l y  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  p o o r  s e c t i o n s  o r  s l u m s .  T h i s  
m e a n s ,  a s  R o b e r t  C l i f t o n  W e a v e r ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H o u s in g  and  
U rb an  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  p u t  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  Negro  (and  p o o r  w h i t e )  w i l l  have  
" i n a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  and  i n f e r i o r  s c h o o l s . 1,37 And,  a s  a l r e a d y  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  Los A n g e l e s  a r e a ,  i n a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e s  and u n e q u a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  c a n  l e a d  t o  r i o t s  and  d e s t r u c t i o n .
W h i l e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c o v e r  w h e re  t h e  c y c l e  ( a n d  c a u s e )  
b e g i n s ,  Time q u o t e d  two s o u r c e s ,  b o t h  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a ­
t i o n  was one  c a u s e  o f  u r b a n  p r o b l e m s :
Says  E c o n o m is t  M i l e s  C o l e a n :  "We c a n ' t  g e t  a r o u n d  t h e  s a d
f a c t  t h a t  m i d d l e - c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  who d epend  
on p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  h a v e  n o t  made up t h e i r  m in d s  t h a t  t h e y  can  
l i v e  w i t h  N e g r o e s . "  [ R o b e r t  C . ]  Weaver  a d d s  p o i n t e d l y :  "We
n e e d  a n  o pen  s u b u r b i a - - n o t  J u s t  a n  u p p e r -  and  m i d d l e - i n c o m e - 
c l a s s  s u b u r b i a . " 3®





A l t h o u g h  p o o r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  h ave  b e e n  m a j o r  
s o u r c e s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e r e  h ave  b e e n  many a d d i t i o n a l  c a u s e s  o f  c i t y  
p r o b l e m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  Time t o l d  one r e a s o n  why h o u s i n g  p r o b le m s  c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t  i n  New York :
A r c h a i c  t a x i n g  m e th o d s  a c t u a l l y  d i s c o u r a g e  s l u m l o r d s  f rom 
i m p r o v i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  w ou ld  t h e n  be 
a s s e s s e d  a t  a h i g h e r  r a t e . 39
A l s o ,  Time p o i n t e d  o u t  a much more  b a s i c  c a u s e  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s :
P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  t h e  n e e d i e s t  who a r e  h e l p e d  l e a s t  by 
t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o o r  r e a p  no 
b e n e f i t s  from s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  unem ployment i n s u r a n c e ,  o r  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  u n i o n i z e .  . . . P u b l i c  h o u s i n g  h a s  b r o u g h t  
t h e  p o o r  more  e v i c t i o n  n o t i c e s  t h a n  new a p a r t m e n t s ,  and 
s lu m  d w e l l e r s  s c o r n f u l l y  r e f e r  t o  u r b a n  r e n e w a l  a s  " u r b a n
r e m o v a l .
What s o l u t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  a l l e v i a t e  u r b a n  p r o b le m s ?  
S i n c e  M c G i l l  hoped  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  e v i l s  
p r o d u c e d  by s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  p ro g ra m s  i n  
e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h .
The f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o b a b l y  was  d o i n g  m os t  t o  a s s i s t  u r b a n  
c e n t e r s .  U n t i l  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  had b e e n  
t o  t r e a t  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  c a u s e s .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  1965 ,  a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  Los A n g e l e s '  W a t t s  
s e c t i o n ,  " P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  Los A n g e l e s  a  ' t a s k  f o r c e *
. . . t o  i n a u g u r a t e  a  c r a s h  p ro g r a m  o f  f e d e r a l  h e l p  f o r  t h e  4 5 - s q .  m i . ,  
r i o t - t o r n  a r e a . " 4 *
39Ibid. 40Ibid.. Vol. 87 (May 13, 1966), 26.
43Ibid.. Vol. 86 (September 3, 1965), 21.
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W i t h i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  h a s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  more a w a r e n e s s  and  c o n c e r n  f o r  u r b a n  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  
i s  e v i d e n c e d  by a  n e w ly  c r e a t e d  C a b i n e t  p o s t ,  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H o u s ­
i n g  a n d  U rban  D eve lopm en t  (HUD). Time sum m a r ized  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  ac c o m ­
p l i s h m e n t s  made by  t h e  E i g h t y - n i n t h  C o n g r e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  u r b a n  
a f  f  a i  r  s :
A $ 7 . 8  b i l l i o n  h o u s i n g  p ro g ra m  a im s  t o  m e e t  s u c h  v a r i e d  
n e e d s  a s  u r b a n  r e n e w a l ,  campus d w e l l i n g s  f o r  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  6 0 , 0 0 0  more  p u b l i c - h o u s i n g  u n i t s .  C o n g r e s s  
w en t  f u r t h e r  and  c r e a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  new C a b i n e t  p o s t  i n  
t w e l v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H o u s i n g  and  U rb a n  D e v e l o p ­
m e n t ,  w h ic h  a m a l g a m a t e s  a b a t c h  o f  e x i s t i n g  b u r e a u s  w i t h i n  a 
s i n g l e  a g e n c y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  c i t i e s ,  w h e re  
70% o f  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  now l i v e .
The O f f i c e  o f  Economic  O p p o r t u n i t y  ( 0 E 0 ) ,  d i r e c t e d  by  R.  S a r g e n t  
S h r i v e r , a l s o  s p o n s o r e d  num erous  p r o g r a m s ,  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p e r s o n s  
o c c u p y i n g  t h e  l a r g e  u r b a n  a r e a s .  F o u r  o f  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
J o b  C o r p s ,  N e ig h b o r h o o d  Youth  C o r p s ,  V i s t a ,  Head S t a r t  ( m e n t i o n e d  by 
M c G i l l ) ,  and  Community A c t i o n .
The J o b s  C o rp s  was  " s e t  up t o  p r o v i d e  r e m e d i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  
j o b  t r a i n i n g  f o r  u n e m p lo y e d ,  o u t - o f - s c h o o l  y o u t h s  f rom  16 t o  21 . . . "
As o f  May 13,  1966 ,  i t  had  " 2 5 , 6 0 9  t r a i n e e s  ( a b o u t  507» N e g ro )  a t  100 
c e n t e r s . "  The N e i g h b o r h o o d  You th  C o r p s . u n l i k e  t h e  J o b  C o r p s ,  w h ic h  
i s  " c u r a t i v e , "  i s  " p r e v e n t i v e . "  I t  i s  " d e s i g n e d  t o  o c c u p y  n e e d y  t e e n ­
a g e r s  b e f o r e  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e y  d r o p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  w i t h  $ 1 . 2 5 - a n - h o u r  
j o b s  i n  l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  p a r k s  and  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  "By t h e  end  o f
42Ibid., Vol. 86 (October 29, 1965),22
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J u n e  [ 1 9 6 6 ] ,  i t  w i l l  h a v e  em p loyed  6 0 3 , 0 0 0  b o y s  and  g i r l s  . .
Head S t a r t  was  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  and  h a s  " p r o v e d  t h e  
p o v e r t y  p r o g r a m ' s  b e s t  s u c c e s s . "  T h e r e  w e r e  " 5 6 0 , 0 0 0  p u p i l s  i n  2 , 4 0 0  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s e s  f o r  two m o n t h s , "  i n  1965 .  Community 
A c t i o n  "was t o  r u n  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  ' w i t h  maximum f e a s i b l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  a r e a s  and  members o f  t h e  g r o u p s  s e r v e d . ' "  " I t s  
f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n c e p t  . . .  i s  t h a t  t h e  p o o r  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  h e l p  th e m ­
s e l v e s  o n l y  by  m o b i l i z i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h . " 4 ^
I n  summary, u r b a n i z a t i o n  b r o u g h t  i n c r e a s i n g  p rob lem s  i n  h o u s ­
i n g ,  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  employment,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and many o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  
s o c i e t y .  Because  o f  a  g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  p l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  
f e d e r a l  governm ent  d e v e lo p e d  a  c r a s h  program t o  a s s i s t  t h e  "G re a t  
S o c i e t y , "  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  l a r g e  c i t i e s .
E d u c a t i o n . M c G i l l  n o t  o n l y  m e n t i o n e d  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n ,  and  c i t y  l i f e ,  he a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  a t o p i c  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  
t o  t h e  NEA, e d u c a t i o n .  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n ,  one  m us t  c o n s i d e r  two f a c t o r s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
number  o f  s t u d e n t s  and  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  I n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a u s e d  e d u c a t o r s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a p p r e h e n s i o n .  "By A.D. 
2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  U .S .  P o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  r i s e n  t o  a b o u t  330 m i l l i o n ,  and  
n i n e  o u t  o f  t e n  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  be l i v i n g  i n  s u p e r c i t i e s  o r  t h e i r  
s u b u r b s . " 44 Qn J a n u a r y  7 ,  1 9 6 6 ,  T im e ,  sum m a r ized  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f
43I b i d . . Vol. 87 (May 13, 19 6 6 ) ,  2 7 - 2 8 .
44Ibid., Vol. 87 (February 25, 1966), 28.
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p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  on c o l l e g e s :
The c o l l e g e  c r u s h  c o n t i n u e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U .S .  O f f i c e  
o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  5 , 9 6 7 , 4 1 1  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h i s  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,  a n  
i n c r e a s e  o f  1 2 . 2 "  o v e r  1964 t o t a l s .  F re s h m a n  e n r o l l m e n t  
l a s t  f a l l  was  up  18%, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  45% o f  1 9 6 5 ' s  
g r a d u a t i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  c o n t i n u e d  on t o  c o l l e g e . * ^
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  made;
The n a t i o n  s t i l l  u r g e n t l y  n e e d s  more  t e a c h e r s  and  c l a s s r o o m s ,  
b u t  much h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d o n e .  T e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s  r o s e  45% 
f rom  1950 t o  1960 ,  w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n c r e a s e  f o r  a l l  j o b s  
was 29%; t h e  p u p i 1 - t e a c h e r  r a t i o  d e c l i n e d  f ro m  2 7 . 1  i n  1954 
t o  2 5 . 7  i n  1960;  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  s h o r t a g e  e a s e d  e v e n  a s  e n r o l l ­
m en t  r o s e .  As f o r  t h e  d r o p o u t  p r o b l e m ,  o n l y  53% o f  A m e r ic a n s  
i n  t h e  2 5 - t o - 2 9  a g e  b r a c k e t  had  c o m p l e t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  
1950;  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  f i g u r e  was 6 9 %.^6
The f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  h a s  t a k e n  a  more  a c t i v e  r o l e
i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  and  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  Time r e p o r t e d
t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  E i g h t y - n i n t h  C o n g r e s s ,  1965:
The C o n g r e s s  made h i s t o r y  w i t h  i t s  e d u c a t i o n  b i l l s .  One a c t  
a l l o w s  p u b l i c - s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e t a i l e d  d i r e c t i v e s  a s  
t o  how t h e  money m us t  be  s p e n t .  Most  o f  t h e  $ 1 . 3  b i l l i o n  
a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  w i l l  go t o  
d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  3% o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  f rom  f a m i l i e s  
m a k in g  u n d e r  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a y e a r - - a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
90% o f  a l l  U . S .  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  . . .  A $ 2 . 3  b i l l i o n  
h i g h e r - e d u c a t i o n  b i l l  . . . a l l o w s  $70 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  G o v e r n m e n t - f i n a n c e d  c o l l e g e  s c h o l a r s h i p s  (up 
t o  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r  p e r  s t u d e n t ) ,  o f f e r s  $460 m i l l i o n  i n  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  g r a n t s  t o  c o l l e g e s ,  s e t s  up f u n d s  t o  f i n a n c e  p r o ­
grams a im ed  a t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  d e v e l o p i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  s m a l l  S o u t h e r n  N egro  c o l l e g e s ) ,  u n d e r - w r i t e s
4 5 I b i d . . V o l .  87 ( J a n u a r y  7,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  6 0 .  
46 Ibid., Vol. 86 (October 8, 1965), 29.
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i n t e r e s t  on l o a n s  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  f rom f a m i l i e s  m a k ing  
u n d e r  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  a y e a r . 47
I n  summary,  e d u c a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  and  
more  I n t e r e s t  i n  o b t a i n i n g  d e g r e e s ,  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n c r e a s e d  n e e d  
f o r  f u n d s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  h a s  
b e e n  a g e n e r a l  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
p r o b a b l y  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  s u p p o r t  
f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  A l s o ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  
s u p p o r t  o f  s t u d e n t s  and  s c h o o l s .
H i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e n ,  h a s  c o v e r e d  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  
f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  c i t i e s ,  and  e d u c a t i o n .  Each  h a s  some r e l e v a n c e  
t o  M c G i l l ' s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p l a n  f o r  I n c r e a s i n g  p r o b  
lems b r o u g h t  by u r b a n i z a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  one w o n d e r s  I f  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  
b o r ro w  h i s  t h e s i s  f rom T i m e 1s e s s a y  on "The F u t u r i s t s :  L o o k in g  Toward
A.D. 2 0 0 0 " :
Men i n  b u s i n e s s ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  s c i e n c e  i t s e l f  
[ s h o u l d ]  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  l o o k  a t  l e a s t  two d e c a d e s  
a h e a d  J u s t  t o  k e e p  a b r e a s t ,  m u s t  l e a r n  t o  s u r v i v e  u n d e r  
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .
Im m e d ia t e  O c c a s i o n
R a l p h  M c G i l l  spoke  d u r i n g  t h e  one h u n d r e d  and  f o u r t h  a n n u a l  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s s e m b l e d  f rom J u n e  26 
t o  J u l y  1,  1966 ,  a t  Miami B e a c h ,  F l o r i d a .  To a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n
47Ibid.. Vol 86 (October 29, 1965), 22.
48Ibid.. Vol. 87 (February 25, 1966), 28.
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M c G i l l  f a c e d ,  one s h o u l d  s t u d y  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  w e re  on  t h e  m in d s  o f  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n  and  
e v e n t s  w h ic h  t o o k  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s p e a k i n g  o c c a s i o n .
I s s u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA. D e l e g a t e s  m e e t i n g  i n  Miami u s e d  d i s c u s ­
s i o n ,  d e b a t e ,  and o r a t o r y  t o  d e c i d e  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  s u c h  s u b j e c t s  
a s  r a c i a l  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  R a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m os t  p u b l i c ­
i t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  w e re  a d v o c a t e d  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  w eek ,  when
a n  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a j o r i t y  o f  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a ­
t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  Miami Beach  c o n v e n t i o n  Monday moved t o  
b l a c k b a l l  r a c i a l l y - d i v i d e d  s t a t e  and  l o c a l  a f f i l i a t e s  by n e x t  
J u n e  1.  O f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  8 0 0 , 0 0 0 -member D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  C la s s r o o m  T e a c h e r s ,  who w i e l d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  
v o t e s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  v o t e d  t h a t  no  NEA a f f i l i a ­
t i o n s  w i l l  be c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  . .
Such  o p i n i o n s  w ere  r e f l e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w eek ,  u n t i l  F r i d a y ,  when
"more t h a n  6 , 0 0 0  d e l e g a t e s "  p a s s e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e s o l u t i o n :
S t a t e  a f f i l i a t e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h ic h  
a r e  s t i l l  d i v i d e d  on r a c i a l  l i n e s  w ere  w a rn e d  F r i d a y  t o  
i n t e g r a t e  by n e x t  J u n e  o r  f a c e  e x p u l s i o n  f rom  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
l a r g e s t  e d u c a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n . - * ®
To f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t e  i s s u e s  w h ic h  w ere  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA, a 
l i s t  o f  s e v e r a l  s p e a k e r s  and  t h e i r  t o p i c s  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  h e r e .
N o t i c e  how d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  and  f i n a n c i a l  a i d :
^The Miami Hera Id. June 28, 1966, cols. 7-8, p. 2A.
50Ibid.. July 2, 1966, cols. 1-2, p. 13A.
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1.  T u e s d a y ,  J u n e  2 8 ,  1966:  R i c h a r d  D. B a t c h e l d e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f
NEA, " a s k e d  f o r  a n  end  o f  d i v i s i o n s  b e t w e e n  N egro  and
w h i t e  e d u c a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b e t w e e n  t e a c h e r s  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and  b e t w e e n  NEA members and  members o f  
t h e  A m e r ic a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  (AFL-CIO)
2 .  W ednesday ;  James  H. W i l l i a m s ,  NEA's S o u t h e a s t  r e g i o n a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t o l d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Comm iss ion  on 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  t h a t  o n l y  a few s o u t h e r n  
s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  " se em  w i l l i n g  t o  e n g a g e  i n  
f u l l  and  m e a n i n g f u l  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  d e s e g r e ­
g a t i o n .  "52
3 .  W ednesday :  I n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  NEA’ s C om m it tee  on
E d u c a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e ,  c h a i r m a n  B u r l e y  B e c h d o l t  s t a t e d
t h a t ,  " t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  ch a n g e  i n  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  J u s t  e n d e d  was t h e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  I n  
f e d e r a l  a i d  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n . " *
4 .  T h u r s d a y :  D av id  S e e l e y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U. S .  O f f i c e  o f
E d u c a t i o n ' s  E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  D i v i s i o n  " t o l d  200  
d e l e g a t e s "  t h a t  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  "w e re  t o o
' t i m i d '  and  t o o  c l o s e l y  ' a t t a c h e d *  t o  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a s su m e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l e a d e r s h i p "  f o r  
" d e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c l a s s r o o m s . " 5 4
5 .  T h u r s d a y :  Eugene  M e t h v i n ,  s t a f f  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  R e a d e r s
D i g e s t . s t a t e d  t h a t  l e f t - w i n g  a n d  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t s  
" e m p lo y  t h e  same t e c h n i q u e s - - 1 t o t a l i t a r i a n  p r o p a g a n d a ,  
m a ss  m a n i p u l a t i o n ,  p l a n n e d  v i o l e n c e  and s o c i a l  d e m o l i ­
t i o n '  - - t o  a t t a c k  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  p a r l i a ­
m e n t a r y  due  p r o c e s s . " 33
6 .  T h u r s d a y  n i g h t ;  R a l p h  M c G i l l
7 .  F r i d a y :  U. S .  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  L aw rence  O ' B r i e n  s a i d  t h a t
" a  new r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  ad d e d  t o  t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s - -  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  a good e d u c a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d
5 1 I b i d . . J u n e  2 9 ,  1966 ,  c o l s .  1 - 5 ,  p .  11A.
~*̂ I b i d . . J u n e  30 ,  1966 ,  c o l s .  2 - 5 ,  p .  1.
53 I b i d . , c o l s .  7 - 8 ,  p .  2B.
3 ^The New York T i m e s . J u l y  1 ,  1966 ,  c o l .  1,  p .  19C.
33Miami H e r a l d . J u l y  1 ,  1966 ,  c o l s .  1 - 6 ,  p .  29A.
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r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o r  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .
I n  summary, t h e  NEA d e l e g a t e s  were p r i m a r i l y  c o n ce rn ed  w i t h  
c i v i l  r i g h t s  and f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  However,  th e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  f r e e  s c h o o l i n g  
f o r  f o u r - y e a r - o l d s ,  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r s  o f  h ig h  
s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g .
I m m e d ia t e  s p e a k i n g  s i t u a t i o n , M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  came d u r i n g  t h e  
t h i r d  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  on J u l y  3 0 ,  1966 ,  a t  Miami Beach  C o n v e n t i o n  
H a l l .  T h e r e  w e re  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  
s p o k e  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  had  some e f f e c t  upon  h i s  a d d r e s s .  A l s o ,  t h e  p h y s i ­
c a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  p r o b a b l y  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  way M c G i l l  had 
t o  s p e a k .  O r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  and  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  t h e n ,  a r e  a n a l y z e d  
h e r e .  T h i s  w r i t e r  s a t  a t  a  p r e s s  t a b l e  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  
f e e t  f rom M c G i l l  and  s i t u a t e d  s o  a s  t o  v ie w  b o t h  t h e  s p e a k e r  and  t h e  
a u d i e n c e .  From t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  a  r e c o r d  was  k e p t  o f  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t o o k  
p l a c e  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g , a n d  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n .
P e o p l e  b e g a n  a r r i v i n g  a t  7 : 0 0  P . M . ,  a n d  a t  7 : 5 0 ;  when t h e  g r e a t  
a u d i t o r i u m  was  a b o u t  o n e - f i f t h  f u l l ,  a n  o r g a n i s t  p l a y e d  p a r a d e - l i k e  
m u s i c  w h i c h  r e a c h e d  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  h a l l  by means  o f  l o u d  s p e a k e r s .  
At 8 : 0 6 ,  M c G i l l ,  R i c h a r d  D. B a t c h e l d e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  NEA, and  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  w e re  g r e e t e d  by warm a p p l a u s e  a s  t h e y  e n t e r e d  f ro m  t h e  w ing  
a t  s t a g e - l e f t .  The m a rc h  m u s i c ,  o b v i o u s  r a p p o r t  among e d u c a t o r s ,  and  
t h e  B i l l y  G r a h a m - p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r  c a u s e d  a  s u r p r i s ­
i n g  s e n s e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t .
36Ibid.. July 2, 1966, cols. 1, p. 13A.
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From 8 : 1 0  t o  8 : 4 2 ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  was e n t e r t a i n e d  by g r a d e -  
s c h o o l e r ,  Lynn C h an g ,  a t a l e n t e d  young  v i o l i n i s t .  A f t e r  B a t c h e l d e r  
h a d  b e g u n  i n f o r m a l l y  by  r e c o g n i z i n g  how " h an d s o m e"  and  " l o v e l y ” t h e  
p e r s o n s  s i t t i n g  on  s t a g e  w e r e ,  he g a v e  a  h a r d - t o - l i v e - u p - t o  i n t r o d u c ­
t i o n  o f  t i n y  Mr.  C h an g .  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  y o u t h ,  s h o r t  h e i g h t ,  and  
o b v i o u s  t a l e n t ,  Chang won t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t o r s .  
P l a y i n g  w orks  by K r e i s l e r ,  B e e t h o v e n ,  and  M e n d e l s s o h n ,  he s t i m u l a t e d  
s t a n d i n g  a p p l a u s e  w i t h  e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e .  At 8 : 3 9 ,  a f t e r  Chang had  
b e e n  c a l l e d  b a c k  f o r  a  f i n a l  n u m b e r ,  he t o o k  h i s  s e a t  on s t a g e ,  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  l e f t  i n  a  r e s p o n s i v e  and  f r i e n d l y  mood.  L a t e r ,  when t h e  
commander o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  and  r e f e r r e d  
b a c k  t o  Chang ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  b u r s t  i n t o  a p p l a u s e .  A l s o ,  when Lynn 
C h a n g ' s  f a t h e r ,  a p h y s i c i a n ,  was  i n t r o d u c e d ,  he  r e c e i v e d  a p p l a u s e .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  a n  im prom ptu  e v e n t  t o o k  p l a c e ,  
w h ic h  f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  A 
g e n t l e m a n  f rom  F l o r i d a  I n t e r r u p t e d  P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r  and  p r e s e n t e d  
him w i t h  a r a t h e r  g a u d y  c o a t  o f  many c o l o r s ,  nam ing  him a n  " h o n o r a r y  
S e m i n o l e . "  T h i s  was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b e c a u s e  B a t c h e l d e r  t h e n  removed h i s  
w h i t e  d i n n e r  j a c k e t  and  donned  t h e  c o l o r f u l  c o a t .  The a u d i e n c e  r e a c t e d  
w i t h  f r i e n d l y  a p p l a u s e  a n d  l a u g h t e r ,  c e m e n t i n g  t h e  r a p p o r t  among many 
p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t .
From 8 : 4 2  t o  9 : 0 1 ,  L.  E l d o n  J a m e s ,  commander o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
L e g i o n  b r o u g h t  " g r e e t i n g s "  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  A f t e r  t e l l i n g  h i s  a u d i ­
e n c e  t h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  i n  w r i t i n g  n o t  t o  t a l k  o v e r  f i v e  
m i n u t e s ,  he p r o c e e d e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a  n i n e t e e n  m i n u t e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n - l i k e
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o r a t i o n ,  w h ic h  p r o v e d  t o  be  b o r i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h i s  l i s t e n e r .  U s in g  
a  p a s s a g e  f rom  R o b e r t  F r o s t  ( w h ic h  M c G i l l  wou ld  l a t e r  r e a c t  t o ) ,  he 
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  A m e r ic a n  L e g i o n  and  t h e  NEA had  w orked  
t o g e t h e r  a s  a l l  good g r o u p s  s h o u l d .  H is  s p e e c h ,  w h i c h  was  t o o  l o n g ,  
p r o b a b l y  was  t h e  o n l y  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  e v e n t  p r i o r  t o  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n ,  
a s  commander Jam es  was  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  A m e r ic a n  L e g i o n  
t h a n  g r e e t i n g  h i s  g u e s t s .
B e tw ee n  9 :0 1  a n d  9 : 0 7 ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e v e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e ,  a l l  
h e l p i n g  t o  wake t h e  a u d i e n c e  f ro m  t h e  d e a d l y  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  o r a t i o n .  
T i t l e s  o f  p e r s o n s  ( s t a t e  o f f i c e r s )  s i t t i n g  on s t a g e  w ere  m e n t i o n e d ,  
and  P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r  a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  f rom  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  l e t  h i s  
" t r o o p s "  ( c h i l d r e n )  g o  home. A f t e r  t h e y  had  w a lk e d  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  s t a g e ,  and  M rs .  B a t c h e l d e r  had  f i n a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  c h a i r ,  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  a p p l a u d e d  t h a t  s c e n e ,  a g a i n  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  f a m i l y - l i k e  
r a p p o r t  among t h e  e d u c a t o r s .
W i th  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g o n e ,  B a t c h e l d e r  t u r n e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  
t a s k  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  M c G i l l .  H i s  now s e r i o u s  a t t i t u d e  r e m i n d e d  one o f  
a  t e a c h e r  who was s a y i n g  w i t h  h i s  v o i c e  a n d  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  
p l a y  p e r i o d  was o v e r ;  t h e  s e r i o u s  and  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  o u r  p ro g ra m  
h a s  a r r i v e d .  W i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o i s e  a n d  s p e a k i n g  a b i l i t y ,  B a t c h e l d e r  
d rew  f ro m  E m e r s o n ' s  " A m e r i c a n  S c h o l a r , "  m e n t i o n i n g  E m e r so n ,  b u t  n o t  
h i s  s p e e c h .  B a t c h e l d e r  g a v e  a  v e r y  b r i e f  b u t  i m p r e s s i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
when he  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s :
Em erson  s a i d  a  s c h o l a r  i s  a  Man T h i n k i n g .  T h a t  c e r t a i n l y
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  man we h a v e  w i t h  u s  t o n i g h t . But  we s h o u l d
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a d d ,  t h a t  he a l s o  I s  a man a c t i n g  and a  model f o r  a l l  p e r ­
sons  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  r e p o r t i n g  t o  f o l l o w .  Dr.  Ralph  
M c G i l l .
I t  was p r o b a b l y  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  h a d  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  
t o  s i t  f o r  more t h a n  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d .  Had t h e  
g r e e t i n g s  o r a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  s h o r t e r  t h e  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  would  
h a v e  b e e n  l e s s  t i r e d .  As i t  w e r e ,  d e l e g a t e s  who had b e e n  i n  s e s s i o n s  
a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  now f a c e d  a t h i r t y  m i n u t e  l e c t u r e ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  
9 : 0 7  P.M. M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  f a c e d  a w e a r y  and d i f f i c u l t - t o - s t i m u l a t e  
a u d i e n c e .  H owever ,  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  m u s i c ,  P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r ,  
and  g e n e r a l  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  w e re  p r o b a b l y  i n  M c G i l l ’ s f a v o r .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  was 
a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s p e a k i n g  o c c a s i o n .  P h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  
w i l l  be t r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  h e a d i n g s ,  l o b b y ,  a u d i t o r i u m ,  and  
s t a g e .  (S e e  F i g u r e  3 . )
When M c G i l l ' s  a u d i t o r s  a r r i v e d  t h e  n i g h t  o f  J u n e  3 0 ,  t h e y  
e s c a p e d  f ro m  t h e  r a i n  b y  e n t e r i n g  t h e  l o b b y ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  
t h e  a u d i t o r i u m .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h i s  s e t t i n g  had  was  
t o  r e m in d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  i s s u e s  and  a c t i v i t i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  lo b b y  one saw h i g h  ab o v e  t h e  f l o o r  a  huge  p r i n t e d  
s i g n  w i t h  t h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  Cam paign  p o s t e r s  w ere  t a p e d  t o  
t h e  g l a s s  e n t r a n c e s ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  " A l o n s o  f o r  NEA P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t , "  and  
"The lm a D a v i s  f o r  NEA E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e . "  The c o n v e n t i o n  p h o t o g ­
r a p h e r ,  who was c o n t r a c t e d  by t h i s  w r i t e r  p r i o r  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  t o  
t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  s a t  among h i s  c a n d i d  p i c t u r e s  e n c o u r a g i n g  
p r o s p e c t s  t o  o r d e r  " n o w ."  A l s o  t h e  l o b b y  h o u s e d  s e v e r a l  t a b l e s  c o v e r e d
n r  i . i . i . i t i . i i i i i ; i ' ffTTTTTTT
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w i t h  b r o c h u r e s  o f  e v e r y  c o l o r  and  th e m e .
L e a v i n g  t h e  l o b b y ,  e d u c a t o r s  moved t h r o u g h  two l a r g e  d o o r s  t o  
t h e  a u d i t o r i u m .  By a c t u a l  p a c e ,  t h e  h a l l  was more  t h a n  two h u n d r e d  
f e e t  l o n g ,  a n d  one h u n d r e d  f i f t y  f e e t  w i d e .  F i g u r e  4 ,  t a k e n  d u r i n g  
one o f  t h e  NEA's m e e t i n g s ,  shows v i v i d l y  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  M c G i l l ' s  
s p e e c h .  M c G i l l  a d d r e s s e d  a n  a u d i e n c e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one p i c t u r e d  
h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  l a r g e  f r o n t - c e n t e r  a r e a  was  f i l l e d  and  t h e r e  w e re  some 
e m p ty  s e a t s  a r o u n d  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e s .
What w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  a u d i t o r i u m ?  L i g h t  
brown d r a p e r i e s  hung  f rom  n e a r  t h e  c e l l i n g  t o  t h e  f l o o r ,  s e r v i n g  a s  
w a l l s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  ( b e h i n d  t h e  s t a g e )  a n d  s i d e s .  Numerous l i g h t  f i x ­
t u r e s  hung  f rom  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  a s  i f  i n  a  l a r g e r  h a n g e r ,  p r o v i d i n g  a d e ­
q u a t e  l i g h t i n g .  The t e m p e r a t u r e  was welcome r e l i e f  f rom t h e  r a i n y  
Miami w e a t h e r .  F o l d i n g  s e a t s  w e re  n o t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  and  w ere  a r r a n g e d  
c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  p r o b a b l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  u n i f i e d  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  
a u d i e n c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s l o p i n g  f l o o r s ,  m os t  p e r s o n s  p r o b a b l y  had  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r  l i n e  o f  s i g h t  t o  M c G i l l ,  b u t  p e o p l e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
e x t r e m e  r e a r  w ou ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  by M c G i l l ' s  f a c i a l  e x p r e s ­
s i o n s .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  w e re  s e a t s  s i t u a t e d  a t  a n i n e t y  d e g r e e  a n g l e  t o  
M c G i l l ' s  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  e n a b l e  p e r s o n s  t o  s e e .  
(S ee  F i g u r e s  3 and  4 ) .
One f a c t o r  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e a t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  had  p a r t i c u l a r  
i m p o r t a n c e .  B e c a u s e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  h a d  f o c u s e d  l a r g e l y  upon  d e s e g r e ­
g a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was  t e n s i o n  among some p e r s o n s  s i t t i n g  n e a r  s t a t e  m a r k e r s .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  a c t u a l l y  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  N eg ro  d e l e g a t e s  who
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came f rom  a Deep S o u th  s t a t e  s a y ,  " t h e r e  i s  t h e  s e c t i o n  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
o u r  s t a t e . "  Though one N egro  woman t h o u g h t  t h e y  s h o u l d  go  w h e re  t h e  
NEA p l a n n e d  f o r  them t o  s i t ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  N e g r o e s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  won 
o u t  when t h e y  s t a t e d  t h e y  w ou ld  be more  welcome i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  h a l l .  S i n c e  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  o n l y  m i n u t e s  p r i o r  t o  M c G i l l ’s  s p e e c h ,  
i t  c a n  be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  p l u s  t h e  s e a t i n g  
a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c e r t a i n l y  c a u s e d  t e n s i o n  among some o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  had  many o b s t a c l e s  t o  o v e rc o m e ,  a t  l e a s t  
w i t h  a m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  e d u c a t o r s .
B e s i d e s  t h e  l o b b y  and  a u d i t o r i u m ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  a l s o  i n ­
c l u d e d  t h e  s t a g e .  F i g u r e  4 p i c t u r e s  how t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s y m b o l ,  a b o u t  
e i g h t  by  t e n  f e e t ,  hung b e f o r e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s ,  and  t h e  th e m e ,  " F r e e  t o  
T e a c h , "  was h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  s t a g e ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r .
O t h e r  s y m b o ls  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  mood,  t h e  NEA f l a g ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
s t a g e - l e f t ,  and  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f l a g  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  D e c o r a t i v e  c o l u m n s ,  
a n  a r t i f i c i a l  f o u n t a i n ,  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  g r e e n e r y  a d d e d  c o l o r  t o  t h e  s t a g e .  
The p i a n o  u s e d  t o  accom pany  young  Lynn Chang was a t  f r o n t  s t a g e - l e f t ,  
and  Chang s t o o d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p i a n o  and  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  s t a g e .
The s t a g e  was  l a r g e ,  a b o u t  s i x t y  f e e t  f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t  a n d  
t h i r t y  f e e t  d e e p .  A few rows  o f  c h a i r s  f o r  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  r a n  a l m o s t  
t h e  e n t i r e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s t a g e .  M c G i l l  s t o o d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s t a g e ,  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  He spoke  f rom  b e h i n d  a l a r g e  r o s t r u m ,  a b o u t  t h i r t y -  
s i x  i n c h e s  f ro m  h i s  l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  i n c h e s  d e e p  and  f i f t y -  
t h r e e  i n c h e s  h i g h .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  much o f  h i s  body was  c o n c e a l e d  f rom 
t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  s e a t e d  t o  h i s  f r o n t .  A l s o ,  t h e  l a r g e
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m i c r o p h o n e - h e a d  p r o b a b l y  o b s c u r e d  M c G i l l ' s  f a c e  a t  t i m e s ;  i t  m u s t  have  
b e e n  e f f e c t i v e ,  h o w e v e r , s i n c e  p e r s o n s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  a u d i ­
t o r i u m  i n f o r m e d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  h e a r  M c G i l l  e a s i l y .
The A udience
M c G i l l ' s  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b ly  had 
many b e l i e f s  and g o a l s  i n  common, y e t ,  a s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  was c e r ­
t a i n l y  no co n sen u s  c o n c e r n i n g  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .  An a n a l y s i s  i s  made h e r e  
o f  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i t o r s  t o  t r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  t o  
whom he s p o k e .
S i z e  o f  a u d i e n c e . The l a r g e  number  o f  p e r s o n s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  a f f e c t e d  h i s  d e l i v e r y .  T h i s  w r i t e r  c o u n t e d  
7 , 4 6 0  a v a i l a b l e  s e a t s .  As M c G i l l  b e g a n  s p e a k i n g ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
t h e  em p ty  s e a t s  a r o u n d  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e s  o f  t h e  h a l l ,  t h e r e  w e re  a t  
l e a s t  6 , 5 0 0  a u d i t o r s .  S i n c e  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  w e re  s e a t e d  o v e r  a n  a r e a  
a b o u t  one h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y  f e e t  by  two h u n d r e d  f e e t ,  M c G i l l ,  i n  o r d e r  
t o  b e  h e a r d ,  had  t o  r e m a i n  w i t h i n  s p e a k i n g  r a n g e  o f  h i s  m i c r o p h o n e .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  e v e n  i f  h e  c h o s e  t o  move a r o u n d ,  w h i c h  he s e ld o m  d o e s ,  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  m i c r o p h o n e  w ou ld  h a v e  r e s t r i c t e d  h im p h y s i c a l l y .
S e x . Sex may h a v e  b e e n  a n  i n d e x  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  
W h i l e  M c G i l l  s p o k e  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  men and  women, t h e  l a d l e s  p r o b a b l y  
o u tn u m b e r e d  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  t w o - t o - o n e .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  m e an t  t h a t  many o f  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w ere  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r s ,  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  
i n c r e a s e d  s a l a r i e s ,  " f r e e  t o  t e a c h "  ( them e  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ) ,  b e t t e r
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f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  I t  was  c i t e d  
e a r l i e r  how " o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  80 0 ,0 0 0 -m em b e r  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
C l a s s r o o m  T e a c h e r s "  w i e l d e d  " a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e s  a t  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n . "^7
P l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e . The many l o c a l e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  p r o b a b l y  
made a u d i e n c e  a d j u s t m e n t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t .  T h e r e  w e re  s e a t s  d e s i g ­
n a t e d  f o r  d e l e g a t e s  f rom m os t  s t a t e s ,  p e r s o n s  f rom  " o v e r s e a s , "  P u e r t o  
R i c o ,  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. O t h e r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  w e re  made f o r  " n o n ­
d e l e g a t e s , "  " e x - o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s , "  " s p e c i a l  g u e s t s , "  and  r e g u l a r  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  NEA; r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e s e  I n s t a n c e s  w e re  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  m i x t u r e  o f  s t a t e s ,  r e g i o n s ,  and  c o u n t r i e s ,
M c G i l l  had  t o  e i t h e r  u s e  a p p e a l s  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  n a t u r e  o r  t a k e  a 
c h a n c e  on o f f e n d i n g  some d e l e g a t e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
d e l e g a t e s ,  a s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  f rom  Deep S o u t h  s t a t e s  p r o b a b l y  made 
i t  I m p o s s i b l e  f o r  M c G i l l  t o  s a t i s f y  a l l  members  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  when he 
t a l k e d  a b o u t  c i v i l  r i g h t s  and  d e s e g r e g a t i o n .
I n c o m e . F i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  p r o b a b l y  was one 
o f  t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e s  a t  work  i n  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e .  P u b l i c  
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  u s u a l l y  a r e  u n h a p p y  w i t h  t h e i r  Incom e ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  s e e k  ways  t o  im p ro v e  t h e i r  e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s .  I f  
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  c o u l d  m e n t i o n  p o s s i b l e  means  o f  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h a t  g o a l ,  
he wou ld  p r o b a b l y  be w e l l  r e c e i v e d .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  s h o u l d  he be a b l e
^ Ibld. .June 28, 1966, cols, 7-8, p. 2A.
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t o  combine  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  im p ro v e m e n t  w i t h  h i s  own p u r p o s e ,  
h i s  s p e e c h  p r o b a b l y  w ou ld  be more  s u c c e s s f u l .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p l e a  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  s p i r i t  and  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e - -  
d i v o r c e d  f ro m  money--m ay  n o t  have  b e e n  w e l l  r e c e i v e d .
O c c u p a t i o n . M c G i l l ' s  e d u c a t i o n - c e n t e r e d  a u d i e n c e ,  p l u s  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  d i c t a t e d  h i s  g e n e r a l  t o p i c .  As M c G i l l  would  p r o b ­
a b l y  s a y ,  " i t  had  t o  b e  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n . "  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  c o u l d  a n t i c i ­
p a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and  e d u c a t o r s .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M c G i l l  had  am p le  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e n t  a  s p e e c h  f o r  
e d u c a t o r s  who p r o b a b l y  had  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and  g o a l s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e d u c a t o r s ,  t h e r e  w ere  p r o b a b l y  some p e r s o n s  
a t t e n d i n g  f ro m  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s .  M c G i l l  had  b e e n  i n t e r v i e w e d  on a 
Miami t e l e v i s i o n  news p r o g r a m  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  and s i n c e  t h e  
n i g h t  s e s s i o n s  w e re  o pen  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  w ere  a number 
o f  g u e s t s  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t e r  Miami c o m m un i ty .
E d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l . M c G i l l  c e r t a i n l y  mus t  h ave  known t h a t  he 
wou ld  f a c e  a  m a t u r e  a u d i e n c e ,  one w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  k e p t  i n f o r m e d  on 
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y .  The e d u c a t o r s  p r o b a b l y  a v e r a g e d  a t  l e a s t  
one c o l l e g e  d e g r e e ,  w i t h  many h a v i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .
I f  e d u c a t i o n  can  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a v a l i d  i n d e x ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  a d d r e s s e d  
a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  a u d i e n c e ,  one c a p a b l e  o f  f o l l o w i n g  c l o s e  r e a s o n i n g  and 
a p p r e c i a t i n g  sound  e v i d e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w ere  c a p a b l e  o f  
r e c o g n i z i n g  p o o r  r e a s o n i n g ,  and  u n r e l i a b l e  d a t a .
A u d ie n c e  i n t e r e s t s . As i n d i c a t e d  u n d e r  " i s s u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA,"
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t h e r e  w ere  t h r e e  t o p i c s  o f  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  and s c h o o l  d e s e g r e g a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  t r a v e l  t o  M i a m i , one w ou ld  e x p e c t  many o f  them t o  
be h i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d ,  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  a f f i l i a t e ,  and i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
S e c o n d l y ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  NEA was more c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  one s u b j e c t .  A c h e c k  o f  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  NEA f rom  1950 t o  1965 r e v e a l e d  a c o n s t a n t  
c o n c e r n  f o r  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  f e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  M c G i l l ' s  
1966 a u d i e n c e  was  no  d i f f e r e n t .  They  w e re  r i p e  f o r  a p p e a l s  t o  m o t i v e s  
o f  o w n e r s h i p  and p r o f i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  among t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e s o l u t i o n s  
p a s s e d  by t h e  NEA d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h ,  was  a n  
a p p e a l  f o r  " s u b s t a n t i a l  f e d e r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s "  and  " t e a c h e r  pay  
s t a r t i n g  a t  $ 8 , 0 0 0  a y e a r . " ^ ®
I t  i s  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t o r s '  c o n c e r n  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  income was g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e i r  t h i r d  i n t e r e s t ,  r a c i a l  d e ­
s e g r e g a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  P r o c e e d i n g s . 1950 t o  1965,  
v i v i d l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  NEA, a s  a  b o d y ,  d i d  n o t  s e r v e  a s  an  
I m p e t u s  t o  s o c i a l  r e f o r m .  O n ly  a f t e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  had  e n ­
a c t e d  l a w s ,  d i d  t h e  NEA, a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  g i v e  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  t o  
d e s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  The P r o c e e d i n g s . f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e ­
tw e e n  1950 and  1953 (and  p r o b a b l y  l o n g  b e f o r e )  r e c o r d e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  
d u r i n g  a s s e m b l i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  N egro  r i g h t s .  The 1954 Supreme C o u r t
58Ibid.. July 2, 1966, cols. 1-2, p. 13A.
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r u l i n g  c a u s e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  i n  1954 ,  t o  r e s o l v e  t h a t  t h e  NEA go  on 
r e c o r d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  " f a i r  p l a y  and good w i l l "  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  " m a t t e r  
o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
The b a s i c  m e a n in g  o f  t h i s  1954 p a l l i a t i v e  p o l i c y  r e m a in e d  u n ­
change d  u n t i l  1963.  I n  1960 ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  "commended" a n y  a g e n t  
w h ic h  would  s e e  f i t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a n y  e d u c a t o r  i n  n e e d . ^
The n e x t  y e a r ,  1961 ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  p ledged  " c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  Supreme C our t  d e c i s i o n  on p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d e s e g r e g a t i o n , "  
w hich  a p p a r e n t l y  meant t h e y  would t a k e  v e r y  l i t t l e  a c t i o n . I t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  c o n t r a s t  t h i s  g u t l e s s  o f f i c i a l  a t t i t u d e  toward  Negro 
r i g h t s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  a few d e l e g a t e s  who, d u r i n g  o f f i c i a l  a s s e m b ly ,  
o f f e r e d  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .  For ex am p le ,  i n  1957 ,  a f t e r  t h e  m e a n i n g l e s s  
" f a i r  p l a y "  r e s o l u t i o n  had s to o d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  George M. S n y d e r ,  
from C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o l d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  "we have a l l  s i n n e d  . . .  I  p r o ­
pose  t h a t  we do n o t  i g n o r e  t h i s  momentous i s s u e  by an  in n o cu o u s  r e s o ­
l u t i o n  b u t  t h a t  we r e s o l v e  a s  t e a c h e r s  t o  do som eth ing  a b o u t  i t . " ^
The o ld  r e s o l u t i o n  s t o o d .
^ P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  N i n e t y - s e c o n d  Annua 1 M e e t i n g . 1954 ,  V o l .  
9 2 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . i  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 2 4 - 1 2 5 .
^ A d d r e s s e s  and  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  N i n e t y - e i g h t h  Annua 1 
M e e t i n g . 1 9 6 0 . V o l .  9 8 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . :  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o ­
c i a t i o n ,  1 9 0 - 1 9 1 .
® -̂A d d r e s s e s  and  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  N i n e t y - n i n t h  Annua 1 M e e t i n g . 
1 9 6 1 , V o l .  99 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . :  N . E . A . ,  2 1 0 .
62° * A d d r e s s e s  and  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  N i n e t y - f i f t h  Annua 1 M e e t i n g . 
1 9 5 7 . V o l .  95 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . : N . E . A . ,  1 9 2 - 1 9 3 .
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A f t e r  d e c a d e s  o f  i n a c t i o n ,  and  n i n e  y e a r s  o f  c i r c u m v e n t i o n ,  
f i n a l l y ,  i n  1963,  t h e  NEA p a s s e d  a p r o p o s a l  w i t h  t e e t h .  T e x a s ,  o f  a l l  
s t a t e s ,  moved t o  amend t h e  same o l d  v e r b i a g e  recommended by  t h e  r e s o l u ­
t i o n s  c o m m i t t e e ,  by  a d d i n g  t h e  w o r d s ,  " e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
d e s e g r e g a t i o n  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e rs h ip  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  N E A . " ^  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  p o l i c y  was a c c e p t e d  i n  1963 ,  i t  
t o o k  u n t i l  J u l y  1,  19 6 6 ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s  ( t h e r e  was  no 
a p p a r e n t  c o n n e c t i o n ) ,  f o r  t h e  NEA t o  w a rn  s t a t e  a f f i l i a t e s  who w ere  
s t i l l  s e g r e g a t e d  " t o  i n t e g r a t e  by n e x t  J u n e  o r  f a c e  e x p u l s i o n  f ro m "  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .
M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e n ,  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  
i n c o m e ,  and d e s e g r e g a t i o n .  A u d i e n c e  a c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o b a b l y  was 
d e t e r m i n e d  l a r g e l y  by  c o n c e r n  f o r  money .  H av in g  t a s t e d  t h e  1965 s u p ­
p o r t  f rom  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w ere  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  
a c t i v a t e  human r i g h t s  p ro g ra m s  w h i c h  had  b e e n  b r e d  by  j u d i c i a l  c o u r t s  
a n d ,  now, g i v e n  l i f e  by m a s s i v e  a i d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i f  M c G i l l  p l a n n e d  
t o  c o n v i n c e  o r  a c t u a t e  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  NEA c o n v e n t i o n ,  he had 
b e t t e r  draw h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f rom t h e  p u r s e  a n d  p o c k e t .
A t t i t u d e  o f  a u d i e n c e  t o w a r d  t h e  s p e a k e r . M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  spoke  
b o t h  t o  a d m i r e r s  and  e n e m i e s .  E d u c a t o r s  g a t h e r e d  f rom a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  w e re  more l i b e r a l  t o w a r d  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  t h a n  some d e l e g a t e s  
f rom  Deep S o u t h  s t a t e s .  As a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  t h e r e  was u n r e s t  among
£ 'i
A d d r e s s e s  a n d  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  One Hundred  and  F i r s t  Annua 1 
M e e t i n g . 1 9 6 3 . V o l .  101 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . :  N . E . A . ,  4 6 3 .
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c o l o r e d  and  w h i t e  d e l e g a t e s  f rom t h e  same s t a t e ,  t h o u g h  t h i s  was n o t  
o u t w a r d l y  r e v e a l e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  many o f  t h e  a u d i t o r s  who knew o f  
M c G i l l ' s  a c t i v i t y  i n  human r i g h t s ,  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o v e d  o f  h i s  m o d e r a t e  
s t a n d ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  p r o b a b l y  d i s l i k e d  M c G i l l  and  h i s  p o l i c i e s  i n t e n s e l y .  
T h i s  i s  c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  by  s e v e r a l  Deep S o u t h  s t a t e s  
f rom 1954 t o  1965 d u r i n g  h e a t e d  d e b a t e  i n  NEA a s s e m b l i e s  o v e r  s c h o o l  
d e s e g r e g a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  on a number  o f  o c c a s i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  a s s e m ­
b l y  had p a s s e d  m i l d  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  d e l e g a t e s  f rom  s u c h  s t a t e s  a s  L o u i s i a n a  
r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  v o t e  be  r e c o r d e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c y .  
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  f a c e d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  p e r s o n s  who c o u l d  be c l a s s i ­
f i e d  a s  f r i e n d l y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s  and  g u e s t s  p r o b a b l y  o p p o s e d  him 
s t r o n g l y .  Of c o u r s e ,  some p r o b a b l y  had  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  R a l p h  M c G i l l .
A t t i t u d e  o f  a u d i e n c e  toward  th e  sp e e c h  t o p i c . Because  no t o p i c  
was announced p r i o r  t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p eech  and b e ca u s e  no m a n u s c r i p t  was 
made a v a i l a b l e ,  th e  a u d i e n c e ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  speech  
would have had t o  have been  b a sed  l a r g e l y  on a t t i t u d e s  toward  M cGil l  
h i m s e l f .  However,  once t h e  a u d i e n c e  d i s c o v e r e d  what M cG il l  was t o  say ,  
t h e  e d u c a t o r s  p r o b a b l y  e n jo y e d  h i s  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  s o u t h e r n  ch an g e ,  bu t  
were l e s s  r e c e p t i v e  t o  h i s  p l e a  f o r  more p l a n n i n g  by e d u c a t o r s .
M ot iv e s  o f  t h e  Speaker
B e c a u s e  b o t h  M c G i l l ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  a u d i e n c e  a n d  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  w ere  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  same 
m o t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  p r o m p t e d  M c G i l l  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  NEA a s  had  m o t i v a t e d  
him t o  t a l k  i n  L e x i n g t o n ;  ( 1 )  he p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  he would  e n j o y
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d i s c u s s i n g  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  and  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  e d u c a t o r s ,  ( 2 )  
he p r o b a b l y  f e l t  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  ( 3 )  he w a n te d  t o  
s e e  t h e  S o u th  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n  p r o g r e s s ,  ( 4 )  he p r o b a b l y  had a d i f f i c u l t  
t i m e  s a y i n g  no when i n v i t e d  by  t h e  NEA t o  s p e a k ,  ( 5 )  M c G i l l  p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y  e n j o y s  t a l k i n g  t o  p e r s o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e  p r o b a b l y  
was one a d d i t i o n a l  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h e  e s t e e m  t h a t  w ou ld  go w i t h  s u c h  a n  
e x p e r i e n c e .  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  an  h o n o r  t o  be i n v i t e d  t o  
s p e a k  t o  t h e  NEA.
N a t u r e  o f  t h e  S p e e c h
S i n c e  M c G i l l  r e l i e d  l a r g e l y  on s t o c k  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  on num erous  
o c c a s i o n s  b e f o r e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e r t  w ha t  he was t h i n k i n g  when 
he  p r e p a r e d  h i s  Miami Beach  a d d r e s s .  S p e c u l a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  be made 
on t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h a t  he f i n a l l y  d i d  s a y .
F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t o  be a n  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  g r o u p  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  somewhat d e f e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e i r  own s p e ­
c i a l i t y  and  p o s s i b l y  s k e p t i c a l  t o w a r d s  i d e a l i s t i c  p r o p o s a l s  made by 
o u t s i d e r s .
S e c o n d l y ,  how d i d  M c G i l l  p l a n  t o  p e r s u a d e  h i s  a u d i e n c e ?  M c G i l l  
seemed t o  be t h i n k i n g  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  wou ld  be t o  c o u n s e l  e x p e r i e n c e d  
e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  own f i e l d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  b e f o r e  m a k in g  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  
he a p p a r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  good w i l l  w i t h  t h e  
e d u c a t o r s .  M c G i l l ' s  s t r a t e g y ,  t h e n ,  was t o  e n s u r e  a f a i r  h e a r i n g ,  t o  
p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  a s  a n  a l l y .  He s o u g h t  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  by c o n v i n c ­
i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  he would
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n o t  p re s u m e  t o  t e l l  them w h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  o r  s h o u l d  n o t  d o .
S p e e c h  P r e p a r a t i o n
How a n  o r a t o r  p r e p a r e s  h i s  s p e e c h  p r o b a b l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  e f f e c ­
t i v e n e s s  o f  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  a n  a d d r e s s  h a s  b e e n  
c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e i v e d ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  p r e s e n t  h i s  m a t e r i a l s  
a s  i f  he knows w ha t  he i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  A l s o ,  h i s  i d e a s  p r o b a b l y  
w i l l  be more  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  When p r e p a r i n g  h i s  o r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  
d rew  f rom o l d  s p e e c h e s  he had  on f i l e ,  p a r a p h r a s e d  a n  a r t i c l e  by 
F r a n c i s  K e p p e l ,  and  a p p a r e n t l y  w r o t e  some m a t e r i a l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
t h e  e d u c a t o r s .
O ld  s p e e c h e s . M c G i l l  p l a n n e d  a n  a d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  NEA w h ic h  was 
s i m i l a r  t o  s p e e c h e s  g i v e n  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  May 7 ,  1965 ,  and a t  a 
Miami s y n a g o g u e ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1966 .  Though i t  i s  n o t  known i f  t h e s e  
w ere  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e s  t h e s e  b a s i c  m a t e r i a l s  w e re  u s e d ,  t h e y  can  be 
a n a l y z e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how M c G i l l  d i d  r e l y  on u s e d  m a t e r i a l s .  A l ­
th o u g h  t h e  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  t a l k ,  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  s p e e c h ,  and  t h e  NEA 
a d d r e s s  w e re  a l l  d e l i v e r e d  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  t a k e n  f rom  t a p e d  r e c o r d i n g s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
e x a c t  w o r d i n g  u s e d  by  M c G i l l  on  a l l  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s .
The g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  s p e e c h  and  t h e  NEA 
t a l k  w e re  t h e  sam e ,  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n d i ­
t i o n s ,  t h e r e b y  p a v i n g  t h e  way f o r  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s .  N o t i c e  how 
M c G i l l ,  i n  b o t h  a d d r e s s e s ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l ,  u s i n g  many o f  t h e  
same key  t e r m s :
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Emory U n i v e r s i t y  
May 7 ,  1965
1 s u p p o s e  o n l y  g r e y  h e a d s  o r  
s e m i - g r e y  h e a d s  l i k e  mine  w i l l  
remember  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l  . . . 
The b o l l  w e e v i l  h i t ,  r o u g h l y  
a r o u n d  1920 .  . . .  t o  d e s t r o y  a 
c r o p ,  t o  d e s t r o y  a way o f  l i f e . 
I t  was t h e n ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  2 0 * s 
when t h e  t e n a n t  c a b i n s  b e g a n  t o  
b e  e m p t i e d . t h e i r  d o o r s  s a g g i n g , 
t h e i r  wooden  s h u t t e r e d  windows 
s a g g i n g . s t o n e s  f a l l i n g  o f f  t h e  
o l d  c h i m n e y .
National Education Association
June 30, 1966
I  c a n  remember  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l  d e c ­
a d e .  . . .  I  c a n  remember  how t h e  
c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r  and  t e n a n t  
c a b i n s  e m p t i e d . some o f  them b u r n e d ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e  ch im n e y s  t h e r e  l i k e  
s i l e n t  s e n t i n e l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  some­
t h i n g  gone  . . . t h e i r  wooden w i n ­
dows . . . s a g g i n g . t h e  d o o r s  
s a g g i n g  . . . And o u t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  
i n  t h a t  d e c a d e ,  t h e r e  moved o v e r  
1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  way 
o f  l i f e  was  g o n e .
M c G i l l  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  S o u t h ,  a g a i n  
h i s  i d e a s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  d raw n  f rom  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s .  A l s o ,  i t  c a n  be 
s e e n  t h a t  M c G i l l  o f t e n  r e l i e d  on p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n :
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, . . we b e g a n  t o  s e e  t r u c k  I  remember  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  p o i s o n
l o a d s  a n d  t r a l n - l o a d s  o f  p e o p l e  c o t t o n  f o r  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l . and  
b e i n g  r e c r u i t e d  t o  go  up  N o r t h  and  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  g r a n d m o t h e r s
w o r k .  . . .  I  remember  . . . 
s e e i n g  t h e  s o m e t im e s  p a t h e t i c  
e f f o r t s  t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  t h e  b o l l  
w e e v i l  . . . t h e  w i f e  and t h e  
h u s b a n d  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n , c a r r y -  
i n g  b u c k e t s  o f  p o i s o n  s y r u p  w i t h  
a  s t i c k  a n d  a  r a g  t i e d  on  t h e  
e n d ,  a n d  g o i n g  down t h e  rows o f  
c o t t o n  t o u c h i n g  a l e a f  on e a c h  
p l a n t  w i t h  some o f  t h e  p o i s o n  
s y r u p  . . .  I ' m  s u r e  some o f  
you  maybe saw i n  t h e  ’2 0 ' s  . . . 
how t h e  l a b o r  r e c r u i t e r s  w e re  
h e r e  i n  o u r  a r e a ,  t a k i n g  p e o p l e  
N o r t h  t o  w o r k .
and grandfathers and wives and 
husbands and little children even, 
with a bucket o f  poison syrup. and 
a stick with a rag on it touching 
a drop of this syrup to each 
plant . . . .  I  remember watching 
the labor recruiters get their 
crowds together in country towns 
and in cities, and seeing whole 
traln-loads, and bus-loadB of 
people move out . . .
B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  r e p e a t e d  t h e  same s t a t i s t i c s  on d i f f e r e n t  occa  
s i o n s  he p r o b a b l y  had  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  d a t a  u s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA, N o t i c e  
a g a i n  M c G i l l ' s  u s e  o f  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s :
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We a r e  s t i l l ,  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  a 
r e g i o n  o f  . . . s m a l l  f a r m e r s .
I  c a n  remember  when we u s e d  t o  
g a t h e r  h e r e  [ a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ]  
i n  1930 ,  i n  t h e  ' 3 0 ' s  and  t a l k  
and  a r g u e ,  when we d i d  i t  i n  t h e  
f o r t i e s ,  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  a l l  t h e  
f a r m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n  
t h o s e  y e a r s ,  w e re  i n  t h e  S o u t h ­
e a s t e r n  s t a t e s . . . .  Why?
B e c a u s e  s o  many c^f them w e re  t i n y , 
t e n  a c r e s ,  t w e n t y ,  f o r t y  . . . 
T o d a y ,  t h i s  i s  c h a n g i n g  . . . b u t  
we s t i l l  h a v e  a g r e a t  number  o f  
f a r m s .
National Education Association
June 30, 1966
And I  d o n ' t  know how many o f  u s  com­
p r e h e n d e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  i n  a l l  
o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  o v e r  a b o u t  72 p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  o f  i t s  N egro  p o p u l a t i o n  
was i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  T h a t ,  
a b o u t  t h r e e - f i f t h s . a l m o s t  t h r e e -  
f i f t h s  o f  a l l  t h e  f a r m s  i n  t h i s  
w ho le  g r e a t  r i c h  n a t i o n  w ere  i n  t h e  
S o u t h e a s t . T h i s  m e an t  t h a t  m os t  o f  
them w e re  s m a l l , a n d  t h a t  m os t  o f  
them ,  when t h e  g r e a t  c h an g e  came, 
had  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  a l w a y s  t o  c o t t o n .  
And c o t t o n ,  a s  a  way o f  l i f e ,  had 
c e a s e d .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h ' s  c h a n g i n g  economy,  M c G i l l  u s e d  m a t e ­
r i a l s  t r e a t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  s p e e c h e s  t o  show a s e c o n d  c a u s e  o f  o u t ­
m i g r a t i o n ,  w a r ;
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. . . t h e  g r e a t  m i g r a t i o n s  w e re  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W or ld  W a r , 
and  t h e y  w ere  s m a l l  co m p ared  w i t h  
t h o s e  w h ic h  b e g a n  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k e d  u s  a t  P e a r l  
H a r b o r .  . . . P r o b a b l y  t h e  
s i n g l e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  phonomenon 
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  a s  a  w ho le  
i s  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y . We a r e  a 
p e o p l e  t h a t  move . . . And you 
t r a v e l  A m e r ic a  and  you s e e  
t r a i l e r  camps by  t h e  h u n d r e d s  and  
t h o u s a n d s . a n d  you  s e e  p e o p l e  on 
t h e  m o v e .
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J u n e  30 ,  1966
And when t h e  g r e a t  t r a g e d y  o f  Decem­
b e r  7,  1 9 4 1 ,  cam e,  and  i t  became 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  n a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  
up and  down i t s  w e s t  c o a s t ,  t h e  
g r e a t  f a c t o r i e s  o f  w a r  t o  b u i l d  
s h i p s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  t r a n s p o r t s ,  
l i b e r t y  s h i p s ,  l a n d i n g  c r a f t  . . . 
n e v e r  h ave  I  w i t n e s s e d  s u c h  a m i g r a ­
t i o n . I  s u p p o s e  when h i s t o r i a n s  
l o o k  b a c k  a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  t h e y  w i l l  
s a y  t h a t  one o f  t h e  g r e a t  phonomenon 
o f  i t  was  i t s  m o b i l i t y ,  t h e  m o b i l i t y  
o f  i t s  p e o p l e . And we g o t  u s e d  t o  
t r a i l e r  c a m p s , a n d  we g o t  u s e d  t o  
p e o p l e  on t h e  move,  i n  t h o u s a n d s  by  
t h e  t h o u s a n d s .
M c G i l l  l i k e s  t o  q u o t e  d i f f e r e n t  s a y i n g s  and  poems; h o w e v e r ,  
r e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  he u s u a l l y  r e l i e s  on t h e  same s t o c k  p h r a s e s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  n o t i c e  how he p a r a p h r a s e s  t h e  same anonymous w r i t e r :
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. . .  . n e v e r  b e f o r e  h a s  i t  [ r a c e  
p r o b le m ]  b e e n  so  n a t i o n a l  a  p r o b ­
lem a s  now, and  c h i e f l y  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  g r e a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  . . . c i t i e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  o f  
p e o p l e  who t o o k  w i t h  th e m ,  a s  
someone s a i d ,  and  I  w i s h  t h a t  I  
m i g h t  have  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  m y s e l f ,  
t h e y  t o o k  w i t h  them h a n d s  t h a t  
w e re  c u r v e d  t o  f i t  plow h a n d l e s  
and  hoe h a n d l e s , and  l i t t l e  
e l s e .  They  c o u l d  r e p a i r  
t r a c t o r s  . . . f a r m  m a c h i n e r y ,  
b u t  h e r e  t h e y  w e n t .
When M c G i l l  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  NEA d e l e g a t e s ,  he c i t e d  a n  exam ple  
d e s c r i b e d  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  c h o s e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  p o i n t  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  s t a t i s t i c s :
National Education Association
June 30, 1966
And s o  c h a n g e s  came. I  remember  one 
o f  o u r  w r i t e r s  w a t c h i n g  t r a i n  l o a d s  
o f  p e o p l e  l e a v e  . . .  he  w r o t e  o f  
them t h a t  t h e y  l e f t ,  and  he seemed 
t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  h a n d s  w e re  s t i l l  
c u r v e d  t o  f i t  a  p low h a n d l e  o r  a 
hoe h a n d l e . and  t h a t  he f e l t  l i k e  
w e e p i n g ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e y  w e re  t a k ­
i n g  w i t h  them was a s m a l l  s k i l l  o f  
a s m a l l  f a r m , and  t h e y  had  n o t  had  
much c h a n c e  a t  e d u c a t i o n .
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N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J u n e  3 0 ,  1966
San F r a n c i s c o . f o r  e x a m p l e . a 
c i t y  o f  b e a u t y  and  a n c i e n t  c o s ­
m o p o l i t a n  a t t i t u d e s  and  o f  g r e a t  
m i x t u r e  o f  r a c e s .  San F r a n c i s c o  
had  n e v e r  had  a  N egro  p r o b l e m  o r  
a  Negro  p o p u l a t i o n ,  beyond  a v e r y  
s m a l l  o n e ,  u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  
w o r l d  w a r  b e g a n  . . .  I n  a 
p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s ,  from 
1940 t o  1950 ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t e n  
c i t i e s  g a i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  n o t  
q u i t e ,  b u t  a l m o s t  a  m i l l i o n  p o p u ­
l a t i o n ,  o f  N eg ro  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  had  moved o u t  o f  t h e  S o u th  
i n  a  d e c a d e .
T h e re  t h e y  w e n t ,  and  t h e  w ar  e n d e d ,  
and  t h e y  w ere  d i s t r i b u t e d .  One 
e x am p le  w i l l  d o ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  
o f  San F r a n c i s c o . t h e  g r e a t  cosm o­
p o l i t a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  a 
h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  s o r t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
f o u n d  i t s e l f  i n  1940 ,  ' 3 8 ,  w i t h  a 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  5 , 0 0 0  N e g r o e s .  
The w ar  was  en d ed  i t  was  somewhere 
n e a r e r  6 0 , 0 0 0 .  B o s t o n ,  C h i c a g o ,  
D e t r o i t ,  P i t t s b u r g ,  Tacoma, S e a t t l e ,  
A t l a n t a .  A l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h i s  
was t h e  s t o r y .  And no  l o n g e r  was i t  
j u s t  a S o u t h e r n  s t o r y .
To e s t a b l i s h  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  M c G i l l  u s u a l l y  i n f o r m s  h i s  a u d i ­
e n c e  t h a t  he was b o r n  and  r e a r e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  o f t e n  r i g h t  b e f o r e  d i s ­
c u s s i n g  a n e e d  f o r  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n ;
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No, I ' m  v e r y  p r o u d ,  a s  you  a r e ,  t o  Now, c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  a  S o u t h e r n e r ,
be  i n  t h e  S o u t h . I  -  b o r n  J u s t  b o r n  i n  T e n n e s s e e . i n  A t l a n t a ,
o v e r  t h e  l i n e  i n  T e n n e s s e e . I ' v e  G e o r g i a . f o r  3 7 ,  a l m o s t  37 y e a r s
n e v e r  l i v e d  o r  w o rk ed  a n y w h e re  now, I ' v e  known n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  i n  s o  
e l s e  e x c e p t  T e n n e s s e e  a n d  G e o r g i a  f a r  a s  b i r t h r i g h t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  b u t  
. . . .  b u t  I  a s k  you t o  k e e p  i n  t h e  S o u t h . I  have  a g r e a t  r e s p e c t  
mind  t h a t  we s t i l l  a r e  t h e  p o o r -  f o r  w h a t  i t  -  i t s  p r o g r e s s , b u t  I  
e s t  r e g i o n ,  o u r  income i s  s t i l l  m u s t  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  s a y ,  t h a t  we
. . . t h e  l o w e s t  . . . [ T a k e n  f ro m  h ave  f a r  t o  g o . f a r  t o  g o .
n e w s p a p e r  co lum n  a n d  K e n tu c k y  
a d d r e s s . ]  we h a v e  had  s o  f a r  t o  
g o . a n d  w e ' r e  g o i n g  a n d  w e ' r e  
m a k in g  p r o g r e s s . . .
M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C ensus  d a t a ,  
s i n c e  h e  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  r e l i e s  on  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  p r o o f .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he 
t o l d  b o t h  a u d i e n c e s  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number  o f  y o u t h :
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I  d o n ' t  know i f  you  h a v e  n o t i c e d  The B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C en s u s  k n o -  l e t s  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  b u t  we o l d  p e o p l e  u s  know t h a t  s o m e t im e s  n e x t  y e a r ,  
a r e  g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o r  a l i t t l e  more  o f
( l a u g h t e r )  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  p e r -  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i l l
c e n t a g e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  c o n -  be  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d  o r  y o u n g e r .
c e r n e d .  A lm o s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  And i f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e s ,  
n o t  q u i t e ,  a s  t h e  young  p e o p l e  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  i n  ' 7 2 ,  h a l f
( l a u g h t e r ) .  A lm o s t  f o r t y  p e r  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i l l  be
c e n t  o f  o u r  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d  and  y o u n g e r . 
young  a n d  g e t t i n g  y o u n g e r .
f r a n  t h e  e x a m p l e s  c i t e d  a b o v e ,  i t  c a n  be  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  M c G i l l ,  
when p r e p a r i n g  h i s  NEA s p e e c h ,  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on s t o c k  s u p p o r t i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  s t o c k  l a n g u a g e .  M c G i l l  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  many o f  t h e s e  
same i d e a s  when he  s p o k e  b e f o r e  members  o f  t h e  " C o n g r e g a t i o n  f rom 
Temple  B e t h  Am and  o t h e r  members  o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  Miami c o m m u n i t y , "  on 
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1966 ,  j u s t  f o u r  m o n th s  p r i o r  t o  h i s  NEA t a l k .  On ly  m a t e r i ­
a l s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  a d d r e s s  w h i c h  w e re  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Emory
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U n i v e r s i t y  t a l k ,  w i l l  be com pared  w i t h  M c G i l l ' s  NEA m e s s a g e .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  m e n t i o n e d  San  F r a n c i s c o  a t  Emory 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  he d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  c i t e d  a t  Temple  B e t h  Am 
and  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA:
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J u n e  30 ,  1966
T h e r e  t h e y  w e n t , a n d  t h e  w ar  e n d e d , 
and  t h e y  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  One e x ­
am ple  w i l l  d o ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  o f  
San  F r a n c i s c o . t h e  g r e a t  c o s m o p o l i ­
t a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  a h i s t o r y  
o f  t h i s  s o r t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  found  
i t s e l f  i n  1940,  ' 3 8 ,  w i t h  a p o -  
p o p u l a t l o n  o f  a b o u t  5 . 0 0 0  N e g r o e s . 
The w a r  was  e n d e d  i t  was  somewhere 
n e a r e r  6 0 . 0 0 0 .
Temple B e t h  Am 
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1966
. . . t h e  s e c o n d  w o r l d  w ar  a c c e l ­
e r a t e d  i t  [ m i g r a t i o n ]  a l l  t h e  
m o r e .  T h e r e  a r e  some d r a m a t i c  
e x a m p l e s . We c a n  t a k e  - L e t ' s  
t a k e  San F r a n c i s c o , a  g r e a t  and  
b e a u t i f u l  c i t y , one o f  t h e  m os t  
b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a c i t y  
o f  g r e a t  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c h a r a c t e r ,  
w i t h  many r a c e s  t h e r e  f o r  a 
l o n g  t i m e ,  fri  1 9 4 0 . i t  had 
a b o u t  a N egro  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
a b o u t  5 . 0 0 0 ■ . . . And i n  a 
few b r i e f  y e a r s  t h e  w a r  was o v e r ,
San  F r a n c i s c o ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
a b o u t  6 0 . 0 0 0  N egro  p o p u l a t i o n .
M c G i l l ' s  h a b i t  o f  s p e a k i n g  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y ,  w i t h  n o  a p p a r e n t  
im m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  a f f e c t s  h i s  u s e  o f  e v i d e n c e .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  f i v e  m on th  p e r i o d ,  M c G i l l  c i t e d  t h e  same s t a t i s t i c s ,  
b u t  c r e d i t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  G e o r g i a  Tech  on one o c c a s i o n  and  t h e  
" S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t "  when a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  NEA:
Temple  B e t h  Am 
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1966
We w e r e  a r e g i o n  w h i c h  d i d n ' t  
h ave  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  Income . . . 
f o r  one good  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  
and  we s e t  up t w o . And we h ave  
s a c r i f i c e d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  . . . L e t  
me u s e  a l i t t l e  s t a t i s t i c  w h ic h  
w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  i t .  The G e o r g i a  
S c h o o l  o f  T e c h n o l o g y ,  G e o r g i a  
T ech  , . . h a s  b e e n  d r o p p i n g
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J u n e  30 ,  1966
. . .  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  w h e re  we had  n o t  
e n o u g h  p e r  c a p i t a  income , . , f o r  
one  good  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  . . .  we 
c h o s e  . . .  t o  t r y  t o  h a v e  two s y s ­
t e m s  . . . When I  l o o k  a t  G e o r g i a  
T e c h . f o r  e x a m p le  . . .  I  know t h a t  
e v e r y  y e a r  r o u g h l y  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  
o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s  d r o p  o u t  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d  , . . and  t h a t
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a b o u t  f o r t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  my s t a t e  . . .  I  
am t o l d  by t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
c a n  n o t  p r e p a r e  a y o u n g s t e r  t o  
g e t  i n t o  G e o r g i a  Tech  b e c a u s e  . . . 
t h e y  d o n ' t  o f f e r  t h e  a d v a n c e d  h i g h  
s c h o o l  m a th  o r  t h e  a d v a n c e d  chemis* 
t r y ,  a d v a n c e d  p h y s i c s  . . .
o u t  . . . r o u g h l y  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  
. . . [ o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s ]  a  few 
w eeks  a g o  I  s a t  n e x t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  
H a r r i s o n  o f  G e o r g i a  T e c h .  . . .
I  t h e n  a s k e d  him . . . w h a t  p e r ­
c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  
G e o r g i a  t o d a y  do n o t  o f f e r  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  h i gh  s c h o o l  m a th  . . . 
c h e m i s t r y  o r  p h y s i c s  t o  q u a l i f y  
one o f  t h e i r  g r a d u a t e s  f o r  
G e o r g i a  T e c h ? He s a i d ,  I ' m
s o r r y  t o  s a y ,  b u t  a b o u t  f o r t y -
s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  
o f  t h i s  s t a t e  c a n n o t  q u a l i f y  
a boy  f o r  e n t r a n c e .
M c G i l l  h a s  a  few s t o c k  q u o t a t i o n s  w h ic h  he i s  a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t o  
m o s t  a n y  o c c a s i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a few m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  M c G i l l  a d d r e s s e d
t h e  NEA, L .  E l d o n  James  q u o t e d  f ro m  a w ork  by R o b e r t  F r o s t ,  When
M c G i l l ’ s t u r n  t o  s p e a k  came,  he t o o  r e l i e d  on F r o s t ,  a s  i f  he w ere  
c a p a b l e  o f  a d a p t i n g  t o  m o s t  a n y  p o e t r y  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  m i g h t  u s e .  W h i le  
M c G i l l  h a s  a l w a y s  l i k e d  t o  m em or ize  p o e t r y ,  he p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e s  t h i s  
q u o t a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  own v e r s i o n s :
Temple B e t h  Am 
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1966
I ’m a l w a y s  r e m i n d e d  o f  a  p i e c e  
o f  p o e -  a l i n e  o r  two f ro m  one 
R o b e r t  F r o s t ' s poems: "A
r o a d  i n  t h e  woods -  i n  t h e  woods 
a  r oa<* d i v e r g e d . and  I ,  I  t o o k  
t h e  one  l e s s  t r a v e l e d  b y ,  and  
t h a t  made a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e . "
I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e ,  t h e  
Old S o u t h ,  l e t  u s  c a l l  i t ,  t o  
a l w a y s  c h o o s e  t h e  o t h e r  r o a d .  
T h e r e  was a l w a y s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  e n d i n g  s l a v e r y .
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J u n e  3 0 ,  1966
Somehow I  t h i n k  we m i g h t  q u o t e  
a n o t h e r  [ i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  J a m e s ' ]  
l i n e  f rom R o b e r t  F r o s t .  A l i n e  
i n  w h i c h  he s a i d ;  "Two w o r -  two 
r o a d s  d i v e r g e d  i n  t h e  w o o d . and  
_I, I  t o o k  t h e  l e s s  t r a v e l e d  o n e , 
and  t h a t  h a s  made a l l  t h e  d i f f e r ­
e n c e  . "  Somehow I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
w h a t  we h a v e  d o n e ,  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  much o f  o u r  e d u ­
c a t i o n  . . .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  drew h e a v i l y  f rom m a t e r i a l s  he had  u s e d
b e f o r e  when p r e p a r i n g  h i s  o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  NEA d e l e g a t e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
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he p r o b a b l y  d i d  l i t t l e  im m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a d d r e s s .
A r t i c l e  by F r a n c i s  K e p p e l . A s e c o n d  s o u r c e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s  
was a n  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by F r a n c i s  K e p p e l  i n  t h e  H a r v a r d  G r a d u a t e  
S c h o o l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  J o u r n a l .  M c G i l l  b o r ro w e d  f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
c i t e d  by K e p p e l  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had  b e e n  a " g r e a t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d u r i n g  " t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s . "  The i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  had  no  p a r t i c u l a r  v a l u e  a s  p r o o f .
O r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l s . M c G i l l  p r e p a r e d  a s m a l l  amount o f  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n .  H owever ,  b e c a u s e  M c G i l l  d e p e n d e d  l a r g e l y  upon 
i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  on  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  h i s  m a in  t a s k  i n  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  NEA 
o r a t i o n  was  t o  a d a p t  o l d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a  new s i t u a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  
M c G i l l  r e l i e d  on f r e s h  i d e a s  t o  a d a p t  a n  o f t e n  u s e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s  t o  e d u c a t o r s :
. . .  we s e e  . . . w h a t  a g r e a t  w e i g h t  and  b u r d e n  t h i s  p o l i c y  
o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  p u t  u p o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  and  now, by t h e  
g r e a t  d i s p e r s a l  t o w a rd  t h e  - i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s ,  and 
i n t o  t h e  g r e a t  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  upon  t h e  w h o le  n a t i o n .  The 
p r i c e  w i l l  be h e a v y .  I t  i s  n o t  y e t  p a i d ,  a n d  I  hope  t h a t  
somehow e d u c a t i o n  c a n  s p e e d  up  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
w h a t  m us t  be d o n e ,  m o r a l l y ,  r e l i g i o u s l y ,  i f  you w an t  t o  p u t  
i t  t h a t  way . . .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l ' s  NEA s p e e c h  c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  on f o r m e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  a j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e ,  and  some new 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  m a t e r i a l .  I n  f a c t ,  M c G i l l  s i m p l y  s t o o d  b e f o r e  more 
t h a n  6 , 5 0 0  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  I s s u e s ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  e x a m p l e s ,  
p o e t r y ,  and  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  many a u d i e n c e s  had  h e a r d  b e f o r e .
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M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was c o r r e c t  w hen ,  upon  b e i n g  a s k e d  by  t h i s  w r i t e r  how 
h i s  s p e e c h  was  p r e p a r e d ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  " I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  f o r  
t h i s  a u d i e n c e . ” When M c G i l l  was  a s k e d  f u r t h e r  i f  he had r e l i e d  on a n y  
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e e c h  o r  s p e e c h e s  u s e d  b e f o r e ,  he made q u i t e  a n  u n d e r s t a t e ­
m en t  when r e p l y i n g ,  ”W e l l ,  I  d rew  o u t  a  few t h i n g s . "
O r g a n i z a t i o n
A s p e e c h  s h o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  s o  a s  t o  be e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .
An a u d i e n c e  c a n n o t  be  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s p o n d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  way i f  t h e y  
do  n o t  know w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  d o  and why t h e y  s h o u l d  do i t .  An a t t e m p t  
i s  made h e r e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  manner  i n  w h ic h  M c G i l l  o r g a n i z e d  h i s  
m e s s a g e  f o r  h i s  Miami B each  l i s t e n e r s .
Out l i n e  o f  t h e  NEA A d d r e s s
The s p e e c h  g i v e n  by M c G i l l  i n  Miami may be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p a r t s ;
P u r p o s e :  E d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p l a n  and  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
INTRODUCTION
I .  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w e d  e n l i g h t e n e d  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e
p a s t .
DISCUSSION
I .  P e o p l e  m i g r a t e d  f rom  t h e  S o u t h .
A. A c h a n g i n g  economy c a u s e d  p e o p l e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  S o u t h .
B. The S econd  W orld  War c a u s e d  p e o p l e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  S o u t h .
C. P e o p l e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  s k i l l s  o r  e d u c a t i o n .
I I .  F o u r  p e r s o n s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  r e c e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n .
A. S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  T a f t ;  f e d e r a l  a i d  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
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B. N i k i t a  K h r u s h c h e v :  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n .
C.  Pope J o h n :  u n i t y  o f  p u r p o s e  and  s u p p o r t  o f  p a r o c h i a l
s c h o o l s .
0 .  Lyndon B. J o h n s o n ;  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .
I I I .  T h e r e  i s  much t h a t  m u s t  be done  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
A. T h e r e  m u s t  be  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  law .
B. T h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  w h ic h  w e re  c a u s e d  by  m i g r a t i o n  f rom  
t h e  S o u t h .
C. T h e r e  a r e  r i o t s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s .
D. T h e r e  i s  i n e q u a l i t y  among s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .
E.  E d u c a t o r s  a r e  a w a re  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s .
IV. E d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
A. What w i l l  be done  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ?
B. E d u c a t i o n  w i l l  have  t o  b e a r  t h e  b u r d e n s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .
C. The i n c r e a s i n g  number  o f  y o u t h  p r e s e n t s  a p r o b l e m  f o r  
e d u c a t o r s .
CONCLUSION
I .  A p p r e c i a t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s p e a k .
C e n t r a l  Theme
F a i l u r e  t o  s t a t e  a  t h e s i s  p r o b a b l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s .  I f  M c G i l l  h a d  a s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e ,  he  d i d  n o t  
r e v e a l  i t ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  was u n a b l e  t o  c o n n e c t  
M c G i l l ' s  g e n e r a l  p l e a  f o r  more  p l a n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  d i s c u s ­
s i o n .  On two o c c a s i o n s  M c G i l l  s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  h i s  a u d i t o r s  what  he 
p l a n n e d  t o  d o ,  b u t  i n  b o t h  I n s t a n c e s  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  s e n t e n c e :
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I  am p r o u d  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w h ic h  i s  b e f o r e  y o u ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  s c h o o l .  But  I  w a n te d  t o  t a l k - - I  w o n d e r - - I  remember 
t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  Toynbee  . . .
Somehow . . .  I  t h i n k  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we c o m p r e h e n d - - a s  
I ' m  s u r e  we r e a l l y  d o ,  b u t  I  wou ld  l i k e  t o  r e v i e w  s o m e t h i n g  
[ ? ]  t h a t  I  h a v e  s e e n  and  w a t c h e d  h a p p e n  and  p u z z l e d  o v e r  
and  w ep t  o v e r  a n d  t h o u g h t  o v e r .
Method o f  A r r a n g e m e n t
M c G i l l  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  o r a t i o n  i n d u c t i v e l y ,  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  c a u s e  
o f  s o c i a l  e v i l s ,  t h e n  o f f e r i n g  b r o a d  s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p o s s i b l e  
a c t i o n .  F a i l u r e  t o  name a  p r o b l e m  p r o b a b l y  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  t o  know w h a t  h i s  a n a l y s i s  was d e s i g n e d  t o  d o .
The s e c o n d  s t e p  o f  M c G i l l ' s  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
a n a l y s i s ,  m u s t  be e v a l u a t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  t h r e e  m a in  p o i n t s .  
M c G i l l ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  was  c l e a r l y  p r e ­
s e n t e d ,  b u t  n o t  l i n k e d  t o  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n .
The s e c o n d  m a j o r  p o i n t  u n d e r  a n a l y s i s  was  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f o u r  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  F r a n c i s  K e p p le  had  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  
T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  was  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  b u t ,  
a g a i n ,  M c G i l l  made no a t t e m p t  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  f o u r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o  
h i s  t h e m e .
I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  t h i r d  p o i n t  u n d e r  a n a l y s i s ,  M c G i l l  d i g r e s s e d  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m i g r a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  S o u t h .  T h i s  r e p e t i t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  c l a r i f y  M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  
M c G i l l  was w a n d e r i n g  a b o u t  w i t h o u t  d i r e c t i o n .  Had he c o n n e c t e d  t h e s e  
e f f e c t s  t o  t h e i r  c a u s e  when he f i r s t  b r o u g h t  them u p ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t  
o n l y  h ave  b e e n  more e c o n o m i c a l  b u t  p r o b a b l y  more  m e a n i n g f u l .
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M c G i l l ' s  s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  i n  h i s  i n d u c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
was o b s c u r e .  At t h e  end  o f  h i s  s p e e c h ,  he t r i e d  t o  e l e v a t e  e d u c a t i o n  
t o  a  p r i m a r y  s t a t u s  i n  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t ,  by  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was t o o  
l a t e  t o  r e l a t e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .
M c G i l l  s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  p r e p a r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  t o  be a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  
o f t e n  u s e d  i d e a s  and  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t o r s .  B e c a u s e  o f  
a  l a c k  o f  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s p e e c h ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  
make i t  c l e a r  w h a t  he was  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v e ,  n o r  w ha t  he w a n te d  h i s  a u d i ­
e n c e  t o  d o .
R h e t o r i c a l  O r d e r
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  p l a n n e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
and c o n c l u s i o n .  Though M c G i l l ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  p r o b a b l y  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  own 
c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m in d s  o f  h i s  a u d i t o r s ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  a i d  a u d i ­
e n c e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  p l a n .  He e m p h a s i z e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  d e d i c a t i o n  
t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  p r o v i d e d  no  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a p r o b l e m ,  no s t a t e m e n t  o f  
p r o p o s i t i o n ,  and  no  p r e v i e w .
M c G i l l ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  c a n  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  p o i n t s ,  b u t  d i s ­
c o v e r i n g  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  theme i s  n o t  e a s y .  M c G i l l  
w a n t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how s o c i e t y  had  r e a c h e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s ,  t h e n  
make a  few g e n e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  I m p r o v e m e n t .  What he  a c t u a l l y  d i d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  was  t o  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f rom  t h e  
S o u t h  w i t h o u t  r e l a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t  t o  a s i n g l e  
p r o b l e m  w h i c h  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  c o u l d  s o l v e .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  had  p l a n n e d  no p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c l u s i o n .  He t o l d
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t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  he  w a n te d  t o  t a l k  no  more  t h a n  t h i r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s ;  
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  when he a p p r o a c h e d  t h a t  l i m i t ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he a p p r e ­
c i a t e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s p e a k ,  r e m i n d e d  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t h a t  he had  no 
a n s w e r s ,  b u t  d i d  h ope  t h e y  w ou ld  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e y  f a c e d  a s  
e d u c a t o r s .
S p e c i a l  D e v i c e s
M c G i l l ' s  a p a t h y  t o w a r d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d e v i c e s  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  
h i s  i d e a s  t o  be more  d i f f i c u l t  t o  co m p re h e n d .  To d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  a c t i o n  
he t o o k  t o  make h i s  m e ss a g e  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  a n a l y z e s  
h e r e  M c G i l l ' s  u s e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p o i n t s ,  h i s  u s e  o f  g u i d e s  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w h a t  he  i s  t r y i n g  t o  d o ,  and  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .
Two e x a m p l e s ,  b o t h  l o c a t e d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  w i l l  demon­
s t r a t e  M c G i l l ' s  p o o r  u s e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s .  The f i r s t  e x a m p le  came when 
M c G i l l  was a b o u t  t o  em bark  on  a d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e .  
O m i s s i o n  o f  a t r a n s i t i o n  p r o b a b l y  f o r c e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
i s o l a t e d  s e n t e n c e s  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  M c G i l l  was  t r y i n g  t o  
s a y .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n ,  a f t e r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  T o y n b e e ,  
M c G i l l ' s  m a j o r  p o i n t  b e g a n  when he r e a c h e d  t h e  d a t e ;
I  remember  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  Toynbee  . . . .
I n  1897 ,  we w ere  m ov ing  t o w a r d  a w a r  w i t h  S p a i n .  I n  
F e b r u a r y  o f  1898 ,  a b a t t l e s h i p  was  t o  be b lo w n - u p  i n  t h e  p l a c i d  
p e a c e f u l  h a r b o r ,  o r  s e e m i n g l y  s o ,  a t  H a v a n a ,  and w i t h i n  d a y s  
h i s t o r y  had  t a k e n  a n o t h e r  t u r n .
The s e c o n d  n e e d  f o r  a t r a n s i t i o n  came b e t w e e n  M c G i l l ' s  d i s c u s ­
s i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s  and  t h e  K e p p e l  a r t i c l e .  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  move
264
f rom  one p o i n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  so  a s  t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  h i s  t h e m e .  A l s o ,  
M c G i l l  f a i l e d  t o  l i n k  t h e  K e p p e l  a r t i c l e  w i t h  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  com pare  M c G i l l ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  K e p p e l  a r t i c l e  w i t h  T i m e 1s t r e a t ­
ment o f  t h e  same m a t e r i a l .  Time r e l a t e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  
p u r p o s e :
Time64 R a l p h  M c G i l l
O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1965 J u n e  30 ,  1966
F r a n k  K e p p e l  names f o u r  i n t e l l e c -  Mr.  F r a n c i s  K e p p e l  . . . s a i d
t u a l  i n f l u e n c e s  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t h a t  he t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w e re  f o u r
t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  g r e a t
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s .  "The e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  . . .
f i r s t , "  he  s a y s ,  " i s  R o b e r t  T a f t  And he  s t a r t e d  . . . w i t h  . . .
. . . "  T h a t  u n l i k e l y  b a t c h , i n  S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  T a f t  . . . And you
f a c t . h e l p e d  q u i e t  f e a r s  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  o t h e r  f i g u r e s . b u t  he
f e d e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e d u c a -  r a t h e r  t h o u g h t  t h e s e  f o u r  s t o o d
t i o n  m e a n t  f e d e r a l  t y r a n n y . o u t  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .
M c G i l l  u s e d  g u i d e p o s t s  i n  a  few i n s t a n c e s  t o  k e e p  h i s  a u d i e n c e  
o r i e n t e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  T a f t ,  K h r u s h c h e v ,  Pope 
J o h n ,  and  Lyndon J o h n s o n ,  M c G i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  l a t t e r  t h r e e  men w i t h ,  
"Mr.  K e p p e l  l i s t e d  n e x t  . . "And t h e n  . . a n d ,  "And t h e n  he
t h o u g h t  h i s  f o u r t h  one was , . . "  On one o c c a s i o n ,  a l s o ,  when M c G i l l  
moved f ro m  p a s t  t o  p r e s e n t ,  he  s t a t e d ,  "And now, t o d a y  . . . "
A t h i r d  t e c h n i q u e  was  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  was  p r o b ­
a b l y  e f f e c t i v e  n e a r  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  when M c G i l l  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  
f u t u r e  c h a n g e s :  " W i l l  t h e y  be  a s  much? W i l l  t h e y  be a s  g r e a t ? "  He
a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  e d u c a t o r s :  "S o  w h a t ,  w h a t  w i l l  we d o ? "  "What do
we d o  a b o u t  t h a t ?  How do  you p l a n  f o r  t h a t ? "
64Time, Vol. 86 (October 15, 1965), 61.
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O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a  P a r t i c u l a r  A u d i e n c e
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  made a w i s e  d e c i s i o n  i n  n o t  I n f o r m i n g  h i s  a u d i ­
e n c e  e a r l y  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  be b e t t e r  
p r e p a r e d  f o r  d a y s  a h e a d .  E x p e r i e n c e d  t e a c h e r s  and  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  p r o b ­
a b l y  f e l t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t r a v e l  t o  Miami t o  be t o l d  t h a t .  I f  M c G i l l  had  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  d i d  e x i s t ,  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r o b a b l y  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  more  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a s u g ­
g e s t e d  p r o p o s a l ,  i . e . ,  more  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Had M c G i l l  f o l ­
lowed t h e  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a r e f u l l y ,  he p r o b a b l y  w ou ld  
h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  r a p p o r t  n e e d e d  f o r  a u d i e n c e  r e s p o n s e .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  o r g a n i z e  h i s  s p e e c h  s o  a s  
t o  be  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  B e c a u s e  he  f a i l e d  t o  l i m i t  o r  d e f i n e  h i s  
s u b j e c t  a r e a ,  h i s  p u r p o s e  p r o b a b l y  was n o t  c l e a r .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  
s u p p l i e d  a  few g u i d e p o s t s  and  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  h i s  s p e e c h  s u f ­
f e r e d  f ro m  a l a c k  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s ,  i n t e r n a l  s u m m a r i e s ,  p r e v i e w  s t a t e ­
ment o f  h i s  c e n t r a l  t h o u g h t ,  and  a  c o n c l u s i o n .  M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s  w ere  
d i s c o n n e c t e d  and  p o o r l y  t h o u g h t  o u t ,  r e q u i r i n g  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t o  s e a r c h  
f o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among p a r t s ,  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  s o l u t i o n .
L i n e s  o f  Argument 
M c G i l l  u s e d  b o t h  d e d u c t i o n  and i n d u c t i o n  t o  p e r s u a d e  e d u c a t o r s  
t o  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .
D e d u c t i o n . Two b a s i c  s y l l o g i s m s  u n d e r l a y  M c G i l l ' s  t o t a l  m e s s ­
a g e  .
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M a j o r  p r e m i s e :  I f  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  c a u s e s  p r o b l e m s ,  e d u c a t o r s
s h o u l d  s o l v e  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .
M in o r  p r e m i s e ;  S o c i a l  c h a n g e  h a s  c a u s e d  p r o b l e m s .
C o n c l u s i o n :  E d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  s o l v e  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .
M c G i l l  f o c u s e d  m a i n l y  on  h i s  m i n o r  p r e m i s e ,  t h a t  s o c i a l  ch a n g e
h a s  p r o d u c e d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  H is  s t r a t e g y  seemed t o  be b a s e d  upon
t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  i f  he c o u l d  c o n v i n c e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  a c r i t i c a l
p r o b l e m  d i d  e x i s t ,  t h e y  wou ld  t h e n  f o l l o w  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .  M c G i l l ' s
c a s e  c a n  be s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
P r o p o s i t i o n :  R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p l a n  f o r  t h e
n e e d s  o f  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  f o r
I ,  S o u t h e r n e r s  m i g r a t i n g  t o  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  U. S.  c a u s e d  
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  b e c a u s e
A. M i g r a t i n g  S o u t h e r n e r s  w ere  u n e d u c a t e d .
B. M i g r a t i n g  S o u t h e r n e r s  w e re  u n s k i l l e d .
I I .  Much h a s  t o  be  d o n e ,  b e c a u s e
A. The p o l i c y  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  b u r d e n e d  t h e  S o u t h .
B. M i g r a t i o n  o f  u n s k i l l e d  and u n t r a i n e d  S o u t h e r n e r s  
b u r d e n e d  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n .
C. T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  r i o t s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s .
D. T h e r e  i s  i n e q u a l i t y  among t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .
E .  Many S o u t h e r n  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  e q u i p p e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
s t u d e n t s  f o r  c o l l e g e .
F .  A g e n e r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  h a s  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d .
I I I .  E d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b e c a u s e
A. T h e r e  w i l l  be g r e a t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .
B. The p r o f e s s i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t o r s )  have  n o t  done  a l l  
t h e y  c o u l d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
C. E d u c a t i o n  w i l l  h ave  t o  b e a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b u r d e n .
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D. E d u c a t o r s  h ave  n o t  g i v e n  e n o u g h  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number  o f  y o u t h .
M c G i l l  d rew  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  f rom  a s e c o n d  d e d u c t i o n  when d e v e l o p ­
i n g  h i s  f i n a l  p o i n t ,  t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  
d e c a d e s .  P r o b a b l y  t h i n k i n g  i t  w ou ld  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  p e r s u a d e  e d u c a t o r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b e t t e r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  w orded  h i s  a r g u m e n t  
i n  s u c h  a  way a s  t o  a p p e a r  t o  be s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n s :
M a j o r  p r e m i s e :  A l l  s o c i a l  a g e n t s  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
M ino r  p r e m i s e :  E d u c a t i o n ,  J o u r n a l i s m ,  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  and  t h e
c h u r c h  a r e  s o c i a l  a g e n t s .
C o n c l u s i o n :  They  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
I n d u c t i o n .  M c G i l l  f o l l o w e d  a n  i n d u c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  p r e ­
s e n t i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  d e t a i l s .  U s i n g  a p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  m e t h o d ,  M c G i l l  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  a n a l y z e  h i s t o r i c a l  and s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  i n  o r d e r  t o  demon­
s t r a t e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i a l  n e e d s .
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  how m i g r a t i o n  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  l e d  
t o  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  h i s  s t e p  by s t e p  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  
on t h e  f a r m s .  H ow ever ,  he p r o b a b l y  was  u n a b l e  t o  l i n k  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  w a i t i n g  t o o  l a t e  i n  h i s  
o r a t i o n  t o  c o n f r o n t  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  he 
d i d  n o t  d e f i n e  o r  l i m i t  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  h i s  a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  was  u n ­
d e c i d e d  a s  t o  w h a t  M c G i l l  w a n te d  them  t o  t h i n k  o r  d o .
E v a l u a t i o n  o f  c a u s a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  and  s p e c i f i c  
I n s t a n c e s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  d e p e n d  on i n d u c t i v e  r e a s o n i n g ,  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  
u n d e r  fo rm s  o f  s u p p o r t .
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Forms o f  S u p p o r t  
I n  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g : P r i n c i p l e s  and P r a c t i c e . G ray  and B ra d e n
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  " s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a s p e e c h  may s e r v e  a n y  one o f  
t h r e e  p u r p o s e s :  ( 1 )  t o  c l a r i f y ,  ( 2 )  t o  p r o v e ,  and  ( 3 )  t o  a m p l i f y .
C l a r i f i c a t i o n
M c G i l l  r e l i e d  l a r g e l y  on d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n
and  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he t r i e d  t o  v i s u a l i z e
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  c h a n g i n g  economy d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s :
I  c a n  remember  how t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r  a n d  t e n a n t  c a b i n s  
e m p t i e d ,  some o f  th em  b u r n e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  ch im n e y s  t h e r e  l i k e  
s i l e n t  s e n t i n e l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  g o n e ,  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n .
I  saw t h e  o t h e r s ,  many o f  th e m ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  th e m ,  e m p t i e d ,  
t h e i r  wooden  windows . . . s a g g i n g ,  t h e  d o o r s  s a g g i n g  . . . 
t h e  r o o f  b r o k e n - i n ,  t h e  o l d  h e a r t h  p l a c e s  w he re  p e o p l e  had 
d r e a m e d ,  and  t h o u g h t ,  and  p e r h a p s  s o r r o w e d ,  t u r n e d  o v e r ,  
a n i m a l s  m o v i n g - i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  - 1920*s .
A s e c o n d  exam ple  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  was u s e d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  e f f e c t
t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l  had  on s o u t h e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  M c G i l l  p i c t u r e d  a c t i v i t y
on a s m a l l  f a rm :
I  remember  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  p o i s o n  c o t t o n  f o r  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l ,  
and  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  g r a n d m o t h e r s ,  and  g r a n d f a t h e r s  and  
w i v e s  a n d  h u s b a n d s  and  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  e v e n ,  w i t h  a b u c k e t  o f  
p o i s o n  s y r u p ,  a n d  a s t i c k  w i t h  a r a g  on  i t ,  t o u c h i n g  a d r o p  o f  
t h i s  p o i s o n  s y r u p  t o  e a c h  p l a n t .
P r o o f
S c h o l a r s  u s u a l l y  a g r e e  t h a t  a s p e e c h  s h o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  w i t h
^ G i l e s  W i l k e s o n  G ray  and  Waldo W. B r a d e n ,  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g : 
P r i n c i p l e s  and  P r a c t i c e  (2d e d . ;  New York:  H a r p e r  & Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  2 8 7 .
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s p e c i f i c  f a c t s  and  v a l i d  r e a s o n i n g .  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  b e l i e f s  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  e d u c a t i o n ’ s r o l e  i n  m ode rn  s o c i e t y ,  M c G i l l  r e l i e d  on t e s t i m o n y ,  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  i n f e r e n c e s .
T e s t i m o n y . M c G i l l  d rew s u p p o r t  f rom two men,  F r a n c i s  K e p p e l ,  
f o r m e r  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  and  L.  E l d o n  J a m e s ,  commander o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n .  B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  c i t e d  t h e  a u t h o r ,  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  
and  t h e  d a t e  o f  K e p p e l ' s  a r t i c l e ,  he  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d  a s sum e  t h e  e d u c a ­
t o r s  w o u ld  r e s p e c t  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  M c G i l l  i d e n t i f i e d  K e p p e l  a s  t h e  
" f o r m e r  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n , "  a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e  w ork  had  b e e n  p u b ­
l i s h e d  " l a s t  y e a r . "  M c G i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  u s e  K e p p e l ' s  
t e s t i m o n y  t o  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e .  As a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  M c G i l l  made l i t t l e  
e f f o r t  t o  c o n n e c t  T a f t ,  K h r u s h c h e v ,  Pope  J o h n ,  and  Lyndon B. J o h n s o n  
t o  a n e e d  f o r  f o r e c a s t i n g  n e e d s  o f  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .
M c G i l l ' s  s e c o n d  u s e  o f  t e s t i m o n y  was a n  im prom ptu  r e s p o n s e  t o
w hat  L .  E l d o n  J a m e s ,  s p e a k i n g  I m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  M c G i l l ,  had s a i d  i n
h i s  " g r e e t i n g s "  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  The v a l u e  h e r e  was  n o t  t h e  f a c t s
i n v o l v e d ,  f o r  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l  wha t  Jam es  had  s a i d ,  b u t  t h e
a t t e m p t  t o  draw s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  im m e d i a t e  o c c a s i o n :
I  l i s t e n e d  a s  t h e  commander o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  s p o k e ,  
and  I  a g r e e ,  t h a t  u n d e r  t h i s  n a t i o n  we m u s t  a l l o w  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
t o  h a v e  h i s  d i g n i t y ,  human d i g n i t y .  And I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
f a i r  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  s h o u l d  be p u t  on e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  m os t  
o f  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be p u t  t h e r e .
S t a t i s t i c s
M c G i l l ' s  c h i e f  means  o f  p r o o f  was  s t a t i s t i c s .  T h r e e  e x a m p le s  
w i l l  I l l u s t r a t e  how M c G i l l  was more c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e  f i g u r e s
270
and  t r e n d s  t h a n  w i t h  e x a c t  d a t a .  I t  wou ld  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h e s e  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s  had u p o n  t h e  a u d i e n c e ;  p r o b a b l y  M c G i l l ' s  
e s t i m a t e s  w ere  f a i r l y  w e l l  a c c e p t e d .
F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  " o u t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  i n  t h a t  d e c a d e
[ 1 9 2 0 ' s ] ,  t h e r e  moved o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  . . . "  W h i le  t h e r e  w e re
" o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , "  d a t a  t a k e n  f rom  C ensus  B u re a u  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  w ha t
a  d r a s t i c  u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  w a s .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  M c G i l l  d i d  no
s p e c i a l  r e s e a r c h  o r  p l a n n i n g  f o r  h i s  NEA a u d i e n c e ,  he d i d n ' t  come
c l o s e  t o  t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e .  The B u re a u  o f  C e n s u s '  a n a l y s i s  o f  m o b i l i t y
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  shows t h a t  o n l y  T ex a s  and  F l o r i d a  i n c r e a s e d  i n
p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1920  and  1930 .  More t h a n  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  l e f t
t h e  S o u t h  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  e a c h  o f  t e n  s t a t e s  had more
t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  l e a v i n g  b e t w e e n  1920 a n d  1930:
V i r g i n i a  = - 1 , 5 0 3 , 5 3 1 66
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  = - 2 3 9 , 6 3 4
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  = - 3 7 1 , 5 5 9
G e o r g i a  = - 5 8 3 , 6 5 2
F l o r i d a  = + 5 0 1 ,8 7 5
K e n tu c k y  « - 6 7 1 , 1 1 3
T e n n e s s e e  * - 4 5 8 , 1 6 7
Alabam a -  - 3 8 2 , 7 8 3
M i s s i s s i p p i  * - 4 0 3 , 3 6 3
A r k a n s a s  ■ - 1 8 3 , 2 8 4
L o u i s i a n a  = - 1 1 6 , 9 3 9
T e x a s  = + 3 6 6 , 3 5 5
M c G i l l  a l s o  u s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e  d a t a  when p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  p e r ­
c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  N e g r o e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h ic h
^ ^ F i f t e e n t h  C ensus  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s : 1930 P o p u l a t i o n .
V o l .  I I ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . :  U .S .  G overnm en t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  p p .
1 4 8 - 1 4 9 .
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l i v e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  make c l e a r  w h e t h e r  he was 
t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  o r  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  f i g u r e s  f o r  b o t h  d e c a d e s  a r e  
l i s t e d  h e r e .  Though M c G i l l  was a p p a r e n t l y  o f f  a few p e r  c e n t ,  he p r o b ­
a b l y  was  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  l a r g e  number  o f  N e g r o e s  i n  t h e  
S o u t h :
T o t a l  number  o f  N e g ro e s  N e g ro e s  i n 8 ^ % %
D a te  ( B u re a u  o f  Census ' )  t h e  S o u t h  (BC) (BC) M c G i l l
1930 1 1 , 8 9 1 , 14367 9 , 3 6 1 , 5 7 7  79 72
1940  1 2 , 8 6 5 , 9 1 4 68 9 , 9 0 4 , 6 1 9  76 o r
1950 1 5 , 0 4 4 , 93768 1 0 , 2 2 5 , 4 0 7  68 72
M c G i l l  c i t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e  f i g u r e s  i n  a  t h i r d  i n s t a n c e ,  t h i s  t i m e  
t o  show how t h e  m e d i a n  a g e  o f  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  be e v e n  
lo w e r  i n  y e a r s  t o  come. Compare t h e  d a t a  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  B u re a u  o f  
C ensus  w i t h  t h o s e  d i s c u s s e d  by M c G i l l :
6 7 I b i d . . p .  32 .
68 B u re a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  S t a t i s t i c a 1 A b s t r a c t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s . 8 6 t h  e d i t i o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . :  U .S .  G o v e rn m en t  P r i n t i n g
O f f i c e ,  1965 ,  p .  2 6 .
^ B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s . C o l o n i a l  Times  t o  1 9 5 7 . W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . :  U .S .  G ove rnm en t
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  p .  12.
1967 » 30 y e a r s  o r  l e s s  
1972 ■ 25 y e a r s  o r  l e s s
1967 ■ 30 y e a r s  o r  l e s s  
1972 * 25 y e a r s  o r  l e s s
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B u r e a u  o f  C e n s u s  P r e d i c t i o n s ^ ®  M c G i l l ' s  D a t e s
M ed ia n  Age o f  B o th  S e x e s  and  S t a t i s t i c s
S e r i e s  A 
(H ig h  f e r t i l i t y )
1965 -  2 7 . 8  y e a r s
1970 = 2 6 . 4  y e a r s
1975 = 2 5 . 9  y e a r s
S e r i e s  D 
(Low f e r t i l i t y ' )
1965 = 2 8 . 1  y e a r s
1970 = 2 7 . 4  y e a r s
1975 » 2 7 . 5  y e a r s
I n  summary,  M c G i l l ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  n o t e s ,  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y
upon  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  s u p p o r t .  Though h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  w ere  n o t  e x a c t ,
t h e y  w ere  n o t  t o o  f a r  o f f  and  d i d  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  a  r e l i a b l e  t r e n d .
A l t h o u g h  h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  how many p e r s o n s  l e f t  t h e  S o u t h  was f a r  be low
t h e  c o r r e c t  f i g u r e ,  e v e n  h e r e  he was c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  h i s  e s t i m a t e  and
p r o b a b l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  w ere  on  t h e  move.
I n f e r e n c e s
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t a t i s t i c s ,  M c G i l l  t r i e d  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  c o n t e n ­
t i o n s  w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  w h ic h  wou ld  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  
R e l y i n g  on p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  M c G i l l  c i t e d  e x a m p l e s  o f  h i s  t o u r s  i n  
c i t y  s l u m s .  He a l s o  d rew  i n f e r e n c e s  f rom g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  c a u s a l  
r e a s o n i n g ,  and  a n a l o g i e s .
^®Bureau o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  P o p u l a t i o n  E s t l m a t e , S e r i e s  P - 2 5 ,  No. 
2 8 6 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . :  U .S .  G overnm en t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  J u l y ,  1964 ,
p p .  7 - 8 .
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E x a m p l e s . M c G i l l  c h o s e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  t o  p r o v e  h i s  c o n t e n ­
t i o n  t h a t  m i g r a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  had  a f f e c t e d  t h e  u r b a n  
c e n t e r s .  I f  one as sum ed  t h a t  M c G i l l ' s  s t a t i s t i c s  w e re  v a l i d ,  h i s  a n a l ­
y s i s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o  p r o b a b l y  was  c o n v i n c i n g .  
H owever ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  wou ld  h a v e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  h i s  a r g u m e n t  had  he 
s u p p l i e d  d a t a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c i t i e s  named.  I n s t e a d ,  he 
g e n e r a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  same p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d  found  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  a l s o  
was  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s ;
One e x a m p le  w i l l  d o ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  o f  San F r a n c i s c o ,  
t h e  g r e a t  c o s m o p o l i t a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and  w i t h  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f ound  i t s e l f  i n  1940,  ' 3 8  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  a b o u t  5 , 0 0 0  N e g r o e s .  The w ar  was en d e d  i t  was somewhere 
n e a r e r  6 0 , 0 0 0 .  B o s t o n . C h i c a g o . D e t r o i t . P i t t s b u r g . Tacom a ,
S e a t t l e . A t l a n t a . A11 o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h i s  was t h e  s t o r y .
G e n e r a l i z a t i o n . M c G i l l  u s e d  t h r e e  u n s u p p o r t e d  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
i n  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  i d e a s .  U n l e s s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  r e s p e c t e d  M c G i l l  eno u g h
t o  b e l i e v e  h im  on h i s  own m e r i t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t e n t i o n s  may h ave
s u f f e r e d  f rom  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t .  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  made b o l d  c l a i m s  w i t h o u t  
u s e  o f  s u p p o r t ;
We s e e  . . .  i n  my r e g i o n  . . .  so  many p e o p l e  who n e v e r  had  
a c h a n c e  a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  who n e v e r  had  a c h a n c e  a t  s k i l l s ,  who 
n e v e r  h a d  a c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n  t o  be a v o t e r ,  who n e v e r  h a d  a
c h a n c e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  . . . com munity  a f f a i r s  and  l e a r n
s o m e t h i n g  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  . . .
A s e c o n d  e x a m p le  o f  u n s u p p o r t e d  a s s e r t i o n  was  M c G i l l ' s  s t a t e ­
men t  t h a t  "we h ave  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h i s  t i m e  o f  s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n  how v e r y  
w ide  t h e  g u l f  i s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  some o f  o u r  i n n e r - c i t y  s i t u a ­
t i o n s ,  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s .  We know t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  o f  t a x  s u p p o r t . "  
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  a s sum e  many o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w o u ld  know
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o f  some o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  he l i s t e d ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  
more  c o n v i n c i n g  had  he  b e e n  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t .
A t h i r d  u s e  o f  u n s u p p o r t e d  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  was  M c G i l l ' s  p e r ­
s o n a l  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h r e e  p r o f e s s i o n s  ( j o u r n a l i s m ,  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  
c h u r c h )  had g e n e r a l l y  done  p o o r l y  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s o c i e t y .
Not o n l y  d i d  he g i v e  no  e v i d e n c e ,  he made no s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  w ha t  
t h o s e  a g e n t s  s h o u l d  be d o i n g .
C a n s a l  r e a s o n i n g . M c G i l l  f o l l o w e d  a p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  d e v e l ­
opm e n t ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he hoped  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  w h a t  c a u s e d  e x i s t i n g  
p r o b l e m s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  M c G i l l ,  m ov ing  f rom  c a u s e  t o  e f f e c t ,  t r i e d  
t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  m i g r a t i o n  o f  u n s k i l l e d  and  u n e d u c a t e d  
w o r k e r s  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  c a u s e d  s o c i a l  e v i l s .  He p r o b a b l y  made i t  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  S o u t h ' s  c h a n g i n g  economy and  W or ld  War I I  had  c a u s e d  m i g r a ­
t i o n ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  was t o o  v a g u e  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  p r o b le m s  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t .
Ana l o g y . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x a m p l e s ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  and  c a u s a l
r e a s o n i n g ,  t h e r e  was  a f o u r t h  t y p e  i n f e r e n c e ,  a n a l o g y .  M c G i l l
s e l e c t e d  a  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  a d j u s t
t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number  o f  y o u t h ,  J u s t  a s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  had  d o n e ;
e d u c a t i o n  was com pared  w i t h  c o s m e t i c s ,  and e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .
W e 've  s e e n  two m a g a z i n e s ,  s u p p o r t e d  by t e e n a g e r s ,  S e v e n t e e n . 
M a d e m o i s e l l e ; we h a v e  w a t c h e d  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
become w e a l t h y ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c l o t h i n g ,  c o s m e t i c s  f o r  t e e n ­
a g e r s ,  a n d  y e t  we h ave  p a i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w ha t  
i m p a c t  t h i s  w i l l  h a v e  on p o l i t i c s  . . .  on e d u c a t i o n  . . .  on 
t h e  c h u r c h .
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A m p l i f i c a t i o n . I n  conce r t  w i t h  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and  p r o o f ,  M c G i l l  
had  two m e th o d s  o f  a m p l i f y i n g  h i s  i d e a s ,  q u o t a t i o n s  and  r h e t o r i c a l  
q u e s t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  q u o t e d  one o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  s a y i n g s ,  u s i n g  
t h e  p a s s a g e  t o  p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  a s  a man o f  h u m i l i t y  and  a l s o  t o  e x t e n d  
h i s  i d e a :  " L o r d ,  g i v e  me t h i s  d a y  my d a i l y  i d e a  and  f o r g i v e  me t h e  
one  I  had  y e s t e r d a y  ( l a u g h t e r ) . "
S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l  u s e d  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  
p o i n t s .  Q u e s t i o n s  u s e d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  p r o b a b l y  w e r e  e f f e c ­
t i v e  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  c o n s i d e r  M c G i l l ' s  c o n t e n t i o n :
" .  . . w e  c a n  w o n d e r  w h a t  c h a n g e s  w i l l  h a p p e n  t o  u s  i n  t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  
y e a r s  a h e a d .  W i l l  t h e y  be a s  much? W i l l  t h e y  be a s  g r e a t ?  What a r e  
we g o i n g  t o  do  . .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  c h o s e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  a i d  i n  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  
p r o o f ,  and  a m p l i f i c a t i o n .  D e s c r i p t i o n  and  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  p r o b ­
a b l y  w e re  e f f e c t i v e ,  b u t  s t a t i s t i c s  and  i n f e r e n c e s  w e re  u s e d  r e c k l e s s ­
l y .  A l s o ,  f a i l u r e  t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  p i e c e m e a l  d a t a  w i t h  m a in  p o i n t s ,  and  
w i t h  a p r o p o s i t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  s e r i o u s l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  a b i l i t y  
t o  c o n n e c t  M c G i l l ' s  fo rm s  o f  s u p p o r t  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  th e m e .
M o t iv e  A p p e a l s
E f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r s  u s u a l l y  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  
n e e d s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  g o a l s ,  and  b e l i e f s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e .  M c G i l l  
t r i e d  t o  show how t h e  d e l e g a t e s  c o u l d  be o f  b e n e f i t  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e y  had  t o  e x e r c i s e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  how h i s  p r o p o s a l  w ou ld  
l e a d  t o  f a i r  p l a y ,  and  how t h e  e d u c a t o r s  c o u l d  I n c r e a s e  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  
p o s s e s s i o n s .
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B e n e f i t  t o  o t h e r s . T h r o u g h o u t  M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s ,  he  c o n v e y e d
t h e  a t t i t u d e  and  b e l i e f  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  h a d  t o  be done  t o  h e l p  p e r s o n s
i n  n e e d .  N e a r  t h e  end  o f  h i s  s p e e c h ,  he p u t  t h i s  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  fo rm
o f  a n  a p p e a l ,  u s i n g  Buch lo a d e d  t e r m s  a s  " c h i l d r e n "  and " s a c r i f i c e "  t o
d r a m a t i z e  h i s  p o i n t :
. . . t h e  g r e a t  J o b  i s  t h e r e .  A g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  
many a r e a s  h ave  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  v e r y  p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f
s c h o o l s .  T h i s  h a s  r e a c h e d  up i n t o  t h e  i n n e r - c i t i e s , so
c a l l e d ,  o f  m os t  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  
i t ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i t  i s  t h e r e .  And i t  t h r i l l s  me,  and e x c i t e s  
me,  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s ,  a n d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
a t  l e a s t ,  i s  a w a re  o f  i t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n ,  I  b e l i e v e  and 
h o p e ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h a s  t h i s  on i t s  c o n s c i e n c e .
O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a d . A s e c o n d  a p p e a l  was a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  m a j o r  b u r d e n  b r o u g h t  on  by s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  Be 
c a u s e  M c G i l l  i s  u s u a l l y  h e s i t a n t  t o  make a  d i r e c t  s u g g e s t i o n  o r  c r i t ­
i c i s m ,  he p l a c e d  h i m s e l f  on t h e  s i d e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e :
And I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  s h o u l d  be
p u t  on e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be p u t  t h e r e .
I  d o n ' t  know how we w i l l  do  i t ,  how you w i l l  do  i t ,  u n l e s s
you c o u l d  . . . somehow summon up more  h e l p  . . . a n d  I  hope  
t h a t  somehow e d u c a t i o n  c a n  s p e e d  up t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c c e p t a n c e
o f  w h a t  m u s t  be done  . , .
M c G i l l ,  n e a r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  h i s  o r a t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  b a s i c
a p p e a l  f o r  a c t i o n  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p :
. . . i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be p u t  more a n d  more  u p o n  y o u r  s h o u l d e r s
. . . and  my, I  w o n d e r  and  hope  w h e t h e r  you  w i l l ,  and  I  hope
and  p r a y  you w i l l  h a v e  en o u g h  h e l p .
S e n s e  o f  f a i r  p l a y . M c G i l l  a l s o  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i t o r s '  
s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p l a y ,  c a r e f u l l y  w o r d i n g  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  c o v e r  d i f f i r -  
e n t  s t a n d a r d s  u p o n  w h ic h  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o u l d  d e c i d e  i n  t h e i r  own mind
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w h e t h e r  s o m e t h i n g  w ere  r i g h t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  M c G i l l  was s a y i n g  t h a t
s e g r e g a t i o n  was  wrong w h e t h e r  one j u d g e d  i t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  e t h i c a l ,
s p i r i t u a l ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  c r i t e r i a :
. . . we s e e  . . . w ha t  a g r e a t  w e i g h t  a n d  b u r d e n  t h i s  p o l i c y  
o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  p u t  u p o n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  and  . . . t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .  . . .  I  hope  t h a t  somehow e d u c a t i o n  c a n  
s p e e d  up  t h e  p r o c e s s  . . .  o f  w ha t  m u s t  be d o n e ,  m o r a l l y ,  
r e l i g i o u s l y ,  i f  you  w an t  t o  p u t  i t  t h a t  way ,  and  l e g a l l y  . . .
O w n e r s h i p . M c G i l l ' s  f o u r t h  m o t i v e  a p p e a l  b e n e f i t e d  f rom  t h e  
a u d i e n c e ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o f i t .  M c G i l l  had  b e e n  s p e a k i n g  f o r  
more t h a n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s ,  a b l e  o n l y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  one o v e r t  b u r s t  o f  
l a u g h t e r .  T h e n ,  d r a w i n g  f rom t h e  a t t i t u d e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and  g o a l s  o f  
h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  M c G i l l  spoke  one b r i e f  s e n t e n c e  w h ic h  s t r u c k  a n e r v e .
He d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  c o n c e r n i n g  h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s ,  
b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e  a u d i e n c e  d i d  t h a t  f o r  
h im .  A p e r s o n  s i m p l y  r e a d i n g  M c G i l l ' s  t e x t ,  p r o b a b l y  w ou ld  n e v e r  
g u e s s  w h a t  a n  im m e d i a t e  and  m e a n i n g f u l  r e s p o n s e  he g o t  when he s a i d :
" I t  seems t o  me t h a t  we o u g h t  t o  b e g i n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t a x e s  a r e  t h e  p r i c e  
you  pay  f o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  A n d - - ( a p p l a u s e ) "
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was e f f e c t i v e  w i t h  h i s  m o t i v e  
a p p e a l s .  H is  e m p h a s i s  was upon  how t h e  d e l e g a t e s  c o u l d  be o f  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  He v i s u a l i z e d  f o r  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h e  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t h e y  had  t o  make a n  i m p r e s s i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  s o c i e t y .  Had he b e e n  
a b l e  t o  l i n k  h i s  theme more  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  and  n e e d  
f o r  money ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  w o u ld  have  b e e n  e v e n  more  s u c c e s s f u l .
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S p e a k e r  C r e d l b l l l t y
4
W h e t h e r  members o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a c c e p t e d  M c G i l l  a s  a r e l i a b l e  
s o u r c e ,  p r o b a b l y  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  him b e f o r e  t h e  
s p e e c h  a n d  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  w h a t  he s a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  t a l k .  D e l e g a t e s  
had  a t  l e a s t  two s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  M c G i l l  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
a d d r e s s ,  t h e  O f f i c i a l  P ro g ra m  and  P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n .
The P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e d  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  l i s t  o f  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  M c G i l l ' s  t r a v e l s ,  n e w s p a p e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s .  
H owever ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  p r o b a b l y  was t h e  s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  
M c G i l l ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  "young  p e o p l e - - t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  and  f u t u r e "  and 
h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  " o n  v a r i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s . "  The s e c o n d  
s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  was B a t c h e l d e r ' s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n .  A f t e r  r e m i n d i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  i n  t h e  
P r o g r a m , B a t c h e l d e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  M c G i l l  was  n o t  o n l y  E m e r s o n ' s  "Man 
T h i n k i n g "  b u t  a l s o  a  man i n  a c t i o n ,  a  m o d e l  f o r  a l l  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  t o  e m u l a t e .  B e f o r e  M c G i l l  s p o k e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  e d u c a ­
t o r s  w e re  q u i t e  a w a re  o f  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l s ,  n e w s p a p e r  w o r k ,  i m p r e s ­
s i v e  a w a r d s ,  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  u n l e s s  a d e l e g a t e  
d i s l i k e d  M c G i l l  a l r e a d y ,  he p r o b a b l y  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f rom 
s u c h  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s o u t h e r n e r .
M c G i l l ’ s a b i l i t y  a s  a  s p e a k e r  s h o u l d  be d e t e r m i n e d  on t h e  b a s i s  
o f  w h a t  he  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  s p e e c h  t o  a i d  h i s  own c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  
m in d s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  C r e d i b i l i t y  c a n  be d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  h e a d ­
i n g s ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and  good  w i l l .
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C h a r a c t e r
An o r a t o r ' s  s u c c e s s  d e p e n d s  i n  p a r t  upon  w h a t  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  
t h i n k  a b o u t  him a s  a  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e .  To p o r t r a y  h i m s e l f  a s  a man o f  
i n t e g r i t y ,  M c G i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  he was humble  
a n d  t h a t  he had  b e n e f i t e d  f rom  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .
H u m i l i t y . A p p a r e n t l y  t h i n k i n g  i t  wou ld  n o t  be  e a s y  t o  s p e a k  
a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  t o  d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  NEA, M c G i l l  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  p i c t u r e  h i m s e l f  a s  a humble  w r i t e r .  The f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e ­
m e n t s  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  s e e  M c G i l l  a s  a man o f  good 
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h u s  a  b e l i e v a b l e  s o u r c e .
F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s  i n  and  r e s p e c t  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  j o u r n a l i s t s  w ou ld  d o  w e l l  t o  s e r v e  a s  e d u c a ­
t o r s .  He was c a r e f u l  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  he w o u ld  n o t  be so  
b o l d  a s  t o  c l a i m  t h e  r o l e  o f  a n  e d u c a t o r :
I  h a v e  a  f e e l i n g  a l w a y s  t h a t  a r e s p o n s i b l e  n e w s p a p e r  w r i t e r  
. . .  o r  e d i t o r i a l  c o l u m n i s t  i s  i n  some s e n s e  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  
r o l e  o f  a  t e a c h e r .  I  am n o t  s a y i n g  t h e y  a r e  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  
t h a t  t h e y  f i l l  a  somewhat  s i m i l a r  r o l e ,  i n  t h a t  w ha t  t h e y  
w r i t e ,  I  t h i n k ,  s h o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i n q u i r y ,  more 
r e a d i n g ,  more  s t u d y ,  a s e e k i n g  f o r  more  i n f o r m a t i o n  . . .
M c G i l l ' s  s e c o n d  a t t e m p t  t o  p i c t u r e  h i m s e l f  a s  a b e l i e v a b l e
s o u r c e  came when he s t a t e d  a g a i n  t h a t  he w ou ld  n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  be a n
e d u c a t o r ,  b u t  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n :
. . .  X wou ld  n o t  h ave  you  t h i n k  t h a t  I  am p r e s u m p t u o u s  
e n o u g h  t o  s t a n d  h e r e  i n  a n y - - w i t h  a n y  i d e a  t h a t  I  am a n  
e d u c a t o r  o r  t h a t  I  r e a l l y  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n .
I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e  t o  my h e a r t  a n d  i n t e r e s t s ;
I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I  h a v e  t r a v e l e d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  v i s i t i n g  s c h o o l s  and  t r y i n g  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  p r o b ­
lems and  t o  l e a r n  them .
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At t h e  c l o s e  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  M c G i l l  r e p e a t e d  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
he  r e a l l y  had  no  a n s w e r s ,  b u t  was o n l y  a  humble  w r i t e r  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a 
few a n s w e r s .  B e c a u s e  M c G i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  p i c t u r e  
h i m s e l f  a s  a f r i e n d ,  i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  s e e k i n g  ways  t o  p r o g r e s s ,  h i s  
a u d i e n c e  p r o b a b l y  was  more  r e c e p t i v e :  " A g a i n ,  I ,  I ' m  h e r e  a s  j u s t  a
w o r k i n g  n e w s p a p e r  man.  I  d o n ' t  know t h e  a n s w e r s .  I  c a n ' t  f i n d  them 
y e t ,  I  k e e p  l o o k i n g  . .
M c G i l l  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  h u m i l i t y  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  f a s h i o n ,
by c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  own r e g i o n ,  s t a t e ,  and  p r o f e s s i o n .  The a u d i e n c e
p r o b a b l y  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  i f  M c G i l l  w e re  o b j e c t i v e  e n o u g h  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e
S o u t h ,  G e o r g i a ,  and  j o u r n a l i s m ,  he  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d  be  b e l i e v e d  when he
t a c k l e d  o t h e r  i s s u e s :
We s e e  now t h a t  i n  my r e g i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  e x p o r t e d  so  much,  so  
many p e o p l e  who n e v e r  had  a c h a n c e  a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  who n e v e r  
h a d  a c h a n c e  a t  s k i l l s ,  who n e v e r  had  a c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n  t o  
be  a v o t e r  . . .
. . . a b o u t  f o r t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  my 
s t a t e  . . . c a n  n o t  p r e p a r e  a  y o u n g s t e r  t o  g e t  i n t o  G e o r g i a  
T ec h  b e c a u s e  . . . t h e y  d o n ' t  o f f e r  t h e  a d v a n c e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  
m a th  o r  t h e  a d v a n c e d  c h e m i s t r y  . . .
I  w o n d e r  i n  my own p r o f e s s i o n  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  h a s  d o n e ,  on  t h e  
w h o l e ,  a v e r y  p o o r  j o b  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ,  w i t h  
c e r t a i n  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s .
P e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s . M c G i l l ,  when a d d r e s s i n g  members o f  t h e  
NEA, f o l l o w e d  h i s  u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e  o f  r e l y i n g  on f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  many o f  t h e  a u d i t o r s  p r o b a b l y  w e re  more  w i l l i n g  t o  
b e l i e v e  M c G i l l ,  s i n c e  he had  a c t u a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  much o f  w h a t  he  d i s ­
c u s s e d .  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  l e t  i t  be known t h a t  he  knew h i s  way a r o u n d  
among r e p u t a b l e  s c h o l a r s :  " I  remember  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n
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T o y n b e e ,  when he  came t o  my c i t y  on a v i s i t . "
S e c o n d ,  n o t i c e  how M c G i l l  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e m i n d e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s
o f  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  d u r i n g  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  S o u t h :
I  c a n  remember  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l  d e c a d e .  , . . But  I  c a n  
remember how t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r  and  t e n a n t  c a b i n s  
e m p t i e d .  . . .  1 saw t h e  o t h e r s ,  many o f  them . . .  1
remember  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  p o i s o n  c o t t o n .  . . . And I  
remember  w a t c h i n g  t h e  l a b o r  r e c r u i t e r s  . . . n e v e r  h a v e  I  
w i t n e s s e d  s u c h  a  m i g r a t i o n .  . . .  I  r emember  one o f  o u r  
w r i t e r s  . . .
A t h i r d  e x a m p le  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  was M c G i l l ' s  e f f o r t  t o
r e v e a l  h i s  c o m p e te n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  c i t y  l i f e :
. . .  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  I  h ave  s p e n t  some t i m e  
and  w eek s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s  a n d  s e e i n g  w h a t  i s  h a p ­
p e n i n g  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  Not bad  p e o p l e ,  some b a d  p e o p l e  . . . 
t h e y  a r e ,  w h i t e ,  N e g r o ,  g r e a t  w h i t e  s lu m s  t o o ,  1 5 ,  2 0 , 0 0 0  i n  
one  1 h a v e  i n  mind  . . .
A f o u r t h  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  was  m e n t i o n e d  i n  M c G i l l ' s  s t o c k
p a r a g r a p h  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  S o u t h e r n  b i r t h r i g h t ,  r e m i n d i n g  h i s  l i s t e n e r s
why he s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a u t h o r i t y  on S o u t h e r n  i s s u e s :
. . .  a s  a S o u t h e r n e r ,  b o r n  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  i n  A t l a n t a ,
G e o r g i a  f o r  3 7 ,  a l m o s t  37 v e a r a  now, I ' v e  known n o t h i n g  
e l s e ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  b i r t h r i g h t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  b u t  t h e  S o u t h .
I  h a v e  a  g r e a t  lo v e  f o r  t h a t  r e g i o n .
I n t e l l i g e n c e
A speaker's ability to handle complicated issues and factual in­
formation is also an index of his credibility. An audience is more 
apt to believe an orator who appears to know what he is talking about. 
McGill's use of supporting materials and his treatment of organisation, 
two indices of his good sense, have been discussed above. However, 
his general ability to handle those canons should be noted here. If
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M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e  assum ed  h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  be v a l i d ,  t h e y  
p r o b a b l y  w e re  I m p r e s s e d  by h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  c i t e  n um be rs  w i t h o u t  n o t e s .  
H owever ,  t h o s e  few e d u c a t o r s  who may h ave  r e c o g n i z e d  M c G i l l ' s  a p p r o x i ­
m a te  f i g u r e s  m i g h t  h a v e  q u e s t i o n e d  some o f  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s .
O r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  a f f e c t e d  M c G i l l ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a man o f  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o o .  B e c a u se  he d i d  n o t  l i m i t  h i s  s u b j e c t  c a r e f u l l y  and  
b e c a u s e  he r a m b l e d ,  M c G i l l  may n o t  h ave  i m p r e s s e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  a s  
much a s  he m i g h t  h a v e  w i t h  a w e l l  c o n c e i v e d  m e s s a g e .
M c G i l l " s  a b i l i t y  t o  c i t e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  t o  r e l a t e  
t h o s e  e x a m p le s  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  c o n ­
s i d e r  h im a w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  s p e a k e r .
Good W i l l
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  good w i l l  by  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  im ­
p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n  and  a u d i e n c e ,  by t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  and  by c o m p l i m e n t i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
M c G i l l  b e g a n  q u i t e  i m p r e s s i v e l y ,  t e l l i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  o f  t h e
h i g h  e s t e e m  he had  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  and  a s s o c i a t i o n :
P r e s i d e n t  B a t c h e l d e r ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  l a d l e s  
and  g e n t l e m e n .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p r e s i d e n t ' s  g r a c i o u s  i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n .  I  m us t  s a y  t o  you i n  a l l  c a n d o r  t h a t  I  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s p e a k i n g  t o  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h i s  
c o n v e n t i o n  more t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  i n v i t a t i o n  I  h a v e  h a d .
S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l  u s e d  a p e r s o n a l  n o t e  i n  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  o f  h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  i n c r e a s e d  
M c G i l l ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m in d s  o f  h i s  a u d i t o r s ,  s i n c e  i t  c e r t a i n l y  
c a s t  M c G i l l  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  an  a l l y :
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When I  was a boy  o f  a b o u t  e l e v e n  my f a t h e r  who had  moved 
f rom a  f a rm  i n  n o r t h  o f  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  T e n n e s s e e  . . . when 
h i s  f i r s t  two c h i l d r e n  w e re  b o r n  t o  g e t  w here  t h e r e  was 
f s i c ] some s c h o o l s .  He h a d - - T h a t  g e n e r a t i o n  had  a g r e a t  
p a s s i o n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  a r e s p e c t  and  a n  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  
i t  w h ic h  he t r a n s m i t t e d  a s  b e s t  he  c o u l d  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n .
F i n a l l y ,  M c G i l l  r e c o g n i z e d  p r o g r e s s  w h ic h  had  b e e n  made i n  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f u r t h e r  f c  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  and p r o b a b l y  c a u s i n g  them t o  be more r e c e p t i v e  t o  h i s  
p r o p o s a l s :  "And i t  t h r i l l s  me,  and e x c i t e s  me,  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s ,  and  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a t  l e a s t ,  i s  a w are  o f  i t  . .
I n  summary,  o t h e r  t h a n  h i s  c a r e l e s s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  c o n v i n c i n g  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t h a t  he 
was a c r e d i b l e  s o u r c e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  d i d  he seem a p t  a t  p r e s e n t i n g  h im ­
s e l f  a s  a g e n t l e m a n  o f  m o d e s t y ,  h u m i l i t y ,  and  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  p r o g r e s s .  H owever ,  i n a c c u r a t e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  p o o r  s t r u c t u r e ,  and 
s e v e r e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  p r o b a b l y  l i m i t e d  M c G i l l ' s  c r e d i ­
b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m inds  o f  many d e l e g a t e s  and  g u e s t s .
D e l i v e r y
M c G i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  o b v i o u s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i m s e l f  by s p e a k ­
i n g  t o  a b o u t  6 , 5 0 0  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  m a n u s c r i p t .
To d e t e r m i n e  how e f f e c t i v e l y  M c G i l l  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  
w i l l  c o n s i d e r  h i s  m e th o d  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  h i s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  w h i l e  
s p e a k i n g ,  and  h i s  v o c a l  a c t i v i t y .
Method o f  D e l i v e r y
M c G i l l  em p loyed  an  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  mode o f  d e l i v e r y ,  u s i n g  no 
n o t e s .  R e l y i n g  s t r i c t l y  on memory,  M c G i l l  r e p e a t e d  t h e  same b a s i c
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i d e a s ,  q u o t a t i o n s ,  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and l a n g u a g e  he had  u s e d  on 
a t  l e a s t  two e a r l i e r  o c c a s i o n s .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  s p e e c h ,  t h i s  
w r i t e r  a s k e d  t o  s e e  M c G i l l ' s  n o t e s  and  he  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he had u s e d  n o n e .  
When a s k e d  why he had  g l a n c e d  down a few t i m e s ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was 
t o  c h e c k  h i s  w a t c h .
P h y s i c a l  A s p e c t s  o f  D e l i v e r y
M c G i l l  s t o o d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  a w ide  s t a g e  and  l o o k e d  d i r e c t l y  
a t  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  P e r s o n s  s e a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  huge c o n v e n t i o n  h a l l  
h e a r d  him a l l  t h e  t i m e  he  t a l k e d .  What p a r t  d i d  M c G i l l ' s  p h y s i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  p l a y  i n  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  o r a t i o n ?
G e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e . When M c G i l l  spoke  b e f o r e  t h e  NEA c o n v e n ­
t i o n ,  he was w e l l - g r o o m e d ,  s m a r t l y  a t t i r e d ,  a n d ,  f o r  a man s i x t y - n i n e  
y e a r s  o l d ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  good p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .
M c G i l l  was a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  As c a n  be 
s e e n  i n  F i g u r e  5 ,  he wore  a l i g h t ,  s t r i p e d  c o a t  a n d ,  l i k e  P r e s i d e n t  
B a t c h e l d e r ,  a b l a c k  bow t i e ,  w h i t e  s h i r t ,  and  r e d  c a r n a t i o n .  H is  h a i r  
was f r e s h l y  c u t  and  he a p p e a r e d  f r e s h  and  c l e a n ,  a s  i f  j u s t  e m e r g in g  
f rom a h o t  s h o w e r .  M c G i l l ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  i m p r e s s e d  one a s  i f  he  w e re  
a l e r t  a n d  r e a d y  t o  s p e a k .  He a p p e a r e d  t o  be  w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d  p h y s i ­
c a l l y ,  s t o c k i l y  b u i l t  and  q u i t e  m a s c u l i n e .
B o d i l y  A c t i o n s
M c G i l l  u s e d  l i t t l e  b o d i l y  a c t i v i t y  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  h i s  
a u d i e n c e .  T h i s  w r i t e r  r e c o r d e d  M c G i l l ' s  m o v e m en ts ,  and was  i m p r e s s e d  
w i t h  how l i t t l e  he a c t u a l l y  g e s t u r e d  and  moved a b o u t .  He d i d  n o t  move
Figure 5
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h i s  f e e t  a t  a l l ,  r e m a i n i n g  i n  one p o s i t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  l a r g e  r o s t r u m  
and  m i c r o p h o n e .
M cGil l  u s u a l l y  l o o k e d  s t r a i g h t  a h e a d ,  t u r n i n g  h i e  h ead  t o  t h e  
r i g h t ,  t h e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  l e f t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  one p o i n t ,  and  l o o k i n g  t o  
h i s  r i g h t - f r o n t  o n l y  once  o r  t w i c e  ( F i g u r e  5 ) .  He a p p e a r e d  t o  be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  a s  i f  he had  b e e n  
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a l k  " r i g h t  i n t o "  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e .  B eca u se  o f  t h i s ,  he 
g e n e r a l l y  i g n o r e d  a b o u t  two h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  s i t t i n g  i n  s m a l l  s e c t i o n s  t o  
h i s  I m m e d ia t e  r i g h t  and  l e f t .  A l s o ,  he  l o o k e d  o n l y  onc^ o r  t w i c e  a t  
1 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  s i t t i n g  i n  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  l e f t - f r o n t ,  and  t h e  same 
number  t o  h i s  r i g h t - f r o n t .  I f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was a c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  l o o k ­
i n g  a t  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  and  b e i n g  h e a r d ,  M c G i l l  made t h e  w i s e r  c h o i c e  by 
f a c i n g  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e .  M c G i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  seemed t o  be s t u c k  i n  one 
p o s i t i o n  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  s i n c e  p e r s o n s  s p e a k i n g  b e f o r e  h im  moved f r e e l y  
and  w ere  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  D u r i n g  a b o u t  f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  
M c G i l l ' s  p h y s i c a l  p o s i t i o n  was e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t  shown i n  F i g u r e  6 .
What g e s t u r e s  d i d  t h i s  w r i t e r  o b s e r v e ?  I n  one I n s t a n c e ,  M c G i l l  
e x t e n d e d  h i s  r i g h t  arm t o  h i s  r i g h t - f r o n t ,  a c o u p l e  o f  I n c h e s  ab o v e  
t h e  r o s t r u m ,  pa lm u p ,  and  m a s s i v e  f i n g e r s  o u t - s t r e t c h e d  to w a rd  t h e  
c e l l i n g  and  c u r v e d  i n  a r e l a x e d  m a n n e r ,  a s  i f  h o l d i n g  a s o f t b a l l .  On 
one o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  he  e m p h a s i z e d  a p o i n t  by e x t e n d i n g  b o t h  a rm s  and  
h a n d s  i n  t h e  m anner  J u s t  d e s c r i b e d .  T h e n ,  t o  f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e  a 
p o i n t ,  M c G i l l ,  h i s  r i g h t  arm e x t e n d e d  t o  h i s  r i g h t - f r o n t ,  a c o u p l e  o f  
i n c h e s  ab o v e  t h e  r o s t r u m ,  c l e n c h e d  h i s  f i s t ;  he  d i d  n o t  s h a k e  n o r  move 
h i s  f i s t  i n  an y w ay .  T h i s  c l e n c h e d  f i s t  came when M c G i l l  s t a t e d ,  " I ,  I
Figure 6
P r o f i l e  o f  M c G i l l  S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n
288
w i s h  we c o u l d  t a k e  o u r  m inds  o f f  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  . . . "
M cG i l l  p r o b a b l y  u s e d  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  e f f e c t i v e l y  ( f o r  t h o s e  
p e r s o n s  c l o s e  en o u g h  t o  s e e ) ,  r e v e a l i n g  d e e p  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  t o p i c .
He wou ld  w r i n k l e  h i s  b row ,  t h e n  c l o s e  h i s  e y e s  p a r t i a l l y  t o  e m p h a s i z e  
a n  i d e a ,  r e m a i n i n g  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  i n  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  mood. O n ly  i n  one 
o r  two I n s t a n c e s  d i d  M c G i l l  s m i l e ,  when he m e n t i o n e d  t h e  way " n a t i o n a l  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s "  had  "become w e a l t h y ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c l o t h i n g "  and  " c o s ­
m e t i c s  f o r  t e e n a g e r s . "
V o ice
One o f  t h e  n o t i c e a b l e  a s p e c t s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t o r y  i s  h i s  v o i c e .  
P e r s o n s  who h ave  h e a r d  M c G i l l  s p e a k  o f t e n  comment upon  h i s  r a s p y  v o c a l  
a c t i v i t y .  H is  v o i c e  a c t i v i t y  p r o b a b l y  had  s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  way 
t h e  NEA a u d i e n c e  r e s p o n d e d ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  i s  a n a l y z e d  h e r e .
Q u a l i t y . M c G i l l ' s  v o i c e  q u a l i t y  p r o b a b l y  was a t  i t s  b e s t  d u r ­
i n g  t h e  NEA s p e e c h .  He had  no c o l d ,  c o u g h ,  o r  l a r y n g i t i s ,  and  o n l y  
c l e a r e d  h i s  t h r o a t  once  o r  t w i c e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  h u s k y ,  r a s p y  
q u a l i t y  s o unded  more i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  t h a n  i r r i t a t i n g  o r  u n b e a r a b l e .
P i t c h . M c G i l l ' s  p i t c h ,  l i k e  h i s  v o i c e  q u a l i t y ,  s e t  h im a p a r t  
f rom  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s .  As d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  F o u r ,  M c G i l l  p r o l o n g s  
h i s  v o w e l s ,  g l i d i n g  f rom  a low t o  h i g h  l e v e l ,  t h e n  down a g a i n .  O r ,  he 
h o l d s  a v o w e l  on  one l e v e l  o f  p i t c h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s  NEA s p e e c h ,  
M c G i l l  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s o u n d s  by u s e  o f  e x a g g e r a t e d  p i t c h  
i n f l e c t i o n s :  g a v e ,  b u r n ,  r e v i e w ,  d e c a d e ,  g r e a t ,  move,  c u r v e d ,  a l l ,
s c h o o l s ,  f a i l e d ,  h e ,  m u l e ,  i m p r o v e d ,  T e n n e s s e e . c h o s e ,  and  now.
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M c G i l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  no  p r o b l e m  c o n t r o l l i n g  h i s  p i t c h  v a r i e t y ,  
a s  had  b e e n  t r u e  on  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s .  R a t h e r ,  h i s  i n f l e c t i o n  demon­
s t r a t e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  t o p i c ,  and  p r o b a b l y  made t h e  s p e e c h  more  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  a u d i e n c e .
R a t e . M c G i l l ' s  g e n e r a l  f l u e n c y  was  b e t t e r  d u r i n g  h i s  NEA 
p e r f o r m a n c e  t h a n  i n  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  s p e e c h e s  made a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
1959,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  r a t e  was more  u n i f o r m ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  c o h e r e n c e  o f  h i s  
i d e a s .  M c G i l l  moved a t  a v e r y  d e l i b e r a t e  p a c e ,  a n d  m os t  o f  t h e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  and  g u e s t s  p r o b a b l y  w ere  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  c h a i n  o f  t h o u g h t  w i t h ­
o u t  d i f f i c u l t y .  Some o f  M c G i l l ' s  p a u s e s  w ere  m e a n i n g f u l ,  b u t  o t h e r s  
w ere  t o o  long  and  s e r v e d  no  a p p a r e n t  p u r p o s e .
V olume. B e c a u s e  o f  a n  e f f i c i e n t  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  M c G i l l  
was p r o b a b l y  e a s i l y  h e a r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a r g e  h a l l .  P e r s o n s  s i t t i n g  
i n  t h e  r e a r  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h e y  had b e e n  a b l e  t o  h e a r  M c G i l l ,  b u t  n o t  
some o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s  who t a l k e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  w eek .  A l s o ,  M c G i l l ' s  
vo lume seemed v a r i e d ,  a s  i n  n o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s p e e c h ,  p r o b a b l y  c o n ­
t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
A r t i c u l a t i o n . D u r i n g  a  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  t a p e d  r e c o r d i n g  
o f  M c G i l l ' s  NEA o r a t i o n ,  t h i s  w r i t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  n o  s i g n  o f  M c G i l l ' s  i n ­
a b i l i t y  t o  fo rm s t a n d a r d  s o u t h e r n  s p e e c h  s o u n d s .  H owever ,  e d u c a t o r s  
g a t h e r e d  f rom  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  may h a v e  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  j u d g ­
ment .
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P r o n o u n c t a 1 1o n . W h i le  M c G i l l ' s  p r o n o u n c i a t i o n  was  g e n e r a l l y  
g o o d ,  t h e r e  w e re  i n s t a n c e s  o f  w h a t  m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  s u b s t a n d a r d  
S o u t h e r n  s p e e c h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  s a i d  " h a n l , "  i n s t e a d  o f  " h a n d l e , "  
a n d  " w h a t - a , "  i n  p l a c e  o f  " w h a t  d o  w e ; "  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h o s e  w o rd s  w e re  
n o t  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i z e d .
S t y l e
A s p e a k e r ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w ords  p r o b a b l y  d e t e r m i n e s  w h e t h e r  a n  a u d i ­
e n c e  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  m e s s a g e .  S i n c e  M c G i l l  c h o s e  t o
t a l k  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  t o  e d u c a t o r s ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  was  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  he 
p r e s e n t  h i s  i d e a s  i n  a f r e s h  s t y l e .  How e f f e c t i v e  M c G i l l  was w i l l  be 
d e t e r m i n e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  c l a r i t y  and  i m p r e s s i v e n e s s .
C l a r i t y
A s p e a k e r ' s  word  c h o i c e  s h o u l d  a i d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
h i s  i d e a s .  To d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  M c G i l l  was  p e r s p i c u o u s  when a d d r e s s i n g
t h e  NEA, h i s  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  be  j u d g e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  word c h o i c e  and 
s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e .
Word c h o i c e . T h r e e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
M c G i l l ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s :  command o f  l a n g u a g e ,  r e f e r e n t s ,  a n d  c o n c r e t e ­
n e s s .  I n  a few i n s t a n c e s ,  M c G i l l ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  word 
p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  h i s  p o i n t  t o  be  o b s c u r e .  The f i r s t  e x a m p le  o f  M c G i l l ' s  
p o o r  command o f  l a n g u a g e  came when he  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s t a t e  h i s  p u r p o s e .  
N o t i c e  how M c G i l l  c h a n g e d  h i s  mind t h r e e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  w ords  
o f  h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e n ,  he d i d  n o t  s t a t e  what  he hoped  t o  d o :  
" B u t  I  w a n te d  t o  t a l k - - I  w o n d e r - - !  remember  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n
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Toynbee . .
A second  example d e m o n s t r a t e s  how M c G i l l ' s  poor  word c h o ic e
p r o b a b l y  m i s l e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  Because  h i s  t h i n k i n g  and s p e a k in g  were
n o t  a lw ays  c o - o r d i n a t e d ,  M cGil l  s e n t  h i s  a u d i t o r s  o f f  m e n t a l l y  i n  one
d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e n  a b r u p t l y  changed h i s  mind .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  exam ple ,
where  McGil l  was a t  h i s  wors t  , he changed d i r e c t i o n s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s :
But more p a r t i c u l a r l y  Pope John  b ecau se  he s a i d  t h e r e  ought 
t o  be a u n i t e d - - t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h - - t h e  p e o p le  who w o rsh ip  
C h r i s t i a n - - i n  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s ,  sho u ld  have more u n i t y ,  and 
sh o u ld  a p p r o a c h  t h e  p rob lem s  o f  t h e i r  com m uni t ie s  i n  a g r e a t e r  
u n i t y .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  language  c o n t r o l ,  M cGil l  had a second prob lem 
w i t h  word c h o i c e ,  u s i n g  key  te rm s  which  had no o bv ious  r e f e r e n t .  F i r s t ,  
o b s c u r e  words  p r o b a b l y  made M c G i l l ' s  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f o l l o w .  For  exam ple ,  a f t e r  a g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  m o b i l ­
i t y ,  M cG il l  wanted  t o  show how p o p u l a t i o n  changes  had a f f e c t e d  l a r g e  
c i t i e s .  To do t h i s ,  he r e f e r r e d  back  t o  " t h i s  s o r t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n , "  
which  p r o b a b l y  had l i t t l e  meaning f o r  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  s i n c e  he had 
a n a l y z e d  no p a r t i c u l a r  type  p o p u l a t i o n .
A second  example o f  vague language  a f f e c t e d  M c G i l l ’ s p roposed  
s o l u t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  p r o b le m s .  Because  o f  vague w o rd s ,  he a c t u a l l y  made 
no c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l ;  " .  . . and I  hope t h a t  somehow e d u c a t i o n  can
speed  up t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  what must be done . . . "
A l th o u g h  M cG il l  o f t e n  had d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  word c h o ic e  and d id  
u s e  some vague  t e r m s ,  h i s  message  p r o b a b l y  b e n e f i t e d  a t  t im e s  by h i s  
c o n c r e t e  l a n g u a g e .  For  exam ple ,  McGil l  used  words  which  p r o b a b l y  c o n ­
veyed  d e f i n i t e  meaning  when he d e s c r i b e d  s o u t h e r n  change ;
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And I  remember  w a t c h i n g  t h e  l a b o r  r e c r u i t e r s  g e t  t h e i r  c row ds  
t o g e t h e r  i n  c o u n t r y  to w ns  and  i n  c i t i e s ,  and  s e e i n g  w ho le  
t r a i n  l o a d s ,  and  bus  l o a d s  o f  p e o p l e  move o u t ,  m o s t l y  N e g r o e s ,  
b u t  n o t  a l l ,  a l w a y s  a  m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  p o o r  w h i t e  f a r m e r  who 
was g o i n g .
S e c o n d l y ,  M c G i l l  a p p l i e d  c o n c r e t e  l a n g u a g e  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e
e f f e c t s  o f  W or ld  War I I ,  p r o b a b l y  e n a b l i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  remember
h i s  i d e a s  more  e a s i l y :
And when t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  December  7 ,  1941 ,  cam e,  and  i t  
became n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  n a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  up  and  down i t s  w e s t  
c o a s t , - - t h e  g r e a t  f a c t o r i e s  o f  war t o  b u i l d  s h i p s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  
t r a n s p o r t s ,  l i b e r t y  s h i p s ,  l a n d i n g  c r a f t ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  a i r ­
c r a f t ,  w e a p o n s ,  m a t e r i a l s  o f  w a r  . . .
S e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  word c h o i c e ,  a s e c o n d  f a c ­
t o r  i m p o r t a n t  t o  M c G i l l ' s  c l a r i t y  was  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s e n t e n c e s .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  when M c G i l l  t o l d  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  c i t i e s ,  he 
o m i t t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  l e a v i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  s e a r c h  
f o r  t h e  m a in  i d e a .  A l s o ,  t h e  s e n t e n c e  was t o o  l o n g  and  c o v e r e d  so  
many t o p i c s  t h a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  was o b s c u r e ;
Not bad  p e o p l e ,  some bad  p e o p l e ,  b u t  a  l o t  o f  l o s t  p e o p l e  so  
t o  s p e a k  who l o s t  t h e i r  t i e s  t o  t h e  l a n d  w h ic h  t h e y  c o u l d  
n e v e r  g e t  b a c k  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  way o f  l i f e  i s  f s i c ] g o n e ,  
who w ere  p i c k e d  up by  t h e  g r e a t ,  e n g i n e s  o f  w a r  s o  t o  s p e a k  
and  p u t  down, and  t h e r e  t h e y  a r e ,  w h i t e ,  N e g r o ,  g r e a t  w h i t e  
s lu m s  t o o ,  15 ,  2 0 , 0 0 0  i n  one I  h ave  i n  m i n d ,  a l l  w i t h  a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  p a t h o s .
A s e c o n d  e x am p le  d e m o n s t r a t e s  how M c G i l l  made h i s  s e n t e n c e s  u n ­
n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  p r o b a b l y  d e l a y i n g  t h e  s e n s e  o f  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
t o o  l o n g :
And now, t o d a y ,  we s e e  s t i l l ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  S o u t h e r n  
to w ns  and  t h e  b i g  S o u t h e r n  c i t i e s ,  w h e r e ,  s t i l l  t h e r e  a r e  some 
w h i t e  t o u g h s  who w i l l  j e e r  and  c u r s e  and  h u r l  r o c k s  and s t o n e s - -  
we s t i l l ,  we s e e  i n  some o f  t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s ,  i n  e x p a n s i o n  and
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breaking out of riots, In those Intolerable slums, that, there 
1 b a lot to be done.
In summary, McGill's difficulty in finding the right word and 
his use of terms without referents, probably served as an obstacle to 
communication. However, McGill's use of concrete terms when describe 
ing personal experiences probably arrested the attention of his 
auditors.
Impressiveness
McGill's ability to handle words artistically will be deter­
mined by his application of imagery, figures of speech, and allitera­
tion .
I m a g e r y . M c G i l l  h a s  r e p e a t e d  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  
S o u t h  so  o f t e n  t h a t  he  r e l i e s  g e n e r a l l y  u p o n  t h e  same i d e a s  and 
l a n g u a g e  w h e r e v e r  he  s p e a k s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  he p r o b a b l y  i s  
e f f e c t i v e  i n  p a i n t i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  S o u t h .
The f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  how M c G i l l  u s e d  s e v e r a l
t y p e s  o f  i m a g e r y :  k i n e s t h e t i c ,  a u d i t o r y ,  o l f a c t o r y ,  t h e r m a l ,  t a c t i l e ,
g u s t a t o r y ,  a n d  v i s u a l :
But I  c a n  remember how t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r  and  t e n a n t  c a b i n s  
e m p t i e d ,  some o f  them  b u r n e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  c h im n e y s  t h e r e  l i k e  
s i l e n t  s e n t i n e l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  g o n e ,  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n .
I  saw t h e  o t h e r s ,  many o f  th e m ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  them  e m p t i e d ,  t h e i r  
wooden  windows . . , s a g g i n g ,  t h e  d o o r s  s a g g i n g  . . . t h e  r o o f  
b r o k e n  i n ,  t h e  o l d  h e a r t h  p l a c e s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  had  d r e a m e d ,  and  
t h o u g h t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  s o r r o w e d ,  t u r n e d  o v e r ,  a n i m a l s  m ov ing  i n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s - - 1 9 2 0 ' s .
I  remember  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  p o i s o n  c o t t o n  f o r  t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l ,  
and  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  g r a n d m o t h e r s  and  g r a n d f a t h e r s  a n d  w iv e s  
and  h u s b a n d s  and  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  e v e n ,  w i t h  a  b u c k e t  o f  p o i s o n
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s y r u p ,  and  a s t i c k  w i t h  a  r a g  on i t ,  t o u c h i n g  a d r o p  o f  t h i s  
p o i s o n  s y r u p  t o  e a c h  p l a n t .
I  remember  one o f  o u r  w e l t e r s  w a t c h i n g  t r a i n  l o a d s  o f  p e o p l e  
l e a v e  o f f  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l  f a r m s ,  o u t  o f  t h e s e  e m p t i e d  c a b i n s ,  
o u t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  t o w n s .  He w r o t e  o f  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  l e f t ,  
a n d  he seemed t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  h a n d s  w e re  s t i l l  c u r v e d  t o  f i t  
a  p low h a n d l e  o r  a  hoe  h a n d l e ,  and  t h a t  he  f e l t  l i k e  w e e p i n g ,  
b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e y  w e re  t a k i n g  w i t h  them was a s m a l l  s k i l l  o f  a  
s m a l l  f a r m ,  a n d  t h e y  had  n o t  h a d  much c h a n c e  a t  e d u c a t i o n .
F i g u r e s  o f  s p e e c h . B e s i d e s  t y p e s  o f  I m a g e s ,  M c G i l l  a l s o  
a d o r n e d  h i s  i d e a s  w i t h  f i g u r a t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  s e v e r a l  e x a m p le s  o f  w h i c h  
w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d  h e r e .
1 .  A p o p h a s i s . M c G i l l  o f t e n  s e r v e s  h i s  own c r e d i b i l i t y  by  m a k in g
m o d e s t  c l a i m s .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t r u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  he  " p r e t e n d s  t o
c o n c e a l  . . . w h a t  he  r e a l l y  and  i n  f a c t  d e c l a r e s . ^
. . . I  w ou ld  n o t  h a v e  you t h i n k  t h a t  I  am p r e s u m p t u o u s  en o u g h  
t o  s t a n d  h e r e  i n  a n y - - w i t h  a n y  i d e a  t h a t  I  am a n  e d u c a t o r  o r  
t h a t  I  r e a l l y  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e  t o  my h e a r t  and  I n t e r e s t s ;  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  
l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I  h a v e  t r a v e l e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  v i s i t ­
i n g  s c h o o l s  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t o  l e a r n  
t h e m .
2 ,  P e r i p h r a s i s . M c G i l l  i s  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  a b o u t  m e n t i o n i n g  h i s  
a u d i e n c e  d i r e c t l y ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he w i l l  " u s e  more  w ords  t h a n  w h a t  a r e  
a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  and  s o m e t im e s  l e s s  p l a i n  w o rd s  . . .  t o  a v o i d  
some i n c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  i l l  e f f e c t  . , F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M c G i l l  b e g a n
^ L e s t e r  T h o n s s e n  and  A. C r a i g  B a i r d ,  S p e e c h  C r i t i c i s m  The 
D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  R h e t o r i c a l  A p p r a i s a l  (New York;  The 
R o n a l d  P r e s s  Company, 1 9 4 8 ) ,  p .  4 2 2 .
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t e l l i n g  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  he w o u ld  d i s c u s s  t h e  S o u t h  so  t h e y  c o u l d
b e t t e r  " c o m p re h e n d "  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  A f t e r  r e a l i z i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t
he m i g h t  o f f e n d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a u d i t o r s ,  he  c h a n g e d  h i s  mind  i n  t h e
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e :
. . . and  I  t h i n k  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we c o m p r e h e n d - - a s  I ' m  
s u r e  we r e a l l y  d o ,  b u t  I  wou ld  l i k e  t o  r e v i e w  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
I  h a v e  s e e n  . . .
3 .  E p a n a p h o r a . T h e r e  was one r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c  p o i n t ,  when M c G i l l
" g r a c e f u l l y  and  e m p h a t i c a l l y  r e p e a t e d " 73 w o rd s  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  lo v e  f o r
t h e  S o u t h ,  c i t i n g  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  f o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  own r e g i o n :
Now, c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  a S o u t h e r n e r ,  b o r n  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  i n  A t l a n t a  
. . . a l m o s t  37 y e a r s  now . . .  I  h a v e  a  g r e a t  l o v e  f o r  t h a t  
r e g i o n .  I  have  a g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  , . . i t s  p r o g r e s s ,  b u t  I  
m u s t  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  s a y  t h a t  we h ave  f a r  t o  g o , f a r  t o  g o .
4 .  M e t a p h o r . M c G i l l  u s e d  a m e t a p h o r  " b y  w h ic h  a  word  i s  removed 
f rom i t s  p r o p e r  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  i n t o  a n o t h e r  m e a n in g  . . , " 7 4  p o r  e x _ 
a m p l e ,  he p r o b a b l y  made t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  c h a n g i n g  S o u t h  a p p e a r  more  
v i v i d ,  when he  s t a t e d  " .  . . 1  hope  we s e e  . . . t h a t  t h i s  [ m i g r a t i o n ]  
p r o d u c e d  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  t o d a y , "  To d r a m a t i z e  one o f  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  
m i g r a t i o n ,  M c G i l l  s p o k e  o f  S o u t h e r n e r s  "who w e re  p i c k e d  up by  t h e  g r e a t  
e n g i n e s  o f  w ar  . . . "
A l l i t e r a t i o n . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i m a g e r y  and  f i g u r a t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  
M c G i l l  em p loyed  a l l i t e r a t i o n  a s  a i d s  t o  l a n g u a g e  a n d  d e l i v e r y .  M c G i l l  




c o n s e c u t i v e  w o rd s  o r  o f  w ords  n e a r  one a n o t h e r ,  h o p i n g  t o  a d o r n  h i s
i d e a s ,  a n d  make h i s  d e l i v e r y  f l o w  more  s m o o t h l y .  S e v e r a l  e x a m p le s  may
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  was  e f f e c t i v e  i n  u s i n g  a l l i t e r a t i o n :
. . .  he  w o u ld  h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  h i s t o r y  had  h a p p e n e d  and  he  wou ld  
h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  i t  h ad  h a p p e n e d  t o  him and  h i s  r e g i o n .
I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1898 ,  a b a t t l e s h i p  was  t o  be b low n  up i n  t h e  
p l a c i d ,  p e a c e f u l  h a r b o r  . . .
But  I  c a n  remember  how t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r  and  t e n a n t  c a b i n s  
e m p t i e d  . . . l e a v i n g  t h e  c h im n e y s  t h e r e  l i k e  s i l e n t  s e n t i n e l s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  g o n e ,  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n .
I  saw t h e  o t h e r s  . . . t h e i r  wooden  windows . . . s a g g i n g  . . .
. . . m o s t  o f  them [ f a r m s ]  w ere  s m a l l ,  and  . . . m os t  o f  them ,  
when t h e  g r e a t  c h a n g e  came,  had  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  a l w a y s  t o  c o t t o n .
And c o t t o n ,  a s  a way o f  l i f e  had  c e a s e d .
. . .  a t  a t i m e  when we had  s e v e n t y - t w o  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  
N e g r o e s  i n  A m er ic a  i n  o u r  r e g i o n ,  we c h o s e ,  o u t  o f  h e a v e n  
knows w h a t  d i s a s t e r  o f  d e c i s i o n ,  t o  t r y  t o  h ave  two s y s t e m s  . . .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  made h i s  s p e e c h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more
a t t r a c t i v e  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  w i t h  i m a g e s ,  f i g u r e s  o f  s p e e c h ,  and  a l l i t ­
e r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  T h es e  
t o o l s  p r o b a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  m a j o r  
p o i n t ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  d e t a i l  how m i g r a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  S o u t h  c a u s e d  p r o b ­
lems i n  t h e  c i t i e s .
E f f e c t i v e n e s s
M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w i l l  be j u d g e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
a u d i e n c e  r e s p o n s e ,  c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  a n d  M c G i l l ' s  own s p e e c h  t h e o r y .
Audience Response
A p u b l i c  s p e e c h  may a c h i e v e  b o t h  a n  i m m e d i a t e  and  a l o n g - r a n g e
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r e s p o n s e ;  h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  M c G i l l ' s  NEA a d d r e s s  was o n l y  r e c e n t l y  p r e ­
s e n t e d ,  e v a l u a t i o n  m us t  be b a s e d  on s h o r t - r a n g e  r e s u l t s .  B eca u se  
M c G i l l  made no  s i n g l e  p r o p o s a l ,  he  p r o b a b l y  won no p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s e .
He d i s c u s s e d  d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  r i o t s ,  u n e q u a l  s c h o o l s ,  and  I n c r e a s e d  
p o p u l a t i o n .
What was  t h e  Im m e d ia t e  r e s p o n s e  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a u d i e n c e ?  M c G i l l  
s t i m u l a t e d  some l a u g h t e r  and  a  l i t t l e  a p p l a u s e ,  b u t  h i s  g r e a t e s t  
a c h i e v e m e n t  p r o b a b l y  was t o  h o l d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  t i r e d  a u d i e n c e .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  r e a c t e d  w i t h  s t a n d i n g  a p p l a u s e ;  
h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  had  a p p l a u d e d  e v e r y t h i n g  f rom e x i t i n g  
c h i l d r e n  t o  a g a u d y  c o l o r e d  c o a t ,  a p p l a u s e  p r o b a b l y  m e an t  no  more t h a n  
a s i g n  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  and  c o u r t e s y .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  
M c G i l l  was a p p a r e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t .
Was t h e r e  a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  M c G i l l ' s  p l e a  f o r  " e d u c a t i o n "  t o  
" s p e e d  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c c e p t a n c e "  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  and  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
p a s s e d  by t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  ( e x p u l s i o n  o f  s e g r e g a t e d  
NEA a f f i l i a t e s ) ?  No c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was  p r o b a b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e l e ­
g a t e s  e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n g  f a v o r a b l e  o p i n i o n s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  w e e k ,  b e f o r e  
M c G i l l ' s  a d d r e s s .
E v i d e n c e  shows t h a t  M c G i l l  f a v o r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  a t  l e a s t  some 
members o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n ,  t h i s  
w r i t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  p o s t  c a r d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  p e r s o n s  
w h i l e  t h e y  w a i t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  H a l l .  One h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y -  
s i x  were  r e t u r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o r t y - t h r e e  f rom  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  ( L o u i s i a n a ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  T e x a s ,  A labam a ,  G e o r g i a ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  and  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ) ,
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a n d  t h e  r e s t  f ro m  o u t s i d e  t h e  S o u t h .  R e s u l t s  w i l l  be l i s t e d  b e l o w ,  
c o m p a r in g  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  a l l  one h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y - s i x  r e s p o n d e n t s  
( i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f rom t h e  S o u t h )  w i t h  t h o s e  f rom  t h e  S o u t h  o n l y .
The w r i t e r  s o u g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  g e n e r a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  
c l a r i t y ,  and  p r o o f .  One h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e  o f  one h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y - s i x  
r a t e d  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v e  h i s  p o i n t  e i t h e r  good  o r  s u p e r i o r .  A l s o ,  
t h o u g h  M c G i l l ' s  s t r u c t u r e ,  by t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  was g e n e r a l l y  
p o o r ,  one h u n d r e d  and t w e n t y - f o u r  r a n k e d  him e i t h e r  good  o r  s u p e r i o r .  
H owever ,  s i n c e  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t e d  p e r s o n a l  b i a s ,  i t  may 
b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  one h u n d r e d  and f o r t y - s i x  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  many o f  
whom p r o b a b l y  w ere  f r i e n d l y  t o w a r d  M c G i l l ,  o n l y  r a n k e d  him s u p e r i o r  a s  
a  s p e a k e r  i n  t h i r t y - t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s .
I f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  d i d  r e f l e c t  p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  t h e  
s p e a k e r ,  M c G i l l  had  some a d v e r s a r i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t w e n t y -  
n i n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - s i x  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e re  S o u t h ­
e r n e r s ,  t h a t  r e g i o n  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  f o r t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  r a t i n g s  
i n  t h e  " p o o r "  a n d  " f a i r "  b r a c k e t .  However ,  i t  m us t  be c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  t h e  sam p le  was n o t  r a n d o m ly  s e l e c t e d ,  n o r  was  i t s  s i z e  s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  p e r m i t  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  t h e  6 , 5 0 0  p e r s o n s  who h e a r d  
M c G i l l  s p e a k .  However ,  r e s t r i c t i n g  a l l  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  t h e  one h u n d r e d  
and  f o r t y - s i x  p e r s o n s  who d i d  r e s p o n d ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
M c G i l l  was r a t e d  v e r y  h i g h  by t h e  sam ple  g r o u p  a s  a  w h o l e ,  w h i l e  S o u t h ­
e r n e r s  w e re  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  lo w er  m a r k s .
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1.  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s p e e c h . how w ould  you  r a t e  R a l p h  M c G i l l  
a s  a  s p e a k e r ?  C i r c l e  o n e :
p o o r  -  f a i r  -  a d e q u a t e  - good - s u p e r i o r
T o t a l
( 1 4 6 )  7 6 22 78 33
S o u t h
( 4 3 )  -  5 2 5 23 8
2 .  Were M c G i l l ' s  i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  so  a s  t o  be c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ?  
T o t a l  3 7 12 60  64
S o u t h  * 3 3 2 16 19
3 .  How c o n c l u s i v e l y  d i d  M c G i l l  p r o v e  h i s  p o i n t ( s ) ?
T o t a l  8 8 21 57 52
S o u th  4 2 7 13 17
/
C r a f t s m a n s h i p
B e c a u se  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  u s e d  m a t e r i a l s  he had  r e l i e d  on 
b e f o r e ,  he p r o b a b l y  made l i t t l e  im m e d i a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  NEA 
a d d r e s s ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  t i m e s  was r a m b l i n g  and  g e n e r a l l y  
d i s o r g a n i z e d .  Had h i s  m e s s a g e  b e e n  more  c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e i v e d  and  r e ­
h e a r s e d ,  M c G i l l ' s  o r a t i o n  m i g h t  h ave  b e e n  more  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .
D e l i v e r y  p r o b a b l y  was M c G i l l ' s  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t ,  s i n c e  he spoke  
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o i s e  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  h i s  v o i c e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t r i ­
b u t i n g  t o  h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  i d e a s .  A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  r e c o g ­
n i z e  p e r s o n s  s e a t e d  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  huge  h a l l ,  he  d i d  a d d r e s s  
h i s  w o rd s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  b o t h  i n  
h i s  a u d i e n c e  a n d  h i s  s u b j e c t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a s  t h i s  w r i t e r  c l o s e l y  
o b s e r v e d ,  M c G i l l  a r r e s t e d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a somewhat t i r e d  
a u d i e n c e .
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M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  
c i t e  n u m e ro u s  f i g u r e s  w i t h o u t  u s e  o f  n o t e s .  Though some o f  h i s  s t a t i s ­
t i c s  w e re  o n l y  e s t i m a t e s ,  h i s  f a c t s  w e r e  n o t  t o o  f a r  o f f  and  t h e y  
g e n e r a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  a  c o r r e c t  t r e n d .  M c G i l l ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p i c t u r e  h im ­
s e l f  a s  a  h u m b l e ,  m o d e s t ,  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  t h u s ,  b e l i e v a b l e  
s o u r c e ,  p r o b a b l y  won h im t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  a u d i t o r s .  A l s o ,  h i s  a t t i ­
t u d e  o f  i n q u i r y  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  some members  t o  d r o p  t h e i r  m e n t a l  
g u a r d s ,  p e r m i t t i n g  M c G i l l  a t  l e a s t  a f a i r  h e a r i n g ,
M c G i l l ' s  S p e e c h  T h e o r y
M c G i l l  d i d  p o o r l y  by  many o f  h i s  own s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  r a n k e d  h i g h  
on o t h e r s .  F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  p r e p a r e  a  s p e e c h  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  
NEA, a s  h i s  t h e o r y  r e q u i r e s .  S e c o n d ,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  g i v e  eno u g h  a t t e n ­
t i o n  t o  l a n g u a g e  c h o i c e ,  f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  "w ords  mean q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e . "  T h i r d ,  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n s i d e r  ways  t o  make h i s  m e s s a g e  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  F o u r t h ,  s t a t i s ­
t i c s  w e re  n o t  s e l e c t e d  a n d  a d a p t e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i e n c e .  F i f t h ,  
M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  a d a p t  a  w e l l  c o n c e i v e d  m e s s a g e  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  o c c a s i o n .
M c G i l l  d i d  b e t t e r  w i t h  o t h e r  t e n e t s  o f  h i s  t h e o r y .  F i r s t ,  h i s  
s p e e c h  was  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  i n f o r m a l ,  e x t e m p o r a ­
n e o u s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  S e c o n d ,  he was i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l l y  h o n e s t ,  i n  t h a t  he c r i t i c i z e d  s o c i e t y  o b j e c t i v e l y ,  e v e n  h i s  own 
s t a t e ,  r e g i o n ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h i r d ,  M c G i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  u s e d  " p l a i n  
t a l k , "  i . e . ,  he p r e s e n t e d  i m p o r t a n t  i d e a s  i n  a n  i n f o r m a l ,  u n a f f e c t e d  
m a n n e r .  F o u r t h ,  he d i d  n o t  u s e  a m a n u s c r i p t ,  t h u s  c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  h i s  
t h e o r y ,  F i f t h ,  M c G i l l  d i d  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  i n  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e
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o f  i n q u i r y ,  a d m i t t i n g  he had  n o  " a n s w e r s , "  b u t  was  s t i l l  " l o o k i n g . "  
S i x t h ,  M c G i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  w o r d s .  S e v e n t h ,  M c G i l l  
t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k ,  t h u s  u s i n g  s p e a k e r - i n i t i a ­
t i v e  .
Was M c G i l l  e f f e c t i v e ?  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  and  h i s  a b i l ­
i t y  t o  a p p e a r  c r e d i b l e ,  M c G i l l  c e r t a i n l y  m u s t  have  won t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
and  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  e d u c a t o r s .  Con­
s e q u e n t l y ,  he p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h i n k  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  and  t h e  r o l e  t h e y  s h o u l d  p l a y .  However ,  b e ­
c a u s e  h i s  s p e e c h  was  n o t  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d ,  M c G i l l ' s  l i s t e n e r s  p r o b a b l y  
d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  M c G i l l  w a n t e d  them t o  d o .
CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION
R e s e a r c h  h a s  r e v e a l e d  R a l p h  M c G i l l  a s  a man o f  i n t e g r i t y ,  good 
w i l l ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  and  p u r p o s e .  P e r s o n s  who c o n c u r  w i t h  
M c G i l l ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  human r i g h t s  have  d e m o n s t r a t e d  g r e a t  t r u s t  and  
l o y a l t y  i n  t h e  w o r ld - k n o w n  S o u t h e r n e r  f rom A t l a n t a .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
t w e n t y - e i g h t  o f  t h i r t y - s i x  p e o p l e  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a n  i n q u i r y  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  May 7 ,  1965 ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t :
I  t h i n k  Mr.  M c G i l l  i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  a s  a  c l e a r  t h i n k e r  on s o c i a l  
i s s u e s .  H is  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
S o u t h  i s  u n m a tch ed  i n  my humble  o p i n i o n .
F a i r l y  c o m p l e t e  a g r e e m e n t  [ w i t h  M c G i l l ] .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  s ee  
how a n y o n e  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p l a y ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and  C h r i s t i a n  
e t h i c s  c o u l d  f e e l  a n y  o t h e r  w ay .
He h a s  shown more  " G u t s "  t h a n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  B l b l e - b e l t  
p r e a c h e r s  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  He h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  
a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e s e r t . ■*-
W h i l e  M c G i l l ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  may a t t r a c t  f r i e n d l y  a u d i t o r s ,  he
i s  o f t e n  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  i n  h i s  s p e a k i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
t e a c h e r ,  e d u c a t e d  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  and  P a r i s ,  F r a n c e ,  g ave  h e r  r e a c t i o n
t o  M c G i l l ' s  Emory o r a t i o n :
I  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  h im  a g r e a t  man b u t  n o t  a n  o r a t o r .  I n  t h i s  
r e s p e c t  I  was  a  l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  I  had  v e r y  much lo o k e d
^ I n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  t h i s  w r i t e r  by t h r e e  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d i n g  
M c G i l l ' s  s p e e c h  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  d u r i n g  a  s e r i e s ,  "The S o u t h  i n  
T r a n s i t i o n , "  May 7 ,  19 6 5 ,  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .
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fo rward  Co h e a r i n g  him speak  e v e r  s i n c e  I  r e a d  Che exce rpC s  
o f  h i s  book (The SouCh and Che S o u t h e r n e r )  i n  Che A C l a n t i c  
magaz ine  and ac  t h e  end o f  t h e  e v e n in g  I  f e l t  Mr, [ C a l v in ]
K y t le  gave  t h e  b e s t  speech  (he spoke e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  Emory 
s e r i e s  [ t h e  S ou th  i n  T r a n s i t i o n ] ) ,
M c G i l l ' s  sp eech  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  p r o b a b l y  h a s  been  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  
two ways:  (1 )  he has  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  " a v a i l a b l e  means o f
p e r s u a s i o n , "  and (2 )  he h a s  n o t  a d a p te d  h i s  m essages  t o  a n  o r a l  mode 
o f  com m unica t ion .
A v a i l a b l e  means  o f  p e r s u a s i o n . T h e re  a r e  p r o b a b l y  two r e a s o n s  
why M c G i l l  h a s  n o t  worked  more d i l i g e n t l y  t o w a r d  a n  a r t  o f  p e r s u a s i o n .  
F i r s t ,  M c G i l l  h a s  n o t  c o m m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  o r a t o r y .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  he was  " i n  n o  s e n s e  a n  o r a t o r , "  
n o r  was he i n  t h e  " s p e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s , "  b u t  lo o k e d  upon  o r a t o r y  a s  a 
" s u p p l e m e n t "  t o  h i s  "w ork"  a t  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .^
G ra c e  L u n d y ,  M c G i l l ' s  s e c r e t a r y  s i n c e  1946 ,  and  t h e  s o l e  h e l p e r  
w i t h  h i s  a d d r e s s e s ,  a g r e e d  t h a t  he was n o t  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  a r t  o f  
s p e a k i n g .  On S e p te m b e r  15 ,  1965 ,  M iss  Lundy w r o t e  t h a t  "Mr.  M cG i l l  
d o e s  n o t  t a k e  h i m s e l f  a t  a l l  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  b e i n g  a s p e a k e r  . . . "^
On J u l y  2 7 ,  1 9 6 6 ,  M is s  Lundy made a s i m i l a r  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  M c G i l l  d i d  n o t  d e v o t e  more  t i m e  t o  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  he 
s h o u l d  n o t  be  c a l l e d  an  o r a t o r :
2I b i d .
■*Taped interview with Ralph McGill, Atlanta, December 29, 1965.
^Letter to this writer, September 15, 1965, Atlanta.
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. , . Mr.  M cGil l  does  n o t  commit h i m s e l f ,  e x c e p t  most 
i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  t o  t a l k s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  w r i t t e n  m a n u s c r i p t s .  He 
j u s t  d o e s n ' t  have t im e  t o  g e t  them r e a d y .
I n  f a c t ,  you m igh t  s ay  you d i d  your  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on a 
s p e a k e r  who i s  n o t  a  s p e a k e r .  Mr. M cG i l l  d o es  n o t  c o n s i d e r  
h i m s e l f  a s p e a k e r ;  he s im p ly  g o es  and t a k e s  p a r t  on a program 
t o  make a t a l k  when he i s  c a l l e d  upon; he lo o k s  on i t  a s  more 
o f  a p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  community l i f e ,  b u t  he p a r t i c u l a r l y  
e n j o y s  m e e t in g  w i t h  s t u d e n t  g ro u p s  and d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  them --  
more t h a n  " s p e a k i n g "  t o  them. He a lw ays  f e e l s  honored  t o  be 
i n v i t e d  t o  make l e c t u r e s ,  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  Mass .  H i s t .  S o c i e t y  c a l l  i t ;  ev en  
th o u g h  he does  n o t  c a l l  h i m s e l f  a speaker .-*
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a c k  o f  commitment,  a second r e a s o n  why M cG il l  
h a s  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  p u r s u e d  an  a r t  o f  p e r s u a s i o n  i s  h i s  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y .  
Because  o f  a sp e e c h  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h ich  shuns  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  t h e  omnip­
o t e n t  c r u s a d e r ,  M cGil l  a ssumes th e  r o l e  o f  an  i n q u i r i n g  s o c i a l  c r i t i c .  
Because o f  h i s  d i s l i k e  f o r  "podium p r a n c e r s "  and  " s p e l l b i n d e r s , "  
M cGil l  t a k e s  t h e  o t h e r  e x t r e m e ,  g i v i n g  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  a r t  o f  
p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .
M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a l a c k  o f  commitment t o  o r a t o r y  and 
b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y ,  has  a v o id e d  many a v a i l a b l e  
means o f  p e r s u a s i o n .
O r a l  mode o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n . M c G i l l ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
be tw een  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  com m unica t ion  has  a l s o  l i m i t e d  h i s  s p e a k in g  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  M cG i l l  i s  a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  i d e a s  i n  h i s  A t l a n t a  C o n s t !  
t u t i o n  column, knowing h i s  r e a d e r s  can  t a k e  w h a te v e r  t ime  r e q u i r e d  t o  
comprehend h i s  t h e s i s .  However,  he p r o b a b l y  v a r i e s  h i s  a p p r o a c h  v e r y  
l i t t l e  when w r i t i n g  a s p e e c h .  For  ex am ple ,  M cG il l  t o l d  t h i s  w r i t e r
^Letter to this writer, July 27, 1966, Atlanta.
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t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n  o r a t i o n  " i s n ' t  l i k e  w r i t i n g  a news s t o r y ,  b u t  n o t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a s p e e c h  and  w r i t i n g  a n e w s p a p e r  
a r t i c l e ,  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k .
M c G i l l ' s  g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  a w a r e n e s s  o f  a n  o r a l  mode o f  communi­
c a t i o n  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
a l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  h u n d r e d s  o f  s p e e c h e s ,  when a s k e d  by t h i s  
w r i t e r  how he c o n s c i o u s l y  o r g a n i z e d  h i s  i d e a s ,  he had  d i f f i c u l t y  
a n s w e r i n g :
A h - - w e l l ,  I  t h i n k  I - - I  h a d n ' t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t .  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  I  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o a c h  i t  a s  I  w ou ld  w r i t i n g  a  co lum n o r  a  
f e a t u r e  s t o r y  i n  t h a t  you t r y  t o  op en  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  
a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e n  i f  you c a n - - I  g u e s s  t h i s  i s  w ha t  e v e r y ­
body  d o e s ,  s o  t h a t ' s  no new i d e a .  T h en ,  I  d o n ' t  know, some- 
t i m e s - - i t  d e p e n d s  on t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  a l s o  on t h e  s u b j e c t . ^
What i s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  M c G i l l ' s  a b u s e  o f  o r a l  m e th o d s  
o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n ?  S t u r g i s  B a t e s ,  law s t u d e n t  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y ,  and 
i n  h i s  " 1 7 t h  y e a r "  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p o i n t e d l y  d e f i n e d  M c G i l l ' s  l i m i t a t i o n  
a s  an  o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t o r ;
R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  t o  my m i n d ,  i s  one o f  t h e  g i a n t  i n t e l l e c t s  
o f  t h e  S o u t h  o f  t o d a y .  . . .
I  h ave  h e a r d  M c G i l l  s p e a k  on  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  b e f o r e .
My r e a c t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  c h an g e d  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  M c G i l l  
i s  a  w r i t e r ,  n o t  a s p e a k e r .  The o r a t o r y  t h a t  f l o w s  s o  e a s i l y  
f rom  some p e o p l e  i s  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  l a c k i n g  i n  h im .  He d o e s  
n o t  seem t o  h a v e  t h e  " p r e s e n c e "  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  t r u l y  e f f e c ­
t i v e  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r s .  The s p o k e n  word s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  
t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c o m p l i c a t e d  i d e a s ;  t h e  r e a d e r  c a n  s t o p  
an d  t h i n k ,  c a n  g a t h e r  i d e a s  i n t o  a c o h e s i v e  w h o l e .  The 
l i s t e n e r  i s  d e n i e d  t h i s .  H is  s p e a k i n g  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a r e a d i n g
^Taped  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  R a l p h  M c G i l l ,  December  2 9 ,  1965.  
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a u d i e n c e ,  n o t  a l i s t e n i n g  o n e .  H is  t h o u g h t s  seem t o  encom­
p a s s  t h e  w h o le  o f  s o c i e t y  and  t o  be t o o  l a r g e  f o r  a s h o r t  
t a l k . 8
A l t h o u g h  M c G i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  
a p u b l i c  s p e a k e r ,  s t u d y  o f  two o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  shows t h a t  he  c a n  be 
a n  e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  h i s  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  
was c a r e f u l l y  r e s e a r c h e d  and  d o c u m e n t e d .  He p r o b a b l y  had  more  t h a n  
en o u g h  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how f o o l i s h  i t  was  f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  
p o o r  r e g i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  c l o s i n g  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  A l s o ,  when he 
a d d r e s s e d  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  Miami 
B e a c h ,  he  d rew  u p o n  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  s u p p o r t .  M c G i l l ,  t h e n ,  i s  q u i t e  
c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o g i c a l  p r o o f ,  M c G i l l  p r o b a b l y  i s  m os t  e f f e c ­
t i v e  i n  p i c t u r i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  a c r e d i b l e  s o u r c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s  
NEA s p e e c h  M c G i l l  c i t e d  num e rous  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  show t h a t  he 
had  e a r n e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k  on s o c i a l  I s s u e s .  A l s o ,  he made a 
s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  he was a humble  w r i t e r  
who,  w h i l e  h a v i n g  no  " a n s w e r s , "  d i d  h a v e  a s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  e d u c a ­
t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r o b a b l y  saw M c G i l l  a s  a  man o f  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  h i g h  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  good w i l l .  T h u s ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w e re  
more w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  him a s  a r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  and  a s  a w i s e  c o u n s e l o r .
The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  M c G i l l ' s  d e l i v e r y  i s  v a r i e d  and  q u i t e  u n ­
p r e d i c t a b l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s e v e r a l  t a p e s  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  r e v e a l  a
8Letter to this writer, July 2, 1966, Atlanta,
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s p e a k e r  who seems u n p r e p a r e d  and  u n s u r e  o f  w ha t  he i s  t o  s a y .  On t h e
o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  o r a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  b y  t h i s  w r i t e r  a t  Miami Beach  met a l l
o f  M c G i l l ' s  own r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  " p l a i n  t a l k . "  He spoke  c o n v e r s a ­
t i o n a l l y  a n d  w i t h  c o n v i c t i o n  t o  more  t h a n  6 , 5 0 0  e d u c a t o r s .
I n  summary,  M c G i l l  i s  a man o f  v i r t u e ,  a p r o p h e t  w i t h  and  w i t h ­
o u t  h o n o r  i n  h i s  own home.  H is  s p e e c h e s  h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  t o o l s  o f  j u s ­
t i c e  i n  b e h a l f  o f  men e x p l o i t e d  by  Man. P e r s o n s  who s h a r e  M c G i l l ' s  
h o p e  f o r  e q u a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a l l ,  h ave  o f t e n  found  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  
s t r e n g t h  i n  h i s  o r a t o r y .  M c G i l l ' s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  a v a i l a b l e  means  o f  
p e r s u a s i o n  a n d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a d j u s t  t o  o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  
h a v e  l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  p l e a  t h a t ,  a s  b o t h  he and  Abraham L i n c o l n  
s a i d  a t  C ooper  U n io n ,  " r i g h t  d o e s  make m i g h t . "
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A P P E N D I X
Taped I n t e r v i e w  W i th  R a l p h  M c G i l l  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  December 2 9,  1965
C a l  M. Logue :  W h i le  a t  M c C a l l i e  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  [ i n  C h a t t a n o o g a ]
you  won t h e  g o l d  m e d a l  f o r  o r a t o r y  and t h i s  t y p e  t h i n g ,  and  you 
w r o t e  t h a t  Mr.  C l a r e n c e  W i l c o x  d i r e c t e d  most  o f  t h o s e  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .  I  w onde r  i f  you c o u l d  j u s t  d e s c r i b e  some o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  
o r  a c t i v i t i e s  Mr.  W i l c o x  u s e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?
R a l p h  E.  M c G i l l :  I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  he had a n y  s p e c i a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,
e x c e p t  t o  p u t  u s  up t h e r e  and h ave  u s  d e c l a i m  o r  r e c i t e  s o m e t h i n g
you y o u r s e l f  had  p r e p a r e d .  We had  t h e r e  a t  M c C a l l i e  S c h o o l  two 
l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  one named f o r  a t e a c h e r  who had d i e d  some 
y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  t h e  Len W h i te  S o c i e t y ,  and  t h e  D a n i e l  W e b s t e r  
S o c i e t y .  I  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  We a l w a y s  h a d - - D r .  W i lc o x  
wou ld  a l w a y s  h ave  a c r i t i c ,  one o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  a s  a c r i t i c ,  and  
he wou ld  c r i t i c i z e  y o u r  e n u n c i a t i o n  o r  p e r h a p s  y o u r - - i f  you made 
a n  e r r o r  i n  p r o n o u n c i n g  a word  o r  a n  e r r o r  i n  g ramm ar .  The c r i t i c ,  
a t  t h e  end  o f  y o u r  t a l k  o r  d e c l a m a t i o n ,  wou ld  t h e n  g e t  up and g i v e  
t h i s  o r a l l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  g r o u p  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
c r i t i c i s m .  T h i s  was a v e r y  good  t e c h n i q u e  a n d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,
I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But  I  had  b e e n  a d d i c t e d  you m i g h t  s a y  t o  m e m o r i z ­
i n g  poems.  I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  a nyone  r e a l l y  e n c o u r a g e d  me t o  do
t h a t  b u t  I  j u s t  d i d  i t  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e d  t o  do  i t .  Of c o u r s e ,  l i k e
m os t  y o u n g s t e r s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  K i p l i n g  was one o f  my f a v o r i t e s .
So I  w ou ld  o f t e n  r e c i t e  some o f  t h e  K i p l i n g  poem s,  o r  p i e c e s  o f  
n a r r a t i v e s  f rom some o f  K i p l i n g ' s  s t o r i e s .  T h e n ,  when I  w en t  t o  
V a n d e r b i l t  I  had  E n g l i s h  u n d e r  Edwin Mims,  who t a u g h t  a l l  F r e s h ­
man E n g l i s h .  He had  some f a u l t s  a s  a t e a c h e r ,  a s  I  l e a r n e d  l a t e r .  
Some o f  t h e  g r e a t  t a l k s  we h a d  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
" F u g i t i v e  G r o u p , "  and  t h e y  w ere  s o r t  o f  i n  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  Dr .
Mims'  n a r r o w  v i e w s  a b o u t  p o e t r y ,  b u t  f o r  me he was a good o n e ,  
a n d  I  t h i n k  m os t  f r e s h m e n .  He,  t o o ,  e n c o u r a g e d  you t o  r e a d  p o e t r y  
a l o u d  and  t o  m em o r ize  i t .  I n  my f r e s h m a n  y e a r  I  won a  p r i z e  
w h ic h  he o f f e r e d ,  a  v e r y  m o d e s t  l i t t l e  p r i z e ,  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  who 
m e m or ize d  t h e  m os t  l i n e s  o f  p o e t r y .  So I  u s e d  t o  be a b l e  t o  
d e c l a i m  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o r  c o m p l e t e  poems from M i l t o n ,  B row ning ,  
K e a t s ,  S h e l l e y .  D r .  Mims d i d n ' t  t h i n k  p o e t r y  had  b e e n  w r i t t e n  
a f t e r  t h e y  s t o p p e d  w r i t i n g .  He n e v e r  w en t  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  more  
m ode rn  t h a n  t h e y .
CML: Did you d o  a n y  o t h e r  s p e a k i n g  a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  m a i n l y
m e m o r i z i n g  p o e m s - - a n d  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  Was t h e r e  a n y  f o r m a l  
o r a t o r y  o r  s p e a k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  o r  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ?
REM: No, v e r y  l i t t l e .  I  d i d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Sigma Chi f r a t e r n i t y  I
j o i n e d  i n  two o r  t h r e e  s p e a k i n g  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  you m i g h t  c a l l  i t ,  
a t  f r a t e r n i t y  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  r e a l l y .  I  g o t  more 
i n t e r e s t e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  n e w s p a p e r ,  so  I  p u t  m os t  o f  my 
e n e r g i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .
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CML: What h e l p ,  i f  a n y ,  do  you r e c e i v e  when r e s e a r c h i n g  and  w r i t i n g
y o u r  s p e e c h e s ,  Mr.  M c G i l l ?
REM: W e l l ,  X h a v e  a v e r y  f i n e  s e c r e t a r y ,  M is s  G ra c e  L undy ,  who h a s
b e e n  w i t h  me a good many y e a r s .  She i s  a g r e a t  h e l p  i n  r e s e a r c h .
We b o t h  s o r t  o f  w o rk  a t  i t  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  d i v i d e  up  any  a r e a  o f  
n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h .  She w i l l  f i n d  b o oks  o r  a r t i c l e s  and  I ' l l  
f i n d  some and  t h e n  I ' l l  s e t - i n  t o  r e a d  and make n o t e s  a n d  s o  
f o r t h ,
CML: You u s u a l l y  p u t  them  [ r e s e a r c h  n o t e s ]  t o g e t h e r ?
REM: Y es ,  y e s .
CML: What i s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e ,  i f  a n y ,  you  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w  when w r i t i n g  a
s p e e c h ?
REM: W e l l ,  I  w i l l  do a r o u g h  d r a f t  o f  i t ,  s o m e t im e s  i n  l o n g - h a n d ,
s o m e t im e s  t y p e d ,  and  t h e n  I  w i l l  t u r n  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o v e r  t o  h e r
b e f o r e  I ' v e  r e a d  i t  e v e n ,  and  l e t  h e r  f i n d  a n y  e r r o r s ,  t y p o ­
g r a p h i c a l  o r  g r a m m a t i c a l ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r ,  o r  a n y  l o o s e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n .  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  a  p e r s o n  i s  t o o  good a t  r e a d i n g  h i s  own
c o p y ,  a t  l e a s t  I ' m  n o t .  Then  when she  d o e s  t h a t ,  I  w i l l  t h e n
t a k e  i t  a n d  c o r r e c t  t h o s e ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  o r  make 
th e m ,  and  t h e n  I  a l w a y s  u s u a l l y  f i n d  t h i s  g i v e s  me a n  i d e a  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  s o m e t h i n g ,  o r  add  s o m e t h i n g .  So w e ' l l  w o rk  i t  o v e r  
u n t i l  i t ' s  a p r e t t y  m arked  up m a n u s c r i p t  and  t h e n  s h e ' l l  do  t h e  
r e a l  d r a f t  o f  i t .
CML: I  a ssume t h i s  i s  more  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  C ooper  U n ion  s p e e c h ?
You do o f t e n  g i v e  s p e e c h e s  w h e re  i t ' s  more  o r  l e s s  im prom ptu  o r  
e x t e m p o r a n e o u s ?
REM: Oh y e s ,  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  tw o ,  I  f i n d  my­
s e l f  d o i n g  f e w e r  m a n u s c r i p t s .  I ' m  g o i n g  down t o  M iam i ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  [ 2 6 ,  1 9 6 6 ] - - a  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  w h ic h  one 
o f  t h e  l a r g e  s y n a g o g u e s  [T em p le  B e t h  Am] down t h e r e  h a s ,  a 
w i n t e r  s e r i e s .  And t h e y  a s k e d  me n o t  t o  p r e p a r e  a  m a n u s c r i p t .  
They  p r e f e r  s o r t  o f  a n  im pro m p tu  d i s c u s s i o n .  And I  w en t  up  a 
few ,  two o r  t h r e e ,  m o n th s  a g o  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  one o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  
s e m i n a r s  w h ic h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I ^ b o r  h a s  i n  s o r t  o f  a w o r k i n g  
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  B r o o k i n g s  I n s t i t u t e ,  and  t h e y  a s k e d  me n o t  t o  
h ave  a m a n u s c r i p t .
(ML: W e l l ,  a r e  you i m p l y i n g  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  you
d i d  u s e  more?
REM: Y es ,  w e l l  I  u s e d  m o r e .  I  d i d n ' t  a l w a y s  have  one t o  be s u r e .
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CML: I n  w ha t  way do  you c o n s c i o u s l y  o r g a n i z e  y o u r  s p e e c h e s ?  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  s o m e t im e s  you have  a poem a t  t h e  e n d .
REM: Ah--we 11 ,  I  t h i n k  I - - I  h a d n ' t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t .  I  t h i n k  t h a t
I  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o a c h  i t  a s  I  wou ld  w r i t i n g  a  co lum n o r  a f e a t u r e  
s t o r y  i n  t h a t  you t r y  t o  o p e n  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  
a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i f  you  c a n - - I  g u e s s  t h i s  i s  w ha t  e v e r y b o d y  
d o e s ,  s o  t h a t ' s  no  new i d e a .  T h e n ,  I  d o n ' t  know, s o m e t i m e s - - i t  
d e p e n d s  on t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  a l s o  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  I  wou ld  a p p r o a c h  
d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s ,  I  t h i n k ,  w i t h  some 
b e g i n n i n g  w h ic h  I  wou ld  hope  would  be s u i t a b l e  t o  s u c h  a n  a u d i ­
e n c e .  Cooper  U n io n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  was a  n a t u r a l ;  i t  had  t o  be 
a b o u t  L i n c o l n .  T h a t  was a r e a l  t h r i l l  t o  me t o o .  To s t a n d  t h ^ r e  
a t  t h e  same l i t t l e  podium w h ic h  he had u s e d ,  you f e l t  v e r y  i n ­
a d e q u a t e  b u t  you  s t i l l  f e l t  a t h r i l l .
CML; What t y p e  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  do  you p r e f e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s t a t i s ­
t i c s ,  e x a m p l e s ,  a n a l o g i e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n - - p e r s o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s ?
REM: I  t h i n k  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  t h e  b e s t ,  i f  you  h a v e  e n o u g h  o f
them  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  one d o e s n ' t  a l w a y s  h a v e  e n o u g h ;  b u t  w i t h
some s u b j e c t s  you c a n  p r o v i d e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  I  t h i n k  t h e y  
have  more w e i g h t ,  a  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  I  a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  t o  be u s e d  i n  a s o r t  o f  a - - a s  b r i e f l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
[ W i t h ]  t o o  many s t a t i s t i c s ,  I  t h i n k  you l o s e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  i f  you 
c a n  g i v e  them  j u s t  a p a r a g r a p h  o f  s o r t  o f  h a r d - p u n c h  s t a t i s t i c s  
t o  c l i n c h  y o u r  a r g u m e n t  o r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  y o u r  t h e m e - - I  c a n  u s e  
t h o s e .  But  I  t r y  n o t  t o  h a v e  many s t a t i s t i c s .
CML: Mr.  M c G i l l ,  you  w e re  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a d a p t i n g  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e ;  d o e s
t h i s ,  m os t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  d o e s  t h i s  come w h i l e  you a r e  w r i t i n g  y o u r  
s p e e c h ,  o r  d o e s  t h i s  come, a s  a  r u l e ,  when you g e t  t h e r e  and f i n d  
o u t  more  a b o u t  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  and  do  i t  more  o r  l e s s  s p o n t a n e o u s l y .
REM: W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  i t  r e a l l y  comes when you g e t  t h e r e  and s e e  t h e  a u d i ­
e n c e ,  and  s o r t  o f  g e t  a f e e l  o f  y o u r  a u d i e n c e .
CML: Would t h i s  mean t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  t e x t s  t h a t  you  h a v e - - h o w
c l o s e l y  w o u ld  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e a l  s p e e c h  you a c t u a l l y  gave?
REM: I  d o n ' t  t h i n k - - I ' d  h a v e  t o  g e n e r a l i z e .  I  t h i n k  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y
s p e e c h  you  d e p a r t  f r o m  a  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  I  c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  f o l l o w i n g ,  o h ,  maybe o n c e  o r  t w i c e ,  I  c o u l d  r e c a l l  t h a t  I  
f o l l o w e d  i t  a b s o l u t e l y .  Most  o f  t h e  t i m e  you d e p a r t  f rom a m anu­
s c r i p t .  S o m e t h in g  h a p p e n s  a f t e r  you g e t  t h e r e ,  o r  you mee t  some­
o n e ,  o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be  some l o c a l  s u b j e c t  come up  t h a t  you l e a r n  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and  you work  i n  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h a t .
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CML: What do  you f i n d  a r e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  w r i t i n g  a  s p e e c h  a n d
i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s s ,  i f  any?
REM: W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s n ' t  l i k e  w r i t i n g  a news s t o r y ,  b u t  n o t  a
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a s p e e c h  and  w r i t i n g  a n e w s p a p e r
a r t i c l e ,  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k .
CML: What e f f e c t ,  i f  a n y ,  h a s  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s s  had  upon  y o u r
s p e e c h e s ? - - H a s  i t  made i t  e a s i e r  t o  w r i t e  s p e e c h e s ? - - H a s  i t  i n ­
f l u e n c e d  y o u r  s t y l e ?
REM: P r o b a b l y  I  h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t ;  I  d o n ' t  know i f  I
c o u l d  s a y .  I  g u e s s  i t  h a s  made i t  e a s i e r  t o  w r i t e ,  t h e  t r o u b l e  
i s  f i n d i n g  t i m e ,  now; I  h a v e  s o  l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  do  a m a n u s c r i p t .
CML: I n  w ha t  w ay ,  i f  a n y ,  do  you r e h e a r s e  y o u r  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  i t
t o  a n  a u d i e n c e ?
REM: I  d o n ' t  r e h e a r s e  i t  a t  a l l .
CML: Have you  e v e r  done  t h i s  i n  t h e  p a s t ?
REM: No, I  n e v e r  h a v e .
CML: I n  w ha t  way do  you u s u a l l y  d e l i v e r  y o u r  s p e e c h ,  r e a d  f rom a manu­
s c r i p t ,  m e m o r i z e ,  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s l y ,  im p ro m p tu ,  b o th ?
REM: W e l l ,  I ' m  a b l e - - I  s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g - - I  was t a u g h t  t o  r e a d  when I
was a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .  I  was  r e a d i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  books  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a n d  I  became w i t h o u t  know ing  i t  a  r a p i d  r e a d e r .  And 
when I  l o o k  down a t  a m a n u s c r i p t  o r  a page  o f  a b o o k ,  I  c a n
t a k e - i n  a p r e t t y  good  p a r a g r a p h ,  j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t .  So I  d o n ' t
h a v e  t o  r e a d  a l i n e  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n - -  
you  s e e  a p e r s o n  h o l d  i t  and  r e a d  i t - - I  d o n ' t  h ave  t o  do t h a t  a t  
a l l .  I  c a n  f o l l o w  i t  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  w i t h o u t  s eem ing  t o  be r e a d i n g  
i t .
CML: And you d o n ' t  p l a n  t h i s ?  You j u s t  w r i t e  i t ,  and  t h i s  comes i n
t h e  w r i t i n g ?  You a r e  so  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t  a f t e r  you w r i t e  i t ?
REM: Y es ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t  a f t e r  I  w r i t e  i t .  As I  s a i d ,  I
go o v e r  i t  a n d - -
CML: Have you  fo u n d  w h a t  Newsweek c a l l e d  y o u r  " p r o d i g i o u s  memory" t o
be  e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  i n  s p e a k i n g ?
REM: Y es ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  h e l p f u l .  I  g u e s s  I ' m  p r e t t y  c o r n y  a b o u t
poems and  t h i n g s ,  a n d  so  on o c c a s i o n s ,  t h i s  h a s n ' t  h ap p e n e d  o f t e n ,  
b u t  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  when I  would  be t a l k i n g  and
i t  wou ld  seem t o  me t h a t  a l i n e  o r  s o  f rom  a poem m i g h t  be
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h e l p f u l  and I  j u s t  p u l l  t h a t  out o f  my m e m o r y - - i t  w o u l d n ' t  even  
be  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  a t  a l l - - a n d  th row  i t  i n .  I  t h i n k  memory 
does  h e l p .
CML: You h a v e  o b s e r v e d ,  e v a l u a t e d ,  and  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  many s p e a k e r s .
How have such  e x p e r i e n c e s  a f f e c t e d  you r  own sp ea k in g ?
REM: W e l l ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  i t ' s  b e e n  a f f e c t e d ,  b u t - - c e r t a i n l y
t h e  g r e a t  s p e a k e r s .  I  u s e  t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  C h u r c h i l l  w i t h  g r e a t  
aw e .  I  had  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  h e a r i n g  him i n  d e b a t e s  i n  
House o f  Commons b e f o r e  t h e  Second  Wor ld  War b e g a n ,  a t  t h e  t im e  
he  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  G r e a t  B r i t i a n  t o  r e a r m .  Then I  h e a r d  him 
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  and  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  and o f  c o u r s e  h e a r d  him many 
t i m e s  on r a d i o .  But  I  was  j u s t  l o s t  i n  a w e - - y o u  n e v e r  t r y  t o  
i m i t a t e  a  g r e a t  s p e a k e r  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k ;  you would  be a f o o l  t o  do 
t h a . t . I t  wou ld  s i m p l y  be a p o o r  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a l  t h i n g .  I  
s u p p o s e  a n y  p e r s o n  who t a l k s  i n  p u b l i c ,  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  you a r e  
a f f e c t e d  by p e r s o n s  you h ave  h e a r d .  I  c o u l d n ' t  e x p l a i n  i t  i n  my 
own [ e x p e r i e n c e ] .
CML: T h i s  i s  more  r e l a t i n g  t o  some o f  y o u r  s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  Mr.
M c G i l l .  What s p e a k i n g ,  i f  a n y ,  d i d  you do  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  
N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r  [ . 1 9 2 2 - 1 9 2 9 ] - - i n  g e n e r a l ?
REM: I  d i d - - n o t  t o o  much.  I  d i d  go  o u t - - I  was i n v i t e d  o u t  t o  a number
o f  s c h o o l s ,  you  know, t o  t a l k  t o  c l a s s e s  a t  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  t h e  
f i r s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e r e ,  t h a t  was a b o u t  a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g  I  d i d .
CML: C o n c e r n i n g  w h a t  s u b j e c t s ?
REM: W e l l ,  I  was  w r i t i n g  s p o r t s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  i n t o  p o l i t i c s ,
and  so  I  w ou ld  be a s k e d  o u t  maybe t o  t a l k  a b o u t  s p o r t s  o r  t o  t a l k  
a b o u t  T e n n e s s e e  p o l i t i c s  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,
CML: T hose  s p e e c h e s  p r o b a b l y  w ere  n e v e r  r e c o r d e d ?
REM: No, t h e y  w e r e n ' t ,  n o n e .
CML: I n  y o u r  work  w i t h  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  s p o r t s  e d i t o r ,  e x e c u t i v e
e d i t o r ,  e d i t o r ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e r ,  c o u l d  you b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  when 
y ou  f i r s t  became a c t i v e  a s  a  s p e a k e r ?  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  a t  w ha t  
t im e ?
REM: W e l l ,  I ,  I  t h i n k  I  w o u ld  s a y  i t  was i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y
y e a r s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h a t  I  became r e a l l y  p r e t t y  a c t i v e ,  and  
t h i s  was  j u s t  s o r t  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  you m i g h t  s a y .  I  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  
s p o r t s ,  b u t  I  n e v e r  s e t  o u t  t o  be a s p o r t s  w r i t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  I  d i d  
w r i t e  s p o r t s  f o r  a number  o f  y e a r s .  B u t ,  I  was  s o r t  o f  by  a c c i ­
d e n t  b r o u g h t  i n t o  s p o r t s  w r i t i n g .  But  anyhow I  had  a l w a y s
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m a i n t a i n e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u t s i d e  s u b j e c t s  and  k e p t  on  w r i t i n g  
a b o u t  th e m ,  e v e n  when I  was w r i t i n g  s p o r t s .  I  d i d  some a r t i c l e s  
on t h e  ec o n o m ic  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  c o l l a p s e  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  
y e a r s ,  a n d  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  c o l l a p s e  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  g o i n g  on s i n c e  
t h e  b o l l  w e e v i l s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s .  B u t ,  a n y  r a t e ,  I n  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  
I  had  some f r i e n d s  who w e r e  on  t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  and  e c o n o m i c s ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e  one o f  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  e n c o u r a g e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  s e t  up  fo rum  m e e t ­
i n g s ,  and  I  remember  g o i n g  a r o u n d  t o  some o f  t h e s e  w i t h  D r .  
G o o d r i c h  W h i te  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w i t h  t h e  l a t e  C u l l e n  G o s n e l l  
who was  head  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  and  we w ou ld  
g o  a r o u n d  and  go  t o  to w n s  a l l  o v e r  G e o r g i a .  Som et im es  we w e n t  a 
h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y  a r i l e s  away ,  d r i v e  t h e r e  and  come b a c k  l a t e  a t  
n i g h t ,  make t a l k s  a t  t h e s e  f o r u m s .  So 1 g o t  g o i n g  i n  t h a t  and  
t h e n ,  i n  19 3 7 ,  I  was a w a rd e d  a  R o s en w a ld  F e l l o w s h i p ,  t h e  m ag­
n i f i c e n t  sum o f  $ 1 7 0 0 . 0 0 ,  w h i c h  was  p r e t t y  good  money i n  t h e  
d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s .  The p a p e r  g a v e  me a l e a v e  a t  h a l f  p a y ,  b e c a u s e  
I  k e p t  w r i t i n g  e v e r y  d a y  w h i l e  I  was g o n e .  So ,  t h e y  g o t  t h e  same 
w ork  o u t  o f  me a t  h a l f  p a y ,  b u t  t h e  h a l f  p a y  e n a b l e d  my w i f e  and  
me t o  go  t o  E u ro p e  and  we l i v e d  v e r y  c h e a p l y .  I  w r o t e ;  we w ere  
gone  a b o u t ,  a l m o s t  t e n  m o n t h s .  I  k e p t  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  I  t o o k  on  s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s  and  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h o s e .  
T hen  I  had  t h e  g r e a t  l u c k  t o  be i n  B e r l i n  t o  s e e  one o f  H i t l e r ' s  
g r e a t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and  t h e n  t h e  g r e a t e r  l u c k  t o  be a b l e  t o  go 
i n t o  A u s t r i a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  A n s c h l u s s  t h e r e  i n  M a rc h ,  i n  ' 3 8 ,  
and  s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  i n  A p r i l ,  on  A p r i l  10 ,  a 
S u n d a y .  W e l l ,  s o  I  s t a y e d  i n  E u ro p e  ' t i l  t h e  M unich  a g r e e m e n t ,  
f r o m  w h i c h  C h a m b e r l a i n  came b a c k  s a y i n g  t h a t  he  h a d  o b t a i n e d  
p e a c e  i n  o u r  t i m e .  So ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  when 1 came b a c k ,  t h e r e  was a 
g r e a t  demand f rom  c i v i c  c l u b s  a n d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
t a l k  a b o u t  one o f  t h e s e  many e x p e r i e n c e s .  I  made h u n d r e d s - - m y  
s e c r e t a r y  was  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  was a s t o n i s h e d  a t  
t h i s ,  b u t  l a s t  y e a r  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s ,  s h e ' s  g o t  t h e  f i g u r e s  o u t  
t h e r e ;  I  t u r n e d  down two h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y - t w o  i n v i t a t i o n s .
CML: L a s t  y e a r ?  1965?
REM: No, *64.  I  t u r n e d  down two h u n d r e d  and f o r t y - t w o  i n v i t a t i o n s ,  I
t h i n k  i t  w a s ,  t o  make t a l k s ,  a n d  h e a v e n  know s,  1 m u s t  h a v e  
a c c e p t e d  more  t h a n  f i f t y .
CML: O ver  w h a t  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  h a s  t h i s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n ,  w h e re  you have
r e a l l y  b e e n  a c t i v e  a s  a  s p e a k e r .  S i n c e  you came b a c k  from 
E u ro p e ?
REM: Now, I  t h i n k  I  s h o u l d  make i t  p l a i n  t h a t  I  c a n ' t  make t o o  many.
I  h ave  t o  t u r n  d o w n - - a n d  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  s p e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  
b u t  I  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  s a y  I  t h i n k  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  ' 3 0 ' s  i t  h a s  b e e n  
g o i n g  o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  s i n c e  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t r i p .  Of c o u r s e ,  I ' v e
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had  many o t h e r  t r i p s  t o  E u r o p e ,  s u c h  a s  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  
m o n th ,  I  w e n t  t o  West  A f r i c a  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n ths  [ o n  a f a c t ­
f i n d i n g  t r i p  f o r  t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F .  K e n n e d y ] .
CML: I  h a v e  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w  on  t a p e  [ b e t w e e n  M c G i l l  and  newsmen a t
WAGA t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n ,  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
A f r i c a n  t r i p ] .
REM: And t h e n  I  made a  number  o f  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h a t .  T h e n ,  I  w e n t  o v e r
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ;  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  w ar  I  made a t r i p  c l e a r  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  two o t h e r  men,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A m e r ic a n  
S o c i e t y  o f  N ew spape r  E d i t o r s .  T h i s  was a f a n t a s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  
The war  was  s t i l l  g o i n g  o n .  We g o t  i n t o  Moscow, C h u n k in g ,  C h i n a ,  
so  I  m us t  h a v e  made a h u n d r e d  t a l k s  a b o u t  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h i s ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y .
CML: When w o u ld  you s a y  was  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  o r  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o r  few
y e a r s  you f i r s t  made s p e e c h e s  o u t s i d e  o f  G e o r g i a  and  t h e  S o u th ?  
When d i d  t h i s  come?
REM: I n c i d e n t l y ,  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  t a l k s  [ a b o u t  E u r o p e a n  t r i p s ]  w ou ld  be
e x t e m p o r a n e o u s .  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a m a n u s c r i p t ;  I  d i d n ' t  n e e d  a
m a n u s c r i p t ,  you s ee?
CML: Yes s i r .
REM: Oh, w e l l  l e t  me s e e ,  o u t s i d e  o f  G e o r g i a ?
CML: On t h e  n a t i o n a l  s c e n e  more  o r  l e s s .
REM: I  t h i n k  you would  h ave  t o  s a y  s i n c e  1945 .
CML: Do you  remember  t h e  f i r s t  few s p e e c h e s  t h e r e ,  t h a t  would  r e p r e ­
s e n t  a t r a n s i t i o n ?
REM: Ah, l e t  me s e e .
CML: I  know you made one i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  t o  a l a b o r  g r o u p  t h e r e ,
a b o u t  *46,  t h a t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .
REM: C e r t a i n l y  t h e  f i r s t  o u t s i d e  o f  G e o r g i a  s p e e c h e s  w e re  i n  N o r th
C a r o l i n a ,  t h e n  I  remember  m a k ing  a c o u p l e  i n  T e n n e s s e e .  I  
remember  m a k in g  one i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  a h - -
CML: Was t h e r e  a n y  g e n e r a l  theme o r  s u b j e c t  t h a t  you  d i s c u s s e d  more
t h e n ?
REM: No, n o .  I  b e g a n ,  I  t h i n k ,  I  b e g a n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  S o u t h e r n
s c e n e  i n  1938 ,  a n d  b e f o r e  r e a l l y ,  b u t  i n  1938 ,  I  was  made
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e x e c u t i v e  e d i t o r ,  and  I  remember  a f t e r  a b o u t  two m o n th s  t h e  Ku 
K lu x  K la n  had  a  p a r a d e  a r o u n d  t h e  o l d  f A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ] 
b u i l d i n g  o v e r  t h e r e ,  p r o t e s t i n g  some o f  my t h i n g s .  B u t ,  I  b e g a n  
t o  be  a s k e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  S o u t h e r n  s u b j e c t s  p r e t t y  f r e q u e n t l y .
So I ,  i t  d o e s n ' t  come t o  m i n d ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  w ere  
on  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e y  d i d  become t h a t .
CML: On November 4 ,  1947 ,  you  w r o t e ,  11. . . 1  c a n n o t  be  a good
c r u s a d e r  b e c a u s e  I  have  been  c u r s e d  a l l  my l i f e  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  see  b o t h  s i d e s  . . S in c e  t h e n ,  t h a t ' s  beer, a b o u t  e i g h t e e n
y e a r s ,  how would you j u s t  d e s c r i b e  g e n e r a l l y ,  Mr. M c G i l l ,  th e  
r o l e  t h a t  you have p la y ed ?
REM: W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  I  wou ld  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  s a y  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  I ' m  a l w a y s
b o t h e r e d - - I  r e m e m b e r - - I ' v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  a  c e r t a i n  s y m p a th y  f o r  
t h e  a v e r a g e  K la n  member ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  He i s  a p o o r  d e v i l  who 
f e e l s  a s e n s e  o f  f e a r  o r  r e s e n t m e n t .  He d o e s n ' t  know how t o  g e t  
i n  t o  s e e  t h e  m a y o r ;  he h a s  no  one t o  t u r n  t o .  And h e r e  come 
a l o n g  t h e s e  s h y s t e r s  who a r e  a f t e r  h i s  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  u s e d  t o  
be  t e n .  I  remember  we had  a  g r o u p  h e r e  t h a t  was a f a s c i s t  t y p e  
g r o u p ,  c a l l e d  t h e  C o l u m b i a n s .  T h i s  grew up  o u t  o f  h o u s i n g  p r o b ­
l e m s .  And t h e s e  f e l l o w s  would  go  t o  t h e s e  p o o r  p e o p l e  who w ere  
h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  a b o u t  h o u s i n g ,  and  t h i s  was r a c i a l  p r o b le m s  
s o m e t im e s  t h e n .  They would  p r o m i s e  th e m ,  w e l l  we w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  
o f  y o u ,  you  j o i n ;  t h e y  g o t  t e n  d o l l a r s ,  and  p i c k e d  up a few o t h e r  
d o l l a r s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t h i n g ,  b u t  maybe e x c e p t  h ave  a 
l i t t l e  v i o l e n c e  and  bomb some h o u s e  o r  b u r n  i t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I  
f e l t  a  l i t t l e  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  who w e re  i l l i t e r a t e  
u s u a l l y ,  a n d  v e r y  p o o r  and  t h e y  d i d n ' t  k n o w - - s o  t h e y  w e re  e x ­
p l o i t e d .  And I ' v e  a l w a y s  f e l t - - m y  i n d i g n a t i o n  h a s  r u n  to w a rd  
p e o p l e  who do t h e  e x p l o i t i n g .  I  d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  i t .
CML: What wou ld  you s a y  i n  g e n e r a l  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r o l e  o f  p u b l i c  s p e a k ­
in g ?  Has i t  s u p p l e m e n t e d  w h a t  you  have  done  i n  t h e  p r e s s ?  Have
you t r i e d  t o  r e a c h  a d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e ,  Mr.  M c G i l l ?
REM: No, I  t h i n k  i t ' s  a  s u p p l e m e n t .  T h a t  w ou ld  be my c o n c e p t  o f  i t .
CML: T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  t h i n k  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  . . .  I t  seems
t o  me t h a t  up  u n t i l  a b o u t  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s y o u r  e m p h a s i s  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  human r e l a t i o n s  w a s ,  we a c t u a l l y - - y o u  made a s i n c e r e  
p l e a  t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  g i v e  e q u a l  s c h o o l s ,  p r o v i d e  e q u a l  s c h o o l s ,  
j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and  j u s t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  law .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  
y o u r  e m p h a s i s  may be  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  on a b i d i n g  by c o u r t  
d e c i s i o n s .  Was t h e r e  e v e r  a  r e a l  c h a n g e ,  s u d d e n  o r  s low  c h a n g e ,  
i n  y o u r  t h i n k i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  human r e l a t i o n s ,  o r  d i d  you h a v e  t o  
a d a p t  y o u r  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  i n  w h ic h  
you w ere  w o r k i n g ?
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REM: W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  l a t t e r  c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld  be t r u e .  B u t ,  t h e n  I
t h i n k  t h a t  I  mus t  s a y ,  and  I  r e g r e t  t o  s a y ,  b u t  I  now w i l l  s a y ,  
n a m e ly  t h a t - - I  w ou ld  n o t  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  a n y b o d y ' s  n am e- -
CML: Yes s i r .
REM: But t h e r e  was a  p e r i o d  h e r e  [ a t  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n 1 when I
had a r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  w i t h  some o f  t h e  management w h ic h  was 
o p p o s e d  t o  me w r i t i n g  what  1 w a n te d  t o  w r i t e .  T h i s  t o o k  a b o u t  
t h r e e  y e a r s - - I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  do  i t ,  b u t  I ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  was h a n d i ­
cap p e d  a n d  s o m e t im e s  c o u l d n ' t  s a y  w h a t  I  w a n te d  t o .  And t h e r e  
was t h i s  c o n t i n u a l  u n h a p p y ,  v e r y  u n h a p p y  p e r i o d .
CML: Was t h a t  i n  t h e  '40*3?
REM: The p e r s o n  now r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  d i e d  some y e a r s  a g o ,  so  I
wou ld  j u s t  r a t h e r  n o t - -
CML; S u r e l y .
REM: B u t - - s o  I  c a n  s e e  w here  a p e r s o n  l o o k i n g  b a c k  a t  some o f  t h e
t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d - - i t  was  i n  t h e  ' 4 0 ' s - -
CML: To me t h e r e  was no  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n t e g r i t y ;  i t  was j u s t  a d i f f e r ­
e n t  e m p h a s i s  f o r  t h e  t i m e s .
REM: Y e s ,  I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n  w r i t i n g  y o u ,  you m u s t  n o t  g e t
t o o  f a r  a h e a d  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h .  Now, i f  
you  d o ,  you f i n d  y o u r s e l f  w r i t i n g  f o r  j u s t  a s m a l l  g r o u p .  I  
hope  i t  i s n ' t  im m o d e s t ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  t h a t  I  h a v e  managed  t o  s t a y - -  
t o  k e e p  t h e  r e a d e r s h i p  o f  a  l o t  o f  p e r s o n s ,  you  m i g h t  s a y  t h e  
a v e r a g e  r e a d e r .  And t h e y  h a v e n ' t  q u i t  r e a d i n g .  They  may d i s s e n t  
v i o l e n t l y ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  q u i t  r e a d i n g .  And I ' v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
t r i e d  t o  do  t h i s ,  t o  w r i t e  p e r s u a s i v e l y  o r  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I  t h i n k - - !  w o u l d n ' t  be  p r e s u m p t i o u s  t o  s a y  t h a t  
I  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  t o  be a t e a c h e r ,  I  d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  But  I  do  
t h i n k ,  I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t ,  w e l l  a t  l e a s t  I ' v e  t h o u g h t  f o r  a 
l o n g ,  lo n g  t i m e  t h a t  a  n e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n i s t  o r  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r
o u g h t  t o  be  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a t e a c h e r ,  i n  t h a t  you  o u g h t  t o  t r y
t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n .  You o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e ,  when n e c e s s a r y ,  
w h a t  seems t o  you t o  be t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  q u e s ­
t i o n ,  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d .  You o u g h t  t o  t r y  t o  w r i t e  
v e r y ——a s  p e r s u a s i v e l y  a s  you c a n .  I ' m  a l w a y s  c h e e r e d  up  when 
I  g e t  l e t t e r s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  me c r i t i c a l l y  a s  a  b r a i n w a s h e r .  
S e g r e g a t i o n i s t s  w r i t e  i n  . . .  a  number  o f  l e t t e r s  a l w a y s  s a y i n g ,  
you  a r e  a v i c i o u s  b r a i n w a s h e r .  T h i s  w ou ld  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  a r e  a w a r e ,  m aybe ,  o f  a p e r s u a s i v e  q u a l i t y .
CML: Would you s a y  t h e  same t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u r  s p e a k i n g ,  i n  t h a t  you  t r y













I  d o ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  d o ,  and  t r y  t o - -  
and p e r s u a d e ?
And t r y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  i f  you know t h e r e  i s  
d i s s e n t  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  and  you t r y  t o  c o u n t e r  i t .
Yes s i r .
I  know X h a v e  o v e r  i n  t h e  f i l e s ,  I  a s sum e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  
c o p i e s  o f  t h e ,  w h a t  was t h e  W h i te  C i t i z e n s '  C o u n c i l  p a p e r ;  h e r e  
i n  G e o r g i a  i t  was c a l l e d  t h e  S t a t e s  R i g h t s '  P a r t y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  
t h e  W h i te  C i t i z e n s '  C o u n c i l ,  A f e l l o w  by t h e  name o f  Roy H a r r i s  
who,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  was  a l s o  n a t i o n a l  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W h i te  C i t i z e n s 1 C o u n c i l s  f o r  a  w h i l e .  He p u t s  
o u t  a l i t t l e  s h e e t  p r i n t e d  i n  r e d  i n k ,  w e e k l y ,  and  I  was a l w a y s  
v e r y  p l e a s e d - - a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  he h a s  had  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  me a s  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  man i n  G e o r g i a  ( l a u g h t e r ) ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t  he t h o u g h t  was  t h e - - h e  d e c i d e d  was t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  d e c e i v e  p e o p l e .
Yes s i r .
He was o b j e c t i n g  t o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  w r i t i n g  t h a t  we c a n  l i v e  
w i t h  t h e  [ r a c i a l ]  s i t u a t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r u r a l  t o w n s ,  t h e y  
h a v e  g o t t e n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  N egro  p e o p l e  t h e r e  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s .  
They know th e m ,  l i k e  t h e m ,  t h e y  t r u s t  them b u t  t h e n  when t h e  
Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  came i n  ' 3 4 ,  t h e  dem agogues  made t h e s e  
p e o p l e  be  e n e m i e s ,  you  know, s u d d e n l y  t h e y  became d a n g e r o u s .
So you w o u ld  t r y  t o  r e m i n d  th e m ,  p e r s u a s i v e l y ,  t h i s  i s  f o l l y ,  
f o o l i s h ,  w ro n g .  You c a n  l i v e  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  You h a v e  
do n e  i t  a l l  y o u r  l i v e s ,  s o  now t h i s  a d j u s t m e n t  i s n ' t  t o o  b a d .  
S i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  room i s n ’ t  l i k e - - r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  
i s n ' t  l i k e  g o i n g  t o  a  s o c i a l  e n g a g e m e n t .  I t  i s n ' t  s o c i a l  
m i x i n g  t o  go  t o  s c h o o l  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  s i m p l e ,  r e a l l y  
p r i m e r - l i k e  s t u f f .  B u t ,  I  a l w a y s  was made h a p p y  by t h e s e  
v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
w e re  a  l i t t l e  a f r a i d  o f  i t .
[A t  t h i s  p o i n t  Mr.  M c G i l l  was b u z z e d  by  h i s  s e c r e t a r y . ]
P a r d o n  m e .
Yes s i r .
You may r a t h e r  n o t  a n s w e r  t h i s ?
Oh no [ g o  r i g h t  a h e a d  w i t h  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ] .
32 9
CML: Do you h ave  a p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  r e c e i v i n g  pay  f o r  s p e a k i n g ?
REM: No, I  d o n ' t .  I ,  s o m e t im e s  I  r e f u s e  o f f e r s  o f  p a y m e n t . I  t r y - -
a l m o s t  n e v e r  t a k e  money f rom a s c h o o l .  Now, o f  c o u r s e ,  i f  a  
s c h o o l  h a s  a  sum o f  money somebody h a s  g i v e n  th e m ,  you know, and  
t h i s  i s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p a y i n g  s p e a k e r s ,  s o r t  o f  a n  endowment ,  
y ou  know, t h e n  I ' l l  t a k e - - r a a y b e  t a k e  t h i s .  O r ,  i f  i t ' s  an  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ic h  h a s  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o f  s e m i n a r s ,  1 t a k e  t h i s .  
But  I ' d  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  t a k e  money f ro m  a s c h o o l  o r  a c l a s s ,  so  
i t ' s  j u s t  a v e r y  f l e x i b l e  [ p o l i c y ] ,
CML: Yes s i r .
REM: I  w en t  up  r e c e n t l y  t o  B o s t o n  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f
t h e  C l o v e r  C lub  [D ecem ber  5 ,  1 9 6 5 ] ,  I t ' s  a v e r y - - I t ' s  a n  I r i s h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r i g i n a l l y .  I t  i n c l u d e s  a l l  t h e  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  
I r i s h  p e o p l e ,  c i t i z e n s  o f  B o s t o n ,  and  now t h e y  h a v e  a d m i t t e d  a 
g r e a t  many n o n - I r i s h  p e r s o n s .  I t ' s  j u s c  a  b i g - - W e l l ,  t h e y  
w a n t e d  t o  pay  me ,  b u t  I  w o u l d n ' t  t a k e  i t  b e c a u s e  my co lumn r u n s  
i n  B o s t o n ,  I  h a v e  good f r i e n d s  t h e r e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c l u b  
was  a f r i e n d  o f  m ine  and  t h e  f o r m e r ,  so I  j u s t  r e f u s e d  a n y - - I  
r e f u s e  more  t h a n  I  t a k e .  I ' m  s u r e  I  d o .  I  h a v e n ' t  e v e r  a d d e d  
i t  u p .  So I  h a v e n ' t  a n y  r e a l  r u l e .  I  j u s t  p l a y  i t  by  e a r .
CML: Do you u s u a l l y  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  you a r e
g o in g  to  f a c e ?  For  exam ple ,  a t  Cooper Union , when t h i s  [ a n n u a l  
L i n c o l n  Day c e l e b r a t i o n ]  i s  u s u a l l y  f r e e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  do you 
know a n y t h i n g ?  Do you have any  methods o f  f i n d i n g  ou t  [ a b o u t  
t h e  a u d i e n c e ] ?
REM: No, you d o n ' t .  And t h e y  c a n ' t  h e l p  you much. They s a y ,  we
a lw ay s  f i l l  i t  [Cooper  Union h a l l ]  u p ,  b u t - -
CML: You do a s k  them a b o u t  t h a t ?
REM: Y e s ,  b u t  t h e y  [ p e r s o n s  w o r k i n g  a t  Cooper  U n ion]  d o n ' t - - T h e y
[members  o f  a u d i e n c e ]  j u s t  come i n .
CML: What do you do a b o u t  t h a t ,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  a d a p t?  Do y o u - -
REM: W e l l ,  t h e r e  a t  C ooper  U n ion  I  s t u c k  t o  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  e x c e p t  f o r  
one  o r  two l i t t l e  d e p a r t u r e s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e ,  you  know, you a r e  
b e h i n d  s c e n e s  u n t i l  you  come r i g h t  o u t  on t h e  p l a t f o r m .  You 
d o n ' t  know w h o ' s  g o i n g  t o  be t h e r e ,  and  t h e y  d o n ' t  know who o r  
how many o r  a n y t h i n g .  B u t ,  I  do  l i k e  t o  know and  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  
when I  c a n  w ha t  s o r t  o f  a u d i e n c e  i t  w i l l  b e .
CML: You s a y ,  u s u a l l y  when you a d a p t  t h i s  comes more s p o n t a n e o u s l y ,  on
t h e  moment?
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REM: Y es ,  I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  name t h i s  c i t y ,  and  i t  was  a S o u t h e r n  c i t y ,
a n  o l d  S o u t h e r n  c i t y ,  w h e re  I  was once  a s k e d  down t o  s p e a k  a t  a 
S a i n t  P a t r i c k ' s  Day a n n u a l  d i n n e r .  T h i s  was  one o f  t h e  m o s t  
h i l a r i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h i s  w ho le  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e y  h a d  a f i f t h  
o f  w h i s k e y  b e t w e e n  e a c h  p l a t e  ( l a u g h t e r ) .  And t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  con  
s i d e r a b l e  d r i n k i n g  b e f o r e  and  d u r i n g  t h e  d i n n e r ,  and  so  when t h e  
t i m e  came f o r  me t o  s p e a k ,  some o f  them w e r e  s i n g i n g  a t  t h e  
t a b l e s  ( l a u g h t e r ) ,  and  o t h e r s - - t h e y  n e v e i  d i d  g e t  i t  c o m p l e t e l y  
q u i e t .  S o ,  I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  e v e n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  t a l k  I  had  
w r i t t e n  f o r  t h a t ;  t h i s  was a good many y e a r s  a g o .  I  j u s t  g o t  up 
and  t r i e d  t o  be m o d e r a t e l y  f u n n y .  I ' m  n o t  v e r y  good a t  b e i n g  
f u n n y .  I  t e l l  y o u ,  I*m a s e r i o u s - m i n d e d  s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  I ' m  
a f r a i d .  B u t ,  t h a t  was  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t e s t  o f  a - - t r y i n g  t o  be 
h e a r d  o v e r  a l l  t h a t ,  and i t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  you w e re  h e a r d  
o r  n o t .  And I  o f t e n  w o n d e re d  why t h e y  had  a  s p e a k e r ,
CML: What wou ld  you c o n s i d e r  t o  be y o u r  b e t t e r  s p e e c h e s ? - - W h a t  would
you l i s t  t o  be y o u r  b e t t e r  s p e e c h e s  and  why w o u ld  you t h i n k  t h e y  
t o  be y o u r  b e t t e r ?
REM: I  d o n ' t  know; I  t h i n k  o f - - I  t h i n k  o f  one I  made a t  H a r v a r d  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  on  Law S c h o o l  Day,  t h e  day  b e f o r e  commencement.  I  had  a 
f e e l i n g  o f  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t  o n e .  I t  was  r e c e i v e d  
w e l l .  I - -
CML: What a b o u t  C o o p e r  Union?
REM: Oh y e s ,  t h i s  was  a  g r e a t  t h r i l l .  I  f e l t  v e r y  good a b o u t  i t .  I
d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  t h e  t a l k  was a n y  good o r  n o t .  B u t ,  a s  I  s a i d
e a r l i e r ,  i t  was a  t h r i l l  t o  be t h e r e ,  and  I  h a d  a  s e n s e  o f  
e x c i t e m e n t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  I  was  t a l k i n g .  And a h ,  I  t h i n k  i t  went  
f a i r l y  w e l l .
CML: I  h ave  a co p y  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h e r e  s e n t  me ,  and  i t
s e e m s - - a  r a t h e r  f o r m a l  p r o g r a m .  D id  you g e t  t h i s  i d e a ,  and  d i d  
you h ave  a d i f f i c u l t  t im e  t h e r e ?
REM: N o- -
CML: You know, t h e y  had  a c h o i r  and  t h e y  had  a b a r i t o n e  s i n g i n g - -
REM: Y e s ,  oh  t h e y  had  a  p r e t t y  good p r o g r a m ,  b u t  i t  went  w e l l ;  i t  was
n o t  d r a g g e d  o u t  i n  a n y  s e n s e .  I t  w en t  r i g h t  o f f  on  t i m e .  No, I
h a v e  no s e n s e  o f  t h a t ;  i t  was  a good  e v e n i n g .  T hen ,  I  remember  
w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t a l k  some m o n th s  a g o  a t  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y .  
T h e n ,  I  a l w a y s  f e e l  good t a l k i n g  i n  B o s t o n .  I  remember  I  f e l t  
v e r y  good a b o u t  t h i s  r e c e n t  t a l k  a t  t h e  C l o v e r  C lu b ,  maybe b e ­
c a u s e  I ' m  a l i t t l e  s e n t i m e n t a l .  H enry  G r a d y ,  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  . . . 








a l w a y s  t h i n k  o f  G rady  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e r e  i n  1889;  t h a t ’ s a 
l o n g  t i m e  a g o .  And t h e n ,  f o r  someone f rom  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  
go  b a c k  now and  t a l k ,  t h a t  a l w a y s  g i v e s  me s o r t  o f  a s e n t i m e n t a l  
f e e l i n g  a b o u t  i t .
I n  w i n d i n g  u p ,  Mr.  M c G i l l ,  do  you  have  c e r t a i n  p r e f e r e n c e s  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  g e s t u r e s  and  v o i c e ?
I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  g e s t u r e s  a n d  I  d o n ' t  make many.  I f  s o ,  i t  
c e r t a i n l y  i s  a n a t u r a l  one  t h a t  I ' m  q u i t e  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f .  As I  
s a i d ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  a - - I ' m  i n  no s e n s e  a n  o r a t o r .  I  d o n ' t - - I  
g e t  n e r v o u s  a b o u t  e a c h  one  o f  t h e m ,  b u t  t h i s  g o e s  away o n c e  you 
g e t  g o i n g .  And,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  a good  i d e a ,  m aybe ,  t o  b e - - f e e l  a 
l i t t l e  t e n s e  a b o u t  i t .  S o m e t im e s ,  i n  s p e a k i n g  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y  
a u d i e n c e ,  you  g e t  a f e e l i n g  o f  w o r r y  w h e t h e r  you  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be 
a d e q u a t e .  I  remember  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  one 
y e a r ,  t h e  B l a z e r  L e c t u r e ,  and  a few o f  t h e s e  t h a t  you p r e p a r e  
f o r  and  t h e n  you  g e t  w o r r i e d  w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t  o r  n o t ,  and  
t r y  t o  e d i t  i t  a s  you  go  a l o n g .  S om et im es  you f e e l  you  have  
b r o u g h t  i t  o f f ,  and  a  few t i m e s  you d o n ' t  b r i n g  i t  o f f .  But  i t  
i s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  my work  h e r e  and  I  t h i n k  o f  i t  i n  t h a t  
m a n n e r .
Do you  h a v e  a n y  f i n a l  comments  t h a t  you w ou ld  j u s t  l i k e  t o  make 
i n  g e n e r a l  c o n c e r n i n g  d e b a t e  a n d  s p e e c h  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  and  y o u r - -  
y o u r  p e r s o n a l  s p e a k i n g ?
I  t h i n k ,  I  d o n ' t  know, s o m e t im e s  I  h a v e  m ixed  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t a l k s .  
I  t h i n k  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i v i c  c l u b  s p e e c h ,  s a y  t o  one o f  t h e  w e e k l y  
m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  c i v i c  c l u b s ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  
l a r g e l y - - o n l y  r a r e l y  do you  g e t  one t h a t  h a s  a n y  m e a n i n g ,  I  t h i n k .
[ J a c k  T a r v e r  came i n t o  M c G i l l ' s  o f f i c e  a n d ,  upon  s e e i n g  u s  s a i d ,  
"Oh,  e x c u s e  me?"]
I ' l l  b e  t h e r e  i n  j u s t  a m i n u t e .  You a l l  go a h e a d  [ t o  l u n c h ] .
I ' l l  be r i g h t  [ t h e r e ] .
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h o s e  a r e  m o s t l y  t h e  m o s t  r o u t i n e ,  m e a n i n g ­
l e s s  s o r t  o f  t a l k s .  The a u d i e n c e ,  t h e y  know e a c h  week  t h e y  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  h e a r  some t a l k e r .  I  w ou ld  t h i n k  t h a t  maybe t h e y  o u g h t  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  f o r m a t ,  maybe h a v i n g  a s o r t  o f ,  e a c h  t i m e ,  a l i t t l e  
p a n e l ,  maybe on  some s u b j e c t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e i r  c i t y  o r  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  B u t ,  on  a w h o l e ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  we 
a l l  o u g h t  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  w h a t  we h a v e  come t o  c a l l  a  d i a l o g u e  i s  
a n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w s ,  and  
i s s u e s  become g r a v e ,  and  a s  we c h a n g e  f rom  a r u r a l  t o  a  c i t y -  
u r b a n  c o u n t r y ,  i t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  we h ave  t a l k s  and  p a n e l s  and 




t o o  much i r r e l e v a n c y  i n  t o o  many o f  t o d a y ' s  r o u t i n e  t a l k s .  I  
d o n ' t  h ave  much f a i t h  i n  a  r o u t i n e ,  w e e k l y  t a l k .  The f e l l o w  who 
makes  i t - - o c c a s i o n a l l y  you g e t  a  g r e a t  o n e ,  o f  c o u r s e .
M ost  o f  y o u r  s p e a k i n g ,  h a s  i t  b e e n  done  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  
someone e l s e  w h e re  you w ou ld  b e - - h a v e  a more  f r i e n d l y  a u d i e n c e ,  
o r  h ave  you s p o k e n  o f t e n  w i t h  h o s t i l e  a u d i e n c e s ?
Oh, I  had  a few h o s t i l e  a u d i e n c e s ,  b u t  o n l y  a few ,  m o s t l y  a t  
i n v i t a t i o n s ,  and  s o m e t im e s  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  i s  f rom a h o s t i l e  
s o u r c e  and  you know i t  b e f o r e  you g o .  They  i n v i t e  you ;  some­
t i m e s  you g e t  b o o e d .
* * * * * * * *
VITA
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e t  Blrmlnghem-Southern (Alebeme) College u n t i l  1964. He then served es 
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